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Next Board Mee ng
October 1, 7:00 Mee ng
By Teleconference
to par cipate email
president@faubourgmarigny.org

Next General Mee ng
Please go to
www.TheFMIAfmia.org
for zoom mee ng
announcements.
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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a be er place to live, work and play

October, 2020

President’s Letter
By Allen Johnson

PEDESTRIANIZATION, but where?
“No cars in the Quarter” Those words set oﬀ a
panic in the French Quarter when they were u ered
by Mayor Cantrell. For years they have fought oﬀ
similar plans. Upon hearing from the neighbors,
Councilmember Palmer established an external Tiger
Team consis ng of French Quarter leaders to discuss
the city’s plans (which included Frenchmen Street).
We had asked to be included, but that didn’t happen
un l the last few mee ngs. These plans didn’t just
include the parklets that I discussed last month, but
a permanent pedestrian mall on Orleans Avenue, and
other temporary street blockages, including French
Market Place. A er the plans went public, CM Palmer
held a public Zoom Mee ng, which many of you
joined, and heard overwhelming opposi on to the
plans.
On September 11, Councilmember Palmer issued
a statement opposing the Mayor’s plans (except
for French Market Place), especially the Orleans
Avenue plans. But she also stated, “There are
outstanding concerns around the maintenance of
exis ng infrastructure and regula on of exis ng
pedestrianiza on malls that will need to be
addressed.” Frenchmen Street was not included in this
statement, but as we all know there is no regula on
or infrastructure on Frenchmen Street. What is zoned
to be a strip of restaurants with music has turned into
mini Bourbon Street due to the city’s negligence, and
an Eighth District police force that is stretched so thin
Con nued on page 3

Part 4 —
Self-Guided Walking Tour
Still in the Rectangle, Near Robért
These buildings are found on North Rampart Street,
beginning at Elysian Fields, moving downriver.
In Volume IV of the New Orleans Architecture, The
Creole Faubourgs (Toledano/Evans/Christovich,
copyright © The Friends of The Cabildo, Published by
Pelican, Gretna, LA), the Introduc on, page xiii: “It is
the decora ve embellishments which give the house
both inner and outer individuality, and in this area that
owner’s tastes and interests were most likely to be
displayed.”
2220 N. Rampart, built in 1920, is a shotgun double
built on a limestone block chain wall, with an extra
projected gable over half of the front porch. Without
Con nued on page 6

FMIA Mission Statement
To protect, maintain and support Faubourg Marigny in
the City of New Orleans and par cularly that por on
of it lying between the Mississippi River and St. Claude
Avenue and between Esplanade Avenue and Homer
Plessy Way, including all buildings, improvements and
proper es adjoining said avenues and situated in the
areas immediately adjacent to same; to promote the
physical, cultural, architectural and historical values
of said sec on and to secure adequate enforcement
of all laws of the City of New Orleans and the State of
Louisiana aﬀec ng or pertaining to it.
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that they have been forced to abandon the Marigny
Triangle. As for infrastructure, daily trash pickup, public
garbage cans and police presence end when you cross
to the downriver side of Esplanade. It remains to be
seen if “Pedestrianiza on” will be NIMBY-ed from the
French Quarter to the Marigny, like STR’s.

Police Presence
I don’t know if “reverse NIMBY” is a term, but we
certainly feel the eﬀects of it. Everyone is familiar
with the French Quarter Task Force, which is overseen
by the French Quarter Management District. The
“quarter for the Quarter” sales tax and other funding
sources provide for smart cars and an app which have
allowed the residen al areas of the French Quarter
to fund a private patrol to supplement the police
a en on they lost due to the city’s focus on Bourbon
Street and other tourist des na ons. There is a li leknown wrinkle to that agreement. The Eighth District
was required to keep a set number of oﬃcers on
Bourbon Street, as well as in the CBD, due to another
agreement with the Downtown Development District.

So, as the number of police oﬃcers in the NOPD
dropped in the Landrieu years, oﬃcers had to be
pulled from somewhere to meet those agreements
(which they rarely did). And I don’t have to tell you
where they came from, as we have felt oﬃcers pulled
from our neighborhood with Frenchmen run amok,
and neighbors of other neighborhood bars having had
to organize and plead with the Eighth District to get
the police presence that our tax dollars have paid for,
but wealthier and more powerful neighborhoods were
allowed to take away. The “quarter for the Quarter”
sales tax is coming up for a vote again in November. I
hope they don’t allow the French Quarter to deprive
us (again) of the police oﬃcers our tax dollars pay for.

IN SUMMARY…
As tourism has grown, the city was hyper-focused on
retaining residen al aspects of the French Quarter,
but never considered the consequences of NIMBYing everything they don’t want there to the Marigny.
No neighborhood (no ma er its power) should have
more inﬂuence on another neighborhood than its own
residents. Where are our police oﬃcers? When the
French Quarter was granted a complete ban on STR’s,
we were not granted density limita ons, which we
requested? Where is the STR enforcement (woefully
understaﬀed in the budget and now handcuﬀed by
the cyber a ack and COVID)? Where is our version
of the French Quarter Improvement Fund? If we’re
being asked to host more tourists, shouldn’t we see
something for it??

WHO DAT!!
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Marigny Green News
By Deborah Oppenheim

With all the heart-wrenching news, I think it might be
me to think about a talisman for a good goal and /
or wish. According to Merriam-Webster dic onary, a
talisman (n) is an object held to act as a charm to avert
evil and bring good fortune. In many countries, they
have various types of symbols, talismans, charms for
good luck and / or wishes. Some common ones are the
horseshoe, rabbit foot, four leaf clover, angels, dream
catcher, protec ve blue eye and there are many more.
A Daruma doll is not a
common talisman from
Japan but is remarkably
interes ng. The Daruma
doll is a round, hollow
tradi onal Japanese doll
usually made of papiermache and weighted on
the bo om. The Daruma
doll is typically red bearded
face of a man but can
vary in color depending
upon the ar st. The eyes of the doll are blank. The
symbolism of the beard represents well-known
animals in Asian culture and embodies longevity. The
eyebrows are in the shape of a crane and the cheeks
hair resembles the shell of the tortoise. They say, the
Daruma doll was designed to match the Japanese
proverb, “The crane lives 1000 years, the tortoise
10,000 years.” The body presents no arms or legs. The
original dolls were designed not to p over.
It is modeled a er Bodhidharma, a monk of the
Zen tradi on of Buddhism between the 5th and 6th
centuries CE and his origin is a mystery of legends. The
Daruma in Japan has become a symbol of good wishes
and / or a goal to achieve through perseverance.
The color theme is linked to many associa ons. For
example, in Japan, gold is linked to fame and money.
Green is linked with health and ﬁtness. Some theories
refer to the power of red and possible connec on to
the gods. Some mes red was known to fend oﬀ curses
from vengeful gods. Though, there is many diﬀerent
supers ons, beliefs, and legends.
Despite the legends and history of the Daruma Doll,
how to use this talisman is interes ng. You paint one
of the eyes in the white circle asking for your wish
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or goal. Once your wish or goal is
achieved, you paint the second eye
giving the Daruma back his eyesight
and thanking you for helping achieve
your wish or goal.
In Japan, the Daruma is returned to where it is
purchased a er a year whether you obtained your
wish or goal to be burn. The Japanese ceremony is
called daruma kuyo or dondoyaki. This process is not
meant to be interpreted as giving up one’s goals but
renewal one’s commitment to buy another Daruma.
Some people feel it is silly and other people swear by
their lucky charm or talisman. Regardless of whether
the lucky charm or talisman can inﬂuence one’s luck,
it is fun to have and brings some posi vity your way.
Your posi ve a tude can make you luckier too.
Marigny Green Resources
h ps://livejapan.com/en/ar cle-a0002401/
h ps://www.domodaruma.com/buy-daruma

Board Members
Allen Johnson, President
Bobby Moﬀe , Vice President
Mark Malouse, Treasurer
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Elisa Cool, Corresponding Secretary
Jeﬀ Bromberger
Ray Bun n
Pat Galloway
Lisa Suarez
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Meet the Neighbors:
Lisa Faatland lisa.faatland@gmail.com
Special Events & Fundraising:
Jeﬀ Bromberger:
JBromberger@FaubourgMarigny.org
Membership:
Elisa Cool:
ECool@FaubourgMarigny.org
Newsle er Editor:
Lisa Suarez:
suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Ad Manager:
Kip Hollar: ads@FaubourgMarigny.org
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knowledge of the interior, it’s diﬃcult to say whether
the stepped-back half of the porch is to give the
owner more privacy, or the projected por on is for
addi onal square footage. ____The neoclassical
revival decora on is expressed in the short, arched
stained glass windows, paneled half-light with large
transoms doors, and ﬂuted Ionic columns. It’s possible
the rhythmic geometry of the corbels (larger than
den ls, smaller than brackets) of the entablature are
meant to mimic exposed ra er tails, an element found
on many of the homes built in this period, reﬂec ng
some Art & Cra s, or Cra sman, inﬂuence.
2226 N. Rampart, typical 4-bay shotgun double with
hipped bracketed overhang, ﬁsh scale shingled gable
with arched a c vent, arched windows, and quoins.

Olde Town Inn, 1001, 03, 05, 07, 09 Marigny,
2309, 11, 15 N. Rampart. The main building, on the
corner, is a 2-story corner store (residence above)
with Arts & Cra s features, note clipped gable with
corbel decora on. It’s wonderful the wraparound
corner canopy has been retained. Also well done is the
exterior of 1007-05 Marigny with its detailed brackets
and ba enboard shu ers.

The tradi on of stoops, steps, to gain access to the
front door of a house was turned on it’s side when
the double stoop was introduced, giving owners
a way to have more than one person be near the
door( and possibly out of the rain), as well as to have
an opportunity for a small chair, raised from the
banque e (sidewalk) under the overhang.

2315 N. Rampart, this charming shed building is not
so li le. It goes all the way back to the property line in
the middle of the block. Possibly a former kitchen, it’s
part of the Old Towne Inn complex.

Con nued on page 7
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2316 N. Rampart, Shotgun Double of the Arts &
Cra s style, though the front porch with clipped
gables and angled overhang may have been added
post 1927 ﬂood onto the façade of a previously built
shotgun. In the gables are decora ve corbels, with
exposed ra er ends peeking out from the eave of the
overhang. Other decora ve details include the short,
tapered double columns atop the concrete-capped
plinths, or column bases, single doors with sidelights
and sunburst transoms, and wide stoops with curved
masonry surrounds, not meant to support the
erroneously added plumbing pipe handrails, (possibly
added as an insurance “requirement.”)

2317 N. Rampart, an architectural curiosity, this
was a Victorian built in 1914 that was encased by
a metal warehouse in 1960. If you look carefully
through the front opening, you can s ll see the ghost
of the original building. It contains 8 units, (one of
them a three-bedroom) and is variously known as
the “North Rampart Street Suites,” or “Sonder Ar st

Lo s.” Neighbors have complained since its transi on
to STR, especially since it seems impervious to the
current rules for commercial STRs, even through the
pandemic, with piles of garbage to be seen in front
a er a busy weekend.
Curiously, the descrip on (h ps://www.sonder.com/
des na ons/new_orleans/charming-3br-at-ar st-lo s/
c19294 says “Yes, there is a pool,” showing a photo of
pool and “Entrance,” at 1020-22 Mandeville, a fourplex
of 2 bedroom, 2 bath apartments renovated a er
Katrina, pool newly added. Easily iden ﬁed by the view
of the KIPP School across the street.
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Introducing the St. Paul Food Pantry!
Giving God the
Glory, St. Paul
Lutheran Church
is pleased to
announce our new
non-perishable food
pantry mounted
to the building on
Port Street. Thanks
to the dedica on
of our church
members we will
be able to provide
nourishment to
those in need. Both
funding and in-kind
dona ons make this
service possible. If you have items to donate, but can’t
get up to 824 Port Street please contact Zeal Beale
(504-427-3999) to schedule pickup.
Everyone is encouraged to take what they need and
leave what they can – which decreases s gma for
anyone approaching the pantry. It holds up to 60 cans
and has room for larger items on the bo om shelf.
Informa on about the structure…
The pantry is made of treated exterior plywood that
resembles barge board wood – the same material
congregants would have used in the 1840s. Along
with the corrugated n roof, ver cal slat trim, and
extra layers of white paint, it appears the pantry was
built 180 years ago, serving as a reminder of our
commitment to community for many genera ons.
The pantry itself is compliant with ADA regula ons,
has spring loaded door hinges to ensure it remains
closed, and unbreakable Lexan windows. The inside
is painted bright yellow and includes a mo on sensor
light for night- me access.

Things to Remember
•
•
•
•

Canned goods with pop-top lids are best.
Make sure dona ons are not expired.
Avoid foods packaged in glass.
Personal hygiene products should be sealed and
unopened.
• We also accept reusable grocery bags.
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Ideal Food Items
• Canned meals: soups, canned ravioli, stews, pasta
sauce
• Dry goods: beans, pasta, rice, dried fruits
• Canned meats: tuna, chicken, salmon
• Canned vegetables: tomatoes, peas, corn, baked
beans
• Canned fruits: pears, peaches, applesauce
• Allergy friendly foods: gluten free, nut free
• Addi onal staples: peanut bu er, bouillon cubes,
canned fruit juice, canned vegetable juice

Ideal Personal Hygiene Items
• Travel size toiletries: toothpaste, soap, deodorant
• Baby products: wash, diaper rash cream,
unscented wipes
• Travel size hand sani zer
• Feminine hygiene products
• Socks
Ma hew 25:35
“ For I was hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked a er me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me.’

Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer

Since 1984
Same Location

5229 St. Claude Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70117

Speaking Volumes
By Sara Jacobelli, Assistant Branch Manager, Alvar Library
We are only open at Alvar Library for Contactless Pick-up
& Drop oﬀ from Monday through Friday, 10 am to 5 pm.
We are closed on holidays. Please check our website for
the days/hours of other Library loca ons. h p://nolalibrary.
org/
Got kids? When you come for contactless pick-up, don’t
forget to ask for our weekly Cra Kits!
The New Orleans Public Library is s ll here to assist you
with your informa on needs, during this me of the
COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 Resources: h ps://ready.
nola.gov/home/
Grow your Own Flowers and Produce! Did you know you
can check out seeds at two New Orleans Public Library
loca ons? Hubbell Library and Mid-City Library oﬀer seed
libraries to anyone with a New Orleans Public Library card.
Check out our website for further info: h p://nolalibrary.
org/ar cle/142/grow-your-own-ﬂowers-and-produce
I have a ques on about my account. Who can help me?
To speak with a librarian, call 504-383-4682 Mondays
through Saturdays from 10am to 5pm. You can also submit
a request by clicking on the Ask A Librarian bu on on our
website: h p://nolalibrary.org/

You can now reserve a Culture Pass to the Audubon Nature
Ins tute, the Na onal World War II Museum, and the New
Canal Lighthouse Museum. Go to our website: h p://
nolalibrary.org/ Select Borrow. Select Culture Pass. Follow
the instruc ons to reserve the pass. You can also call any
Library loca on for assistance in reserving a Culture Pass.
COVID-Related FAQs:
Am I being charged ﬁnes?
No. Any materials checked out have not and will not accrue
any daily ﬁnes.
Can I get my Library card number over the phone?
Yes. All we need is your name and birthdate, or address.
Can I reset my PIN over the phone?
Yes. All we need is your name and birthdate, or address.
I don’t have a card. Can I make one over the phone?
You can create a Library account online at getacard.
nolalibrary.org
This process will issue you a Library card number that
begins with “PACREG.” With this number and the 4-digit
PIN you choose, you will be able to access many of our
Con nued on page 10

9

e-Resources. Once we’ve reopened, you can stop in any
New Orleans Public Library loca on to get your actual
Library card.
1. Click “Apply for a Library Card.”
2. Choose what will be your home Library (you can
change this later if you are unsure)
3. Enter your zip code.
4. Complete the online form. A er comple ng the
Library account applica on, your new number will be
immediately displayed on the conﬁrma on page.
I would like to donate materials. Can I do that?
Materials dona ons are not being accepted by the New
Orleans Public Library at this me. However, the Friends of
the New Orleans Public Library are accep ng dona ons BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY at the Carriage House behind Milton
H. La er Memorial Library. To schedule an appointment,
call 504-345-9563 or email friendsnopl@gmail.com.
Materials that are le outside will be discarded.
What safeguards are in place with regards to items being
reissued?
In order to safeguard the health of Library users and staﬀ,
the New Orleans Public Library is quaran ning all items for
at least 96 hours upon their return. Items will display on
patron accounts un l the quaran ne is complete, which
may be longer than 72 hours.
Can the Library send a fax for me during the contactless
service?
We are not oﬀering faxing services at this me.
A limited number of 45-Minute In-Library Session
reserva ons will be available at all loca ons, with the
excep on of Alvar Library and Dr. Mar n Luther King, Jr.
Library.
• Advance reserva ons can be made by calling the
loca on of your choice, up to 5 business days in
advance.
• Walk-up reserva ons can be made by calling the
loca on of your choice or by knocking on the door.
Available In-Library Session Services: Computers, Prin ng,
Browsing materials, Self-check-out, Self-service copying and
Scanning, Wireless Internet and Prin ng, Restrooms.
Unavailable Services: Faxing, Physical newspapers and
magazines, Mee ng rooms, Money-handling.
The Library oﬀers many virtual resources for Children,
including Children’s E-books, Videos, & Audiobooks, Virtual
Story Times. Children.nolalibary.org
The Library oﬀers many virtual resources for Teens,
including streaming movies, downloadable music, e-books,
audiobooks, and much more. Teens.nolalibrary.org
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The Library oﬀers many virtual resources for Adults,
including e-books, audiobooks, virtual classes, streaming
movies, and much more. Virtual Book Talks: Listen to our
adult Librarians give book talks on just about any topic of
interest to adults. Adults.nolalibrary.org
FOR PARENTS & CAREGIVERS: Parents.nolalibrary.org
FOR EDUCATORS: Educators.nolalibrary.org
City Archives & Special Collec ons
h p://archives.nolalibrary.org/~nopl/spec/speclist.htm
Explore this department’s books, periodicals, photos,
microﬁlms and online resources.
Free Virtual Civil Legal Clinic for low-income people: In
partnership with Southeast Louisiana Legal Services. You
can sign up online: h p://nolalibrary.org/ or call Rosa Keller
Library & Community Center at 504-596-2660, or Nora
Navra Library at 504-596-3118, Mondays-Fridays, from 10
am to 5 pm.
Career Online High School for Adults: h p://cohs.
nolalibrary.org/
More eResources from NOPL:
Search our Catalog for new books, audiobooks, DVDs and
CDs:
h ps://neworleans.polarislibrary.com/
eMagazines on Flipster
Read the latest issue of your favorite magazine from your
computer or mobile device.
Stream Indie Flicks and Documentaries with Kanopy
Watch over 30,000 selected independent, foreign language,
classic, and documentary ﬁlms.
Check out our Databases:
h p://lalibcon.state.lib.la.us/
lynda.com
Free access to a massive online training resource for selfpaced and on-demand video tutorials taught by recognized
industry professionals.
Access Ancestry Library Edi on from Home!
Access to thousands of databases of genealogical and
historical informa on.
Learn a New Language
Choose from 80 languages to learn with Pronunciator, our
free language learning service.
Free Music for Download or Streaming on Freegal
Choose from over 9 million songs.
Louisiana Jobs & Career Center
Resources for those seeking new careers, changing jobs, or
needing help preparing for the job market, as well as access
to free workforce development classes.

September Board Meeting — 9/3/20
Conference Call

Start 7:10PM
• Present: Allen Johnson, Elisa Cool Murphy, Lisa Suarez,
Donna Wakeman, Pat Galloway, Mark Malouse, Jeﬀrey
Seymour (Land Use Commi ee Chair)
• Absent: Bobby Moﬀe , Ray Bun n, Jeﬀ Bromberger

President’s Report
• Street Improvement Project - Most par cipants excited
about changes to Elysian Fields. Will lose up to 35
parking spots. The point of discussion was Franklin Ave. A
compromise was reached.
• Elec on Slate: four board members re ring, four
candidates on slate. Past presidents’ mee ng to be
scheduled.
• Aqua c Gardens: New owners reques ng subdivision of
lot to go before CPC. Project has gone through mul ple
rounds of review at the A.R.C. Three buildings to face
Elysian Fields. Fourth building will be on Chartres.
The ﬁ h and ﬁnal building will be on Royal. Scale of
building(s) has been reduced.
• Outdoor Music Study: Publishing s ll TBD. May be
awai ng updates in sound ordinance management.

New Business
• Zoom General Mee ng - Well received. 25+ a endees.
Great engagement. Will con nue to broadcast future
general mee ngs, and will announce dates/ mes in Blog
sec on of website. Will include addi onal candidates for
oﬃce as guest speakers.
• Economic Development District (French Quarter Task
Force) - Will be on November ballot. No allowances have
been made for Marigny. FMIA seeking to learn more
about the situa on.
• Next Elec on - General Mee ng at Who Dat Cafe, vo ng
out front prior to mee ng. Elisa proposes. Pat Galloway
mo ons. Lisa seconds. Passes.
• Meet the Neighbors - Elisa brainstorming interac ve ideas
and loca ons for Zoom MTN beginning with Grand Krewe.
Pat Galloway mo ons for event with Grand Krewe. Lisa
seconds. Passes.
• Newsle er Staﬀ Change - John G. to step into layout.
Payment of $50/issue. Mo on Donna Wakeman. Pat
Galloway seconds. Passes.
• Farewell to depar ng board members. Thank you for your
service.
Adjourns 8:30 pm

• Mul -Family Housing Eﬀort - Marigny feedback con nues
to go unreported and under acknowledged.

Treasurer’s Report
• Sent via email

Membership Report
• 212 Members, 203 ac ve. Grand Krewe joins as business
member.

Old Business
• French Market Place & Parklet - set to be the test subject
for parklets and outdoor dining. Easily patrolled.
• Frenchmen St Parklet - On hold. Too many infrastructure
and security implica ons.
• French Quarter Pedestrianiza on - Discussed concerns
which include adding to list of city eﬀorts when there are
vital eﬀorts going underserved. Parking concerns. Safety
concerns. All of which will further strangle the underfed
needs in the Marigny. Commute issue for Marigny
residents to city jobs. Mo on to write le er from Lisa
Suarez, Pat seconds, passes.
• 900 St Ferdinand: Up before BZA this month, reques ng
variance for a two-family home. Current lot depth
prevents buyer from building a two-family home without
variance. FMIA discussion concerns on property being
built for proﬁt and compromising neighbors’ quality of
life. Allen to submit le er to BZA.
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Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on
PO Box 321610
New Orleans, LA 70177
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Find us at
facebook.com/theFMIA
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