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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Who Will Do the Right Thing?
By Lisa Suarez, FMIA President

I was pre y buoyant emerging from City Council
Chambers Tuesday, August 9th, a er the City
Planning Commission eliminated Whole Home
Rentals from considera on for legaliza on, for the
second me. The recogni on, by Commissioner
Nolan Marshall, that STRs make their money from
an illegal business model, was a revela on that it
could be said out loud in a public forum.
A er a parade of proponents, wearing white, with
mul ple hard luck stories about how they couldn’t
pay their bills without their ill-go en gains, the
defiant ones who “should be able to do what they
want with their property,” and the tour guides,
“My guests just want to explore a diﬀerent side
of the city, and I want to show it to them,” came
the Red Team, us, beginning with Harry Shearer:
h ps://youtu.be/4ykXRU1K1AE

Vice-President’s Report
FMIA Vice-President Allen Johnson who has been mee ng
with the Short Term Rental Commi ee (a separate en ty)
for several months, spoke about specific sugges ons
covering most of the ground FMIA has agreed on over the
last couple of years:
• We need to ban Whole House Rentals. With an owner
on the premises, you are rela vely assured that a
party won’t erupt and disturb the neighbors.

What’s Inside this edition of
Les Amis de Marigny
Won’t You Be My Neighbor
Meet the Board Candidates
Yours Truly in a Swamp
Marigny Green
Speaking Volumes
. . . and More!

• A Party House Rental makes the neighbors, not the
person receiving the revenue, responsible for dealing
with the party.
• It is essen al that STRs be registered with the city,
AND to ensure the person receiving the Homestead
Extension lives on site.
• The Permit or License number should be required
on the lis ng on the STR pla orms — AirBnb; VRBO;
HomeAway, etc.
• Pla orms MUST BE required to share their data with
the city. (Without this data, it would require the city
enforcement mechanisms to spend me hun ng for
illegal operators, when they could spend this me in
the field monitoring and regula ng operators that are
properly registered.)
• It is essen al we get this right, and make sure that the
pla orms conform to our rules. This is our city, and it
is not their right to tell us which of our city’s rules they
are willing to follow.

Continued on page 2
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And Back to the President
My comments were about living next door to an illegal
hotel, (by a woman who lives in Dallas and owns two
homes in Marigny) and my main problem with STRs in
general: they hollow out our communi es of voters, one
reason why we are stuck in what seems like an endless
pa ern of ignore.
A small victory at last! We won, we Won, WE WON, kept
filtering through my mind. No one else seemed ebullient.
Why not?
Speaking with others, especially the next evening at
Feelings Cafe, during Meet The Neighbors, revealed that
familiar ache. The will of the people possibly making actual
headway, only to be thwarted by poli cians having no
inten on of doing the right thing. (Master Plan, anyone?)
Maybe some of them care about ge ng re-elected?

A small victory at last! We won, we
Won, WE WON, kept filtering through
my mind. No one else seemed
ebullient. Why not?
Did you know that fines for illegal Short Term Rentals are
only a one- me $500.00? I think there’s a 30 days in jail
in there somewhere, but doesn’t that cost the tax payers
money? If an illegal opera on con nues to do business,
don’t they get fined again? Did you know the Legislature of
the State of Louisiana has to approve raising those fines?
Let’s do some math: if you fined 70% of the approximately
4,000 Short Term Rentals that are Whole Home Rentals
(2,800) each x 500 dollars, there would be $1,400,000.00.
Wouldn’t that be enough to pay for a couple of inspectors
to start ge ng rid of the scoﬄaws, and make a profit
for the city? I know there are other concerns, and on
Monday, August 22st, we will have found out what they
consist of, at a lecture given by Mr. Jay Brinkmann, re red
Chief Economist of the Mortgage Bankers Associa on,
talking about “Short-Term Rental Reali es: An In-depth
Discussion,” sponsored by the Louisiana Landmarks
Society. Tune in next month.
Of course the legisla on has to be worked out between
the Council and the Planning Staﬀ, which should take a
minimum of three months, but don’t forget, you will need
to turn out en masse, again, and in force, wearing Red, to
keep ge ng the point across.

Continued on page 3
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Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, f or pdf format.
All adver sing must be received by the 15th of each month for
publica on in the next month’s issue. For informa on regarding
adver sing, contact us at secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

Classifieds Now Available
The newsle er is now accep ng classified ads. Personals, however,
are not being accepted. Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classified
Rates: $5.00 per each 25 words.

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsle er of the Faubourg Marigny
Improvement Associa on, a 501(c) non-profit, all-volunteer organiza on
commi ed to the preserva on of the unique architectural and cultural
heritage of our historic district, and to improving the quality of life in
our diverse community.
Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect
the oﬃcial views of the FMIA, its Board or its members. The FMIA does
not warrant the legality of any business adver sed in its newsle er.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint
any of the newsle er, including photographs and original artwork, must
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs and ar cles dealing with topics of interest
to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor reserves the
right to reject submissions including editorial and adver sing content.
Submissions must be received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in
the next month’s issue. Send contribu ons to:
FMIA Newsle er
2401 Burgundy St., Box 10
NOLA 70117
or editor@faubourgmarigny.org.
The newsle er is published each month except August and January.
Back issues are available online at www.faubourgmarigny.org.
Design & Layout by GK Produc ons, Inc.
Prin ng by Printall, Inc.
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President’s Message continued from page 2

Tales of the French Market
Last month I talked a li le about the rounds of summer
budget mee ngs. One of these was the Capital
Improvement Plan 2017-2021, where we have a par cular
interest in the ac vi es of the French Market Corpora on,
and in two specific subject areas, Crescent Park and never
having go en parking decks on the Elysian Fields lots,
which FMIA has supported for thirty years, or more.
The Crescent Park concerns were ignited again, as the
years of planning and incorpora ng public input for the
Park ne ed the conclusion, before the Marigny por on
opened in 2015, that the park would be a passive en ty,
without large scale entertainment ac vi es on the
Mandeville Wharf. This concept was confirmed by previous
Execu ve Director John Smith, when he told us that the
Mandeville Wharf ingress and egress was too dangerous
for large crowds, as determined by the Public Belt Railroad.

At the mee ng I met the gracious and superbly diploma c
(more than I could ever dream to be) Jade Brown Russell,
the Interim Execu ve Director. A er reviewing with two
City Planning staﬀers, the Market’s lawyer, the Market’s
Interim Assistant Director, and a couple of Administra on
staﬀ, the retaining wall at Crescent Park that is failing
from Piety to Press, a “container” railing that needs a
bid, replacing trash cans, replacing gu ers at the Upper
Pontalba that were undersized in the 90’s, ongoing slate
and copper roof repair, deferred building maintenance,
vehicle replacement, public restroom repair, ad infinitumnot nauseum, they finally turned to me and said, “May we
have a comment from the public?” I was the only “public”
there.

The concept of passive green space was then negated by
Jazz Fest PR execu ve Sco Aiges, who was adamant (at a
mee ng about the Poland Avenue Cruise Ship Terminal),
that he needed a contact with Public Belt, because Jazz
Fest would very much like to add a music venue, for
occasional use, to the Mandeville Wharf.

The Crescent Park concerns were
ignited again . . . that the park would
be a passive entity, without large
scale entertainment activities on the
Mandeville Wharf.
Whether Jazz Fest was involved or not, what we got was a
June Creole Tomato Fest, sponsored by the French Market,
with a large auxiliary stage added to the Park, that lined
up with Spain Street, blas ng the upper rectangle with
excellent music about as loud as the train whistle (140
decibels), inescapably piercing every residen al building
from Elysian Fields to Spain, N. Peters to Royal, beginning
at 8:30 a.m. Saturday morning. Excellent music because
how else are you going to a ract massive crowds who
never actually materialized because they couldn’t find their
way to the downriver side of the Wharf.
On Wednesday, June 29th, I a ended the Capital
Improvement Plan mee ng with the French Market, where
I received a fourteen-page printed on both sides handout,
supposedly detailing their Capital Budget Request Form,
except that only the top page was barely legible, with the
rest of the 13 pages completely illegible. I apologize for
nitpicking, so ask me about this if you’re curious and see
me in person.
September 2016

I gingerly and hal ngly, with as much respect as I could
muster, because I believe in Civil Servants who do most of
the heavy li ing, brought up the Tomato Fes val volume,
wan ng to know if there would be a repeat during the
newly announced “Disco Party” from 5 to 9 p.m. at the
Mandeville Wharf for Go Fourth on the River (4th of July).
“We want to be good neighbors,” said Ms. Brown Russell,
defini vely. I believed her.
Then I asked about the proposed Elysian Fields parking
buildings, which are not part of the capital budget, so no
informa on was forthcoming.
The good news? Neighbors hardly heard any of the Disco
Party.

Next month: The Mayor says he wants
the Parking Buildings as much as we do,
but where’s the money?

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on
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Who You Gonna Call?

Discounted Neighbor Rates
Come Visit!

Hint: not Ghostbusters
This past month Oﬃcer
Shereese Harper spoke at
the FMIA General mee ng
concerning the situa on at
Big Daddy’s: people loitering
there into the morning hours,
etc. Oﬃcer Harper said we
should call the
Non-Emergency/File a Police
Report number: (504) 821-2222.
Calling the number creates a paper trail. She also said
it is not necessary for the caller to wait at the scene
for the police to arrive.

Calling is Important

www.frenchquarterguesthouses.com
504-947-1161

4

Sergeant Ernest Luster agrees. In an email he said,
“In order to bring the ma er before the City A orney,
the community must make the necessary phone calls
when there are disturbances that are related to Big
Daddy’s bar.”
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Apology

Calendar of Events

By Steven Halpern, Editor

As Editor of Les Amis, I want to apologize & accept blame
for failing to edit a joke in our last issue. The term “Queer”
was used as a pejora ve. It was intended to be funny, as is
o en the case, but served to oﬀend. This is analogous to
using the “N” word or other ethnic or religious epithets.
We accept that it was not seen as humorous by all our
readers. We will a empt to be more circumspect in the
future.

September 2016
Board MeeƟng
September 7, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy St.
Meet the Neighbors
September 14, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Magnolia Physical Therapy
in the Healing Center,
2372 St Claude Ave.
General MeeƟng
September 19, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Mee ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

October 2016
Board MeeƟng
October 5, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy St.
Meet the Neighbors
October 12, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
C. J. Nero Art, Cultureal Gi s & Event Planning
839 Spain Street
General MeeƟng
October 17, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Mee ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

NONPACC MEETINGS
5th District — 2nd Wednesday, 6 pm,
3900 N. Claiborne
8th District — 4th Tuesday 6 pm,
loca on varies between 334 Royal
and the Healing Center

If you have an event for the calendar
please send it to
editor@faubourgmarigny.org

FMIA Dues
Not sure when your FMIA dues were paid? The date
you paid is conveniently located on the mailing label
of your newsle er. Just one more service from your
friendly neighborhood associa on.
September 2016
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What is Graffiti?
Graﬃ is wri ng,
drawings or symbols
applied to any surface
without the permission
of the owner. To create
graﬃ , vandals use a
variety of materials such
as automo ve car paint,
spray paint, crayons and
permanent ink. Vandals
also etch surfaces as
another way to destroy
property.

Art or Graffiti?
The diﬀerence between
art and graﬃ is that
art is done on property with permission of the property
owner. Art is a crea ve and produc ve form of expression,
whereas graﬃ is a crime.

Photo credit, Nick Lambert

Why Should I Care about Graffiti?
Graﬃ is an act of vandalism. Not only is it una rac ve,
but it also lowers property values and encourages other
types of crime in neighborhoods. By promptly removing
graﬃ , property owners can send a message to the people
responsible for graﬃ .
Please con nue to send in photos of graﬃ to
info@faubourgmarigny.org.
Thanks to the French Quarter Business Associa on for
lending us their words.
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All the News That’s Fit to Email!

Board Members

— In our Weekly E-Blast —
FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with
important news about what’s happening in the
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that
you need to know!

Lisa Suarez, President
Allen Johnson, Vice-President
Gene Cizek, Past President
Ma Del Vecchio, Recording Secretary
Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary

It’s Easy!

Troy Gant, Treasurer

To sign up email secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
we’ll put you on the list.

Jeﬀ Bromberger
Simone Cifuentes

Don’t Like it?

Mark Malouse

You can cancel at any me.

Committees

NOTE: You may need to change
your email seƫngs to allow
news@faubourgmarigny.org
as an approved sender or add
it to your contact list.

Adver sing: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsle er: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Caroling
Community Outreach
Crime Preven on
Development
Frenchmen
Fundraising

Educa on
Home Tour
Hospitality
Membership
Neighborhood
Special Projects

Volunteer
Walking Tour
Washington
Square Park
Web Site
Zoning

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Did you ever
wonder who these people are?
Find out at the next Meet your Neighbors!

Arts Estuary 1024 is a multi-tenant arts facility managed by
the National Performance Network. It is located at 1024
Elysian Fields Ave. in a renovated beautifully historic
building. The facility is available for rent including:

And if you have a favorite place in the neighborhood
that you think would be interested in hos ng an
upcoming event, let us know by emailing
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

Long Term Parking
Meeting Rooms
Nonprofit Office Space
For more information, contact us at
www.npnweb.org/artsestuary1024, facility@npnweb.org or
call 504-595-8008.

September 2016
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Meet the Candidates
We have an excellent choice of candidiates vying to fill vacant slots on the Board this year.

Mark Malouse

Lisa Suarez

I got my start in the St Claude
neighborhood, living in my
birth home un l 21. A ended
St Vincent de Paul elementary
school, Holy Cross high school,
and Xavier University College
of Pharmacy. Bought my home
in Marigny in 1989. Wife
Julie (former board member),
children Caroline and Robert.
Previously served on the board
2012-2014 between Army
Reserve mobiliza ons to Camp
Shelby, MS, and Fort Polk, LA. Currently finishing a term
on the board as a replacement appointment.

FMIA has been sustained by
passionate neighbors for 45
years. Having been a member
since 1996, and president
three mes, I s ll find making
contribu ons of me towards
strengthening our community
a worthwhile endeavor. I would
very much like to concentrate
this coming year on growing
our membership, and finding
greater par cipa on from
members who may not be able
to join the board, but can take some joy in building social
capital, and being on a commi ee.

Joel Ross
Joel Ross is a licensed Architect
and Senior Project Manager
at Concordia - Community
Centered Planning and
Design. He has been prac cing
Architecture in New Orleans
since gradua ng from Tulane
University in 2006, and
has made a professional
commitment for robust
community engagement in all of
his projects.
A er Katrina, Joel was a
founding member of the New Orleans Young Urban
Rebuilding Professionals and believes this mission is
important in Faubourg Marigny today, not just to young
people, but to all residents
He is ac ve in the Urban Land Ins tute which keeps
him abreast of the poten al and planned real estate
development projects in the Marigny and around the City.
He has helped design several projects that are well known,
including St. Roch Market, & Circle Food Store. Currently,
he is working on a new Police Sta on for the 2nd District
NOPD.
Joel will be an asset to the FMIA because of his willingness
to contribute his me and progressive ideas, work ethic,
longstanding local rela onships, and overall passion for
Marigny and the City of New Orleans.

8

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on

September 2016

GroundWork New Orleans
Founded in New Orleans in 2006, Execu ve Director
Alicia Neal leads her team of students and recent
graduates through a variety of projects that include a
green infrastructure demonstra on site in the Lower
9th Ward neighborhood. The Lower 9th Ward Earth Lab
will feature a green roof, bioswale, pervious pavement,
flow-through planters, and rain barrels, as well as cypress
trees and other na ve plants, (with funding from the New
Orleans Sewerage and Water Board,) eight rain gardens
on Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard, “The Green Slice” an
interdisciplinary research project in the Lower Nine, Space
at The Healing Center in Faubourg Marigny, with examples
of their work, Workshops such as “Your Water, Your
Health” Learn and Play Series, and smaller projects like the
one in Marigny, a garden, landscaping the triangle with
one of our Historical Markers on Franklin Avenue at North
Rampart.

all the way from The Healing Center at North Rampart and
St. Roch. The result is fantas c!
At the General mee ng of August 15, 2016, most of the
Team came for pizza and cold drinks, a li le FMIA reward,
and told us about their experience developing the li le
garden, and selec ng the plants that would be sustainable
in that space.
The Program Coordinator on the project was Marcus
Murrell, the program assistant, Jeremiah Roy, and Intern,
Jamal Preston. Green team Leaders: Iman Neal and
Giovanni Williams. Green Team students: (first names
because they are minors) Walter, Daniel, Nakhy, Shelby,
Ryan, Iyana, Daija, Dijon, and Alex.
From the Groundwork USA website:

Equitable Communities,
Equitable Development

“Everyone deserves a green, healthy, and resilient
neighborhood environment. Development processes
reach that goal through inclusion, meaningful
community engagement, and collabora on.

For more than a year Groundwork New Orleans has been
present in Marigny making reality of all the lo y ideals
espoused on the Groundwork USA website, a network in
23 ci es supported by the Na onal Park Service Rivers,
Trails, and Conserva on Assistance Program, The EPA
Brownfields Program & US EPA, Oﬃce of Water, the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, Center for Community Progress,
River Network, The Ford Founda on, The JPB Founda on,
Surdna Founda on, The Na onal Park Founda on, and the
Na onal Fish and Wildlife Founda on.
The Marigny project really was a learning experience, as
the ini al phase included pu ng cardboard down as a
founda on for the mulch before the plan ngs, which blew
away in a windstorm! The students had to inves gate other
methods of keeping a balance of mulch and plan ngs
that would strongly anchor to the ground, as well as find
addi onal sources of water, as they were carrying buckets
September 2016

The mission of the Groundwork USA network is to bring
about the sustained regenera on, improvement, and
management of the physical environment by developing
community-based partnerships that empower
people, businesses, and organiza ons to promote
environmental, economic, and social well-being.
Groundwork USA is the only network of local
organiza ons devoted to transforming the natural
and built environment of marginalized communi es
— a na onal enterprise with local roots, working at
the intersec on of the environment, equity and civic
engagement.
Groundwork USA provides a na onal model, informed
by best prac ces and research. Groundwork Trusts tailor
the approach to the unique needs of small- to mediumsized ci es, neighborhoods, and rural communi es
across the US, working hand-in-hand with local
residents, government oﬃcials, and business owners.”

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on
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Marigny Green
By Deborah Oppenheim

Vegetarian/Vegan Food in New Orleans
We have great food in New Orleans
and as proud New Orleanians, we talk
constantly about our food. It is a food
des na on for locals and people all over
the world. So, why would we think about
ea ng vegetarian or vegan food? The
food consumer is interested in diﬀerent
food choices besides meat, fowl and fish.
Chefs in New Orleans are crea ng incredible vegetarian
and vegan food that is scrump ous, amazing and delicious.
I started researching restaurants that feature vegetarian
and vegan food and thought it would be only a handful of
places to try. I was completely wrong. There are a lot of
places that feature vegetarian/vegan food in the city. Most
restaurants will have a vegetarian op on and/or can adapt
a dish for the vegetarian palate. Below is not a complete
list of vegetarian/vegan restaurants but it is a beginning.
There is no order or preference of restaurants.
• Meals from the Heart Café: 110 N. Peters St., French
Quarter, Has gluten free and vegan food and it is in
the French Market.
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• Green Goddess: 307 Exchange Pl., French Quarter, Has
vegetarian food in the French Quarter.
• Surrey’s Café & Juice Bar: 1418 Magazine Street,
Lower Garden District, Serves organic juices and
vegetarian food.
• Carmo: 527 Julia Street, Warehouse District, Has
vegetarian seafood and La n American food.
• Seed: 1330 Prytania Street, Central City, Vegetarian
and Vegan food.
• Raw Republic: 4528 Magazine Street, Everything is
non-gmo, organic fruit or nut based and no diary.
• Breads on Oak Café and Bakery: 8640 Oak Street,
Uptown, Vegan op ons
• Good Karma Café: 2940 Canal Street, Mid-City,
Vegetarian and vegan food.
• Whole Foods Markets: Broad Street, Magazine and
Veterans Blvd, Organic and vegetarian op ons.

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on
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Marigny Green continued from page 10
• City Green: 909 Poydras, Central Business District,
Organic salads and wraps made with local produce.

• Lilly’s: 1813 Magazine, Lower Garden District,
Vegetarian op ons.

• Cowbell: 8801 Oak Street, Uptown, Organic and
vegetarian op ons.

• The Pressery: 3005 Magazine, Uptown, Vegan
friendly.

• Satsuma: 3218 Dauphine Street, Bywater, Organic
juices and vegetarian op ons.

• HiVolt: 1819 Sophie Pl, Lower Garden District, Vegan
friendly American juice bar take-out.

• Shaya:4213 Magazine Street, Uptown, Mediterranean.

• August Moon: 3635 Prytania, Uptown, Vegetarian
sec on on the menu.

• The Green Fork: 1440 Prytania, lower Garden District,
Juices and smoothies.
• Liberty Kitchen: 300 Broad Street, Mid-City,
Vegetarian op ons.
• Café Abyssinia: 3511 Magazine, Ethiopian food and
vegetarian.
• Silk Road: 2483 Royal St., Marigny, Global food and
vegetarian entrees.
• Dreamy Weenies: 724 N. Rampart, Veggie/vegan
op on in the French Quarter.

• Superfood Bar: 4113 Magazine, Uptown, Vegan
organic raw American juice bar.
• Noodle and Pie: 741 Magazine Street, Uptown,
Vegetarian ramen and other veggie op ons.
• Sneaky Pickle: 4017 St. Claude, Bywater, Vegetarian
and local grown food.
• Cake Café: 2440 Chartres St, Marigny, Freshest of local
ingredients fresh juices apple and goat cheese king
cake (Mardi Gras).

• Vessel: 3835 Iberville, Mid-City, Expanded the menu
to include vegetarian op ons.
• 1000 Figs: 3141 Ponce de Leon, Mid-City,
Mediterranean.
• Singha: 828 Gravier St., CBD, Thai many vegetarian
op ons.
• Tal’s Hummus: 4800 Magazine St, Uptown,
Vegetarian.
• 13 Monaghan’s: 517 Frenchmen Street, Marigny,
Vegetarian friendly.
• Pizza Delicious: 617 Piety Street, Bywater, Vegetarian
pizzas.
• Arabella Casa Di Pasta: 2258 St. Claude, Marigny,
Gluten free and vegan op ons.
• Juan’s Flying Burrito: 2018 Magazine, Lower Garden
District, Veggie/vegan op ons are plen ful.
• Mona’s: 504 Frenchmen Street, Marigny,
Mediterranean.
• Bao and Noodle: 2700 Chartres, Marigny, Vegetarian
op ons available.
• Fare: 4838 Magazine, Uptown, American vegan gluten
and soy free op ons.
• Church Alley Coﬀee Bar: 1618 Oretha Castle Haley,
Central City, Vegan friendly American, juice.
• Bennachin: 1212 Royal Street, French Quarter, Many
dishes are vegetarian.

September 2016
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Meet the Neighbors
Next Meet the Neighbors will be at Magnolia Physical Therapy
in the Healing Center, 2372 St Claude Avenue on September 14.
July MTN
was held at Feelings Cafe on Chartres. The rain
stopped long enough for a good sized crowd to
gather in the bar and spill out into the courtyard.
They provided some great appe zers, like crab
remoulade, boudin balls and fried oysters.
Thank you Feelings!

If you have a suggestion for a future
Meet the Neighbors venue,
email us at
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

September 2016
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LEJ’s Yours Truly in a Swamp

Copyright, 2016, Leonard Earl Johnson All Rights Reserved

If You Please, Maestro, Another Turn Round the Dancefloor
By Leonard Earl Johnson - www.LEJ.org
“Yours Truly” is a blog by Leonard Earl Johnson, a member of our Katrina
Diaspora presently residing in Lafaye e and spending much me in New
Orleans. He is an FMIA member and planning to return to NOLA in the
near future. His venue is the figura ve Great Mother Swamp including
Lafaye e, New Orleans and adjacent areas. His column had been
published in Les Amis for several years and we are glad to have him back
where he belongs.

cavalry ~ or Amtrak personnel. She piped out puﬀs of
words and le ers from her hidden loca on. Loudspeakers
placed along the pla orm informed us that smoking would
result in being taken from the train and le somewhere
along the tracks.
“This means cigare es, pipes, cigars, Marijuana or crack
cocaine...” the voice droned.

Gather ye rosebuds while ye may,
Old Time is s ll a-flying;
And this same flower that smiles today
Tomorrow will be dying.

“Not the same train as my Father’s,” I said.

~ Robert Herrick (1591 - 1674)
August I turned Seventy-three and became inescapably
one with the Spirit of old men in my boyhood village of
Ullin, Illinois, as seen riding their bicycles festooned with
feathers, flags and streamers.
July 4th, L. A. Norma gave me a large American flag. Using
Mardi Gras beads we lashed Old Glory to the handlebars
of my bicycle, Feather Bike. It flu ered briefly, then fell.
Failure notwithstanding this event marked the moment I
was ushered in to full-blown geezerdom.
“One thing is sure,” Norma said, “You missed your chance
to die young and get a long obit.”
A long obit is nice, but a long life gives the special reward
of knowing how your dreams turn out while you are s ll
dreaming them.
Chuck Johnson, my dream of a Son, recently went to
Ullin, and photographed things like Porky’s,
my Father’s long abandoned nightclub on
the highway out of Town; the popula on sign
(800); and the flashing yellow cau onary light
in front of the Illinois Central Depot. I read at
that light’s dedica on before Chuck was born,
fi y-some years ago. This is where first I saw
those old men on their colorful bicycles. My
Brothers, Sister and I pi ed them their lack of
gas-guzzling with-it-ness. Now here I am one
with them.

“Of course not,” Norma snorted, her cigare e smoke
floated over the train and oﬀ on its own journey. “Your Old
Man’s train would’ve been covered with canvas and pulled
by oxen.”
Also celebrated in August, Katrina Day, the day in 2005 that
changed everything.
In conversa on a younger writer who rented Squalor
Heights, my Faubourg Marigny garret (where I watched
ships smoking round Algiers Point, a sight from which much
yarn was spun) asked, “Leave New Orleans?”
“Well, I didn’t leave all together. And besides I had been a
Merchant Sailor ~ that was the thing that first brought me
to New Orleans ~ and that meant being away a lot.”
Norma and I stepped oﬀ the train in Lafaye e, and climbed
aboard a pedicab arranged by cellphone to carry us up
Boulevard Jeﬀerson to Pamplona Tapas Bar, in me for
happy-hours of white sangria and hot-bu ered snails!
Papa never had it any be er, oui?

“If Life ain’t a big trip,” Norma asked, one day
climbing aboard Amtrak’s City of New Orleans
bound for Chicago ~ while secretly pping
a silver flask to her lips between puﬀs of
surrep ously exhaled Camel Cigare e smoke,
“what is?”
Norma’s cigare e smoke was like a movie
Indian’s smoke signals. Gallantly communica ng
over barren miles though pursued by the
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Won’t You Be My Neighbor
By Mark Malouse, FMIA Board Member

Back when I was a kid, growing up on the “wrong” side of
the tracks and St. Claude Ave, next door neighbors were
those neighbors that lived directly adjacent to my home,
one house on the le , and another on the right. Due to
the close proximity, just a ma er of feet, they had in mate
knowledge of my family’s daily ac vi es. When something
bothered them, such as what me of evening the clothes
dryer got run or the unruliness of the honeysuckle vine
growing on the chain link fence separa ng our back yards,
they let my parents know.
Now, due to the wonder of modern technology, neighbors
can be annoying from blocks away, just as much as being
physically next-door. [Spoiler alert! – not necessarily…] I
am referring to, of course, the social media website
Nextdoor.com. Admi edly, I have to cry mea culpa here.
The irony of somebody pondering whether to retain a
realtor versus sell their house by-owner, and then asking
the next day for someone who can rewire lamps is
humorous. Alas, these neighbors were not amused when
I pointed out such disparity in their skill sets. I publicly
apologize.
Some Interesting Stats
Your nine nearby neighborhoods:
• 2683 members ON ·16 members OFF
• Faubourg St Roch 191 members · 0.2 mi
away
• South 7th Ward 117 members · 0.3 mi
away
• French Quarter 311 members · 0.3 mi
away
• St. Claude 194 members · 0.4 mi away
• Bywater 571 members · 0.4 mi away
• Treme - Lafi e 255 members · 0.6 mi
away
• Mid-7th Ward Triangle 13 members · 0.6
mi away
• Whitney 16 members · 0.9 mi away
• Lower Ninth Ward 265 members · 1.9 mi
away
• Your neighborhood (766 members)
• 8 nearby neighborhoods turned on
• 1 nearby neighborhood turned oﬀ
The “Nearby neighborhoods” map from the
website would provide some visual interest.

My experience began two years
ago when I no ced a small
bulleted entry in the July 2014
NONPACC notes, published in
the August 2014 issue of Les
Amis de Marigny. Let me state
up front that, although not
a technophobe, I am not an
aficionado of social media. I
don’t Facebook, and only joined
Another reason to move.
LinkedIn upon the strenuous
recommenda on of a former
teacher, but have found it useful only in a single instance.
Fast forward to present day, and I am ed for second
place on the “Top Inviters from Marigny” list. Most of
these invitees are neighbors who were wondering how I
came by some salient informa on, usually just men oned
in passing. My understanding is, if I can climb to the top
place on the inviter list by the me the new streetcar starts
service, that dis nc on, plus $1.25, will get me a ride on it.
A er ge ng you drawn in thus far with a nega ve tone,
worthy of a professional journalist, I actually do have
high praise for the Marigny por on of Nextdoor.com.
Judging from the 20% of households represented and
766 members (most among the surrounding areas), many
of you feel the same. Recent accomplishments with my
personal involvement include:
• Assis ng in ge ng an unusually narrow electric range
slated for dona on to Restore transported a mere two
blocks to a renter in desperate need of it.
• Keeping asbestos roof les out of the landfill by
providing them to someone with an old roof that just
needed patching.
• Scoring some vintage lumber, which became shelving
in my laundry room.
• Helping a homeowner get rid of dead wiring drops
flapping from u lity poles.
• Explaining the concept of “warranty” to a neighbor
with a brand-new, but malfunc oning, central AC
system.
• Ge ng some free sugarcane.
• Finding a grateful taker for the last of my dearly
departed dad’s COPD meds.
• Star ng a discussion regarding the new gas lines and
meters currently being installed, which garnered novel
informa on in the replies.

continued on page16
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Neighbor continued from page15
In spite of my lack of experience with social media
websites, or perhaps because of it, having no
preconcep ons, there are definite ps specific to
Nextdoor.com that will help you be a be er user. A
compiled list follows, along with my specific preferences
where applicable.

Getting started
1. Be personable – Complete your personal details
on your profile. I list my exact address and a direct
email address, plus name my family members
(including the dogs), highlighted some interests,
and wrote a short statement. [Dropdown menu by
your name and avatar on top right, click on “Your
profile.”]
2. Mind the company you keep – One of the oddi es
of Nextdoor.com being a na onal en ty is that
nearby neighborhoods are determined by a radius
where distance is measured as the crow flies.
As this radius expanded over the past couple of
years, the Whitney neighborhood in Algiers is
now considered nearby to Marigny, in spite of the
Mississippi River separa ng us. Nothing against
west bankers, but I turned Whitney oﬀ in my
se ngs. [Click on “Nearby neighbors.”]
3. A handy feature that unfortunately disappeared
was the tab pair at the top of the posts that
filtered between displaying just Marigny posts
and including all of the nearby neighborhoods
you selected to accept. I ini ally just viewed the
Marigny traﬃc, but then decided that some mes
those people on the other side of the tracks and
St. Claude have important stuﬀ to say. Now you
have to use the above procedure.

Regular Operations
4. Mind the company you seek – Regardless of
any nearby neighborhoods selected, when you
start a new post, you will be prompted to select
your audience [“Choose neighbors”], which can
and probably should vary from case to case. I
recommend clicking on “Select neighborhoods” to
tailor your broadcast. For example, suppose our
local Catholic church wanted to announce an RCIA
class is forming. (Hint! Hint!) They should direct
their message to Bywater, Marigny, and St. Claude,
which best coincides with their assigned parish
boundaries.

5. Use the event func on instead of a general post –
If you know of an upcoming happening, something
with a specific place and me, click on “EVENT”
instead of using the default “MESSAGE” op on. A
template will appear to ensure that you include
all of the vital informa on, which will feature
prominently in the special pos ng. Whether you
need RSVPs or not, members can choose to say
they plan to a end.
6. Use the “edit” func on – Made a typographical
error that you didn’t no ce un l a er you posted?
Mistakes don’t have to be forever. An author
can edit his own post for up to 30 days. Click on
the “down” icon next to the “REPLY” bu on. No
need to reply to yourself with a correc on. A er
all, you have seemingly unlimited characters to
speak your piece. The reply string is for us to see
what others have to say. Edi ng is also useful if
informa on changes in the original post, or more
becomes available, and there is no impact on any
subsequent replies. Notably, replies to others’
posts can also be edited by the replying party
for 30 days. Click on “Edit” at the bo om of your
reply.
7. Use the “delete” func on – Messed up and
created duplicate posts? There’s a fix for that,
too, located under the same pull down menu as
“Edit.” Authors also have 30 days to delete posts,
including the whole string of replies, which is the
only instance I have found that gives some sway
over others’ input. With breaking news, such as
the recent train derailment, diﬀerent posters can
be typing their texts simultaneously, resul ng
in duplicate posts that can each gather replies,
crea ng mul ple threads. In such a circumstance,
I would delete my duplicate post and simply
reply to first post with any novel informa on. The
delete func on is also good for when an issue gets
resolved so quickly, with no lessons to be learned
(such as your lost dog was just hiding), you sort of
regret pos ng anything in the first place. Again,
a reply to another’s post can be deleted by the
reply’s author, which I found useful when I came
up with a be er wi y rejoinder based on a later
entry in the string.

Useful Tidbits
8. Finish what you start – OK, so you’ve posted your

continued on page17
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Neighbor continued from page16
issue, got a good variety of feedback, and achieved
resolu on. First, please let the rest of us concerned
neighbors know how everything worked out. Then,
you, as the post creator, can close the conversa on
to further replies [pull down menu] and let the
discussion fade into the archives. This maneuver
avoids irrita ng repe ons because somebody did
not bother to read all of the exis ng replies, or
perhaps even the en re original post. When that
tenant was pleading for a used, narrow electric
range, I red of seeing all the sugges ons for a
kitchen remodel or special order. Both tenant and
landlord were looking to save some coin.
9. Use cau on when talking behind somebody’s back
– You might not be! The rules of grammar dictate
against using third-person voice when the object of
your focus is part of the audience. Sean Cummings
was quick to reply and respond to complaints of
graﬃ on his warehouse buildings. On the other
hand, Marc Robert III has remained silent whenever
progress (or perceived lack) on his grocery store
comes up. I know that he is onboard because I
invited him.
10. Send private messages or email if you want to be
discreet – Also a good considera on instead of the
aforemen oned calling out. Keep in mind that if
your advice is useful only to a specific party, or you
would just rather not broadcast your message, PM
is the way to go. Judging by their complete lack
of public response, I suspect some of the area’s
resident realtors did just so with the aspiring profittakers/ersatz electricians thinking about selling
their home. [Click on desired recipients name, then
select “Private message.” Alterna vely, select “View
profile” to check if a direct email address is listed.]

11. Individual discussions can be muted – Tired of
hearing about a certain topic, which gets pushed
to the top a er each reply? You can mute it. [Pull
down menu]
12. Individual neighbors can be muted – If you feel that
a specific member is incorrigible and you don’t want
to hear anything from this person in the future, the
mute func on will hide those posts. I am unsure
if something might slip through as a response to
another’s post because I have never muted anyone.
Seeing a variety of opinions, even those with which
I disagree, if a large part of why I enjoy Nextdoor.
com. [Click on neighbor’s name, “View profile,”
then the ellipsis (…)]
13. Flag inappropriate posts, or sit back and let
someone else do it – The Nextdoor.com terms of
service are fairly intui ve. Simply being polite is
probably enough to keep you within bounds. The
only flags I have ever invoked against a neighbor
involved blatant commercial ac vity, consis ng of
long, scripted shills for products with no unique
connec ons to our area, blasted to the maximum
amount of neighborhoods possible. [Pull down
menu]
My favorite part of nextdoor.com is its passivity. You don’t
have to do anything to remain a member in good standing.
Some former members would have not go en kicked out if
they had done less! On the other hand, Facebook sounds
like a lot of work, and I know LinkedIn is, judging by all
of the prompts that I get about doing something or what
others are doing. If you set up your Nextdoor.com account
to receive regular emails, you don’t even have to visit the
site. Conversely, if you detest receiving email, opt out of
that op on and just visit the site when the mood strikes
you. [Dropdown menu by your name and avatar on top
right, click on “Se ngs.”]
Keep in mind that joining is not permanent. You can turn oﬀ
your account whenever you like. [From “Se ngs,” click on
“ACCOUNT” tab, then “Deac vate your account.”]
If you s ll are hesitant about this, contact me at
NextdoorMark@malouse.net and I will forward some email
digests for your perusal. However, if you decide to take
the plunge, visit the following URL to take advantage of a
personal invita on. It’s the modern way of saying, “Mark
sent me!” I’ll be sure to wave at you if I get that streetcar
ride.
h p://www.nextdoor.com/join
Code: PDAZUK

17

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on

September 2016

Speaking Volumes
By Sara Jacobelli, Assistant Branch Manager, Alvar Library

These rainy days are perfect days for reading. Did you
know that you can use your NOPL library card to access
numerous electronic resources? These resources include
e-books and audiobooks for kids and adults, e-magazines,
comic books, music, and streaming movies and TV shows.
Just go to our new website: h p://www.nolalibrary.org/
Select Borrow, then select e-resources, and follow the
prompts.

In the Garden Writers’ Workshop
Writers of all levels of experience and all genres are
welcome, including Poetry, Fic on and Nonfic on Prose,
and Plays. Local and visi ng authors will periodically stop
by to read their work and oﬀer advice and encouragement.
Par cipants will read their work at a public reading once or
twice a year, either at Alvar Library or at a local venue. We
will meet the second Saturday of every month from 2:003:30 pm, from September through May. The first workshop
will meet Saturday, September 10th. You may sign up at
the Circula on Desk, or just come to the first session.

Screen prin ng at the Summer Reading Program Finale Party!

Regular Programs at Alvar
Story Time and Cra : Saturdays, 10:30 am
Toddler Story Time: Tuesdays, 11:00 am
Computer Tutoring: Thursdays, 11:00 am-1:00 pm
Book Club: Third Saturday of the Month,
September 17th, 3:00-4:00 pm.

Ask a Lawyer Service
Alvar will host a lawyer to provide notary services to the
public and answer legal ques ons. 2nd Saturday of every
month. September 10th, 12:00-2:00 pm.

Continued on page 20

Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer

Since 1984
Same Location
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Speaking Volumes continued from page 19

Local Author birthday: Truman Capote
Truman Streckfus Persons was born in New Orleans on
September 30th, 1924. He later took his stepfather’s
last name, Capote. He was a childhood friend of To Kill a
Mockingbird author Harper Lee. Capote started wri ng
stories as a child, and published his first piece at age
sixteen. His debut novel, Other Voices, Other Rooms,
earned him a en on and praise in the New York literary
scene. He published numerous other works including
the novella Breakfast at Tiﬀany’s, which was made into
a movie. He pioneered the nonfic on novel form with
In Cold Blood, his intense explora on of the murders of
the Clu er family in rural Kansas. In later years
he became consumed with his own celebrity,
struggled with drug and alcohol addic on,
and angered his wealthy acquaintances when
he exposed their foibles in the tell-all tale
Answered Prayers. A natural writer, he was
described by The New York Times author Albin
Krebs as being “a novelist of style and clarity.”
Capote o en said that he was born to be a
writer. He died in 1984 in Los Angeles.

940
A friendly neighborhood bar

Quote
“Wri ng has laws of perspec ve, of light and
shade, just as pain ng does, or music. If you
are born knowing them, fine. If not, learn them.
Then rearrange the rules to suit yourself.”
Truman Capote.
References:
h p://www.biography.com/people/trumancapote-9237547
h ps://www.ny mes.com/books/97/12/28/
home/capote-obit.html
h p://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2012/12/
truman-capote-answered-prayers
h p://mentalfloss.com/ar cle/59198/10things-you-might-not-have-known-abouttruman-capote

NOPL will be closed for
Labor Day on
Monday, September 5, 2016

The management and staff of

Mags 940
would like to thank everyone
for their support in 2015!
Please join us for
Country Dancing
every Tuesday
and special events
every weekend.
Please Call 504-948-188 for schedules
Coffee Bar open Friday to Sunday 8:00 am to noon
Call 504-948-1888 to schedule your
holiday party with us, catering available
A Big Thanks to Becky Allen &
Gene Murman for wonderful shows at Mag's
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KīĞƌŝŶŐhope and providing opportunity
ĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞŵŽƐƚŝŶŶĞĞĚ͘

Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing on
ǁĞůůŶĞƐƐ͕ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐŚŽƵƐŝŶŐĂŶĚŽīĞƌŝŶŐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes: August 3, 2016
Members in a endance
Lisa Suarez, Allen Johnson, Gretchen Bomboy, Ma Del Vecchio,
Simone Cifuentes, Gene Cizek, Jeﬀ Bromberger
Big Daddy’s
Problems with late night noise con nue, o en in the early morning.
Neighbors would like to present to general membership. FMIA is
willing to help but the neighbors must drive. Lisa mo ons to make
this recommenda on at the general mee ng, seconded. Passes
unanimously.
Abandoned Swimming Pool
Resident reported abandoned swimming pool in backyard of 1121
St. Anthony St full of stagnant water and breeding mosquitos. City
has done nothing, despite Zika virus concerns. We’ll try to get the
Department of Health to respond.
The Allen Report
Allen updates on Master Plan amendments and STRs. Marigny
needs more people to show up to the CPC mee ng, not a good
turnout last me. Write le ers too, will send out in eblast.

use permit as a 9-bedroom, 2-building use. This a aches to the
property so some neighbors are concerned.
Frenchmen Fest
Jeﬀ updates on plans and melines.
Board Nomina ons & Elec ons
Two-year terms are expiring for several members and we need
nominees to fill them. Nominees must have been a member for at
least one year and supply a photo and bio.
Trash Palace, 2121 Chartres
Nothing certain on this at the moment, CPC hearing coming up
August 9.
Pagan Pride
Gretchen asked Lisa for mo on to support the Pagan Pride Fes val
and perhaps receive a sponsor dona on, seconded. Passes
unanimously.
Mee ng adjourned at 8:21 PM.

Guest speaker - Andrew Legrand, Lions Inn B&B
A orney for the Lions Inn owner. Business is two buildings and
hasn’t been licensed or legal but is seeking to apply for a condi onal
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes: August 15, 2016
7:15
Lisa Suarez opened the mee ng and welcomed guests, Nicholas
Hopkins and Katherine Cole who live near Royal and St. Ferdinand.

7:50
Vice-President Allen Johnson reviewed of Short Term Rental Victory
at City Planning.

7:20
NOPD Oﬃcer Shereese Harper was asked what neighbors of Big
Daddy’s (Royal and Franklin) could do to speed along elimina ng
con nual crowd gathering in the late night and morning hours.
“Please con nue to make complaint calls at the non-emergency
number, 821-2222. When a direct neighbor, or neighbors, are ready
to file formal charges, a record of these complaints can be used
as evidence for the City A orney to take the case to the Alcohol
Control Board. “Without this evidence, nothing can be done.
Another member wanted to talk about the Brass Band at Chartres
and Frenchmen, but there were other guests with a me constraint.

8:00
Introduc ons/ Nomina ons for new and con nuing Board
Members: Joel Ross, Mark Malouse, Lisa Suarez. There were no
nomina ons from the floor, and one more volunteer is needed to
round out the 2016-17 Board.

7:30
12 Students, and advisor Alicia Neal, of the Groundwork New
Orleans program, who landscaped the FMIA Historical Marker is
triangle at Franklin and N. Rampart, told us about their eﬀorts.
FMIA supplied pizza and cold drinks as a thank-you.
7:45
Announcements: St. Paul Lutheran Church Basement Theatre, “It
Had to Be Hue; Lily Hannigan from Project Lazarus announcing
fundraiser, “Bon Appe t.”

8:10
Judge Regina Bartholomew-Woods, currently serving in Division B
for the Orleans Parish Civil District Court, asked for our votes as
candidate for the open seat on the 4th Circuit Court of Appeal. She
was asked about her posi on on land-use issues, which she said
was popping up more frequently, but as a judge must take cases on
their individual bases for applica on of the law.
8:25
Kevin Guillory, Candidate for Orleans Parish Criminal District Court.
Members asked many ques ons, as he is currently a prosecutor
with the District A orney’s oﬃce, in charge of and supervising
capital cases.
8:40
Mo on to Adjourn.

Join the FMIA!
JOINTHEFMIAMEMBERSHIPSTATUS:
New  Renewal
RESIDENTMEMBERSHIPS:
Individual:$15.00

Household(2votes):$20.00


SeniorIndividual:$5.00 SeniorHousehold(2votes):$10.00



 Name#1____________________________Phone:______________EͲmail:______________________
Name#2____________________________Phone:______________EͲmail:______________________
PropertyinMarignyAddress______________________________________________ZIP____________
Homeowner:yesnoLandlordName:______________________________________________
Address:__________________________City:________________________State:____ZIP_____________
Phone:____________________________EͲMAIL:___________________________________________
  ____________________________________________ OR____________________________________

NONͲRESIDENTPROPERTYOWNER:OneIndividualwithvotingprivilege$15.00
NameofVOTINGPropertyOwner:_______________________________
PropertyinMarignyAddress___________________________________________ZIP_______________
MailingAddress______________________________________State___________ZIP_______________
Phone:_____________________________EͲMAIL:__________________________________________
 __________________________________________OR________________________________________ 
NON–RESIDENTBUSINESSOWNER:OneIndividualwithvotingprivilege,$25.00
Name:___________________________________
NameofBusiness:____________________________________________________________________
PropertyinMarignyAddress___________________________________________ZIP_______________
MailingAddress______________________________________State___________ZIP_______________
Phone_______________________EͲMAIL_________________________________________________
NewsletterbyU.S.MailNewsletterbyEͲMailWillingtovolunteerReceiveweeklyEblast
MakecheckspayabletoFMIAandmailto2401BurgundyStreet,Box10NewOrleans,LA70117
September 2016

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on

23

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on
2401 Burgundy Street Box 10
New Orleans, LA 70117
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Meet the Neighbors: September 14
General Meeting: September19
Find us at
facebook.com/theFMIA
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