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Making Groceries Soon?
By Donna Wakeman

On January 25th, Mayor Mitch Landrieu, City offi  cials, 
representa  ves from Robért Fresh Market and Hope 
Enterprise Corpora  on (HOPE) announced that renova  on 
and construc  on work will begin on a new, full-service 
grocery store and retail parcel serving the Bywater and 
Marigny neighborhoods. The grocery store will employ 
30 full-  me and 50 part-  me employees and create over 
150 construc  on jobs. Construc  on is expected to last 
approximately 12 months.

“It has been anxiously awaited for a long  me for that to 
reopen,” said Allen Johnson, the head of the Faubourg 
Marigny Improvement Associa  on. “People would just be 
excited by the smallest glimpses of hope, so this will be 
very welcome news to the neighborhood.”
The project received a $1 million grant from the City’s 
Fresh Food Retailer Ini  a  ve (FFRI), a program that 
increases access to fresh foods in tradi  onally underserved 
neighborhoods in the City, half of which is forgivable. 
The program provides direct fi nancial assistance to retail 
businesses by awarding forgivable and/or low-interest 

Continued on page 2 More photos on page 15

Continued on page 3

Cruise Ship Terminal
By Allen Johnson

On January 24th, the Bywater Neighborhood Associa  on 
hosted a Town Hall Mee  ng at Holy Angels. The purpose of 
this mee  ng was to allow ci  zens to share their opinions 
and concerns about the new Cruise Ship Terminal at the 
Poland Avenue Wharf. Just to be clear, the Port of New 
Orleans has stated that they haven’t fi nalized a decision 
to build a terminal there. However, they have stated in 
other forums and ar  cles, that this is their plan, rather 
than a cargo terminal. Around 120 people a  ended, and 
all neighborhoods were well represented, including the 
Bywater, Marigny, Holy Cross, St. Claude, Bunny Friend, 
7th Ward, Lower 9th, and St. Roch, as well as the Louisiana 
Landmarks Society.

Parade Season!
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Les Amis de Marigny is the newsle  er of the Faubourg Marigny 
Improvement Associa  on, a 501(c) non-profi t, all-volunteer organiza  on 
commi  ed to the preserva  on of the unique architectural and cultural 
heritage of our historic district, and to improving the quality of life in 
our diverse community. 
Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily refl ect 
the offi  cial views of the FMIA, its Board or its members. The FMIA does 
not warrant the legality of any business adver  sed in its newsle  er. 
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint 
any of the newsle  er, including photographs and original artwork, must 
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs and ar  cles dealing with topics of interest 
to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor reserves the 
right to reject submissions including editorial and adver  sing content. 
Submissions must be received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in 
the next month’s issue. Send contribu  ons to: 
 FMIA Newsle  er
 2401 Burgundy St., Box 10
 NOLA 70117 
 or editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 
The newsle  er is published each month except August and January. 
Back issues are available online at www.faubourgmarigny.org.

Design & Layout by GK Produc  ons, Inc.
Prin  ng by Printall, Inc.

The newsle  er is now accep  ng classifi ed ads. Personals, however, 
are not being accepted. Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classifi ed 
Rates: $5.00 per each 25 words.
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Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg,  f or pdf format.
All adver  sing must be received by the 15th of each month for 
publica  on in the next month’s issue. For informa  on regarding 
adver  sing, contact us at secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.
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Groceries continued from page 1

loans to supermarkets, grocery stores and other fresh food 
retailers. Circle Foods in the Seventh Ward, the ReFresh 
project featuring Whole Foods Market in Mid-City and 
Dryades Public Market in Central City were all par  ally 
funded by FFRI.
The store was the loca  on of the fi rst Schwegmann Bros. 
Giant Super Market, which grew to a local chain of 18 
stores. The shop off ered an innova  ve approach to selling 
groceries which included self-service shopping and a 
“department store” approach to its merchandise. 
Star  ng in 1999, Robert operated a grocery store out of 
this loca  on, but failed to reopen a  er fl ood damage from 
Hurricane Katrina. Years of li  ga  on followed with the 
Schwegmann family, from whom he rented, over fl ood 
insurance money. As a result of the se  lement, in 2013 
Robert was le   with ownership of the property. 
The work will include construc  on of at least two new 
buildings for retail space, which could include up to seven 
new businesses. The new buildings will run across the 
back of the property, along N. Rampart Street. “We’ve 
had a lot of interests from professionals, restaurants, all 
kinds of interest, and we’re just star  ng to work through 
the process,” according to Robért Fresh Market CEO Marc 
Robért II. Of note to neighbors of the property, delivery 
access for the grocery will be on Marigny Street.
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The major concerns seemed be to the traffi  c impact of 
18-wheeler supply trucks, traffi  c from buses carrying 
passengers to and from the French Quarter and CBD, and 
whether our streets were capable of handling this infl ux. 
Another fear was the pollu  on (air, light and noise) from 
the idling of the ship at port. Another great concern was 
the cultural impact on the neighborhood. Many were 
concerned that more and more people traveling through 
our culturally rich neighborhoods would change the 
businesses and restaurants so that they would be more 
tourist-centric. And one last problem that people expressed 
was the impact made on our streets themselves. These 
large buses and 18 wheelers weren’t in mind when our 

streets were 
designed. 
Videos of 
buses, from 
the previous 
weekend, 
driving over 
curbs and 
making turns 
in which they 
were forced 
to cross over 

the yellow lines were already being forwarded before the 
mee  ng was over.

The major concerns seemed be to the 
traffic impact of 18-wheeler supply 
trucks, traffic from buses carrying 
passengers to and from the French 
Quarter and CBD

One comment from the crowd has already caused ac  on. 
It was stated that with so many neighborhoods and groups 
represented, the Presidents of those groups should form 
a President’s Council to coordinate our eff orts and work 
together. That comment caused us to come together and 
agree to this. The fi rst mee  ng was February 20th, a  er the 
print date of this newsle  er. I believe this council will be a 
great way to share our knowledge and eff orts. Addi  onally, 
on February 10th, the FMIA Board sent a le  er to the Port 
of New Orleans expressing our desire to be a “consul  ng 
party” in this ma  er, and be included going forward, as 
many of the other groups listed above also did. We will 
keep you apprised of these eff orts, and update you of 
further developments. Furthermore, I would like to thank 
the Bywater Neighborhood Associa  on for organizing this 
mee  ng, and taking the lead in this eff ort.
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Terminal continued from page 1

Cruise ship, tank trucks and busses at the 
Poland Avenue Wharf.
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March 2017

Board Mee  ng
March 1, 7 pm, 
2509 Burgundy St.  

Meet the Neighbors
March 8, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Ar  san Café & Bar
2514 St Claude Avenue 

General Mee  ng
March 20, 6:30 Potluck, 7:15 Mee  ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

April 2017

Board Mee  ng
April 5, 7 pm, 
2509 Burgundy St.  

Meet the Neighbors
April 12, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Venue TBD 

General Mee  ng
April 17, 6:30 Potluck, 7:15 Mee  ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

NONPACC MEETINGS

5th District — 2nd Wednesday, 6 pm, 
3900 N. Claiborne 
8th District — 4th Tuesday 6 pm, 
334 Royal 

If you have an event for the calendar 
please send it to  

editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Calendar of Events

FMIA Dues
Not sure when your FMIA dues were paid? The date  
you paid is conveniently located on the mailing label 
of your newsle  er. Just one more service from your 
friendly neighborhood associa  on.

Monthly 5th District New Orleans 
Neighbors & Police Anti-Crime Council 
(NONPACC)
As all NONPACC mee  ngs do, this one on Wednesday, 
February 8th, began with signing the sign-in sheet, and 
Sgt. Franklin distribu  ng the printed Agenda which 
includes an introduc  on of Commander Frank Young and 
his staff , a review of the previous month’s issues,  me for 
a Guest Speaker, if present, old and new business, and 
Quality of Life Updates, Q & A.
The printed Agenda also included email addresses and 
phone numbers of per  nent contacts, including the 
Commander and all City Council members, a “hot sheet,” a 
map of the 5th District, and photos of wanted suspects.
This mee  ng was the day a  er the New Orleans East 
tornado, and we were updated concerning Offi  cer Victoria 
Guidry, and her husband Lt. Kevin Guidry of the 4th 
District. They have two school age sons, and their home 
was destroyed. They are now staying with rela  ves. You 
may remember Offi  cer Guidry as an outstanding Quality of 
Life offi  cer serving us for a number of years.
Commander Young 
then gave the 
current sta  s  cs 
which included:
Drug arrests on 
the 1300 block 
of Elysian Fields, 
and at France 
and Villere, of a 
well-known drug-
dealing family; 
confi sca  on of 4 
guns in connec  on 
with major crimes 
on the 5600 block 
of Dauphine, 
1300 block of 
France, 2400 & 
3100 block of 
N. Claiborne, 5100 block of St. Claude, 1600 block of N. 
Villere, and 2300 block of Marais.
There were confi sca  on of 5 guns, including 2 AK 47’s, and 
3 hand guns, from the Gang Unit monitoring 2 warring 
groups. Suspects in jail over illegal possession of weapons 
and stolen property; arrests of 2 juveniles with guns 
for auto burglary behind the Stallings Center; murder 
trial from crime commi  ed in 2014 on the 2600 block 
of N. Rampart, in Sec  on “G,” FBI present to safeguard 
witnesses. Armed robbery at 600 block of Lesseps with 
suspects following vic  ms from Bacchanal; both caught.

Sgt. Gary Lacabe, le  , in charge of Robbery, 
Assault, and Ba  ery, at NOPD’s 5th District, 

presents Kevin Williams, right, with the 
Detec  ve of the Year Award. Detec  ve Williams 

had a CLEARANCE RATE of 71%. The usual 
clearance rate is about 41%.
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Why Join?
By Donna Wakeman, Newsle  er Editor

When I fi rst moved to the Marigny, all I knew about the 
Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa  on was what 
I heard from other non-members and from newspaper 
ar  cles about their stance against certain businesses on 
Frenchmen Street. I didn’t much like what I learned from 
the outside.
I decided that what the FMIA needed was change, 
and I decided that I would be that change. I joined the 
organiza  on with the intent of reforming it. As I became 
be  er informed on the issues, learned about how certain 
proposed changes by the city would impact my neighbors, 
saw fi rst-hand how the FMIA operated, some things 
changed. I have seen the organiza  on change in some 
ways, and resist what I see as needed changes in others. 
I’ve changed in how I perceive the work being done by 
the organiza  on. Don’t misunderstand me, I don’t always 
agree with Board decisions. But I now be  er understand, 
for instance, why the FMIA fought for enforcement of the 
Frenchmen Street arts and culture overlay. Have you been 
down there lately? Pity the poor people who live there.

Without the FMIA, our neighborhood would be a 
playground for the developers building 80  . tall 
condo buildings for part-  me inhabitants and for the 
entertainment industry to open music venues up and 
down Franklin Avenue. We’d be the lucky neighbors of 
a chicken processing facility with tractor-trailers up and 
down Elysian Fields all day, the threat of an ammonia leak 
hanging over our heads. 
Speaking of 80  . tall condo buildings on the riverfront, 
the one of the FMIA’s on-going ba  les is over the City’s 
eff orts to allow such construc  on. If you’re not crazy about 
buildings three  mes higher than the neighborhood’s 
average 25  . tall homes, then come support the fi ght. Size 
Ma  ers.
If you don’t currently belong to the FMIA, I challenge you 
to join. By joining, you’ll become be  er informed as to 
what is happening in the neighborhood. You’ll have an 
opportunity to help shape the neighborhood. You’ll have 
the chance to help shape the FMIA. You’ll get to know your 
neighbors be  er. You’ll be able to contribute to making 
this a be  er neighborhood. You’ll feel more connected to 
this place we all call home.

If you’re not crazy about buildings 
three times higher than the 
neighborhood’s average 25 ft. tall 
homes, then come support the fight.

If you do belong to the organiza  on, read the above 
paragraph to remind yourself of all the benefi ts of 
membership. I urge you to become more involved, if only 
by coming to the monthly general mee  ng. There you’ll 
have a chance to hear fi rst-hand the latest Marigny news, 
reacquaint yourself with your neighbors and share in some 
good food.
I hope to see all of you there.

Its Easy to Join

Just fi ll out the Membership form on page 15 
of this Newsle  er and mail in, 

or
join online at: 

h  p://faubourgmarigny.org/join.html
Next General Mee  ng

March 20, 6:30 Potluck, 7:15 Mee  ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street



6 March 2017Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa  on

Interview with Mr. Lane Lacoy, 
Historic Home Specialist, 
Real Estate Broker, Latter & Blum

By Madison Louviere, FMIA Newsle  er Intern, Class of 2018, Nicholls State
 Q  Where are you from?
 A I’m a Yankee. I grew up in Concord, New Hampshire, 

the State capitol. I went to the University of 
New Hampshire and studied business and hotel 
administra  on. When I graduated, I went to work for 
the Hilton corpora  on, star  ng in Boston at the Boston 
Statler Hotel, then New York City, Washington D.C., 
Chicago twice, Madison, Wisconsin, Denver, Colorado, 
and then here. They wanted to transfer me to Lincoln, 
Nebraska but I said see you later, and stayed here. A 
friend off ered me a job, so and I con  nued in the hotel 
business for a while, but then got into real estate. 

 Q What mo  vated you get into the real estate business? 
 A Growing up, my father was always renova  ng houses, 

and during summers I would help him. I always had 
an interest in renova  on, as well as buying and selling 
proper  es. 

 Q What is the best part of the business for you?
 A Defi nitely when you have a fi rst-  me home buyer 

who’ve never done this before, and they don’t have a 
clue. Ge   ng them into that fi rst house they like is like 
seeing stars shoot into the air! I always tell people that 
when they see the house they’re going to live in, they 
will know it. It will hit you like a hammer on the head. I 
won’t have to tell you, you will know.

Today’s home buyers are 
really savvy, they get on the 
internet and know what’s 
going on. But those fi rst-
 me home buyers, it’s scary 

for them, so I think the best 
thing is seeing them light 
up when they fi nd the right 
home.

 Q What’s the hardest part of 
the business?

 A There really isn’t anything 
hard. You have to like the job, 
if you don’t like it, you will hate it. You have to enjoy 
the job you are doing. I love it and I’m s  ll working at 
70 years old. I love my job. I come in everyday and get 
excited. Every day may bring problems, because there 
are always things to overcome and solve, but they are 
always diff erent.

Continued on page 7
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Allen Johnson, President
Lisa Suarez, Vice-President

Joel Ross, Recording Secretary
Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary

Troy Gant, Treasurer
Jeff  Bromberger

Simone Cifuentes
Ma   Del Vecchio

Mark Malouse 

Adver  sing: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org

Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsle  er: editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Caroling
Community Outreach

Crime Preven  on
Development
 Frenchmen
Fundraising

Educa  on
 Home Tour
 Hospitality

Membership
Neighborhood

Special Projects

Volunteer
Walking Tour
Washington 
Square Park

Web Site
Zoning

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Committees

Board Members

All the News That’s Fit to Email!
— In our E-Blast —

FMIA sends out an email blast with important news 
about what’s happening in the Faubourg Marigny and 
surrounding area — news that you need to know! 

It’s Easy! 
To sign up email secretary@faubourgmarigny.org 

we’ll put you on the list. 

Don’t Like it? 
You can cancel at any  me.

NOTE: You may need 
to change your email 
se   ngs to allow news@
faubourgmarigny.org as an 
approved sender or add it 
to your contact list.

Interview continued from page 8

 Q Where is most of your clientele from?
 A All over and repeats. I have a lot of repeats and a lot 

of referrals. That’s why it’s really important to treat 
people right and fairly. Sell them what they really 
want and what they can aff ord. They will come back to 
you, whether you’ve sold them a house or are helping 
them sell to upgrade. For example, I had a couple from 
Detroit buy a house in Bywater, and they’ve been there 
for about two years. Then the husband got a job up 
north. They called me and we had a buyer in there 
within a few days. 

 Q Are there any memorable client stories that you can 
share with me?

 A Yes. I learned a lesson when I was in high school that 
s  ll applies today. I was in a clothing store with my 
father, and we were just standing around and this old 
guy comes in with blue jeans, a funky hat and beard, he 
looked like a street person and the owner was wai  ng 
on him. I made a remark about why they would waste 
 me with him. He said, “Never judge someone based 

on the way they look. That’s Mr. Murray, he’s probably 
one of the wealthiest people in the state. He dresses 
like that because he’s a farmer.” So, I learned a lesson 
and it applied when I was on desk on a Saturday and 
this guy came into the offi  ce. He had long hair, wasn’t 
shaven, looked like a street person and walks in saying, 
“I want to buy a house.” I said to myself, “Yeah right, 
he can’t aff ord this.” I asked him what he did and he 
replied that he was a doctor. We ended up fi nding the 
right house and he was able to aff ord it. Never to judge 
a book by its cover.

 Q How is business?
 A It’s great. The fi rst of the year (2016), it slowed down a 

li  le bit because in 2014-2015 it was just gang-busters. 
People didn’t really care about prices. Then, all of a 
sudden, for some reason it started slowing down. No 
one actually knows why. It started picking back up 
several months ago, so business is great. 

 Q Can you tell us a li  le about your rela  onship with the 
FMIA?

 A I run ads in their monthly newsle  er. I actually live in 
Bywater so I pay dues to the FMIA but I’m a member 
of Bywater’s Neighborhood Associa  on and the new 
group, Neighbors First. So I’m a member of all three.

 Q Anything you believe important for the newsle  er 
readers to know?

 A I think neighborhood associa  ons are good for 
people. When I sell a house to someone, especially 
in Marigny, I always suggest becoming a member of 
the neighborhood associa  on. It is a great way for 
people to meet neighbors and people who live in the 
community, as well as having your voice heard about 
circumstances and situa  ons that may need working on 
throughout the neighborhood. All three neighborhood 
associa  ons are good and strong. It also allows you to 
be an ac  ve member of the community. 
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Meet the Neighbors 
Almost 40 neighbors gathered on a balmy evening in February 
at the beau  ful offi  ces of Stand for Children on St. Claude. 
We learned about the organiza  on’s mission, while neighbors enjoyed some 
great conversa  on and the view from the wraparound gallery overlooking 
St. Claude and St. Roch. Thanks to our hosts Mary Brook, Le’Kedra Robertson 
and Karen Clark. If you would like to volunteer, learn more, or get involved 
with Stand, contact Le’Kedra Robertson at lrobertson@stand.org.

Next Meet the Neighbors: March 8, 6:30 - 8:00 pm.
Artisan Bar & Cafe, 2512 St. Claude Avenue

If you have a suggestion for a future 
Meet the Neighbors venue, email 
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
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Marigny Green 
By Deborah Oppenheim

How to Wear a Bike Helmet Properly to Have Full Protection

Facts
• Bicycle helmets can reduce the 

risk of head injury by as much as 
88 percent.

• There are various studies on 
the protec  ve eff ects of bicycle 
helmets. It has been determined 
that cyclists who reported a poor 
fi  ed helmet were twice as likely 
to suff er a head injury as cyclists 
whose helmets fi t properly.

• Cyclists whose helmets come off  
during a crash are three  mes 
more likely to sustain a head 
injury than those whose helmets 
are snugly fastened at the  me 
of the crash.

How to Get the Proper Fit 
1. SIZE: Measure your head for 

approximate size. It should 
fi t snugly, no rocking side 
to side. Some helmets have 
sizing pads which are used 
to help fi t securely on your 
head. Other helmets have a 
universal fi t ring that can be 
adjusted.

2. POSITION: Should fi t level on 
your head, low on forehead – 
one or two fi ngers above your 
eyebrow

3. BUCKLES: Le   buckle is 
centered under the chin. 
You can lengthen or shorten 
the chin straps by pulling 
from the back of the helmet. 
Probably easier to take the 
helmet off  to adjust the 
straps.

4. SIDE STRAPS: There is a slider 
on both straps that form a 
“V” shape under and slightly 
in front of the ears and lock. 

5. CHIN STRAP: Buckle the chin 
strap and  ghten  ll snug 
– no more than one or two 
fi ngers fi t under the strap.

6. FINAL FITTING: A clever  p 
is to open your mouth and 
take a big yawn. This lets 
the helmet pull down on the 
head and if not go back to 
step 5 and adjust.

7. Bicycle Helmet Safety 
Ins  tute (BHSI) suggests to 
always checking to see if the 
helmet is not backwards. 

Additional Tips
• Replace a helmet if it is 

damaged.
• Be well informed.
• Ride responsibly and legally.

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Since 1984
Same Location

5229 St. Claude Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70117

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer

A bicycle helmet can protect your head only 
if you wear it every time when you ride!
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March Letter from the President 
By Allen Johnson

City Planning Commission Hearing results 
in Community Meeting
On February 7, members of the FMIA Board went to the 
City Planning Commission hearing. The CPC had put an item 
on the agenda to take ci  zen input on M-16-605. M-16-605 
is the new name for the Riverfront Overlay, which was part 
of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, and would have 
allowed height bonuses of up to 85 feet from Elysian Fields 
to Poland Avenue along the riverfront. 
As you may be aware, we sued the City, claiming that 
they had not followed the law when they introduced this 
proposal the morning of the City Council vote, rather than 
follow proper course and going through the City Planning 
Commission. This is a major victory for ci  zens across the 
state, and has already been cited in lawsuits throughout 
Louisiana. A  er the Fourth Circuit Appellate Court ruled in 
our favor, and sent it back to the Chancery Court, the City 
and FMIA entered into a se  lement in which the Riverfront 
Overlay had to go through the proper process and be 
subject to ci  zen input. 
We went to City Hall that day not to give input but argue 
that true ci  zen input, as happened during the CZO 
process, involved the CPC coming to us, and mee  ng with 
the ci  zens. SUCCESS!! Bob Rivers, Execu  ve Director of the 
CPC, agreed to co-host a Community Mee  ng, some  me in 
March, with the FMIA to receive ci  zen input on the new 
ordinance. Once a date and  me are determined, we will 
alert everyone via Facebook, Nextdoor, and e-blast. Please 
come, and bring your neighbors, and let the CPC know what 
you want your riverfront to look like.

Hampton Inn Proposal 
at 501 Elysian Fields (again)
In a manner that reminds me of the movie Groundhog 
Day, I sit here again wri  ng about the proposed Hampton 
Inn at 501 Elysian Fields. On February 14, Rick Fifi eld, Joel 
Ross, Eric Epstein and I a  ended the Architectural Review 
Commi  ee Hearing in which a version of this project was 
presented for the fourth  me. Joel, Rick and I all spoke of 

our reasons for opposing the most recent design of this 
project. 
I echoed the sen  ments of The FMIA Board of Directors 
le  er in which we expressed our frustra  on with the 
project. We stated that we believed the only way forward 
was for the developer to hire a design consultant to help 
the architect design a building in a Historic District. The 
Commi  ee expressed similar concerns and decided to deny 
the request. 
The project’s next step forward is to appeal that decision 
to the en  re Historic District Landmark Commission, which 
they said they would do. A  erwards, in the hallway, I 
spoke to the team and they said they wanted to con  nue 
working with the FMIA to try to deliver a building the en  re 
neighborhood could be proud of, which Mr. Patel declared 
from the beginning to be his goal. 
We will con  nue to use the FMIA Facebook page to 
post updated drawings as they become available. Please 
share your comments with us, and also please email your 
comments to the City Planning Commi  ee and a  end 
hearings at City Hall so that your voice will be heard.

New Committees
At the November 2nd Board Mee  ng, new Commi  ee 
members and Chairs were selected, and are as follows; 

Zoning and Land Use: Joel Ross (Chairman)
Short Term Rental: Allen Johnson (Chairman)
Public Safety and Graffi   : Lisa Suarez (Chairwoman)
Special Events & Fundraising: Jeff  Bromberger (Chairman)
Newsle  er: Donna Wakeman (Chairwoman)
Membership: Allen Johnson (Chairman)
Home Tour: Lisa Suarez (Chairwoman) 

We would ask each member to choose the Commi  ee 
that you fi nd most interes  ng, and please join it. Our 
organiza  on is always stronger with the work of our many 
members. Please fi nd a way to par  cipate. If you think 
that this sounds familiar, there’s a reason for that. This 
sec  on of the newsle  er, to this point, is reprinted from 
the December Newsle  er. We s  ll want people to join the 
Commi  ees. This is a great opportunity for members to 
learn more about the issues and learn how knowledgeable 
your fellow ci  zens are. Addi  onally, it is a great way to 
help your neighborhood and learn all that the FMIA does.

HAPPY CRAWFISH SEASON!!
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In Memoriam Jule Lang
Jule Henle Lang passed away on January 30, 2017 
following a brief illness. She was born in Montgomery, 
Alabama to the late Sam and Louise Henle. Jule is 
survived by her sons: Drew Lang and Timothy David-
Lang of New York, NY; daughters-in-law: Graciela 
Bergner and Jennifer David-Lang; grandchildren Zoe 
David-Lang, Alexa David-Lang, and Nicolas Lang; and 
brother, Phil Henle of Birmingham, Alabama. 
She graduated from Newcomb College with a degree 
in English. Following 
marriage, she made New 
Orleans her home. She 
was a great lover of books, 
gardening, and movies, 
but was passionate 
about suppor  ng 
New Orleans ar  sts, 
and preserving New 
Orleans neighborhoods. 
Professionally, Jule had 
a long career in interior 
design, including opera  ng her own fi rm, Jule Lang 
Interiors. 
A Memorial Service was held at Washington Square 
Park on February 18, 2017. As Jule would say, “Amen 
and it was good.” In lieu of fl owers, it was asked that a 
contribu  on be made to 

The Preserva  on Resource Center 
923 Tchoupitoulas Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

Online guestbook: 
www.anewtradi  onbegins.com
(504) 282-0600

Music For Lent
The Bishop Perry Center will kick-off  its annual musical 
series, “A Musical Prelude to the Celebra  on of Easter,” 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, March 2, 2017 (the day a  er Ash 
Wednesday) at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 1100 Chartres 
Street. The 2017 series will feature Hispanic inspired music 
ranging from Baroque classical to contemporary La  n Jazz. 

The series is presented by the Center in coopera  on with 
St. Louis Cathedral and the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
and is par  ally funded by grants from the New Orleans 
Jazz & Heritage Founda  on and The Faulkner Society/
Words & Music. Each concert is free and open to the 
public. In addi  on to March 2, concerts are scheduled for 
the fi ve Thursdays following, all at St. Mary’s, all beginning 
at 6 p.m.
Addi  onally, beginning February 16, 2017 there will be 
a noon Mass at The Bishop Perry Center, 1941 Dauphine 
Street, every Thursday un  l further no  ce.
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Speaking Volumes
By Sara Jacobelli, Assistant Branch Manager, Alvar Library

We hope everyone had a fun and safe Mardi Gras! The 
weather is ge   ng warmer, and before you know it, it will 
be  me for our Summer Reading Program. Stay tuned for 
further informa  on about all of our upcoming ac  vi  es 
and programs for Children, Teens and Adults.
Would you like to keep up with all of the programs and 
events that the New Orleans Public Library has to off er? 
You can sign up for the NOPL newsle  er on our website: 
www.nolalibrary.org/
Check out these photos of the Vision Boards our local 
youth made with our staff  member Diana Johnson. A Vision 
Board is a great way for teens and tweens to think about 
what they would like to do in the future. It’s a  me to 
dream about family and friends, high school, college, travel 
and possible careers. 

Here’s some handy websites for further informa  on on this 
fun ac  vity:

chris  nekane.com/how-to-make-a-vision-board/
ww.lifecoachintoronto.com/vision-board-helping-
teens-stay-commi  ed-to-their-goals/
www.kidzworld.com/ar  cle/15917-how-to-make-a-
vision-board

Weekly Food Waste Drop-Off
Every Saturday. 2:00 pm-4:00 pm outside Alvar Library

Did you Know? 
Americans throw out over 36 million tons of food waste 
each year. Once in landfi lls, food breaks down to produce 
methane, a potent greenhouse gas which contributes to 
climate change. Now, you can bring your frozen food scraps 
to our weekly food waste drop off  loca  ons at the New 
Orleans Public Library and Schmelly’s Dirt Farm will pick it 
up and turn it into nutrient-rich compost! PLEASE FREEZE 
YOUR FOOD SCRAPS! 
We will accept fruit and vegetable scraps (peels, skins or 
seeds), tea bags and coff ee grinds including paper fi lter), 
eggshells, nutshells, plain bread and pasta (no toppings). 
Please bring in a paper or compostable bag, or a reusable 
container. NO MEAT, NO DAIRY, NO BONES, NO OILY 
FOODS. We will be happy to answer your compos  ng 
ques  ons every week!
Want to volunteer? Email lynneserpe.nola@gmail.com
This program will only happen on days when the library is 
open. Please do not drop off  your scraps outside specifi ed 
hours. 

Continued on page 13
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Speaking Volumes continued from page 12

Regular Programs at Alvar:
Toddler Story Time: Tuesdays, 11:00 am-12:00 
pm
Computer Tutoring: Thursdays, 11:00 am-1:00 
pm

In the Garden Writers’ Workshop: 
Writers of all levels of experience and all genres are 
welcome, including Poetry, Fic  on and Nonfi c  on 
Prose, and Plays. Local and visi  ng authors will 
periodically stop by to read their work and off er advice 
and encouragement. Par  cipants will read their work 
at a public reading once or twice a year, either at Alvar 
Library or at a local venue. We will meet the second 
Saturday of every month from 2:00-3:30 pm, from 
September 2016 through May 2017. The next workshop 
will meet Saturday, March 11th and will focus on 
wri  ng Flash Fic  on. You may sign up at the Circula  on 
Desk, or just come to any session. 

Louisiana Literary Happenings: 
Do you love any books, plays and movies by and about 
Tennessee Williams? Check out the 
2017 Tennessee Williams Literary Fes  val:
h  p://www.tennesseewilliams.net/fes  val

Do you live in the Triangle? WE NEED YOU! Your 
House, your Garden, your Business, your Body, 
possibly your Soul. 

The FMIA 45th Annual Spring Home and Garden 
Tour, will take place on Sunday, May 14th, 2017, 
from Noon to 4 p.m. We need help putting it 
together from everyone and especially places to 
show! Email vicepresident@faubourgmarigny.org. A 
thousand Thanks!

Plain
orFancy
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes: 
February 1, 2017

Members in a  endance
Allen Johnson, Gretchen Bomboy, Mark Malouse, Ma   Del Vecchio, Jeff  
Bromberger, Simone Cifuentes. Absent: Lisa Suarez, Joel Ross, Troy Gant.

Allen makes announcements. 
FMIA a  ended BNA cruise ship terminal mee  ng.

Guest - Anne Gates, resident. 
Anne is a web site specialist and discusses our web site. Jeff  moves to go 
forward with a free web site consulta  on. Seconded, unanimous in favor.

Commi  ee reports: 
Allen will publish a refactored list of commi  ees to recruit members to 
help out with.

Guest - John Koeferl, Holy Cross Neighborhood Associa  on. 
John presents informa  on about the proposed Industrial Canal project. 
Invites FMIA to a  end mee  ngs and off er support.

Guest - Pinu Patel, Franco Alecha (Hampton Inn). 
Pinu and Franco present their latest designs and ask for input.
Mee  ng adjourned at 9:25 PM.

Parade Season!
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MEMBERSHIP STATUS:  New  Renewal

 RESIDENT MEMBERSHIPS:  Individual: $20.00  Household (2 votes): $30.00 

  Senior Individual: $5.00  Senior Household (2 votes): $10.00

Name # 1__________________________ Phone: ______________________ E-mail: _________________________

Name #2 __________________________ Phone: ______________________ E-mail: _________________________

Property in Marigny Address ____________________________________________________ ZIP ________________

Homeowner:        yes           no        Landlord Name: ______________________________________________________  

Address: ________________________________ City: ____________________ State: _____ ZIP________________

Phone: __________________________________ E-MAIL: _______________________________________________

OR

 NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY OWNER:  One Individual with vo ng privilege   $20.00

Name of VOTING Property Owner: __________________________________________________________________

Property in Marigny Address ____________________________________________________ ZIP ________________

Address: ________________________________ City: ____________________ State: _____ ZIP________________

Phone: __________________________________ E-MAIL: _______________________________________________

OR

 NON – RESIDENT BUSINESS OWNER:  One Individual with vo ng privilege,   50.00  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Business: _______________________________________________________________________________

Property in Marigny Address ____________________________________________________ ZIP ________________

Address: ________________________________ City: ____________________ State: _____ ZIP________________

Phone: __________________________________ E-MAIL: _______________________________________________

 Newsle er by U.S. Mail                 Newsle er by E-Mail                      Willing to volunteer                      Receive weekly Eblast

Make checks payable to FMIA and mail to 2401 Burgundy Street, Box 10 New Orleans, LA 70117

2401 Burgundy Street, Box 10  New Orleans, LA 70117  (888) 312-0812  www.faubourgmarigny.org

A 501(c)(3) charitable organiza on
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