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President’s Letter
By Allen Johnson

A New Board
On October 1, the FMIA welcomed new Board Members
Gary Deleaumont, Dr. Maurice Sholas, Felipe Fischer and
Jeffrey Seymour. Anytime you bring a new Board together,
there is excitement as we make plans for the future. And
this can be seen in the election of officers and choosing
of committee assignments. I would like you to read the
new Committee List and contact the chairperson if you’re
interested in serving on a Committee. You can also feel free
to contact the Committee Chairperson if you need assistance
from them or can provide assistance to them.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the departing Board
Members, Lisa Suarez, Pat Galloway, Ray Buntin and Mark
Malouse for their dedication and service. Enjoy your wellearned break!!

Blight
Starting in the Spring, the FMIA decided to strategically
attack blighted properties in our neighborhood, and asked
for nominations from you, our members. As suggested by
Councilmember Palmer’s office, we decided to focus on the
seemingly worst properties first, as this had proven to be a
successful strategy in Algiers. The sites we chose were: 1) the
former Frankie & Johnny’s (2600 St. Claude), 2) Dan’s Bar
(N Rampart and St. Roch) 3) The former tire store at 2100
Con nued on page 2

To read Board Member Donna Wakeman’s

Outdoor Entertainment
Study Comments
Please find this story in November’s
“Les Amis de Marigny online”

Kudos and New Installment
of the Walking Tour
Congratulations to Doerr Furniture, 914 Elysian Fields,
for being named “Best Locally Owned Furniture Store” in
the Goods and Services category of Gambit Magazine’s
Best of New Orleans 2020 readers’ poll. (https://www.
nola.com/gambit/events/article_ae252de0-fd11-11ea-a7a297d25ad9fdec.html) The Marigny also scored well with the
Louisiana Music Factory (421 Frenchmen St), second for Best
Locally Owned Music Store; Electric Ladyland Tattoo (610
Frenchmen St.) and Downtown Tattoo (501 Frenchmen St.),
second and third for Best Tattoo/Piercing Parlor; and the
Metairie Small Animal Hospital (Marigny location, by Robért
on Elysian Fields), first for Best Veterinary/Animal Clinic.
Most streets in the Faubourg Marigny have extraordinary
collections of buildings, with the 2000 and 2100 blocks
of Burgundy so outstanding, that only a few at a time
can be recognized. This month’s Self-Guided Walking
Tour switches over to the Triangle, beginning with the
Doerr’s flagship building. Built in the early 1930’s as a Ford
Dealership, when vehicles were still sold from pedestrianCon nued on page 4

President’s Le er con nued from page 1
St. Claude and 4) 1924 Dauphine. Under the leadership of
Sunny Summers, our Blight Committee Chairperson, we have
already started to see some success as the owner of Frankie
& Johnny’s (MACO) has agreed to patrol the building, and
secure it properly, and we’re going to continue to assure that
the property doesn’t revert to being the drag on the Quality
of Life that it has been. Due to our work there, there are
adjudication hearings scheduled for the lots next to it on 2608
and 2612 St. Claude. Also, there is an adjudication hearing
scheduled for 2100 St. Claude.
However hard we work, we aren’t perfect. One property we
missed was 742 Franklin / 2518-22 Dauphine. I looked at
this property and saw that it was boarded up, but thought
the other properties were more urgent. I couldn’t have
been more wrong, as from street level I couldn’t tell that
the roof had completely collapsed. So, on October 9, a
brick wall fell off on the Dauphine side, and the building
is in severe distress and is in danger of falling on other
house or onto people on the sidewalk. Aerial photos show
that the owner has stabilized that wall by tying it up with
yellow moving straps attached to support beams inside the
building. Councilmember Palmer and her staff (especially
Mary Ocheltree, our point person in this endeavor) have
jumped on this, and Code Enforcement should have brought
this building down by the time you received this newsletter.
Hopefully, we can address these properties before they reach
this condition. We thank you for your help identifying these
properties and urge you to send more suggestions to blight@
faubourgmarigny.org.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!

FMIA Mission Statement
To protect, maintain and support Faubourg Marigny in the
City of New Orleans and particularly that portion of it lying
between the Mississippi River and St. Claude Avenue and
between Esplanade Avenue and Homer Plessy Way, including
all buildings, improvements and properties adjoining said
avenues and situated in the areas immediately adjacent to
same; to promote the physical, cultural, architectural and
historical values of said section and to secure adequate
enforcement of all laws of the City of New Orleans and the
State of Louisiana affecting or pertaining to it.

2020 Commercial Advertising
Per-month Rates 1-2 times/year*
Full
Half
Quarter
Business
Back
Page
Page
Page
Card
Cover**
$130
$70
$40
Special***
$100
Per-month Rates @3+ times/year
Full
Half
Quarter
Business
Back
Page
Page
Page
Card
Cover**
$104
$56
$32
$20
$80
*10% off these rates for FMIA Members!
**Only one available — first come first serve.
***$5 COVID 19 SPECIAL — new advertisers only.
Ads should be photo-ready in .pdf, .jpg or .png format, with
a minimum of 300 dpi. No bleeds. Print is in b/w, but online
is in color. Deadline is 15th of each month.
Full Page finished size: 7.5” w x 9.5” h.
Half-Page finished size: 7.5” w x 4.5”h.
Quarter-Page finished size: 3.5”w 4.5’’h.
Business Card finished size: 3.5”w x 2”h.
Info: ads@faubourgmarigny.org

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is published each month except July and
December. Back Issues are available online at www.theFMIA.org.
Contents of Les Ami de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor and / or
byline columnist.
For information regarding advertising including rates contact
Ads@FaubourgMarigny.org or check www.theFMIA.org.
Printing by: Printall, Inc .
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Info to keep Marigny Green —
Deborah Oppenheim
will be back next month
SOUL NOLA
Sustaining Our Urban Landscape (SOUL) is working to
reforest New Orleans strategically and at a meaningful scale
through community tree plantings. Trees have the capacity
to absorb an enormous amount of stormwater runoff,
mitigate subsidence, clean our air, soil, and water, lower our
air temperatures and energy bills, and make our city more
livable and beautiful. We need more of them!

The US Forest Service declared New Orleans the most
deforested city in the country after Hurricane Katrina
decimated 100,000 trees. However, even pre-Katrina, our
urban landscape was suffering from a dire lack of trees. By
the end of this planting season, SOUL will have planted
more than 4,700 large, native, water-loving trees since our
inception in 2016. Our ultimate goal is to plant an urban
forest of over one million trees. The trees that we plant are
free for all participants.
If you would like a tree at your home or business, all you
need to do is fill out an easy, online permit. Once received,
SOUL will visit your property and assess the planting
location and desired species, will permit your application
through the Department of Parks and Parkways, will
purchase your tree(s) from trusted growers, and will plant
your tree(s) with the help of volunteers. All you need
to do is water your tree(s) for a year while the roots get
established!
Planting season runs from November through March, and
SOUL accepts permit applications year-round. Fill one out
here: www.soulnola.org/get-trees.
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Walking Tour con nued from page 1
oriented locations contributing to downtowns, an example
of our important residential-commercial mix. Even though
the original business entrance on Burgundy is no longer used,
its impressive presence is intact. A practitioner of the timehonored tradition of building re-purposing, Doerr Furniture
was established in 1938.
Often called “Art Deco” in style, this cousin is “Art
Moderne,” retaining similar scale and symmetry, though
the ornamentation became more subdued and streamlined.
Building material colors are more earthy, typically in ivory,
sandstone or pumice tones. Initially reflecting tough
economic times, new technologies and building materials
informed development of the style, then evolved into
Streamline Moderne or Moderne. Glass manufacturers,
whose industry had been devastated by the Depression,
sought to expand product lines. Glass block made its debut
in the 1930s necessitating metal fittings similar to many other
manufactured products possessing elements of Streamline
Moderne design, quickly finding a place in a myriad of
commercial and industrial applications. Market data (even
without computers) began to be employed, and storefronts
were designed to draw in shoppers and spur consumer
confidence and spending.
Compare with the storefronts across the street at 2120
Burgundy, built in 1880. Though larger sheets of rolled
plate glass were introduced in the 1880s, these have no
flaws and probably replaced divided lights at some point.
Recessed vestibule entrance doors became an extension of
the sidewalk. The configuration was desired by merchants
because they served to funnel potential customers directly
into the store, and allowed for window shopping after
hours. An observer
in 1903 described
this phenomenon,
“The easily tempted
customers…find
themselves, literally,
in the shop before
they are aware.”
Clerestory windows
give additional light
to the interior. The
posted building
permits date to 2015,
and it’s a mystery as
to what lies ahead
for this spectacular,
though dog-eared
commercial space
with residences
above, accessed by
the side doors.

4

2101 Burgundy the five-unit Marigny Loft Condos, began
life as a tobacco warehouse in 1832. Former resident
Brian Frye says he could still get a whiff of tobacco when
the humidity was up. The building went through several
permutations, including in 1851 the Villeneuve Brothers
Grocery and Bar, and between 1947 and 1953 a company
that sold tobacco from vending machines, where
author/historian Keith Wheldon Medley, who grew up on
Burgundy, says his parents used to send him when they

needed cigarettes. Brian tells us his unit, the end cap on
Frenchmen, still had a phone line and mechanical controls
from what had been the manager’s office for the Ford
Dealership next door, loading docks still used for Doerr
Furniture. The condos have a second floor, which you can
see in the metal dormers projecting from the roof.
Con nued on page 5

Walking Tour con nued from page 4
Crossing Frenchmen
and then to the
riverside of Burgundy,
next to The John, is
2034 Burgundy. Built
in 1880, the threebay single shotgun,
galleried across the
front, with Italianate
details has a steep hip
roof which extends
to cover the bracketed
overhang and drop
siding. The “Painted
Lady” has been
featured a number of
times on the FMIA Spring Home and Garden Tour. There is
a camelback addition, a lap pool in the narrow side yard and
an entrance leading to a side gallery. Notice it is set back from
the street, with a shallow front yard, unusual in Marigny.

Crossing to the lakeside, the double photo shows neighbors
2021-23 Burgundy, built in 1860, and 2019, built in 1800.
The double shotgun with low hip roof has very interesting
window and door Greek Revival “pointed” pediments,
especially when compared with 2019 next door’s “broken”
pediment with shell detail. Both could be construed as having
Classical, or even “Federal” influences, though built 60 years
apart, each with pediment details hardly seen in the Creole
Faubourgs.
2019 Burgundy is a two-bay Creole Cottage with a high,
pitched canted roof, forming the bracketed overhang. The
full length six-over-nine double hung arched window is
echoed in by the transom window above the glass-over-panel
door, topped by the aforementioned pediments. While the
pediments are most probably original, the door may not be,
as this style is Victorian. While the home appears to be singlefamily, there are two units, one which housed Dr. Seidler’s
dental office in 1897.

2009 Burgundy was originally a Double Creole Cottage,
with high, gabled roof (see side photo insert), relatively large
dormers (possibly indicating post 1840 construction) with
arched four-light windows, and narrow weatherboards. The
stucco arch façade is a different story. A number of buildings
in the Marigny made these types of stylistic renovations in
the 1930s. Correct observation or not, sometimes additions
and alterations can add to the variety and rhythm of our built
environment – architecture as a cultural expression – without
jarring our senses.
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October 2020 Public Safety Report;
5th District NONPACC (New Orleans Neighbors & Police Anti-Crime Council)
Meeting was held via WebEx (similar to Zoom, participation
by website or phone), Wednesday Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Same format will be used for the foreseeable future on the
traditional 2nd Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Email mgschuler@nola.
gov for link.
Attendees: Captain Frank Young, Lt. Williams, Sgt. Roderick
Franklin, Director of Code Enforcement Winston Reid, one
person from Marigny, one person from Bywater, one person
from St. Claude, and others.
Captain Young began the meeting reviewing the current stats:
Property Crimes, Down 10%. Crimes to Persons, Up 6%,
this includes murders, 38 as of October, vs. 11 at this time
last year. Murders are rarely random violence, but retaliatory,
often gang activity.
Last year was “an anomaly,” a historic low, not seen since
the 1960s. We have gone back to similar levels of 2017 and
2018 with 64 non-fatal shootings, (44 last year), 59 Armed
Robberies (49 last year) and 402 stolen vehicles (329 last
year). There have been fewer Car Burglaries, 322 vs. 400;
fewer Residence Burglaries 135 vs. 169; and fewer Simple
Thefts, 266 vs. 441 in 2019.
Crimes trending in the 5th District are car jackings at gas
stations and while people are unloading groceries at their
homes. After filling up, or emptying groceries, “pedestrians”
with guns approach, get in your car, and drive off. Persons in
those vehicles then go on city-wide robbery sprees. Observe
what is going on around you. If you see persons matching
your pace at the gas station, go back in the store and call 911.
If you see people you don’t know on the street while you are
unloading your car, stop. Go in your house and wait. Do Not
Leave Your Keys in Your Car.
From Director of Code Enforcement Winston Reid: blighted
buildings at France and Villere, “shooting galleries” for
the last couple of years, are scheduled for demolition. The

Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer

Since 1984
Same Location

6

5229 St. Claude Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70117

Captain said he would be cutting a ribbon of crime scene tape
when the heavy equipment arrives.
Mr. Reid was then asked about the blighted building at 2600
St. Claude, corner of Franklin. “Well there’s no question
there have been administrative set-backs, but we are now
instituting a comprehensive, holistic approach, addressing
blight as a whole, a collaborative effort using Municipal
Court, my department, the Homeless Task Force, Sanitation,
every legal angle- not a sling-shot approach.” There will be a
TIGER Team (Team Intelligence Gathering and Enforcement
Response) from Parking Control to deal with the RVs.
He committed to results within a week. The steel going up
on the MACO building will be the same coverings used,
since Katrina, on the windows at the school on Franklin and
Claiborne.
Captain Young said he had already begun using the same
techniques for the Neutral Ground at St. Claude and Franklin
that he used at Franklin and N. Robertson: regular visits,
combined “sweeps,” similar to those also used by the 8th
District (Triangle) at Decatur and Esplanade.
NEW! 5th District now issuing its own newsletter.

FMIA Board 2020-21
Allen Johnson, President
president@faubourgmarigny.org
Gary Deleaumont, Vice-President
gary@faubourgmarigny.org
Donna Wakeman, Treasurer
dwakeman@faubourgmarigny.org
Elisa Cool Communications Director
ecool@faubourgmarigny.org
Jeff Bromberger
jbromberger@faubourgmarigny.org
Felipe Fischer
ffischer@faubourgmarigny.org
Bobby Moffett
rmoffett@faubourgmarigny.org
Jeffrey Seymour
jseymour@faubourgmarigny.org
Dr. Maurice Sholas
msholas@faubourgmarigny.org

FMIA Committees
Blight
Sunny Summers - blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Communications
Elisa Cool - secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Finance
Donna Wakeman - treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Home Tour
Lisa Suarez - suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Historian
Gretchen Bomboy - historian@faubourgmarigny.org
Infrastructure
Dr. Maurice Sholas - msholas@faubourgmarigny.org
Land Use
Jeffrey Seymour - landuse@faubourgmrigny.org
Marigny Green
Deborah Oppenheim - deborah104@gmail.com
Membership
Elisa Cool - ecool@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter
Lisa Suarez - suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Kip Hollar, Ad Manager - ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Outreach
Lisa Faatland - outreach@faubourgmarigny.org
NOPD Liaison
Lisa Suarez (5th) - suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Felipe Fischer (8th) - ffischer@faubourgmarigny.org
Over Tourism
TBD
STR Enforcement
Margaret Walker - str@faubourgmarigny.org
Washington Park
Eric Epstein - TBD
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Speaking Volumes
By Sara Jacobelli, Assistant Branch Manager, Alvar Library
New Contactless Pick-up & Drop-off Hours: We are now
open at Alvar Library for Contactless Pick-up & Drop off
from Monday through Thursday, from 10 am to 6 pm, and
on Friday and Saturday, from 10 am to 5 pm. We are closed
on holidays. Please check our website for the days/hours of
other Library locations. http://nolalibrary.org/
Got kids? When you come for contactless pick-up and dropoff, don’t forget to ask for our Weekly Craft Kits!
Homework Help: Visit homework.nolalibrary.org to learn
about the wide variety of resources, projects, and services the
Library provides to help with homework for all grade levels.
Download Our New & improved Mobile App Today!
Access the New Orleans Public Library anytime, anywhere on
your mobile device by using the NOLA Library App. Quickly
find our locations, hours, and contact information; check your
Library account, learn about upcoming events; use featured
e-resources; and much more. It’s available now for download
on the App Store and Google Play: http://nolalibrary.org/
page/455/library-apps
Get free access to the New York Times! Get full access to
nytimes.com from any computer connected to the Library’s
Internet network and read unlimited articles for free. To use
the service away from the Library, call any branch and ask a
Library staff member for a 72-hour pass.
You can now reserve a Culture Pass to the New Orleans
Museum of Art (NOMA), the Audubon Nature Institute,
the National World War II Museum, and the New Canal
Lighthouse Museum. Go to our website: http://nolalibrary.
org / Select Borrow. Select Culture Pass. Follow the
instructions to reserve the pass. You can also call any Library
location for assistance in reserving a Culture Pass.
Grow your Own Flowers and Produce! Did you know
you can check out seeds at two New Orleans Public Library
locations? Hubbell Library and Mid-City Library offer seed
libraries to anyone with a New Orleans Public Library card.
Check out our website for further info: http://nolalibrary.
org/article/142/grow-your-own-flowers-and-produce
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Job Hunting Resources: The Library has many free
resources to help you hunt for a job, prepare for a new
career, and increase your skills. Explore our collection of Job
Hunting Resources. We provide a list of job search websites,
ways to update your skills, unemployment resources, and
suggested reading lists: http://nolalibrary.org/page/466/jobhunting-resources
COVID-19 Resources: https://ready.nola.gov/home/
I have a question about my account. Who can help me?
To speak with a librarian, call 504-383-4682 Mondays through
Saturdays from 10am to 5pm. You can also submit a request
by clicking on the Ask A Librarian button on our website:
http://nolalibrary.org/
Virtual Writing Workshop led by Katy Balma: Email her
at kbalma@nolalibrary.org to register and to get the Zoom
meeting information.
All genres are welcome, and participants should clarify
whether they are submitting poetry, fiction, creative
nonfiction, or a play. Each program will open with an
optional writing prompt for those without a prepared work;
this will allow everyone in attendance to share their writing
and receive feedback. Katy will use standard workshop/peer
Con nued on page 9

Speaking Volumes con nued from page 8
critique norms and etiquette, which will be explained and
reviewed briefly during each workshop. This is a recurring
program. It occurs every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month
through December.
Free Virtual Civil Legal Clinic Available to Low-Income
People: The New Orleans Public Library and Southeast
Louisiana Legal Services (SLIS) are pleased to announce the
launch of a new virtual legal clinic for eligible Library users.
The legal clinic focuses on assisting low-income families and
individuals with civil legal issues involving areas such as the
following:
• Evictions
• Landlord-tenant disputes
• Federal tax issues
• Employment
• Public benefits (SNAP food stamps, Medicaid, Medicare,
Social Security)
• Foreclosures
• Bankruptcies
• Consumer issues
• Divorces

The clinic does not handle personal injury, criminal
cases, or malpractice cases. It takes place every 2nd and
4th Wednesday of the month. Library users are asked to
sign up ahead of time for an appointment to speak with an
attorney by phone or video conference. Appointments are
limited. https://nolalibrary.wufoo.com/forms/southeastlouisiana-legal-services-assistance-form/
If you have additional questions or would prefer to sign up by
phone, call Rosa Keller Library & Community Center at 504596-2660 or Nora Navra Library at 504-596-3118. MondaysFridays from 10 am to 5 pm.
Stream indie Flicks & Documentaries with Kanopy:
Use your NOPL Library card to watch over 30,000 selected
independent, foreign language, classic, and documentary films
for free! https://nolalibrary.kanopy.com/
Learn a new language for free using your NOPL Library
card! Choose from 80 languages to learn with Pronunciator,
our free language learning service. http://learning.
pronunciator.com/getstarted.php?library_id=19051
November closings for NOPL:
Election Day: Tuesday, November 3rd
Thanksgiving Eve: All locations close at 5 pm on Wednesday,
November 25th
Thanksgiving Day: Thursday, November 26th
Veteran’s Day (observed): Friday, November 27th
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10-1-20 October FMIA Board Meeting;
Conference Call; Start 7:05PM
Present: Allen Johnson, Elisa Cool Murphy, Donna Wakeman,
Jeffrey Seymour, Bobby Moffit, Maurice Sholas, Felipe Fischer,
Gary de Leaumont, Mark Malouse
Absent: Jeff Bromberger
President’s Report
• Welcome to the new board members
• Gov. Nicholls Wharves: Audubon is seeking an additional
10MM loan to support the zoo, current monies diverted to the
health of the zoo, thus the Wharf project has been pushed back
further.
• 3:2:3 - Phase 3 Reopening - Includes the addition of parklets.
• Mary Cunningham Ride Around - 1924 Dauphine, Gas
Station by Melvin’s, Bishop Perry Center, Trash Palace, The John,
Iggy’s, Aquatic Gardens, Dan’s Bar, 800 block of Railroad Tracks
(water issue), HANO Lot, Homer Plessy, Riley Lots, Mandeville
by river, Rampart Apt/BNB by Robért, Old Town Hotel, “Red
Haus.”
• STR Hearings Beginning - October 21, 2020.
• Street Improvement Project - Most participants excited about
changes to Elysian Fields
• Aquatic Gardens: New owners requesting subdivision of lot
to go before CPC. Project has gone through multiple rounds
of review at the A.R.C. Three buildings to face Elysian Fields.
Fourth building will be on Chartres. The fifth and final building
will be on Royal. Scale of building(s) has been reduced.
• Treasurer’s Report - Sent via email
• Membership Report - 208 Members (-4), 197 active (-5).
New Business
• Elections: Allen Johnson remains President (Maurice moves,
Donna seconds, passes), Gary Deleaumont becomes Vice
President (Donna moves, Filipe seconds, passes), Donna
Wakeman becomes Treasurer (Elisa moves, Gary seconds,
passes), Elisa Cool Murphy remains Corresponding Secretary
(Gary moves, Donna seconds, passes), Regarding Secretary,
suspended to introduce a combined secretary or Communication
Direction position to the board (Gary motions, passes).
• Land Use: Jeffrey proposes an updated one-sheet document
that informs neighbors of relevant projects, their status, related
concerns, and a sense of priority.
• Existing issues:
900 St Ferdinand land use stance is to request denial, BZA
rules exist with purpose.
Aquatic Gardens land use variance doesn’t just impact the
immediate property but the surrounding properties on side
streets. Land Use stance is to deny zoning requests due to
impact on surrounded properties and the precedent this sets
for our and other mostly residential neighborhoods.
• New Items:
813 Frenchmen Street owners (Ben Jaffey) wish to
renovate building to provide roof access and install
elevator, to accommodate coffee shop, residence. Needs
waiver on maximum floor area (from 2.4 to 2.6) to allow
elevator. Owner owns adjacent property and failed at early
attempts to combine buildings. This may be a means to do
so. Concerns discussed include potential damage to trees
with addition of curb cut and driveway.
2460 Burgundy Street requesting moving from two-family
home to three family home. Addition will require turning
current cottage addition into a two-story building. Owner
has been engaging with neighbors and the FMIA. To
attend NPP.
Holy Cross Former School Development - Issue of neglect.
Holy Cross neighborhood has asked for FMIA support in the form
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of a letter to the city. Elisa motions to support Holy Cross, Gary
seconds, passes.
Cool Murphy Real Estate - planning to create a welcome kit for
new neighbors, offers to include FMIA newsletter, and information
about how to join/welcome letter from the FMIA. Felipe motions
to include, Gary seconds, passes.
Committee Leadership - Jeffrey to continue to chair Land Use,
Lisa to continue to chair Newsletter, Felipe to step up and oversee
relationship with 8th District, Margaret to continue with STR,
Deborah to continue Marigny Green, Donna to step up and oversee
Finance, Elisa to continue with Membership, Sunny to continue
with Blight, Washington Square Park leadership needed, OverTourism leadership needed.
Old Business
• 2600 St Claude - to become 42 units of affordable housing
with parking. Crime and safety issues. The Mako company, out
of Missouri, owns the property. Will seal the building in 7-10
days. Elisa moves that Sunny Sommers (blight committee)
should reach out to local media on behalf of the neighborhood.
Maurice seconded the motion. Passed unanimously.
• EDD - aka French Quarter Task Force funded by milage which
is up for renewal through voting this December. Elisa motions
that we present a letter to the city recognizing how the Marigny
shoulders its fair share of tourists and thus should receive its
fair share of uniformed officers for their and our safety. Maurice
seconded the motion. Passed unanimously.
• French Quarter & Frenchmen Pedestrianization - Allen
serves as a member of the city’s ‘Tiger Team,’ on this issue. City
moving to turning Frenchmen into a night-time pedestrian mall.
Former FMIA member survey was open to this plan only if we
received real uniformed officer presence.
• French Market Place & Parklet - set to be the test subject for
parklets and outdoor dining. Easily patrolled. Allen to send letter
addressing concerns around crime & safety.
• Frenchmen St. Parklet - On hold. Too many infrastructure and
security implications.
• French Quarter Pedestrianization - Discussed concerns which
include adding to list of city efforts when there are vital efforts
going underserved. Parking concerns. Safety concerns. All of
which will further strangle the underfed needs in the Marigny.
Commute issue for Marigny residents to city jobs. Motion to
write letter from Lisa Suarez, Pat seconds, passes.
• 900 St Ferdinand: Up before BZA this month, requesting
variance for a two-family home. Current lot depth prevents
buyer from building a two-family home without variance. FMIA
discussion concerns on property being built for profit and
compromising neighbors’ quality of life. Allen to submit letter to
BZA.
Adjourns 9:30 pm

FMIA General Meeting Minutes: 9/21/2020 7:09 PM
President’s Report: Allen Johnson

New Business:

1. STR - Working to have a guest speaker from the city for our next
meeting. If you have an offending property please contact the
STR office.
2. Sewage & Water Board - City and council pushing for citizens to
keep catch basins clean. Please do what you can.
3. NCIS - Filming at Royal and Frenchmen this week over the next
few days. See posters for aid with parking and contacts for other
needs and questions.
4. Aquatic Gardens - Property is pending sale. People coming in
want to do a five-building compound of STR hotels. All new
construction. Hotels are limited to 10,000 feet. This would allow
five buildings up to 10,000 sq. ft. each. Builders petitioning the
city to subdivide the property to allow for this compound.
5. 900 St Ferdinand - CPC staff supported zoning change. Did not
include FMIA’s petition initially. Revised viewpoint upon the
FMIA reaching out.
6. Pedestrianization - Councilwoman Palmer responded and
supported the neighborhood concerns of to turn Orleans into a
pedestrian mall -- neighbors feared this bisecting of the Quarter
would make traveling difficult among other concerns. City
continues to pursue the pedestrianization of Frenchmen Street.
The FMIA wrote letters of concern as there is no existing police
presence on this street currently and pedestrianization would
require police presence.
7. French Quarter EED - Millage renewal is up for vote this year.
FMIA is staying on top of this situation.
8. Bike Paths - Working on Elysian. City to begin work on Franklin
October, 2020.

Election Results: Full slate is accepted. Gary de Leaumont Past
President, seats to be filled by Felipe Fischer, Dr. Maurice Shoalas,
Jeffrey Seymour, motion to accept slate by Elisa Cool Murphy and
seconded by Lisa Suarez. Passed unanimously.
COVID Testing This Weekend - Courtesy of Roots of Music Saturday, Sept 26th, Roots will host a drive-thru coronavirus testing
event from 10am-2pm! There will be special guests, a food drive
benefiting Second Harvest @2ndharvestgnoa, voter registration via
@iamaman. vote, and more! Bring your ID & insurance card with
you the day of the event. Uninsured? We got you; no one will be
turned away. Covid-19 testing is generously provided by The Roots
of Music, Fidelity Bank, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Med-so Medical
Solutions, Healthcare Solutions Specialists, and Genesis Reference
Labs
Voter Registration at Champions Square This Weekend Allison Cormier reminded attendees that safe voter registration is
being held this weekends at Champions Square.
Meet the Neighbors - Elisa Cool Murphy working with Grand
Krewe wine shop on a very special, distance, and interactive Meet
the Neighbors that involves a special wine package for FMIA
participants.
GUEST SPEAKERS
Judge Keva Landrum, Running for DA - Former board member
of Roots of Music, Local graduate, 1st female DA, judge in criminal
district court District E for the past 12 years. Focused on criminal
justice reform and reducing the jail population. A proponent of
pre-arrest and diversion programs. Clarified that she does not work
with or for (nor has she ever worked with or for Cannizzaro). www.
kevalandrum.com. Offices at Orleans & Broad.
Chief of Staff New Orleans East Network of Einstein
Schools, Dr. J.C. Romero, Running for School Board - Raised
in New Orleans by a single mother from Nicaragua. High school
dropout who has turned his life around and achieved a doctorate
and has a long career in school leadership. Involved with LatinX
and LGBT organizations in New Orleans. Appreciates research,
understanding mental and behavioral wellness, and is focused on
supporting children in finding diverse and inclusive leadership
and mentorship. Supports equity in the form of options, not one
size fits all. Appreciates the role of educational reform in criminal
justice reform. www.romerofornola.com.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:24 PM.
Elisa Cool Murphy
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