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Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Next Board Meeting
Thursday, February4, 7:00 Meeting

By Teleconference
to participate email

president@faubourgmarigny.org

Next General Meeting
Please go to

 www.thefmia.org
for zoom meeting 
announcements.

President’s Letter
By Allen Johnson

IT’S MARDI GRAS TIME!!
Most years, our schedules are jam 
packed with parties and parades and 
the Krewe du Vieux den is bustling 
with activity as the fl oats start to 
come together and it is revealed 
which politician or celebrity is being 
skewered. This year, not so much. 
As one tradition (parading) takes a 
break, it’s being replaced by a new 
one: House Floats. Now, everyone 
can express themselves, as they 
decorate their homes and celebrate 
the social commentary that has made 
so many parades MUST SEE events. 
Just as the proliferation of  walking 
clubs post-Katrina has made Mardi 
Gras more accessible to everyone, 
the Krewe of  House Floats could do 
the same.
 

HAPPY MARDI GRAS
(whatever that means 

this year)!! 

Carnival Decorating 
Contest & 

Self-Guided Treasure 
Hunt Tour

This year there may not be any parades 
but we an still celebrate Mardi Gras 
by decorating our home or business. 
The FMIA is sponsoring a Mardi Gras 
decorating contest and will award prizes 
for the best decorated home or business. 
Whether you string lights, do traditional 
decorations or create a “house fl oat,” lets 
decorate the Marigny. Judging will take 
place the weekend before Mardi Gras: 
Feb. 12, 13, & 14. 

Winners will be announced in our 
newsletter and web site. Let’s decorate 
Marigny so our neighbors, friends and 
visitors can stroll or drive through our 
neighborhood and be delighted by Mardi 
Gras in Marigny! Be creative, have fun and 
you may even win a prize. 
Self-Guided Mardi Gras Treasure Hunt 
Tour  You might have begun the season 
on Epiphany, not aware there could be 
prizes. Con  nued on page 3
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About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is published each month except July and 
December. Back Issues are available online at www.theFMIA.org. 
Contents of  Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of  the newsletter, including photographs 
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor and / or 
byline columnist.
For information regarding advertising including rates contact 
Ads@FaubourgMarigny.org or check www.theFMIA.org.
Printing by: Printall, Inc .

2021 Commercial Advertising
Per-month Rates 1-2 times/year*

Full
Page

Half  
Page

Quarter
Page

Business 
Card

Back
Cover**

$130 $75 $45 $25 $100
*20% off  these rates for FMIA Members!

Per-month Rates @3+ times/year
Full
Page

Half  
Page

Quarter
Page

Business 
Card

Back
Cover**

$105 $60 $35 $20 $80
**Only one available — fi rst come fi rst serve.

Ads should be photo-ready in .pdf, .jpg or .png format, with 
a minimum of  300 dpi. No bleeds. Print is in b/w, but online 
is in color. Deadline is 15th of  each month.
Full Page fi nished size: 7.5” w x 9.5” h.
Half-Page fi nished size: 7.5” w x 4.5”h.
Quarter-Page fi nished size: 3.5”w 4.5’’h.
Business Card fi nished size: 3.5”w x 2”h.
Info: ads@faubourgmarigny.org

FMIA Mission Statement
To protect, maintain and support Faubourg Marigny in the 
City of  New Orleans and particularly that portion of  it lying 
between the Mississippi River and St. Claude Avenue and 
between Esplanade Avenue and Homer Plessy Way, including 
all buildings, improvements and properties adjoining said 
avenues and situated in the areas immediately adjacent to 
same; to promote the physical, cultural, architectural and 
historical values of  said section and to secure adequate 
enforcement of  all laws of  the City of  New Orleans and the 
State of  Louisiana affecting or pertaining to it.

Corrections of  statements made in the January 
issue of  Les Amis de Marigny, on page 4: The worst 
fear concerning Dan’s Bar is not fi re, but collapse 
onto a neighbor’s home. On page 5: 1924-26-28 
Dauphine, there is a clear line of  ownership. On 
page 9, Felipe Fischer is not spearheading a restart 
of  Neighborhood Watch, though you may still email 
him to discuss any aspects of  8th District Security. 
The Editor regrets the errors

.

..
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fi fteen photos, vignettes and decorated homes, in the Triangle 
and Rectangle, without following a specifi c route. Some folks 
acquire their decorations over a number of  years, creatively 
increasing layer upon layer, hoping they have the energy and 
cooperating weather to accomplish their magic. Some hang 
a wreath, some beads or a fl ag- and that’s still wonderful 
participation in the pageant. Some begin with architecture 
that already makes a grand statement, gilding a lily that helps 
us revel in our raison d’être: This is why we live here.

1. 2459 Burgundy, Cover Photo. The shockingly vibrant 
display disguises a two-bay Victorian shotgun built in 1889 
with hipped roof  and bracketed overhang. Two-step- up 
concrete porch with wrought iron railing was probably added 
when so many were eliminating wooden stoops. The wigged 
heads could be angelic, the jesters a bit malevolent, and inside 
the window, fl oating spirits. What’s your take?

Treasure Hunt Tour con  nued from page 1

2. 1823 Dauphine. Matt Easley, FMIA supporter and long- 
time neighbor at 1825-27 Dauphine tells us, “Likely built in 
1860, as was very similar 1830 Dauphine across the street. It 
was probably bricked over quite a few years later (which may 
be why records state 1915 and 1930 as construction dates). 
The Porte-Cochère (drive-through) was created to access a 
winery in back. For some time in the 1970s/80s the ground 
fl oor was a Baptist Church, the winery long gone.”
Originally, there was a much larger second story gallery, 
sometimes used as a sleeping porch. New Orleans Public 
Service Inc. (NOPSI- forerunner to Entergy) built the narrow 
balcony, supported by the steel braces, in the process of  
updating electric power, which may account for the 1915 
construction date. 
The style of  the second story could be construed as Italianate 
which would include the tall, double hung, two-over-two 

windows with arched heads and hood moldings, symmetrical 
façade, and hipped roof, hidden behind the parapet. The 
hood moldings, or multiple windows connected under broad 
arches, could also have been infl uenced by Romanesque 
Revival (not Richardsonian Romanesque), giving the 
commercial enterprise occupying the ground fl oor, with its 
standard-for-the-time commercial apertures, more visual heft. 
3. 2538 N. Rampart. Home of  Jane and Gary Rinck was 
featured in the 2018 FMIA Spring Home and Garden Tour 
of  the Rectangle. Their new build (was an empty lot) is a 3- 
story main residence with guest quarters and two-car garage. 
The style was inspired by their world travels and described as 
Morocco meets the West Indies and the Bayou.

Con  nued on page 5
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Marigny Green News
By Deborah Oppenheim

How to protect yourself and others if you a 
traveling during the pandemic
With the restrictions due to the pandemic, many people 
are getting restless and yearning to travel for fun or to visit 
family and friends. There are many risks for older people, 
smokers and pre-existing conditions for themselves as well 
as people they are visiting. If  you want to travel, there are 
reminders of  some practical safety strategies such as:

•  wearing a mask
• maintaining physical distance
• cleaning hands often and well 
• sanitizing frequently 
• sanitizing touched surfaces. It is said that singing the 

birthday song when washes your hands with soap and 
water is enough time.

Air Travel 
Most jets are equipped with powerful HEPA air fi ltration 
systems. Cabin air is replaced with fresh air every few 
minutes. Experts say air travel is probably safer than many 
other enclosed environments. It is mandatory to wear a 
mask and social distancing. One suggestion is to wear and 
mask and a shield for additional protection. A face shield 
may help protect your eyes from potential infection and 
stop you from touching your face. Some airlines block the 
middle seat. Even so, asking the airline what their procedure 
is to reduce passenger risk and their safety measures. Other 
questions to ask the airlines are surfaces being wiped down 
between fl ights and thoroughly cleaned overnight. A friend 
suggested that boarding last reduces the number of  travelers 
passing you on your way to their seats. If  you are so inclined, 
disinfect anything you might touch such as armrests, tray 
table, window shade and the air nozzle and once fi nished, 
sanitize your hands. The same procedure can be used in the 
restrooms.
Buses
Like planes, people can be close together. The level of  risk 
depends upon the length of  time spent on the bus. The city 
buses require their passengers to wear a mask and physically 
distance from the other passengers. 

Hotels, Air BNB, Motels 
If  you need to stay overnight, the following steps reduce your 
chances of  being exposed to COVID-19 and may help you 
feel more at ease.

1. Read all reviews wherever you choose to stay.
2. Get all the information on cleaning policies. 
3. Some epidemiologists recommend using your own 

bedding at hotels/motels to ensure it is clean. It is 

better to be overcautious rather than not cautious 
enough.

4. Minimize your time in public areas and always wear a 
mask and socially distance. Some people bring their 
own food and eat in their room or outdoors.

5. Take the stairs or ask for a lower fl oor to avoid the 
elevators. 

Rental Cars, Taxis and More
Experts recommend when renting a car to be cautious by 
disinfecting the car before you drive. When refi lling the gas 
tank, wear a mask and clean your hands afterwards. Any place 
you stop use common sense and what makes you feel safe.

Penalties and Plans Change
Many travel companies have adopted new policies regarding 
changes, refunds and cancellations so knowing the rules will 
be helpful. In general, airlines only refund the cost of  a ticket 
if  they cancel a fl ight. Double check all airlines to make sure 
this is still viable. If  not, perhaps you can change your fl ight 
rather than canceling. If  you get travel insurance, check to see 
if  the policy covers COVID-19 and/or related cancellations. 
The mantra for 2021: Wear a mask, social distance, 
frequently wash hands, be calm and kind!

Marigny Green 
Resources from CR.Org. November 2020, Kevin Doyle 
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4. 2446-48 Royal; This 1831 corner two-story 
previously commercial, as indicated by the vitrine 
window on the Royal Street side (probably added at a 
later date with Victorian gingerbread decoration) and 
recessed entrances. It was already all residential when 
a major renovation was done in 2007. The simple 
Classic style wood frame has a scored, plastered 
exterior on the ground fl oor, and lap siding on 
the second. The wraparound gallery, supported by 
wooden posts, may also have been added later, as the 
cast iron railing is a fashion begun in the 1850s.

In the Spirit! 2400 block of  Burgundy and 
lakeside 2500 block of  Dauphine: Not all are 

over-the-top; some are reminders of  the 
celebration that always returns. 

Con  nued on 
page 6

Treasure Hunt Tour con  nued from page 3

6. 2422 
Burgundy; This 
elegant Victorian 

two-bay single 
shotgun with its 

dentiled bracketed 
overhang, and 
pierced-work 

crestings on the 
window cornices 

is understated, but 
still exuberant.

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Since 1984
Same Location

5229 St. Claude Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70117

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer



6

Con  nued on page 7

8. 2460 Burgundy. The two-bay single shotgun in the 
Classic style dates between 1850 and 1875. Dignity 
intact, despite the late addition of  a concrete porch 
with iron railing, the façade had been made to appear as 
masonry.

Treasure Hunt Tour con  nued from page 5
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Treasure Hunt Tour con  nued from page 6

9. 2461-63 Burgundy. Dressed double. Refl ected in the 
window of  2462, 10b.

10b. 2462 Burgundy. 
In between the cast 

iron wooden topped 
railing, refl ections from 

across the street.

10a. 2462 
Burgundy. 
Door with 
stained-glass 
installation of  
golden fl eur-
de-lis.

Speaking Volumes
By Sara Jacobelli, Assistant Branch Manager, Alvar Library  (504) 596-2667

Black History Month 2021 Poetry Contest
Make your mark this Black History Month by entering the annual 
NOPL Black History Month Poetry Contest! Visual art, original 
music, and original videos will all be accepted this year. You’re 
eligible to enter if  you live in or go to school in Orleans Parish 
and are in grades K-12. Winning entries will be displayed on the 
Library’s website. 
For further information Email contest@nolalibrary.org 
Black History Month Jeopardy: 
Teen Game Day on Zoom! 

Thursday, February 4th, 4:00-5:00 pm.
Go to http://nolalibrary.org, Select Events. Select Teens. 
Virtual Poetry Buffet hosted by Gina Ferrara: Saturday, 
February 6 at 2:00 pm. 
Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86395044259? pwd=V2Jn
TU93aWFrb3pnZUdzZCtQR0hyUT09
Featured readers: Joseph Bienvenu, Brett Evans, 
Jonathan Kline, and Lisa Pasold.

Con  nued on page 8

Con  nued on page 9



8

Speaking Volumes con  nued from page 7

Check out the New Orleans Community Resource Guide! For 
Resistance and Renewal A Public Service by volunteer community 
members, free of  charge. Ask for a copy at your local library! 
Download: www.antigravity.com
www.imaginewaterworks.org
Questions, additions, requests, and offers to volunteer or 
collaborate, contact Coleen Murphy: 
NOLAresouceguide@gmail.com
Access Ancestry.com at home! Free at-home access is being 
allowed by the vendor until March 31st, 2021! Access thousands 
of  databases of  genealogical and historical information- http://
nolalibrary.org/ 
Select Research. Select Databases.
Select Ancestry Library Edition
Contactless Pick-up & Drop-off  Hours: 
Monday through Thursday, 10 am to 6 pm. 
Friday and Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm. 
Closed holidays. Other Library locations?
http://nolalibrary.org/
Got kids or teens? When you come for Contactless Pick-up and 
Drop-off, don’t forget to ask for our Weekly Craft Kits! 
All Library locations except Alvar and Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. are open for 45-minute in-person appointments: Use computers, 
print, make copies, and browse the collection. Faxing is still not 
available. Please call ahead fi rst to make your appointment. 
Book Bundles: Our new Service allows a Library user to call 
any location and provide a topic or author they’re interested in. 
For example: Mystery novels, Graphic novels, Louisiana history, 
Children’s Arts & Crafts, books for pre-school Storytimes, Diary 
of  a Wimpy Kid Series by Jeff  Kinney, Vegetarian cookbooks, New 
Orleans architecture, Louisiana food. David Sedaris, John Grisham, 
Toni Morrison, Jewell Parker Rhodes, Jacqueline Woodson, 
Alexander McCall Smith, James Patterson, Colin Cotterill. Library 
staff  will create a bundle of  2 to 5 books based on the topic or 
author and place them on hold where the user can pick them up.
Virtual Storytimes Read, sing, talk, write, and play together 
virtually in a format designed for children from birth to 5 years 
old and their caregivers. Storytime videos will premiere at 10am on 
Mondays.
Bilingual Spanish/English Storytimes Students of  Tulane 
University’s Latin American studies program and teacher 
preparation & certifi cation program will read bilingual stories. In 
partnership with the Pebbles Center and the Roger Thayer Stone 
Center for Latin American Studies. La Hora del Cuento Virtual/
Virtual Storytime videos will premiere at 10am on Thursdays.
Homework Help: Visit homework.nolalibrary.org to learn about 
the wide variety of  resources, projects, and services the Library 
provides to help with homework for all grade levels.

• Live Online Tutor
• Skills Builder
• Homework help and tutoring for K through basic college level
• Writing Center
• Career Center
• Adult Education Center
• School Center

Virtual Writing Workshop led by Katy Balma: 2nd and 4th 
Saturday of  the month at 2 pm. Saturday, February 12th, 2 pm. 
Saturday, February 26th, 2 pm. For Adults and Teens. To register 
and to get the Zoom meeting information Email her at kbalma@
nolalibrary.org 

Discuss books via Zoom: For Adults. 3rd Friday of  the month, 
from 6 to 7 pm. Friday, February 19th, 6:00-7:00 pm. New members 
are always welcome. 
You can register on the same day as the book club meeting. Go 
to our website: http://nolalibrary.org/ Select Events. Select Read 
Black and Green Book Conversations. Click on the Register button.
Job Search Assistance: For Adults and Teens Book appointments 
for resume help, job search and training assistance.
Stream indie Flicks & Documentaries with Kanopy: Use your 
NOPL Library card to watch over 30,000 selected independent, 
foreign language, classic, and documentary fi lms for free! https://
nolalibrary.kanopy.com/
Read e-Magazines on Flipster: Read the latest issue of  your 
favorite magazine from your computer or mobile device. http://
nolalibrary.org/ Select Borrow. Select e-Resources. Select 
e-Entertainment, News, & Information. Select Magazines & 
Newspapers. Choose your favorite magazines to read.
February closings for NOPL: 
All Locations closed on Mardi Gras Day: 
Tuesday, February 16th
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15. 2501 Chartres. FMIA Board Member Dr. Maurice Sholas 
House Float is a stationary parade. Panels hanging from the 
lo-o-o-ng 2nd story balcony depict Muses, Zulu, and Mardi 
Gras Indians, along with the silent crowd at street level. 
According to R. Stephanie Bruno in a June 2019 story from 
the New Orleans Advocate, the house was built in the early 
part of  the 20th Century as the American Baking Co. 

Baked goods were displayed in the vitrine window on 
Chartres Street, the family lived upstairs, and the ovens were 
in the backyard. An example of  “Steamboat” Victorian, with 
bracketed overhang and pierced-work crestings on the window 
cornices, its proportions feel ship-like standing near it. 

Treasure Hunt Tour con  nued from page 7

Con  nued on page 8

January FMIA Board Meeting  1/7/21 
Conference Call: Start 7:05 PM

• Present: Allen Johnson, Elisa Cool Murphy, Donna Wakeman, 
Jeffrey Seymour, Bobby Moffi t, Maurice Sholas, Felipe Fischer, 
Mark Malouse, Gary de Leaumont

• Absent: Jeff  Bromberger
Presidents Report

• Revised Phase 1 - COVID precautions underway, will continue 
to have neighborhood meetings via ZOOM

• Outdoor Music Study - FMIA comments submitted, meeting 
at CPC on 1/19/21

Treasurer’s Report

• Sent via email

Membership Report

• 217 Members, 6 inactive, 5 business members.
Committee Reports

• Mardi Gras Homes - FMIA to support neighborhood 
decoration efforts with a competition and prizes. Please send 
any donated items for prizes to Gary de Leaumont

Newsletter

• Ad Payment & New Membership - process discussion.
Home Tour 

• Will be virtual this year, Lisa Suarez spearheading, Elisa 

Con  nued on page  11
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January 2021 Public Safety Report; 
Captain Frank M. Young, Jr. 
of the 5th District makes 
these Public Service 
Announcements: 
Practice social distancing. Wear a 
mask in public. 
Wash your hands often for at least 
20 seconds.
If  you see a crime happening, DO 
NOT post it on social media fi rst, 
call 9-1-1 immediately, and give a 
detailed description of  the crime, 
and perpetrator information (i.e., 
race, sex, clothing description, 
direction of  fl ight, height, & 
weight).
Do not engage perpetrators, call 
9-1-1 and let the police handle the 
situation. 
Do not leave weapons (guns) in 
vehicles in an unsecure place. Lock 
all guns in the glove box or trunk if  
you must leave it in your vehicle. 
Always lock your car doors and 
never leave your vehicle unattended 
with the keys in the ignition, not 
even for a minute.

Message from the NOPD 
Superintendent 
Shaun D. Ferguson
This is the time of  year when 
we refl ect on our successes and 
failures. 
2020 has been harder than we all 
expected, but we are here. And for 
that we must be grateful.
We at the NOPD are grateful for 
the community’s support during 
these trying times. Whether it has 
been the pandemic or an active 
hurricane season. You have been 
there for us. 
You’ve donated PPE, food, and 
you’ve prayed for our offi cers. 
You’ve called in tips to help us 
solve crime and you’ve helped to 
keep us accountable as the whole 

country reckons with systemic 
racism. We are grateful for 
everything you’ve done that helps 
make our jobs a little easier, a little 
safer, and make us a little better. 
New Orleans is a special city that 
has suffered many tragedies - but 
despite that - we persevere. We 
always come back stronger. 
So, as we move into the New Year 
I hope and pray that we take what 
we’ve learned this year to make 
New Orleans even greater in 2021 
and beyond. 
Happy New Year! 

Community Office Hours
The Mayor’s Offi ce of  
Neighborhood Engagement can 
often help with Quality-of-Life 
and other city issues, or, at the 
very least, point you in the right 
direction and follow up. District 
C Liaison Allison Cormier was 
faithfully attending most FMIA 
General Meetings, when we were 
able to have them, and knows a lot 
about Faubourg Marigny. Guest 
City Departments will be attending 
some of  these meetings, including: 
Sanitation; Parks & Parkways; 
Public Works; Code Enforcement; 
AND Safety & Permits. Go to 
the website to fi nd out when. 
Make an appointment in advance 
to meet with Liaisons in-person 
(or virtually), by calling 504-658-
4933 or go to www.nola.gov/coh. 
Appointments are available from 
10:30 AM to 5 PM at the Treme 
Rec Center, 900 N. Villere St. on 
these dates:February 2, 8, 10 & 23

March 1, 3, 9, 15, 17, 23, 29 
& 31
April 6, 12, 14, 20, 26 & 28
May 4, 10, 12, 18, 24 & 26

FMIA Board 2020-21
Allen Johnson, President

 president@faubourgmarigny.org
Gary Deleaumont, Vice-President

 gary@faubourgmarigny.org
Donna Wakeman, Treasurer

 dwakeman@faubourgmarigny.org
Elisa Cool Murphy, Communications Director

 ecool@faubourgmarigny.org
Jeff  Bromberger

 jbromberger@faubourgmarigny.org
Felipe Fischer

 ffi scher@faubourgmarigny.org
Bobby Moffett

 rmoffett@faubourgmarigny.org
Jeffrey Seymour

  jseymour@faubourgmarigny.org
Dr. Maurice Sholas

 msholas@faubourgmarigny.org

FMIA Committees
Blight:  Sunny Summers

 blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Communications:  Elisa Cool Murphy 

secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Finance:  Donna Wakeman

 treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Home Tour:  Lisa Suarez

 suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Historian:  Gretchen Bomboy

 historian@faubourgmarigny.org
Infrastructure:  Dr. Maurice Sholas

 msholas@faubourgmarigny.org
Land Use:  Jeffrey Seymour

 landuse@faubourgmrigny.org
Marigny Green:  Deborah Oppenheim

 deborah104@gmail.com
Membership:  Elisa Cool Murphy,

 ecool@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter:  Lisa Suarez 

 suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Newsletter  Ad Manager:  Kip Hollar

 ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Outreach:  Lisa Faatland

 outreach@faubourgmarigny.org
NOPD Liaison:  Lisa Suarez (5th)

 suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
NOPD Liaison:  Felipe Fischer (8th)

 ffi scher@faubourgmarigny.org
Over Tourism:  TBD
STR Enforcement:  Margaret Walker

 str@faubourgmarigny.org
Washington Park:  Eric Epstein 

 TBD
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Treasure Hunt Tour con  nued from page 9

Cool Murphy  to act as tour guide day of, 
Felipe Fischer volunteered to provide camera. 
[Post-meeting Update: Lisa Suarez will not be 
working on the Tour.]

Infrastructure

• New Road Improvements - city maintaining, 
for drainage please keep basins clean, new 
guides on roads far easier to view from bikes.

Land Use

• 2460 Burgundy - Conversion from 2 family 
to 3 family home. CPC meeting this Tuesday, 
currently recommended for approval.

• Text Amendment - Multi-family housing 
amendment may be on 1/28 at City Hall. 

• 621 Elysian Fields - No new updates to report. 
Blight Committee

• Sunny Sommers, Blight Chair - Working on 
process to communicate our  watch list to 
neighbors and to owners of  blighted property.

8th District

• Petty Crime Up - 3229 Crimes in 2020, 
property crimes down 31%, 273 violent crimes 
and car-jackings down from 300+ last year, 
recent rash of  car break-ins. Car break-ins 
should be reported to police non-emergency 
line or 311. If  crime is in process call 911. 
Recommendation is to drive call volume up to 
get more presence.

Adjourns 8:25 pm 

Board Minutes con  nued from page 9

Happy 
Valentines 

Day
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