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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work, and play.

FMIA President’s Letter
BackYard Ordinance Delayed
On October 17, there was to be a vote on the BackYard
Ordinance, that Councilmember Palmer introduced (at
our request) to address Commercial properties with
backyards that abut Residential properties. The CPC Staff
Report came out on August 6, and recommended a “buffer zone” of 15 feet from the residential backyard property
and a 10 PM curfew of dining and bar use in the backyard. This only involved Commercial Properties that
abut Residential Properties, and no existing businesses
would be affected. With the increasing popularity of St.
Claude, and the opening of new bars and restaurants
there, we thought it would be best to establish a standard

The Way Back Machine
by Donna Wakeman

This photo is of a current event
from our archives; it’s more
a product of the Recent Past
than the Way Back Machine.
Captured at the Night Out
Against Crime event held at
Iggy’s on October 15, 2019 are
Mark Malouse, Filipe Fisher,
Sue Hall, Alison and Rajko
Radovanic, and Lisa Suarez.
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there in order to allow businesses to open, while also
protecting the quality of life of people whose backyards
abut those businesses. This is not a new concept. Other
neighborhoods throughout the city have a similar policy,
but we don’t in the Historic Marigny/Treme/Bywater
Zoning District. This is what I’ve called a “hiccup” in the
system, and we think that addressing this will ensure that
residents and businesses will be able to live in harmony.
On October 14, Councilmember Palmer met with neighbors and businesses along St. Claude and learned about
some concerns that she hadn’t heard before, many of
which were based on the variety of the size and shape of
those backyards, and the concern that a “one size fits all”
wasn’t appropriate. So, she decided to pull the motion
and revisit this with meetings and input from business
continued on page 3

FMIA President’s Letter
continued from page 1
owners and residents in the next few months. We’ll keep
you posted!!

Iggy’s
Last month, I wrote about the shooting at Iggy’s Bar, and
how I educated I became when I tried to find a way to
get help from the city. Basically, there is no process or
blueprint to deal with nuisance bars. We had to make
multiple phone calls, but we finally got a meeting with
the owners, organized by Allison Cormier of the Mayor’s
Office of Neighborhood Engagement. Also in attendance
was their attorney, a bar regular and officials from Safety
and Permits, NOPD Eighth District, the City Attorney’s
Office, and Councilmember Palmer’s office, as well as
myself and two immediate neighbors. After a productive
discussion, they agreed to many of our suggestions, including closing at 1 AM, instead of being a 24 hour bar, no
outside drinks and go cups after 7, and a security guard
on Saturday and Sunday nights to discourage illegal parking at the corners, which has made that area impassable at
times. This was all done on a 90 day trial basis (at which
point everyone will meet again), and it is hoped that this
will eliminate the street scene that had damaged the quality of life for many residents in that area. However, we
know there’s still work to be done. On Monday October
7, two police officers found an idling car parked illegally.

As they walked to Iggy’s to find the owner, he came out
of the car and went to the bar to try to retrieve his gun.
He was arrested for a parole violation (previously convicted for manslaughter), felon in possession, and having
a weapon with a serial number filed off. We reached out
to Iggy’s to host Night Out Against Crime on October
15th, and they accepted. It was a great turnout, and we
hope many people came and reintroduced themselves to
Iggy’s. Hopefully, we are on the right path. And, we hope
that the new ABO ordinance will provide a clear path and
understanding for how to deal with these situations in the
future.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!

About the Newsletter

Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit,
all-volunteer organization committed to the preservation
of the unique architectural and cultural heritage of our
historic district, and to improving the quality of life in our
diverse community.
Contents, editorials, and opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its Board,
or its members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of
any business advertised in its newsletter.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs and original artwork, must be obtained from the
editor and/or byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs, and articles dealing with
topics of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor reserves the right to reject submissions
including editorial and advertising content.
Submissions must be received by the 7th of each month
for inclusion in the next month’s issue.
Send contributions to:
FMIA Newsletter
2401 Burgundy St., Box 10 New Orleans, LA 70117
or Editor@FaubourgMarigny.org.
The newsletter is published each month except January
and November. Back issues are available online at
www.theFMIA.org
Editor-in-Chief: Donna Wakeman
Design & Layout Editor: Zé daLuz
Printing by: Printall, Inc.

2

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association

November 2019

November 2019

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association

3

is a source of cleaner biofuels and now 9 million tons of
spent coffee grounds are sent to the landfill every year.

Marigny Green News
by Deborah Oppenheim

Consumers and retailers continue to
dispose nearly 1/3 of all food in the US
which is equivalent to about $160 billion yearly.
There is a movement towards turning food waste into
edibles, for example:
4Spent grains -leftover malt after beer has been extracted
from mash – many breweries repurpose mash by giving it
to local farms for compost or feed. ReGrained is a company
that has used spent grain and developed granola bars with
ingredients from flavors like Honey Cinnamon IPA and
Chocolate Coffee Stout. ReGrained is developing other
products to include bread, cookies, cereal and chips
4Billions of pounds of coffee fruit are thrown away every
year. Cascara is a tea made by brewing the thrown out
dried coffee husks after the beans have been removed for
coffee production. The tea is high in caffeine with a fruity
flavor. Cascara has been popular for over a decade in cafes/stores across the country.
4Coffee grounds are used for composting. Coffee grounds

4Innovative entrepreneurs are growing oyster mushrooms
from spent coffee in urban mushrooms farms across the
country. The waste from the farming process is then turned
into compost.
4Ugly Food is what retailers label ugly; food that looks
ugly and is not pleasing to the consumer. Grocery stores
are trying to address this waste by selling the ugly food
(20 billion of fresh produce goes unharvested or unsold)
at a discounted cost. A company in Washington DC called
Misfit Juicery is using 70-80% recovered fruit, vegetable
and scrap waste salvage from food retailers to make coldpress juices.
4A very popular ice-cream shop called Salt and Straw in
Portland, Oregon has teamed up with local purveyors to
reimage ice cream incorporating a variety of food scraps.
The ice cream is handmade in small batches, frozen in rock
salt and packed in straw to keep cold.
We are fortunate to have in the New Orleans metro area
an innovative culinary initiative founded by Alyssa
Hernandez called No Hunger NOLA. Alyssa is a master’s
student at Tulane focusing her research on food access
issues in New Orleans. She believes that hunger can be
solvable for the world and NOLA by redistributing and
repurposing food waste. No Hunger NOLA is a conscience
canning company making tasty preserves, crunchy pickles
and more from recovered produce.
Alyssa said these statistics do not lie.
440% of food produced in the US ends up in the garbage
41 in 8 Americans struggle to find their next meal
4In NOLA the numbers are higher; 1 in 5 New Orleanians
do not know where their next meal is coming from
The mission of No Hunger NOLA is to Empower,
Repurpose, Eradicate. The renegade economic mission is
to eradicate hunger, repurpose wasted produce by turning food waste into healthy products and redistribute food
access disparities in New Orleans neighborhoods. “Saving
as much waste as possible, preserve it (tasty preserves and
crunchy pickles) and get it back where it belongs– hungry
bellies” (No Hunger NOLA).
For more information about No Hunger NOLA go to:
https://nohungernola.org/
Resource: FOOD 52: https://food52.com/blog/20212-thisis-how-companies-are-turning-garbage-into-deliciousfoods
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Speaking Volumes

By Sara Jacobelli
Assistant Branch Manager, Alvar Library

SATURDAY, November 2nd, 10 am-12 pm.
Healthy Women New Orleans

This series is part of a Women’s Health Initiative that
will take place at New Orleans Public Library locations
throughout the City of New Orleans and provide blood
pressure screenings, provider consultations, health
education and resources to the women of New Orleans.
Presented by Touro, the Mayor’s Office of Youth and
Family Services, and the New Orleans Public Library.

THURSDAY, November 7th, 6:00-7:30 pm.
The Women of Dauphine. Reading and Book
signing

Deb Jannerson is the award-winning author of the new
YA novel The Women of Dauphine from NineStar Press,
as well as two poetry collections. She lives in New
Orleans and works at Latter Library. This unique novel
combines the triple genres of YA/Paranormal/LGBTQ.
Kirkus Reviews has called the book a “winsome yarn”
of “appealing characters, deft prose, and psychological
insights.” Join us as Ms. Jannerson reads, discusses, and
signs her book.

SATURDAY, November 9th, 2:00-3:45 pm. In
the Garden Writers’ Workshop

Welcome to our fourth season of the workshop. We
will meet on the second Saturday of every month, from
September through May. Participants can work on poetry
or prose, fiction or nonfiction. Visiting authors will stop
by to read their work and offer writing tips. Writers of all
levels are welcome to attend. Our final session of the year,
on Saturday, May 9th, 2:00 pm, will be a reading by our
workshop participants.

THURSDAY, November 14th, 6:00-7:30
pm. Jose Torres-Tama. Reading and Book
signing.

Aliens, Immigrants, & Other Evildoers: The full script
of this poetic performance has been recently published
by Northwestern University Press, in the anthology
Encuentro: New Latinx Performances for the American
Theater. Torres-Tama is a 2015 MAP Fund award recipient for his radical theater on wheels called the ALIENS
Taco Truck Theater Project. He is an NEA Regional
Artists Project award winner for his genre-bending performances and a Louisiana Theater Fellow.  As a writer/
poet, performance and visual artist, he explores the underbelly of the American Dream mythology, New Orleans
Creole culture, and the anti-immigrant hysteria currently
gripping the USA.  Since 1995, he has toured his genrebending solos nationally and internationally. He will read
November 2019

from Encuentro, and also from his poetry book Immigrant
Dreams & Alien Nightmares. Books will be available for
purchase. You can have your book autographed as well.

Extraterrestres, Inmigrantes y Otros
Malhechores: José Torres-Tama, poeta, dramaturgo, y

actor premiado de performance
Una obra de teatro experimental por el premiado escritor
y actor de performance José Torres-Tama que pone una
cara humana a los miles de inmigrantes Latinos que se encuentran en un estado de persecución aquí en los estados
unidos corrientemente. En la obra el actor se convierte en
nueve personajes diferentes inspirados por entrevistas de
inmigrantes Latinos en las ciudades de Houston, Nueva
Orleáns, y Washington, DC.
http://torrestama.com/index.html
http://torrestama.com/books.html

REGULAR PROGRAMS AT ALVAR
THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH: Drag Queen Story
Time: SATURDAY, November 19th: 1:00-2:00 pm Come
listen to the beautiful and talented Vanessa and Desiree
read stories. Open to all families, caregivers, and children
of all ages.
FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH: November
23rd, 4:00-5:00 pm. Reading to Honeybun
Come read a book to Honeybun, a trained therapy dog
who cannot wait to hear your stories! She is very patient
and loves when children read books to her. Teens can
read to her too!
TUESDAYS, 11 am, Toddler Story Time – Open to all
families and caregivers with children age 5 and under.
THURSDAYS, 11 am-1 pm, One-on-One Computer
Tutoring– Designed for those who are just beginning to
continued on page 6
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District 5 Public Safety Report
by Lisa Suarez

10-9-2019
Attendance: 5 Citizens; 14 Officers
Commander Frank Young opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.
There are many reasons to be optimistic about our local
NOPD District, having carried city-wide the largest reduction in murders (15 fewer) in 2018, and on pace (11 fewer so
far) to have historic lows, a 69% decrease, in 2019.
This is the fourth week with continuous reduction in
Person and Property Crimes, though this does not lessen
our cause for concern. Data-wise, there is no proof that
school being back in session has any effect on lowering
crime.
“There is no one magic bullet,” the Commander said, in
his inside voice. “It takes community cooperation.” He
is looking forward to making progress with the recently
announced 2-year plan, that has a triple focus on attaining
full compliance with the Consent Decree, reducing the rate
of juvenile burglaries, (using youth support, to include a
cadet program), and maintaining the commitment to reducing violent crime.
The success of Hardin Park in the 7th Ward was highlighted. This column has been following the saga of Hardin
Park for almost 3 years, as it has gone from a no-activity
site, due to the prevalence of shootings and drug activity, to a return of organized sports and occasional St.

Augustine Marching 100 band practices, after a commitment from the District Task Force to be present when the
kids are there.
Officer Jeffrey Crouch was singled out for recognition, and
he spoke briefly, after the meeting about combatting drug
activity around the levee wall in the Marigny Rectangle.
Addressing the shooting at St. Claude and Poland,
Commander Young described the crime as having begun
the night before at Piety and St. Claude where the shootout hit parked cars. Some of the alleged perpetrators have
gone to jail. Claiborne and Pauger, Flood and St. Claude,
and the 1900 block of Mandeville, were also sites of recent
shootings.
The parking problems at KIPP (Colton) have not yet been
mitigated, but there has been conversation. It was pointed
out that volunteers trained as crossing guards are NOT
trained to direct traffic.
Everyone was invited to the Night Out Against Crime
activities.

Speaking Volumes
continued from page 5

learn about technology or who would like to grow their
digital skills and utilize the many digital resources the library offers. You can ask for assistance using our desktop
computers, or with your phone, laptop and other mobile
devices.
THURSDAYS, 5:30-7:00 pm, Community Composting
with Compost NOW – Bring your frozen food scraps to
our weekly food waste drop-off. For more information,
visit nolalibrary.org. There will be no compost drop-offs
on days the library is closed.
All NOPL locations will be closed for Labor Day on
Monday, November 2nd

MEET
THE
NEIGHBORS
Wednesday, November 13

6:30-8:00 pm
Hi-Ho Lounge
2239 St. Claude Ave.
6
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AND A GREAT TIME WAS HAD BY ALL
Nickel a Dance has come and gone for another year. It is a rare opportunity for the whole neighborhood to get together,
dance and listen to excellent music. Sponsored by the New Orleans Jazz Celebration, Nickel a Dance is a free series of
Sunday afternoon jazz concerts each spring and fall, that is a hit with children, families, seniors, and the general dancing
public. It attracts a diverse group of fans that meet on Frenchmen Street to celebrate jazz as America’s original dance music while listening to the best of today’s classic jazz bands. Stay tuned for next spring’s schedule. See you there with your
dancing shoes on!
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes

Board Elections:

10-5-19 7:00 PM
922 Touro Street
Call to Order 7:00 p.m.

All by Acclimation: President Allen Johnson; Vice
President Lisa Suarez; Treasurer Mark Malouse; Secretary
Elisa Cool.

Present: Allen Johnson, Pat Galloway, Mark Malouse,
Donna Wakeman, Ray Buntin, Lisa Suarez, Jeff
Bromberger.
Absent: Elisa Cool
Guests: Dexter Ford, Lisa Faatland

Old Business:

President’s Report:

City Council’s vote on the updating of ABO rules passed
5 to 1, with Jared Brossett voting Nay, Jason Williams not
present.
Opinion asked for on the conditional use of 2401 St.
Claude Avenue, (lakeside corner of St. Roch, across from
St. Roch Market). Will be asking for participation of Julie
Whiteman of Historic St. Roch Assoc. (HSRA), as although the building is on the lakeside of St. Claude, and
technically in the St. Roch neighborhood, the lakeside
block faces are included in the Faubourg Marigny Historic
District.
Also asked opinion on Hotel planned for 500 Piety, located in Bywater. FMIA will offer opinion if requested by
neighborhood organization(s).

Treasurer’s Report:

Usual expenses/credits. QuikBook printouts available on

“Backyard Ordinance,” Postponed at Council until
October 17th.
Vehicle Camping at Levee Wall/Spain St. /Decatur.
Office of Neighborhood Engagement agreed to shepherd street signs stating City No Camping Ordinance
through Dept. of Public Works process. No progress since
February 2019. Commander Frank Young from the 5th
District said he would help.
Moving contents of Storage Space to shed at St. Paul
Lutheran, at a charge of $25.00 per month.

New Business:

KIPP (Colton) School afternoon traffic; no solutions so far.
Iggy’s, Post Shooting: Allison Cormier of Neighborhood
Engagement took the lead to coordinate the City
Attorney, 8th District NOPD, Safety and Permits, District
C Council Office and FMIA producing these agreements
for a 90-day trial period: No go cups or outside alcohol
after 7 p.m.; Real Time Crime Camera to be installed; additional security person; and 1 a.m. closing time.
The John: Cars have been side-swiped. 14 neighbors met
with Officer Valentino of the 8th. Email her with color and
placement of any vehicles that need towing. City towing
until 10 p.m., and after, private contractor may be called.

ONE BOOK MARIGNY
by Donna Wakeman

Our October non-fiction
selection was The Yellow
House by Sarah Broom.
It’s a memoir set in a
shotgun house in East
Orleans purchased by her mother in 1961.
She tells a hundred years of her family’s history, a mother’s
struggles, a house’s pull towards entropy and the pull of
home. A recent release, the book has received great praise.
We were to meet on October 9th at 6:30 pm at the Country
Club. As has happened over the last several months, not
enough of us could make the scheduled meeting to warrant
holding it. As a result, the book club is being suspended
until further notice. Nothing, however, prevents us readers
from getting together informally to drink and talk books.
8

2412 N. Rampart. Neighbors complaint: design for new
build is out-of-scale, too big for block. Requested letter of
Appeal to City Council. Agreed by acclimation.

Lisa Faatland attended to volunteer to coordinate our
monthly Meet the Neighbors
events, which will begin again in November on 2nd
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. She will also be helping
with FMIA’s yearly gift to the neighborhood, Holiday
Caroling, scheduled for Sunday, December 15th, 6:30 to 8
p.m. with the Pfister Sisters in the church at the Peter and
Paul Hotel.
Adjourned: 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Suarez, substituting for Secretary Elisa Cool.
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Calendar of Events
November 2019

Board Meeting (1st Thursday) November 7—7:00pm
922 Touro St.
Meet the Neighbors
November 13 (Wednesday) 6:30-8:00 pm
Hi Ho Lounge – 2239 St. Claude Ave.
General Meeting (3rd Monday)
November 18—6:00pm Potluck, 7:00pm Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church—2624 Burgundy St.

December 2019

Ads should be photo ready in .jpg, .tif, .gif, .png, or .bmp format, with a
minimum of 300 dpi. No bleeds. Newsletter is printed in black & white.
No .pdf files please, as distortion may occur during conversion.
Full Page finished size is: 7.5”w x 9.5”h
Half Page finished size is: 7.5”w x 4.5”h (this includes the Back Cover)
Quarter Page finished size is: 3.5”w x 4.5”h
Business Card finished size is: 3.5”w x 2”h
All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue. For information regarding advertising,
contact us at Ads@FaubourgMarigny.org.
Classifieds Available
The newsletter also accepts classified ads at the rate of $5 per each 25
words.
Personal ads, however, are not being accepted at this time.
Contact Ads@FaubourgMarigny.org.

November 2019

Board Meeting (1st Thursday) December 5—7:00pm
922 Touro St.
Meet the Neighbors
No Meet the Neighbors in December
General Meeting (3rd Monday)
No General Meeting in December
Holiday Caroling
December 15 – 6:30 to 8:00pm
Peter & Paul – 2317 Burgundy St.

NONPACC Meetings

5th District
2nd Wednesdays—6:00pm, 3900 N. Claiborne Av.
8th District 4th Tuesdays—6:00pm, 334 Royal St.
Please send event info to Editor@FaubourgMarigny.org.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS

To Join the FMIA
Sign up at thefmia.org:
Click on ‘join us’
Select your level of membership
Be sure to complete all the necessary profile information
to insure you receive your newsletter and other important
information from us.

To Renew Your Membership
Log on (bottom right of home page). Click onto your
name (bottom right of home page, where you just logged
on). This will open up your profile where you should be
able to renew. Check your profile information to make
sure it is correct.
If you encounter any problems, feel free to contact me:
Elisa Cool, Membership, (347)752-8610 ecool@faubourgmarigny.org

In order to ensure accuracy of the membership list and
prompt delivery of the FMIA monthly newsletter, we ask
that you review the mailing label on your copy. If the
name(s) or address is incorrect, please log into the FMIA’s
website thefmia.org to make the necessary changes. If you
have any problems in logging on, contact ECool@faubourgmarigny.org
Once you’ve logged in, to edit profile information such
as your mailing address, phone, or email address, follow
these steps:
1. Go to the page bottom right. Where you once saw log
in, you will now see your name.
2. Click on your name.
3. This will take you to “My Profile” page. Here you can
view your information. To edit information select the
‘EDIT button above profile information.

Board Members
Allen Johnson, President
Bobby Moffett, Vice President
Mark Malouse, Treasurer
Elisa Cool, Recording Secretary
Elisa Cool, Corresponding Secretary
Jeff Bromberger
Ray Buntin
Pat Galloway
Lisa Suarez
Donna Wakeman

FMIA Committees
Short Term Rentals
Allen Johnson: President@FaubourgMarigny.org
Zoning and Land Use
Ray Buntin: RBuntin@FaubourgMarigny.org
Public Safety
Lisa Suarez: suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
Special Events & Fundraising
Jeff Bromberger: JBromberger@FaubourgMarigny.
org
Newsletter
Donna Wakeman: Editor@FaubourgMarigny.org
Membership
Elisa Cool: ECool@FaubourgMarigny.org
Home Tour
Lisa Suarez: suarezinmarigny@gmail.com
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MEET THE NEIGHBORS IS BACK ON!
We’re all excited that Lisa Faatland has volunteered to get our Meet the Neighbors
back up and running. This monthly social is a wonderful opportunity to meet your
neighbors and get to know more about the neighborhood business sponsoring the
event.
November’s MTN will be at the Hi-Ho Lounge, 2239 St. Claude Ave., sponsored by
Samantha Poche and Jennifer Saltaformaggio of Team Right Side of Keller Williams
Realty New Orleans and the Hi-Ho Lounge. Sam is a longstanding realtor specializing in historic homes, concentrating in the Quarter and the Marigny. Jennifer is
a more recent (2005) New Orleanian, focusing on the Quarter, the Marigny and
Bywater. The Hi-Ho is one of the original venues on the avenue and has been at the
forefront of the underground alternative music and arts scene for many years.
This MTN is guaranteed to be a great restart of a treasured social event and is a
wonderful introduction to all the holiday celebrations to follow. See you there!

November 2019
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Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association
2401 Burgundy Street Box 10
New Orleans, LA 70117
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Find us at
facebook.com/theFMIA

