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In Memoriam

Ellis Marsalis, Jr. lived in Treme, and established his music center in the
Musician’s Village in the 7th Ward. A citizen of the World, he left an
indelible mark on Marigny too. Here is his obituary from Snug Harbor:
November 14, 1934 – April 1, 2020
It is with the deepest sorrow that we share the passing of master
pianist and cherished educator, Ellis Marsalis.
He began playing at Snug in the early 1980’s and became a staple
resident by the mid-80s, retiring from his long-running Friday night
concert series in December of 2019 at the age of 85. Though, Ellis
would never say “retire,” as there was still more music to play.
Ellis now joins his beloved wife Dolores (Ferdinand) Marsalis, and
is survived by their six sons; Branford, Wynton, Ellis III, Delfeayo,
Mboya, and Jason. He will forever stand as a foundation pillar of the
Snug Harbor musical legacy, his reach as a teacher is endless among
generations of students who will continue to play our stage.
Our hearts go out to the Marsalis family and the musicians in our
community. We pledge to keep his spirit alive, our piano patriarch.

President’s Letter
by Allen Johnson

STILL STANDING BY…

Last month, as I wrote this letter, I didn’t know how to
predict how long we would be dealing with COVID-19.
Today, it’s just been announced that Voo Doo and Jazz Fest
(which had been moved to the Fall) have been cancelled for
2020. The Mayor is talking of not allowing Saints games
to be played here in the Fall, and who knows what will be
a topic of discussion tomorrow. So much of our work in
the FMIA has been focused for years on the City Planning
Commission. And that’s unfortunate, as they have too
much say on neighborhoods and their distinctive character.
Before they take their position on the Commission, they
should visit the neighborhoods that they make decisions
about. And these visits should be led by the Neighborhood
Associations who have fought for years to preserve their
neighborhoods, and experience the daily consequences of
CPC decisions.
continued on page 6

Hope Springs Eternal
Sadly, the 2020 Home Tour does not.
The May Meeting the FMIA Board
of Directors will consider postponing to
to the Fall, or the 48th Annual Tour will
occur next Spring, 2021, featuring the
Rectangle. On a positive note, there
were a number of responses to last
month’s newsletter, offering homes to
be featured, a real display of community
spirit. Thank-you!

Speaking Volumes

by Sara Jacobelli, Assistant Branch Manager
All Library locations are temporarily closed to help
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Information related to
COVID-19 is available from NOLA Ready.
www.nola.gov
Please keep all checked out materials until we reopen all book drop boxes are locked. All due dates and late fees
are suspended during the closure.
Librarians are available to assist you online and by
phone. Visit ask.nolalibrary.org for more information.
Orleans Parish residents without a Library account can
sign up for a temporary one at getacard.nolalibrary.org.
We are still here for you at NOPL. Please go to our website, to access our many digital resources: www.nolalibrary.
org You can also sign up for our newsletter, and download
the Library app.

Ask-A-Librarian

Librarians are available to assist you by phone and online.
To speak with a Librarian, call 504-383-4682 Mondays Thursdays from 9 am - 7 pm or Fridays from 9 am - 5 pm

95 digital magazines

We offer a wide variety of magazines for all interests
and ages. From Highlights to Harper’s Bazaar, from
Fast Company to Food & Wine, and on and on.Access
digital magazines and newspapers from our e-Resources
Magazines & Newspapers webpage.

Something for Everyone

Children, Teens, Adults, Parents, Educators:
Did you know you can access free streaming movies,
online homework help, e-Books and audiobooks, virtual
storytimes, genealogy resources, downloadable music,
online language learning, magazines and newspapers, and
so much more from any place at any time? All of this is
available, just FOR YOU.
Stream Indie Flicks and Documentaries with Kanopy
Watch over 30,000 selected independent, foreign language,
classic, and documentary films.
Free one-on-one online tutoring Kindergarten-College
Online tutors are available Mondays - Fridays from 8am
- midnight and Saturdays & Sundays from 2pm - midnight.
Self-study tools are always available.
lynda.com
Free access to a massive online training resource for self-
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paced and on-demand video tutorials taught by recognized
industry professionals.

Virtual Storytime

Choose a theme and view storytimes from anywhere, at
any time. New videos will be uploaded regularly. Virtual
Storytime videos will be removed once New Orleans Public
Library locations reopen.
Content within these recordings are property of their respective designers, writers, creators, owners, organizations, companies and producers.
The Library does not and will not profit from making and uploading these
recordings.

Free Music for Download/Streaming on Freegal
Choose from over 9 million songs.

NOLA Library App

Access the New Orleans Public Library anytime, anywhere on your mobile device. Quickly find our locations,
hours, and contact info, check your Library account, learn
about upcoming events, and more.

Louisiana Jobs & Career Center

Resources for those seeking new careers, changing jobs,
or needing help preparing for the job market, as well as access to free workforce development classes.

Learn a New Language

Choose from 80 languages to learn with Pronunciator,
our free language learning service.
Children’s E-books, Videos, & Audiobooks
An online collection of ebooks and read-along chapter books, graphic novels, educational videos, and audio
books.

Louisiana Division/City Archives & Special
Collections

Explore this department’s books, periodicals, photos,
microfilms and online resources.
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes April 2

Present: Allen Johnson, Lisa Suarez; Pat Galloway, Donna
Wakeman, Ray Buntin, Jeff Bromberger. Not Present: Elisa
Cool Murphy; Mark Malouse, Bobby Moffett
Call to Order 7:00 p.m. (by teleconference)
                          
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Allen Johnson
City Council and City Planning (CPC) Public Meetings
have been pushed back until they can figure out how to
do them safely, except for a CPC announcement of a 1:30
p.m. hearing scheduled in City Council Chambers for April
14, by City Council Request for a Text Amendment to the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (CZO) increasing the
density (splitting them up into more units) of Residential
buildings to not more than 5 units, making this increase a
Permitted use, rather than a Conditional use, as it is now.
This includes Historic Core neighborhoods.
Motion was made to send a letter objecting to the change
for Historic Core Neighborhood inclusion. Passed unanimously. Allen will monitor.
Treasurer’s Report: QuickBooks report made to Board
by email.

Old Business:

Newsletter, Lisa Suarez presented a photo of a plexiglass
“Literature holder” for issues distributed in commercial
places, making it possible for more prominent and protected display in the limited number of businesses now open.
The holder can be countertop, or fastened to the wall.
Donna moved that newsletter holders be purchased for
businesses willing to display them, up to a maximum of 10
holders. Passed unanimously.
continued on page 5

May 2020

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association

3

Marigny Green News
by Deborah Oppenheim

Everyone is on their own path navigating this strange and
unknown journey. Our minds wander from thinking what
to do next, maybe clean the house, where to shop, should
I order out or just eat comfort food at home??? Just know
you are doing a great job and here are some tips to add to
your list of being in the present.

Exercise: If you do not go outside to walk, try taking online exercises classes. Find a special place in your house to
stretch, breathe and relax. Put on your favorite music and
dance and sing. Gardening is also great for working with
your hands and relaxing. Another way to move is to clean
the street and sidewalk. Breathing is an excellent way to
reduce tension. Meditation helps let go of your conscience
mind by allowing your thoughts to come in and gently be
sent away. If your mind becomes active, breathe and focus
on the inhale and exhale.

Keep your mind alert: There are many online re-

sources being shared during this time. It is important to
find what works for you. The New Orleans Public Library
has many electronic books either through Overdrive or
Libby. There are free resources available to to learn something new such as Lynda.com and many more. It is fun
to work on a jigsaw puzzle, do crossword puzzles, acrostics, scrabble(on-line), cards, listen and play music and all
types of board games. Reading the local newspaper helps
supports journalists by paid subscription on-line and/or
delivered.

volunteer. Please check on-line what is best for you. Many
people are making masks. Please keep in touch with the elderly. If you are able to donate, please consider the incredible effort made by locals to help feed the frontline.

KUDOS TO: Devin DeWulf is the founder of the Krewe

of Red Beans, a walking group that marches in the Marigny
on Lundi Gras during the carnival season. He is married
to Annelies DeWulf, an ER doctor at University Medical
Center. Devin said, “I wanted to do something to help
brighten the day for her and her colleagues.“ He started
with $60 worth of cookies and lots of goodwill. Devin
created an effort called #feedthefrontline to provide
stressed-out health care workers meals from struggling
local restaurants and keep their employees working. The
meals are delivered by paid out-of-work musicians. Devin
does not know how long the donations will last but he
wants to keep it going so the frontline workers do not have
to eat MREs. His main goal is “supporting people through
the financial distress of COVID.” For more information
and to donate go to www.feedthefrontlinenola.org and/or
#feedthefrontline.

Gratitude and Love: Whatever the situation you find

yourself in, look for things that you are grateful for in your
life. Reach out to your love ones and tell them an uplifting
message. Smile at your neighbors, offer to help someone in
need and share your inspirtational feelings with your loved
one.
“ There is always something to be grateful for.”
--Anonymous

Be creative: Find your inner creative self by engaging

in drawing, doodling, writing, sewing, photography, cooking, chalk street art, writing inspirational messages and
posting them on-line and be sure to have fun.

Volunteer and Donate: There are many ways to
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About the Newsletter
Calendar of Events
May 2020

Board Meeting (1st Thursday) May 7—7:00pm
By Teleconference
to participate email president@faubourgmarigny.org
Meet the Neighbors (2nd Wednesday)
No meeting
General Meeting (3rd Monday)
No meeting

June 2020

Board Meeting (1st Thursday) June 4—7:00pm
By Teleconference
to participate email president@faubourgmarigny.org
Meet the Neighbors (2nd Wednesday)
No meeting
General Meeting (3rd Monday)
TBA

NONPACC Meetings

will recommence after the city reopens

Please send event info to editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit, all-volunteer organization committed to the preservation of the unique
architectural and cultural heritage of our historic district, and to
improving the quality of life in our diverse community.
Contents, editorials, and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its Board, or its members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of any business
advertised in its newsletter.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor
and/or byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs, and articles dealing with topics
of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The
editor reserves the right to reject submissions including editorial
and advertising content. Submissions must be received by the
7th of each month for inclusion in the next month’s issue.
Send contributions to: FMIA Newsletter
2401 Burgundy St., Box 10 New Orleans, LA 70117
or editor@faubourgmarigny.org
The newsletter is published each month except December
and July. Back issues are available online at www.theFMIA.org
Managing Editor: Zé daLuz
Printing by: Printall, Inc.

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes April 2
continued from page 3

New Business:

Home Tour- After conversations between Chair Lisa Suarez
and some home owners that had signed up their homes,
they were not willing to expose themselves or their homes
to the public in view of the current crisis. Lisa was unwilling be Chair for a Fall event, (perhaps too many events
postponed), and preferred to cancel until Spring 2021, still
featuring the Rectangle.
Donna Wakeman said she might be willing to Chair a Fall
event. Motion made to revisit the issue at the May Board
Meeting, to see if a Fall re-schedule might be possible.
Passed unanimously.
Adjourned, 7:50 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Interim Note Taker,
Lisa Suarez
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President’s Letter

continued from page 1

During this quarantine period, we’re told to stay home,
but they doesn’t mean we’re staying inside. Every day,
we’ve gone outside walked through the neighborhood,
or Crescent Park, or an oddly abandoned Bourbon Street.
Just because we’re “distant”, doesn’t mean we’re not being “social”. As I’ve gotten out of my car, and walked the
neighborhood (as was intended), I’ve had conversations
with neighbors from their balconies and front steps. I’ve
also talked with them as we pass (from a safe distance)
each other, and we often ask what restaurants are open for
To Go Orders, and share how much we miss our neighborhood bars. I’ve also been going to Crescent Park to
walk and get out of the house, and also to sit and watch
the River roll by. And I’ve also seen many others down
there doing the same, as well as jogging, roller skating, and
doing their daily yoga practice. In other words, I’ve seen
people being neighborly, and living, in their neighborhoods. Once our lives get back to normal. I’m hoping that
we don’t forget to appreciate how blessed we are to have
our neighborhood gems, and how fragile a neighborhood
ecosystem is.

Board Members

Allen Johnson, President
Bobby Moffett, Past President
Lisa Suarez, Vice President
Mark Malouse, Treasurer
Elisa Cool, Recording Secretary
Elisa Cool, Corresponding Secretary
Jeff Bromberger
Ray Buntin
Pat Galloway
Donna Wakeman

FMIA Committees

Short Term Rentals
Margaret Walker: str@faubourgmarigny.org
Zoning and Land Use
Jeffrey Seymour: landuse@faubourgmarigny.org
Meet the Neighbors
Lisa Faatland: lisa.faatland@gmail.com
Public Safety
Lisa Suarez: suarezinmarigny@gmail.com

GOOD LUCK AND STAY SAFE!!

Special Events & Fundraising
Jeff Bromberger: JBromberger@FaubourgMarigny.org

Public Safety

Newsletter
Zé daLuz: Editor@FaubourgMarigny.org

There will be no NONPACC meetings until the city
opens. In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to email us
about your experience. Besides the usual media outlets,
try https://www.facebook.com/NOPDFifth and some
people have found the Bywater/Marigny Community
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/
534498543568070/?fref=nf to be informative on issues of
safety. Here’s an example: “Be careful! Lock your side
gates! I wanted to update the neighborhood. A few nights
ago, a man in a blue hoodie moved my trash cans and
entered through my side gate around 1:30am to the back
of my house. My neighbor saw him and called the police
thankfully, but he disappeared into thin air by jumping the
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Membership
Elisa Cool: ECool@FaubourgMarigny.org
Home Tour
Lisa Suarez: suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
fence, and going through a neighbor’s side fence that was
wide open when the police arrived. Yesterday I took my
trash cans out and found a very large kitchen knife tucked
behind my gate. It had never been there before. In over 4
years of living in the Marigny on N Rampart, no one has
ever opened my gate, but it seems these times are causing
desperation.”
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Find us at
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