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President’s Letter
By Allen Johnson

BUY LOCAL
With the development of a vaccine, there is
hope that we will be getting back to normal,
or whatever that means going forward. As
we move forward, the one thing no one
can deny is that our economy (both New
Orleans and the Marigny) has become way
too tourist-centric. For years, it has been
said that New Orleans needs to diversify its
economy, and COVID has shown that to
be true. What has been shocking to some
is how much businesses in the Marigny
are overly dependent on tourists, and on
customers that work in the Hospitality Industry. And
I’m not just talking about Frenchmen. So, we ask you,
please support our local bars, restaurants and shops: the
businesses that give us our local flavor and character.
Let’s emphasize the neighbors in our neighborhood, and
let’s be neighborly to our local businesses.

HAPPY NEW YEAR !!

Self-Guided Walking Tour
Blight on Parade
All FMIA Tours showcase our support for Historic Preservation.
We have an almost 50-year-history of advocating for the integrity
and variety of our built environment, drawing the lines at choices
that do not measure up to the established rules negotiated across
the years by citizens. Historic Preservation requires constant
vigilance. Recognizing the need for more housing, the first
post-Katrina Les Amis de Marigny, February 2006, mentions the
desire for “Infill Development,” the use of vacant land, blighted
or underused property to increase Density.
The past year’s November and December issues contained letters
from President Allen Johnson addressing some of the current
Blight problems. The FMIA Board formed a Blight Committee,
Chaired by Sunny Summers (blight@faubourgmarigny.org),
and this tour highlights the first four properties, plus one,
located in both the Rectangle and Triangle. Future installments
of the Walking Tour will not be devoted entirely to Eyesores
& Underuse, but they will come up, along with the beauties
we prefer to show. Constant vigilance requires community
engagement, and of course we’re always looking for volunteers.
Con nued on page 4

FMIA Mission Statement
To protect, maintain and support Faubourg Marigny in the
City of New Orleans and particularly that portion of it lying
between the Mississippi River and St. Claude Avenue and
between Esplanade Avenue and Homer Plessy Way, including
all buildings, improvements and properties adjoining said
avenues and situated in the areas immediately adjacent to
same; to promote the physical, cultural, architectural and
historical values of said section and to secure adequate
enforcement of all laws of the City of New Orleans and the
State of Louisiana affecting or pertaining to it.

2021 Commercial Advertising
Per-month Rates 1-2 times/year*
Full
Half
Quarter
Business
Back
Page
Page
Page
Card
Cover**
$130
$75
$45
$25
$100
*20% off these rates for FMIA Members!
Per-month Rates @3+ times/year
Full
Half
Quarter
Business
Back
Page
Page
Page
Card
Cover**
$105
$60
$35
$20
$80
**Only one available — first come first serve.
Ads should be photo-ready in .pdf, .jpg or .png format, with
a minimum of 300 dpi. No bleeds. Print is in b/w, but online
is in color. Deadline is 15th of each month.
Full Page finished size: 7.5” w x 9.5” h.
Half-Page finished size: 7.5” w x 4.5”h.
Quarter-Page finished size: 3.5”w 4.5’’h.
Business Card finished size: 3.5”w x 2”h.
Info: ads@faubourgmarigny.org

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is published each month except July and
December. Back Issues are available online at www.theFMIA.org.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor and / or
byline columnist.
For information regarding advertising including rates contact
Ads@FaubourgMarigny.org or check www.theFMIA.org.
Printing by: Printall, Inc .
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Marigny Green News
By Deborah Oppenheim
It is the season to be jolly, eat, have fun and recycle your
Christmas tree for wetlands restoration. According to the
National Christmas Tree Association, approximately 33
million Christmas trees are sold in North American every
year. The good news is that 93% of the consumers who have
real Christmas trees recycle them in some type of community
program. An excellent community program in New Orleans is
the Christmas tree recycling program for wetlands restoration
with the office of Coastal & Environmental, Department of
Sanitation, the Materials Management Group and the City of
New Orleans
Louisiana for the past 25 years has been losing wetlands at
an alarming rate of 16.57 square miles a year. With the loss
of funding from the state’s budget in 1991, the program
has been continued by some parishes on their own dime. It
costs about $10,000. Let’s hope that if the City can’t afford
it this year, there are business that can steps up to help.
The program recycles the trees and educates the public
of the plight of our wetlands and their importance. The
construction of a Christmas Tree barrier helps limit the
impact of wave action and prevent erosion. Branches and

leaves of trees help keep sediment in place like sea oats on
beaches
To curbside recycle your Christmas Tree: The trees
must be natural, not flocked, and striped of all ornaments,
tinsel, lights and tree stands. Check the Dates for pick-up
broadcasted on television, internet and the local newspaper.
Please contact 504-658-4071 for additional information.

Happy Holidays from Marigny Green
Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer

Since 1984
Same Location

5229 St. Claude Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70117

3

Walking Tour con nued from page 1
#3, 2100 St. Claude (See drone photo on page 1). Formerly
Smith Tire, the 1920’s era filling station was a one-man
operation. Smitty had run his repair shop alone since the 80’s,
and finally retired to River Ridge in 2015. You could show up
to get a nail pulled from a tire at 7 a.m., pay 6 bucks, and he
would do it in front of you in ten minutes. The property was
sold in 2015; plans have not been revealed.
There have been triumphs and tribulations on this block,
and on St. Claude Avenue in general. In 2010-11
Prospect 2, the citywide contemporary Art Triennial,
exhibited native daughter Dawn Dedeaux’ installation at
2016 St. Claude, attached to the Arts Estuary at 1040 Elysian
Fields. Behind the remaining brick walls, the space is still
vacant.

#1. 2600 St. Claude Avenue. In the Rectangle, formerly
Frankie and Johnny’s Furniture Store, there has been some
success. Owner MACO Companies, who plan to build
affordable housing (renovation of two existing two- and
three-story commercial buildings and new
construction of a four-story rear addition),
has secured the building with iron gates. This
was not possible without neighbors alerting
authorities and continual participation in the
process, most specifically nextdoor neighbor
artist Skylar Fein, who has been subjected
to the brunt of vagrant occupation with a
constant looming possibility of violence and/
or fire.
#2, 2476 N. Rampart / 936-38 St. Roch
Avenue. Dan’s Bar has been owned since at
least 1978 by Daniel O. Peterson, and currently
Daniel O. Peterson III, of Chalmette, LA.
Formerly a headquarters of “Roch-n-Ramp”
social activity (in the 60’s?), it has been blighted
for easily the last 30 years. Leading the hopeful
charge towards eventual rehabilitation has
been FMIA Historian Gretchen Bomboy,
who actively attended countless Adjudication
Hearings across decades. Across the street
is the Healing Center, and most of the
nearby homes are well-kept examples of our
diverse community. The years of neglect and
final consummation by fire of the original
Schwegmann’s in Bywater is our worst fear.
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On December 3, 2019, Melvin’s one-story, wood-framed bar
at 2112 St. Claude was destroyed by fire; the small woodframed shed at 2100 St. Claude, connected to Smith’s, was
completely engulfed, and a two-story, wood-framed duplex at
1031 Frenchmen (owned by the Melvin’s family) had heavy
flames melt walls in the back; it is still not in commerce.
Con nued on page 5

Walking Tour con nued from page 4
Caretaker Tyrell is on the scene keeping the maintenance
up-to-date, while the owners are clearly, though slowly, rehabbing the building.

Bonus, back to the Rectangle, #5 2518-22 Dauphine. On
October 5th a brick wall fell onto Dauphine, then on October
24th, Hurricane Zeta finished it off. This was a continuation
of neglect of at least five buildings in Marigny and one in
Bywater, supposedly owned by James Thorick. No one knew
the outer walls of the remnants of the structure had been
held together by moving straps. In 1998 a second story had
fallen in on itself. When photos were taken of the rubble,
one exterior wall marked “Snoballs” had remained. All of
it is gone now. The rest of Mr. Thorick’s properties will be
explored as the Walking Tours are continued.

#4, 1924-26-28 Dauphine. Also in the Triangle, this Double
Creole Cottage has well-proportioned pilastered dormers
with arched nine-light windows, with plastered rez-dechaussée (ground floor) on three visible façades. The gable
has narrow weatherboards and the shutters are strap-hinged.
The overhang, or abat-vent, which appears to be rehabilitated,
is supported by a metal frame rather than Victorian style
brackets, which were often added later to many creole
cottages. Despite the rough shape of the Cottage, the exterior
of the dependency in the rear looks fresh.
Plans for a large Short-Term Rental, including a pool and
several off-street parking spaces, had been made and applied
for in 2018. The plans did not include on-property residents
or a clear line of ownership, and neighbors objected to overdevelopment and an obscured management. The Board of
Zoning Adjustments agreed; new applications have not been
submitted.
We can always use help identifying properties marring
our shared legacy. Send your suggestions to blight@
faubourgmarigny.org
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Speaking Volumes
By Sara Jacobelli, Assistant Branch Manager, Alvar Library
Library Impact Stories:
Read about Alvar’s history, staff, and patrons in a feature
article by Marie Simoneaux: Alvar Library: A Fixture of
the Community Since 1910. You can find it on our website:
https://nolalibraryimpact.org/ You can see photos and
article excerpts about Alvar Library on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter: @nolalibrary
This article is part of the Library’s monthly Location Spotlight
series, highlighting the unique stories of the individuals, families,
and communities that use each Library location, and the staff that
keeps them running. To have your Library story told, email impact@
nolalibrary.org.
Adult Winter Writing Contest
Do you need a project this winter? Have you always wanted to
enter a writing contest, but never got up the nerve? Are you
dreaming of an Escape from 2020? Here’s your chance!
Theme: Escape
Deadline: January 8, 2021, 5 pm
How to enter: Submit your original work via email to
contest@nolalibrary.org. Put “2021 Winter Writing Contest”
in the subject line. Paste the entire entry into the body of the
email along with your name, email address, phone number,
and Library card number. Emails with attachments will be
deleted unread. Entries will be accepted from December 4,
2020, until 5 pm on January 8, 2021. Only digital submissions
will be accepted this year. Interested parties without home
internet access are encouraged to reserve a 45-Minute InLibrary Session to submit entries.
Rules for entry:
• One entry per person.
• Winners will be selected on originality, quality, and
relevance to the theme.
• Entrants must be 18 years of age or older, have an active
New Orleans Public Library card, and be a resident of
Orleans Parish.
• Poems can be between 100-300 words. All other entries
must be between 500-1,000 words.
• All writings must be the original work of the participant
and not previously published.
Prizes:
1st place: $50 gift certificate
2nd place: $35 gift certificate
3rd place: $25 gift certificate

Contactless Pick-up & Drop-off Hours: We are now open
at Alvar Library for Contactless Pick-up & Drop-off from
Monday through Thursday, 10 am to 6 pm, and on Friday
and Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm. We are closed on holidays.
Please check our website for the days/hours of other Library
locations. http://nolalibrary.org/
Got kids or teens? When you come for Contactless Pick-up
and Drop-off, don’t forget to ask for our Weekly Craft Kits!
Our Teen Craft Kits are fun for adults as well. Looking for
more Crafts? Go to our website, nolalibrary.org
Select Research — Select Databases — Select Creativebug
Creativebug has more than 1,000 award-winning art & craft
video classes taught by recognized design experts and artists.
Enjoy unlimited access. Watch classes anytime, anywhere.
Since the classes never expire, you can start and stop projects
at your own pace. No pressure, just possibilities!
All Library locations except Alvar and Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. are open for 45-minute in-person appointments:
During these appointments, you can use the computers, print,
make copies, and browse the collection. Faxing is still not
available. Please call ahead first to make your appointment.
Book Bundles:
Our new Book Bundle Service allows a Library user to call
any location and provide a topic or author they’re interested
in. For example: Mystery novels, Louisiana history, Children’s
Arts & Crafts, books for pre-school Story Times, Diary of
a Wimpy Kid Series by Jeff Kinney, Vegetarian cookbooks,
New Orleans architecture, Louisiana food. David Sedaris,
John Grisham, Toni Morrison, Jewell Parker Rhodes,
Jacqueline Woodson, Alexander McCall Smith, James
Patterson, Colin Cotterill. Library staff will create a bundle of
2 to 5 books based on the topic or author and place them on
hold where the user can pick them up.

Con nued on page 8
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FMIA Board 2020-21
Allen Johnson, President
president@faubourgmarigny.org
Gary Deleaumont, Vice-President
gary@faubourgmarigny.org
Donna Wakeman, Treasurer
dwakeman@faubourgmarigny.org
Elisa Cool Murphy, Communications Director
ecool@faubourgmarigny.org
Jeff Bromberger
jbromberger@faubourgmarigny.org
Felipe Fischer
ffischer@faubourgmarigny.org
Bobby Moffett
rmoffett@faubourgmarigny.org
Jeffrey Seymour
jseymour@faubourgmarigny.org
Dr. Maurice Sholas
msholas@faubourgmarigny.org

FMIA Committees
Blight: Sunny Summers
blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Communications: Elisa Cool Murphy
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Finance: Donna Wakeman
treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Home Tour: Lisa Suarez
suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Historian: Gretchen Bomboy
historian@faubourgmarigny.org
Infrastructure: Dr. Maurice Sholas
msholas@faubourgmarigny.org
Land Use: Jeffrey Seymour
landuse@faubourgmrigny.org
Marigny Green: Deborah Oppenheim
deborah104@gmail.com
Membership: Elisa Cool Murphy,
ecool@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter: Lisa Suarez
suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Newsletter Ad Manager: Kip Hollar
ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Outreach: Lisa Faatland
outreach@faubourgmarigny.org
NOPD Liaison: Lisa Suarez (5th)
suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
NOPD Liaison: Felipe Fischer (8th)
ffischer@faubourgmarigny.org
Over Tourism: TBD
STR Enforcement: Margaret Walker
str@faubourgmarigny.org
Washington Park: Eric Epstein
TBD
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Speaking Volumes con nued from page 6
Virtual Storytimes
Read, sing, talk, write, and play together virtually in a
format designed for children from birth to 5 years old and
their caregivers. Storytime videos will premiere at 10am on
Mondays.
Bilingual Storytimes Spanish/English
Students of Tulane University’s Latin American studies
program and teacher preparation & certification program will
read bilingual stories.
In partnership with the Pebbles Center and the Roger Thayer
Stone Center for Latin American Studies.
La Hora del Cuento Virtual/Virtual Storytime videos will
premiere at 10am on Thursdays.
Homework Help:
Visit homework.nolalibrary.org to learn about the wide variety
of resources, projects, and services the Library provides to
help with homework for all grade levels.
• Live Online Tutor
• Skills Builder
• Homework help and tutoring for K through basic college
level
• Writing Center
• Career Center
• Adult Education Center
ABCmouse.com is a global education initiative whose
goal is to help children build a strong foundation for future
academic success by providing a comprehensive and engaging
online curriculum to assist early learners to succeed in pre-k,
kindergarten, and early elementary school programs.
Brittanica Library: Research sources include three databases,
thousands of curated articles and magazines, images,
videos, audio clips, primary sources, maps, research tools,
and recommended websites, along with a pop-up MerriamWebster’s Dictionary and Thesaurus.
There are three levels: Children’s, Young Adults, and
Reference.
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Brittanica Ebooks: Hundreds of full color and black and
white non-fiction downloadable e-books for ages preschool
to 18.
Biography Reference Center: EBSCO’s comprehensive
collection of more than 450,000 full text biographies,
including the complete full text run of Biography Today
and Biography Magazine, as well as thousands of narrative
biographies that are not available in other databases.
Learning Express Library: A comprehensive interactive
learning platform of tests, courses, and career preparation for
students and adults.
• Adult Core Skills
• Career Preparation
• College Admissions Test Preparation
• College Students
• High School Equivalency Center
• Recursos Para Hispanohablantes
• School Center
Stream indie Flicks & Documentaries with Kanopy:
Use your NOPL Library card to watch over 30,000 selected
independent, foreign language, classic, and documentary films
for free! https://nolalibrary.kanopy.com/
Learn a new language for free using your NOPL Library
card!
Choose from 80 languages to learn with Pronunciator, our
free language learning service.
go to nolalibrary.org Select Research — Select Databases —
Select Pronunciator
http://learning.pronunciator.com/getstarted.php?library_
id=19051
January closings for NOPL:
All Locations will be closed on the following days:
New Year’s Eve
Thursday, December 31st, 2020
New Year’s Day
Friday, January 1st, 2021
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, January 18th, 2020

December2020 Public Safety Report; 5th District NONPACC
(New Orleans Neighbors & Police Anti-Crime Council)
Meeting was held via WebEx (similar to Zoom, participation
by website or phone), Wednesday Dec. 9 at 6:00 p.m.
Same format will be used for the foreseeable future on the
traditional 2nd Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Email mgschuler@nola.
gov for link.
Attendance: Mary Ochletree from Palmer’s Office was there.
Shirley from BNA, Joanna and Stephanie from St. Claude/St.
Roch. Marigny present by phone.

The Captain was empathetic and agreed that even with
the furloughs he could increase visible patrols. “Please
understand, Major Case Narcotics for NOPD is 8 people.
Jefferson Parish has fifty.
The Captain also agreed NOPD would still like to know
about Quality-of-Life issues. Shirley from BNA brought up
unlicensed STR’s and gunshots on Poland Avenue. Marigny
had previously made a complaint about un-permitted roofing,
including unabated asbestos removal, where neighbors with
asthma had to leave their own home because they couldn’t
breathe. They were afraid to report due to possible retaliation.
Reports were made to no avail…
In conclusion, we were asked to continue to be vigilant when
unloading groceries from a car, and putting gas in the car. He
said the Armed Robberies and Carjackings are not occurring
as much in the 5th, but four times a night all over the city.

8th District Neighborhood Walk with
Community Liaison Officers

Captain Young began by describing some recent successes,
including the bulldozed drug house at France and Villere,
after 5 years of complaints. Its neighbor was purchased by
a bank. He stated that Courts will allow Police to disperse
people in “Encampments” on empty lots more easily from
buildings, no matter how bad the buildings are. (But then
where will they go?) He will be addressing the encampment
next to 2600 St. Claude; see photo.
First time I ever heard of NOPD attending a Code
Enforcement Hearing! The Captain attended, concerning 2
properties at Music and Villere, also plagued by shootings
(heroin and gun), vagrancy, trash, etc. The Hearing Officer
“wasn’t having it” from the Out-of-State owners, who
were immediately fined $4000.00, and threatened with
another $500.00 per day within the next 60 to 90 days. If no
significant progress is made, the city will tear it down and put
a lien on the property. A son is living in one of the houses
amid criminal violations from the 5th District.
“There is an end in sight for this one,” we were told.
Coordinated efforts between the Neighborhood Association
(Julie @ St. Roch Improvement Assoc.), Code Enforcement,
City Council, Sanitation, and NOPD seem to be having some
effect, but neighbors complained, “It’s never been this bad.
On the 1400 block of Arts Street turf wars from drug dealers
are shooting through walls. Civil processes, evictions, don’t
work. We are in a literal crossfire.

On November 16th at 5 p.m., Officers Brunfeld and
Gettridge were excellent partners in this Triangle excursion.
What had been a constant thorn in the side of neighbors
until COVID shut it down, Iggy’s Bar was a hive of activity
outside, until patrons sensed photos being taken. “Get

inside everyone,” was the refrain. Labeled a “Nuisance Bar,”
separate requirements have been established for easily a year.
Even after pandemic rules loosened for bars, they are not
permitted to have outdoor seating, among other infractions.
During the Walk, safety and security of the neighborhood
as well as more lighting and signage were discussed. The
Officers encouraged the idea of restarting Neighborhood
Watch which 8th District FMIA Liaison Felipe Fischer is
spearheading. If you are in the Triangle, and have safety
Con nued on page 10
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Public Safety con nued from page 9
concerns, please email Felipe (ffischer@faubourgmarigny.
org) to join the Watch, as he and others would like to get a
group together. Felipe has placed new signs notifying there is
24-hour surveillance on Touro Street.
Officer Gettridge said he will periodically walk the
neighborhood in the afternoons and at night with us to
make sure he gets to know everyone, and to show a police
presence. We discussed what we could do to help to blighted
areas and encourage neighborhood participation. Unlike
the 5th District, he suggested calling the non-emergency
line (821-2222) to report something. All crimes should be
reported, even if you left your own car door unlocked.
People are not reporting damage or vandalism as they
should.
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December FMIA Board Meeting 12/3/20
Start 7:07 PM
Present: Allen Johnson, Donna Wakeman, Jeffrey Seymour, Bobby
Moffett, Dr. Maurice Sholas, Gary Deleaumont. Absent: Elisa Cool
Murphy, Felipe Fischer, Jeff Bromberger
Meeting Place: Zoom
President’s Report- Allen Johnson
Parklets: Trial is underway in French Market and at other locations
with mixed results.
Holiday Caroling: Given the restrictions in place for the
foreseeable future, Holiday Caroling will be cancelled for this year.
Home Tour: Whether the 2021 Home Tour will be held is under
advisement with the committee chair.

STRs – Allen Johnson
Hearings were resumed for violations of STR regulations. Process
was very impressive.
Mardi Gras
Given that Mardi Gras parades have been cancelled for 2021,
it was proposed that the FMIA sponsor Mardi Gras house
decoration awards to boost neighborhood morale. Donna
Wakeman motioned that 1st, 2nd and 3rd place awards be
given. Jeffrey Seymour seconded the motion, which was carried
unanimously.
Meeting Adjourned 8:45 PM

Frenchmen Art Market: The market has been closed by the
current owner of the property.
Treasurer’s Report- Donna Wakeman
Monthly financial report was provided to the board via email.
Approval was motioned by Gary deLeaumont, seconded by Dr.
Maurice Sholas and passed unanimously.
The budget for the balance of our fiscal year was presented to the
board. Following discussion, it was motioned by Gary Deleaumont
to approve as presented, seconded by Jeffrey Seymour and passed
unanimously.
Land Use Report- Jeffrey Seymour
621 Elysian Fields, a hotel project on the site of the former
Aquatic Gardens, is being closely followed.
Outdoor Live Entertainment Study is complete and being
presented to the CPC on Dec. 8
Subdividing Buildings - FMIA has weighed in that we want
neighbors over visitors.
Concerns about program intended to provide more housing will
create more units for out- of-town guests and pieds-à-terres.
Blight- Sunny Dawn Summers
Dan’s Bar was reported to the city, which quickly agreed that the
building is in imminent danger of collapse and intends to take
corrective action. Neighbors have been reporting it for years.
List of buildings in the neighborhood has been prepared and
prioritized. The list will be published on the association website.
Eighth District- Allen Johnson
Neighborhood Walk-Through with the community relations
officer was conducted.
NEW BUSINESS
Street Renaming- Dr. Maurice Sholas
The city has undertaken to rename streets that have been
named for Confederates and other racists. A committee was
appointed and is preparing to issue a preliminary report. In our
neighborhood, McShane Place has been proposed to be renamed
Guillaume Place in recognition of a gentleman who in 1867
highjacked a streetcar in protest. Other names were discussed. Dr.
Sholas indicated that the project is still in process.
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Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association
PO Box 3216
New Orleans, LA 70177
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Find us at
facebook.com/theFMIA
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