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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

History of the Riverfront Overlay, part 1.
By Lisa Suarez, President FMIA

FMIA is about to go to court to fight for our rights as
residents and business owners in our beau ful Historic
District. By the me you read this, we will know a
li le more about how much harder this fight could be.
Hopefully, the Court will give us the fair shake we have so
far been denied.
The purpose of this explora on is to point out all the mes
Marigny, and the lower riverfront, have been ignored in
terms of incorpora ng residents’ wishes for development
in our Historic Districts. Most people feel we have been
tricked, lied to and cheated out of the meaningful
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engagement we were promised by New Orleans’ Home
Rule Charter and our Master Plan.
When I gave myself this assignment, I thought a li le
googling would give us a good sketch of how the process
has gone awry for our community over the past morethan-ten-years. No such luck. Besides the books, press, and
plans the city kept handing or not handing us, one of the
best methods for digging out the history of this terrible
land use plan, was looking at our own records in Les Amis
de Marigny, our monthly newsle er.
What you will see comes from those combina ons of
sources, but mostly this is a litany of mee ngs and

presenta ons a ended by our own members and
volunteers. How can we thank those who stayed on top of
these events? We can’t. We can only carry on to see if we
can con nue to protect our Historic District from those who
would plunder, as opposed to hold dear.
What I oﬀer in Part 1 is an expanded me line, through
the summer of 2009, so far, underlining sentences of
our specific concern. You’ll see many entries of General

Riverfront Overlay continues on page 3

Happ’ns in the ‘hood

Commercial Advertising
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2501 St. Claude
Infinity Fuel LLC wants to demolish the vacant building
located at 2501 St. Claude. Infinity Fuel LLC has also
proposed new construc on of a commercial building,
but new construc on is prohibited there as per HDLC
ordinance. HDLC board members have deferred the
hearing on this ma er, a new date has yet to be
determined.

St’s Peter and Paul
Eﬀorts to convert St’s. Peter and Paul Church into a
bou que hotel con nue. The owners are s ll working
through the city permi ng process, an undertaking not
unlike the 12 labors of Hercules.

FMIA
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$28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)
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$90
$45
$30
$18
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$48
$33
$21
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Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, f or pdf format.

Robért’s Market
The owners of the Robért’s Market at St. Claude and
Elysian Fields believe they are s ll 12 - 15 months away
from opening. Like St’s Peter and Paul they are dealing
with the city on numerous issues. Please see Hercules
reference above.

Get Well Soon

All adver sing must be received by the 15th of each month for
publica on in the next month’s issue. For informa on regarding
adver sing, contact the business manager at ads@faubourgmarigny.org.

Classifieds Now Available
The newsle er is now accep ng classified ads. Personals, however,
are not being accepted. Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classified
Rates: $5.00 per each 25 words.

About the Newsletter

Our hear elt wishes for a speedy recovery go out to Carol
Gnaidy and Marshall Greis. While bicycling, Carol’s wheel
got caught in a streetcar track causing her to tumble.
Marshall was struck by a truck while riding his scooter
home from work. Both Carol and Marshall are FMIA
members and former Board members. Now let’s all be
careful out on these mean streets!

Les Amis de Marigny is the newsle er of the Faubourg Marigny
Improvement Associa on, a 501(c) non-profit, all-volunteer organiza on
commi ed to the preserva on of the unique architectural and cultural
heritage of our historic district, and to improving the quality of life in
our diverse community.

Megabus

Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint
any of the newsle er, including photographs and original artwork, must
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.

The eﬀort to have the Mega Bus move their bus stop to the
more appropriate Union Passenger Terminal con nues.
“According to Eric Granderson, Director, Local Government
Aﬀairs, Oﬃce of The Mayor:
August 26, 8:17 am: “It appears they are on track
to commence their opera ons at UPT on
September 1st.”
August 26, 2:18 pm: “This a ernoon, Megabus
provided no ce that their UPT opera onal date
will be September 9th.”
Here we go again with the delays?
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Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect
the oﬃcial views of the FMIA, its Board or its members. The FMIA does
not warrant the legality of any business adver sed in its newsle er.

Manuscripts, photographs and ar cles dealing with topics of interest
to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor reserves the
right to reject submissions including editorial and adver sing content.
Submissions must be received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in
the next month’s issue. Send contribu ons to:
FMIA Newsle er
2401 Burgundy St., Box 10
NOLA 70117
or editor@faubourgmarigny.org.
The newsle er is published each month except August and January.
Back issues are available online at www.faubourgmarigny.org.
Design & Layout by GK Produc ons, Inc.
Prin ng by Safeguard Business Systems
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Riverfront Overlay from page 1
Mee ng and Board Mee ng minutes that are by necessity
published a month or two later. Here they are lined up
chronologically. I’ve included the internet links with
each entry, rather than lis ng them at the end, so factcheckers can have an easier me finding mistakes. It’s 36
pages, printed out, so go to www.faubourgmarigny.org/
riverfrontoverlay to finish this sec on. Sit back, relax, and
I’ll tell you the tale, to be con nued next month.
Also included are a few men ons of Katrina recovery
highlights, parallel fights, e.g. The Chicken Freezing Plant,
later the Size Ma ers campaign over 501 Elysian Fields,
and the Master Plan process which is a large part of our
fight now. We have been told that goals, as stated in the
Master Plan, may not actually be lawful, and this is what
part of the fight is about.

Master Plan Excerpts from Vol-1Executive-Summary.pdf pages 37-47
h p://www.nola.gov/city-planning/master-plan/

The Land Use Plan and the “Force of Law”
The Land Use Plan is the founda on on which the City
will implement the “force of law” provisions of the 2008
amendment to the City Charter:
All land use ac ons must be consistent with, or at a
minimum, not interfere with, the goals, policies and
strategies of the Land Use element of the Master Plan and
any future amendments to the Master Plan. This includes
the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and any other land
development regula ons and amendments, including
preliminary or final approval of a subdivision plan, site
plan, approval of a planned unit development, or a similar
site-specific development plan...
Strategy:
Preserve the overall character of exis ng residen al areas.
Ac ons:
1. Create an eﬃcient residen al land use pa ern that
addresses the loca on and intensity of residen al
development while ensuring housing aﬀordability
and choice.
2. Integrate development standards into district
regula ons that preserve established building
character in terms of scale, massing, and
placement.
3. Ensure that new housing built within established
neighborhoods is compa ble with the scale and
character of exis ng development.
4. Ensure that mul family housing is sensi ve to
September 2015

neighborhood context.
5. Respect the scale and massing of buildings in
historic areas and other areas where exis ng scale
should be preserved.
6. Coordinate zoning districts with local historic
designa ons in order to eliminate conflicts and
inconsistencies.
If we are subjected to out-of-scale development on our
riverfront, as well as in the body of our neighborhoods, all
of these preceding statements are lies, specific to Historic
Districts. Beyond stealing our historic integrity, profit for a
few developers does not help our city or ci zens who will
never aﬀord the “sweeping Mississippi views.”
I believe the Execu ve Director of the City Planning
Commission, lawyer Robert Rivers, was hired to find all
the “legal” cracks in the system to relieve us of real ci zen
engagement, and support Nagin-era appointee Sean
Cummings in his never-ending quest to skim the cream oﬀ
our investments in our Historic Districts. I admit, I cannot
prove this as fact, just as I cannot prove the Master Plan
statements are legal. We have put our faith in the Court
system because we believe this is the only place to get fair
treatment, as our City Government has failed us.

In Mayor Landrieu’s ribbon-cu ng speech at the opening
of the Marigny end of Crescent Park, he likened the
“accomplishment” to an event 50 years in the making. He
could have assigned an even longer me, if he was ci ng
a “New Orleans Planning Timeline,” from a think tank in
Cambridge, Massachuse s.
h p://www.lincolninst.edu/
subcenters/visual-tools-for-planners/source.asp?17

The list includes every major hurricane since 1947
(unnamed), then Betsy, Camille, the opening of “MRGO,”
and the 1970 update of New Orleans’ comprehensive
zoning ordinance.
A er the Riverfront Expressway was defeated in the Six es,
and 1984 World’s Fair forged Woldenberg Park, Riverwalk
Mall and the Conven on Center, the Port started looking
around for more economic development opportuni es.
The 1999 Land Use Plan calls for increased green space and
recrea onal opportuni es along the riverfront.

Riverfront Overlay continues on page 4
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Riverfront Overlay from page 3
The 2001 the New Century New Orleans Master Plan
recommends the development of a linear park on the
riverfront.
Oct. 2002: Arts & Culture, Tourism Management, Historic
Preserva on, and Economic Development elements of
Master Plan completed.
According to the appendix sec on of Riverfront Vision
2005, here’s what happened next:
h p://www.nolaplans.com/plans/Other%20Plans/
Riverfront%20Vision%20Document%20-%20Appendix.pdf

On April 16, 2003, The Port of New Orleans Commissioners
voted unanimously to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the Trust for Public Land (TPL.)
“The Port of New Orleans wants to maximize the
riverfront’s tremendous poten al as an engine for
economic growth and community development,” said Gary
LaGrange, Execu ve Director for the port.
“Signing of the MOU is the first step in crea ng the park,”
Larry Schmidt of TPL noted. “The components of the park
will be determined through a public process,” he said.
On May 15, 2003, Not to be outdone, the Riverfront
Overlay began in earnest when the City Council, one that
was actually for quality of life for ci zens, and not just the
tourist buck, made a resolu on turning the process over to
City Planning which begat Riverfront Vision 2005.
Resolu on R-03-281, included these features:
There exists the need for policy guidance for the
establishment of new land uses, including residen al,
commercial, recrea onal, park and other public open
spaces; and
Though ul development of the riverfront will enhance
the economic growth of New Orleans as well as s mulate
investment and community development in adjacent
neighborhoods; and
The ci zens of New Orleans should have an opportunity to
par cipate in the decision-making process for the future
of our city’s most valuable riverfront natural resource and
source of economic and cultural life; and
The City Planning Commission is the City en ty charged
with the responsibility for preparing the City’s Master Plan
and to do so in conjunc on with open and coopera ve City
and public eﬀorts; now therefore
“BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW
ORLEANS, that the City Planning Commission pursue
a vision and implementa on strategy for New Orleans
riverfront and con nue to serve as the coordina ng
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and managing en ty for riverfront development, and to
conduct this public process to produce a Riverfront Vision
2005.”

January 17-24, 2004 - Anecdotal report: As 2003-04
President of FMIA, I a ended the Riverfront Charre e, (cosponsored with the New Orleans Chapter of the American
Ins tute of Architects, and the Port of New Orleans)
There are no records retained via Google., AIA probably
has some, but most of the informa on was folded into
Riverfront Vision 2005.
There was a ton of previous literature/studies on display
tables at the Port building showing what had been
done previously, (The 1999 Land Use Plan, The 2001 the
Master Plan, etc.) so experts could take in previous work
product and fold those ideas into the mix. It’s important to
remember that both Paul Cramer and Sean Cummings were
present for this mee ng. The Port and AIA con nued to
work for months, pu ng together a basis for City Planning
February 22, 2005, Le er from a Bywater resident to Paul
Cramer at City Planning:
“This plan was designed and developed by architects,
realtors, real estate developers, and urban planners. Public
input, which was not solicited un l last summer [2004], is
invisible in the final plan, which is indis nguishable from
the original plan I reviewed at the riverfront charre e.
There are so many ci zens who don’t even know about
these changes? Publicity has been minimal. I urge you to
revise the plan to incorporate less intensive development
and more open space, and to delay passage of the plan
un l further public input can be solicited and received.”
Note: August, 2015: S ll with City Planning currently, in 2013 Paul
Cramer purchased 3200 Chartres, in the footprint of the Overlay for
$149,000.00. The State Ethics Board gave him a pass to con nue
working on the Zoning Ordinance, but not the Overlay. On August 5,
2015 he sold the property for $1,350,000.00. Quite an accomplishment
in two years.

To read the complete article go to:
www.FaubourgMarigny.org/
riverfrontoverlay
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Calendar of Events
September 2015
Board Mee ng
September 2, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy St.
Meet the Neighbors
September 9, 6 – 8 pm (note me change)
French Market —
Bellegarde Bakery at Con nental Provisions
General Mee ng
September 21, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Mee ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

October 2015
Board Mee ng
October 7, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy St.
Meet the Neighbors
October 14, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Venue TBD
General Mee ng
October 19, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Mee ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

NONPAC MEETINGS
5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 3900 N. Claiborne
8th District — 4th Tuesday
6 pm, loca on varies between 334 Royal
and the Healing Center

Arts Estuary 1024 is a multi-tenant arts facility managed by
the National Performance Network. It is located at 1024
Elysian Fields Ave. in a renovated beautifully historic
building. The facility is available for rent including:

Long Term Parking

If you have an event for the calendar
please send it to John Gutekunst at
editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Meeting Rooms

FMIA Dues

Nonprofit Office Space
For more information, contact us at
www.npnweb.org/artsestuary1024, facility@npnweb.org or
call 504-595-8008.

September 2015

Not sure when your FMIA dues were paid? The date
you paid is conveniently located on the mailing label
of your newsle er. Just one more service from your
friendly neighborhood neighborhood associa on.
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St. Paul Lutheran Celebrates “Faith” for 175 Years!
St. Paul Lutheran at 2624 Burgundy Street con nues to
celebrate its 175th anniversary – Love Alive@175! On
August 2nd a grand reunion service brought together
past confirmands, members, and friends to worship and
celebrate FAITH through the ages. Rev. Tom Rogers, a
former vicar at St. Paul led the service. He reminded all in
a endance the importance of having faith in God’s plan for
you and living that faith in your everyday life. The service
was led by Pastor Kevin Kieschnick and was enhanced by the
beau ful fes ve music by the congrega on’s musicians and
choir. Following the service a “roll call” ensued honoring
confirma on classes in a endance. Special recogni on was
given to those who were confirmed in classes 1933-1938
and classes 1962-1965.
A special luncheon followed in the basement with lots of
laughter and cha er as people reunited with friends from
long ago. A beau ful collec on of archived photographs,
documents, and memorabilia da ng back to the 1840’s was
displayed along the walls for everyone’s perusal. And of
course good ole N’awlins food and drink were served with
the addi on of a food truck near the beau fully tented and
decorated courtyard.
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St. Paul’s fourth and
final 175th celebratory
event will be on
Saturday, November 7
and Sunday, November
8th. The focus will be
CELEBRATING ARTS
AND COMMUNITY!
This event will focus
on the home grown
music and art within our
community as well as
the wonderful gi s St.
Paul gives and receives
at its original loca on.
Look for more info on
this special weekend
event at stpaulmarigny.org as well as adver sement that
will be posted around the neighborhood!
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Traditional Scouting for Everyone
Now Enrolling

Letter to the FMIA

The New Orleans 39th Cypress Group of the BadenPowell Service Associa on (BPSA) currently has
open enrollment for youth and adult leaders.

The FMIA Newsle er quoted me without including the
full context of my tes mony to the City Council at the CZO
hearing. First, it is Kabacoﬀ, not Kabakoﬀ. No biggie. My
recollec on of my public comments were:

The BPSA is a na onal non-profit that prac ces
tradi onal scou ng focusing on character, fitness,
skills, and volunteering in the outdoors in a modern
all-inclusive co-ed manner. We are an independent
scou ng organiza on whose member ages are five
and up to include an adult sec on. Please email
39thcypress@gmail.com or look at our website at
h p://nolascout.weebly.com/ to learn more.

Madam Secretary:

“If you are going to s ck to 50’ it really should be 55’ (given
floor to ceiling heights, 50’ v. 55’ causes the loss of an en re
floor). Even at 55’, a residen al rental project returns only
4% far below returns required to a ract financing. So 75’
is necessary to encourage development.” I also stated, “I
am sympathe c with concerns expressed by some of the
neighbors for crea ng a wall of high rises along Chartres
and the riverfront as has been done in Miami, Atlan c City,
Montevideo, Rio and other ci es worldwide. There, building
are 150’ and higher. 75’ does not create this wall eﬀect
and has always been the permi ed height in this area as
evidenced by the historic buildings standing there today.”
The project at Esplanade is apples and oranges. Esplanade
zoning to my knowledge was never 75’ and HRI’s Aloysius
development benefited by aﬀordable housing subsidies, not
available for the contemplated development on Chartres.
Please print my comment in en rety.
Thanks,
Pres

September 2015
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ALL PHASES OF CONSTRUCTION

Quality work by Qualified people

FENCING
PLUMBING

ROOF REPAIRS
FLOORING

PAINTING

IRONWORK
ELECTRICAL

RENOVATIONS
DRYWALL

SIDING
STRUCTURAL REPAIRS
CLEANING SERVICES

504.287.3394
“Local People Serving Local Needs”

Meet the Neighbors

Board Members
Lisa Suarez, President
Allen Johnson, Vice-President

September: French Market

Gene Cizek, Past President

We’ll join Bellegarde Bakery at Con nental Provisions
where they make pizza from 6 to 8 p.m on September 9.
The principals of Bellegarde Bakery, Graison Gill and Leslie
Ellis live in Marigny, and we also just happened to have
been looking for more ways to promote the Wednesday
Farmer’s Market at the French Market. We’re hoping to
have the farmers from the Wednesday Farmer’s Market
stay a li le later. Please note me change.
If you have a sugges on for a future Meet the Neighbors
venue, email us at secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

Ma Del Vecchio, Recording Secretary
Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary
Jeﬀ Bromberger
Bob Cohn
Carolyn Sinclair
Miles Swanson

Committees
Adver sing: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org

Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer

Since 1984
Same Location

5229 St. Claude Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70117

Newsle er: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Caroling
Community Outreach
Crime Preven on
Development
Frenchmen
Fundraising

Educa on
Home Tour
Hospitality
Membership
Neighborhood
Special Projects

Volunteer
Walking Tour
Washington
Square Park
Web Site
Zoning

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Do You Receive
Our Weekly E-Blast?
FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with
important news about what’s happening in the
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that
you need to know! To sign up for this service, email
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your email
se ngs to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org as an
approved sender or add it to your contact list.

Did you ever
wonder who these people are?
Find out at the next Meet your Neighbors!
And if you have a favorite place in the neighborhood
that you think would be interested in hos ng an
upcoming event, let us know by emailing
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

September 2015
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Vote at the Next
General Meeting

Voting Verification Policy:
In accordance with the Bylaws of the Associa on, there are two
type of members, vo ng and nonvo ng. To be eligible to vote a
member must have paid their dues 30 days before the vote and
either live within the boundaries of the neighborhood or have a
business within the boundaries of the neighborhood. To verify
the domicile of a vo ng member the following policy has been
created.

Vo ng for members of the FMIA Board of
Directors will take place at the next General
Mee ng on September 21. Please see the
Vo ng Verifica on Policy at right to make
sure you are eligible to vote.
Along with the four candidates for board
posi ons listed in last month’s newsle er
(Jeﬀ Bromberger, Troy Gant, Allen Johnson

Members must verify their domicile at each vote. This may be
done by producing the following documents. (Note: The name
on the iden fica on must match the name in FMIA membership
records.)

and Carolyn Sinclair), there is one more
candidate nominated from the floor at the
last General Meeting:

Business:

Simone Cifuentes
Simone Cifuentes
came to New Orleans
to volunteer a er
Katrina. A er falling
in love with the city,
she decided to make
this city her home and
bought her home in
the Marigny almost
ten years ago. She is
the proud owner of a neighborhood favorite,
the paddle bench in Mandeville St. She
is the mother of two Louisiana hounds. A
commi ed resident and almost con nuous
member, Ms. Cifuentes hopes to bring a new
voice and diﬀerent perspec ve to the board
of FMIA.

Remember, if you don’t vote,
you can’t
complain
protest
criticize
grumble
whine
carp
nit-pick
nitpick
nag
moan
murmur
object
or knock.*

1. The current year’s occupa on license for the business
AND
2. If the license is issued in the name of a business or
corpora on (including LLC’s), a document verifying that the
person is authorized to represent the business (organizing
documents, Secretary of State’s Annual Report, le er from
oﬃcer of the company)
AND
3. A document verifying the Person’s Iden ty: a valid,
government issued ID (driver’s license, passport, military ID,
State issued ID)

Organizations:
1. A copy of the current year’s Secretary of State’s Annual
Report
AND
2. A document verifying the Person’s Iden ty : a valid,
government issued ID (driver’s license, passport, military ID,
State issued ID)

Individuals:
1. A document verifying the Person’s Iden ty: a valid,
government issued ID with the Faubourg Marigny property
address (driver’s license, military ID, State Issued ID)
OR
2. A document verifying the Person’s Iden ty: a valid,
government issued ID (driver’s license, passport, military ID,
State issued ID)
AND
3. A document verifying the person’s Address (must contain
the person’s name and Faubourg Marigny address). Shall
include but is not limited to the following illustra ve list:
A service bill (water, electricity/gas, telephone, internet,
television), Voter Registra on Card, W2, bank statement.
Any ques on of vo ng rights will be determined by the Board of
Directors as prescribed in Sec on 1.B.1 of the Bylaws.

*Special thanks to MS Word’s thesaurus feature.
September 2015
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Marigny Green National Prescription Drug Take-Back
By Deborah Oppenheim

The 10th Na onal Prescrip on Drug Take-Back event will
take place on September 26th from 10 am ll 2 pm at
various collec ons sites in New Orleans. This event is
sponsored by the DEA (yes, I know) but the event is vital
for our public safety and health issues. Sta s cs show
that prescrip on drugs that
are unwanted, not used or
expired are highly suscep ble
to diversion, misuse and abuse.
Prescrip on drugs traﬃcking
and abuse is the na on’s fastest
growing drug problem that has
and will destroy countless lives.
There are proper ways of
disposing unused medicine and
it is not by flushing them down
the toilet. Wastewater treatment
facili es are not equipped to
“filter out” these prescrip ve
drugs. Throwing prescrip on
drugs in the trash can get into

the wrong hands, does not protect
people and our environment.
The Na onal Prescrip on Drug
Take-Back ini ate will dispose all
the unwanted medicine in a safe,
convenient and responsible means.
Some of the collec ons sites that have announced are at
the following loca ons:
Castellon Pharmacy, 8232 Oak Street
Majoria Drug, 1805 Metairie Road
Various CVS (as of this date not sure which ones)
Please kept medicines in the given prescrip on bo le with
the label. Your name and any iden fica on will be erased.
A er September 1st, check with your local pharmacy and/
or go to www.dea.gov to locate a site convenient to you.

Memorial Ghost Bike
at Chartres and Elysian Fields.
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32nd Annual Kelly Marrione National Night Out Against Crime
The 2015 Na onal Night Out Against Crime is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 14, 2015. The Kick-Oﬀ Party will be
held at the St. Roch Playground, 1800 St. Roch, at 5:30 pm7:30 pm. Mayor Mitch Landrieu, Superintendent Michael
S. Harrison, elected oﬃcials, police oﬃcers, friends of the
City, special guests, and ci zens will be present at the KickOﬀ Party, to par cipate in the celebra on. We’ll also have
special performances and presenta ons. If you are not
celebra ng with a group or would like to represent your
group at the Kick-Oﬀ Party, please come join us.
Superintendent Harrison encourages all neighbors,
businesses and friends to par cipate in the 2015 Na onal
Night Out Against Crime to make this year’s event a grand
aﬀair.
If you plan to host your own party, please have a
representa ve call or email Oﬃcers:
Victoria Guidry at vsguidry@nola.gov
Larry Dace at ldace@nola.gov
Sgt. Roderick B. Franklin,Sr. at rbfranklin@nola.gov

September 2015

The number to the 5th District Sta on is (504) 6586050 to register with the 5th District or you can use the
numbers on the registra on form to register with the
Crime Preven on Oﬃce. It’s important that you register so
Commander Christopher Goodly and elected oﬃcials know
where to find you and your group to help celebrate the
32nd Annual “Kelly Marrione Na onal Night Out Against
Crime” event.

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church Food Pantry
We are looking for donations of food for St. Anna’s Food Pantry.
Donations are distributed to those in need on a monthly basis.
Canned fruit & vegetables, peanut butter, small bags of rice are
just a few suggested items. A convenient drop off point is at the
address noted below.

The Friendly Bar
2301 Chartres
Contact: Don Dubay 504-458-0510

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa on
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Progress on the Rampart
Streetcar Line
While commuters who use rampart Street have had to
endure lane closings, torn up street surfaces and other
delays, homeowners and businesses on or adjacent to the
work have also had to deal with parking problems, delivery
access restric ons, and a whole lot of dust and dirt and
noise.
The RTA held a mee ng at Second Vine wine on Tuesday
August 25 to address concerns about the ongoing work.
They reported that the concentra on has been on the
“Half Grand Union,” which is the piece of track
that connects the new streetcar line to the exis ng
tracks. That has been completed, with crews
working extended shi s for a month to get it
done as quickly as possible. As a result they were
exhausted and needed me oﬀ to recuperate,
but now they will resume work on the sec on
between Elysian Fields and Esplanade.
They should be able to complete this sec on
by early September, and will be slowly opening
parking along this stretch of Rampart. While there
will s ll be minor “punch list” tasks to finish, the
dust and noise should be gone.
Next on the schedule is the sec on that will cross
Esplanade Avenue. The goal is to do this work
without closing the intersec on completely.
Anyone who has ever driven through that
intersec on will have no ced a hump in the road.
According to the RTA representa ves that usually
means there is a canal present, but in this case
there is no record of such a canal, so they are
unsure what they’ll find.

JG
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News from Alvar Library
By Adele Marrs, Assistant Manager, Alvar Branch, New Orleans Public Library

Hello, all, and thank you for a wonderful summer. We had
so much fun at our Summer Reading Program finale party
on August 1st, for which we organized a flea market full of
goodies made by neighborhood kids and teens. We sold
incredible drawings, hand-painted flower pots, duct tape
wallets and all sorts of other treats. We also got to give
away many free books to SRP par cipants and a beau ful
bicycle to one lucky reader! As the school year begins, we

by local ar sts, and even bands! At the end of this
month, we will be hos ng an evening reading by several
local zine authors. Please stop by or check our website
for more informa on. On a final note, we look forward
to beginning an adult book club to be held this fall. If
interested, please let us know at the circula on and we
will keep you informed of the start date and readings. We
look forward to seeing you soon!

G

Productions Inc
Graphic Design
Newsletters / Brochures / Rack Cards
Manuals / Directories
PowerPoint Presentations
Logo Design
Postcards / Flyers
CD / DVD Labels and Sleeves
Website Design / Maintenance
E-Mail Blasts / Direct Mail

will begin to oﬀer homework help to young people and
other engaging ac vi es for people of all ages.
We would first like to tell you about our new math
club, Crazy 8s! Crazy 8s will be held during our regularly
scheduled Saturday morning story me, at 10:30 am,
for eight weeks, from September 5th un l October
24th. During math club, you’ll read books, build stuﬀ,
run and jump, make music, and make a mess! You’ll get
to do mischief-making ac vi es like Glow-in-the-Dark
Geometry, Bouncy Dice and Toilet
Paper Olympics, and you’ll get to take
home some cool gadgets, too. We
invite par cipants ages K-2nd Grade to
join this club. Addi onally, throughout
the school year, we will be oﬀering
homework help to students of all ages
on an as-needed basis.

Office Administration
Project Management
Database / Excel
Computer File Organization
QuickBooks
Templates for Labels, Letterhead, Forms, Mail Merges
General Office Administration

www.GKProductions.com
John Gutekunst
504-371-5906
MRKQ#JNSURGXFWLRQVFRP

Katherine Kuroczko
610-212-5110
NDWKHULQH#JNSURGXFWLRQVFRP

We get it done!

Addi onal programming at Alvar
includes weekly computer tutoring,
which is held each Thursday from
11 am un l 1 pm, and our monthly
zine club. In fact, we are celebra ng
the one-year anniversary of our zine
collec on and club this month. Our
collec on has expanded greatly over
the last year and we’ve had incredible
related programming. We’ve hosted
zine readings by youth, comic readings
September 2015
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes:
June 3, 2015
Members in a endance
Lisa Suarez, Allen Johnson, Gretchen Bomboy, Ma
Carolyn Sinclair, Gene Cizek

Del Vecchio,

Big Daddy’s
Guest speaker Lorelei Cropley speaks about noise issues which had
begun w/ disco par es. Gu erpunks hang out there now, peaks 2-4
am, began before smoking ban.
1818 Burgundy
Trahan Architects presents new design for the property.
CZO Lawsuit
Discussion on moving forward with lawsuit against city regarding
improper CZO process, public feedback, etc. Other neighborhoods
not willing to be co-plain ﬀs immediately, we may need to go it
alone. Guest Ray Kern will be a plain ﬀ. Will need to solicit donaons from membership. Ma mo ons to go w/ Varadi, Hair and
Checki law firm. Gretchen seconds. Unanimous in favor.
Lisa mo ons that going forward FMIA require two signatures
(president, vice-president) for execu ng contracts. Allen seconds.
Unanimous in favor.
Home Tour
Gene mo ons that we reimburse Lisa for tour costs paid out of
pocket. Allen seconds. Unanimous in favor.
Mee ng adjourned at 8:54 PM.

From the Kitchen of the
Fro

Stir Fry Noodles
with Eggplant and Basil
4 oz. rice noodles
1 tbsp. soy sauce
1 tbsp. toasted sesame oil
½ tsp. light brown sugar
2 tsp. vegetable oil
½ medium eggplant cut into
quarter inch thick slices

2 green onions, white and
green parts separated and
thinly sliced
2 cloves garlic, minced
3-4 basil leaves, torn

Cook noodles according to package direc ons. Drain,
rinse with cold water, and set aside.
In a small bowl combine soy sauce, sesame oil, and light
brown sugar. S r un l sugar dissolves and set aside.
Heat a large skillet over high heat and add 1 tsp.
vegetable oil. Add eggplant and s r un l golden on both
sides, about 4 minutes.
Push eggplant to side of skillet and add remaining
vegetable oil. Add scallion whites and garlic and s r
un l fragrant about 1 minute.
Add noodles and soy mixture and toss to combine all
the ingredients.
Serve topped with scallion greens and basil.

KīĞƌŝŶŐhope and providing opportunity
ĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞŵŽƐƚŝŶŶĞĞĚ͘

Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing on
ǁĞůůŶĞƐƐ͕ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐŚŽƵƐŝŶŐĂŶĚŽīĞƌŝŶŐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes: June 15, 2015
Lisa Suarez called the mee ng to order at 7:15 PM.
NOPD Report
8th District Sgt. Sandra Contreras, Quality of Life. Bicycle thief in
the neighborhood, taking bikes from backyards. Big Daddy’s ge ng
worse with smoking ban. NOPD recommends giving actual property address (2513 Royal St) rather than block or intersec ons, for
logging.
Megabus Report
Problems con nue on Elysian Fields. City claims they’re working on
a permanent lease agreement with Megabus. www.MegaProblem.
com has info on the problem and how to report.
Guest Speaker - Ron C. Henderson, State Insurance
Commissioner.
Residents ask Ron about AirBnb rentals and how they can be regulated since they don’t have proper commercial insurance. Commission
doesn’t appear to have the answer. Risk to lawful home owners because AirBnb landlord’s residen al insurance won’t cover it if fire
breaks out in an AirBnb and damages neighbor’s home.

Guest Speaker - Will Donaldson, 2401 St. Claude
Will speaks about the blue property across from St. Roch Market.
Is seeking parking variance for future restaurant use. Hoping to use
Whitney Bank lot.
Guest Speaker - Erich Caulfield, Running for State Senator
Erich is running for District 4, filling Edwin Murray’s spot. Talks
about his background and why he is qualified.
CZO Lawsuit Report
Lisa speaks about the civil lawsuit and takes ques ons. City hasn’t
responded to suit, but mayor signed CZO as law. FMIA is taking
dona ons for use in the suit. Lawsuit has two parts: first is procedural; we contend the mayor’s last minute amendment, MJL 6,
didn’t go through the proper procedure of a City Planning Review.
Second is the “substan ve” argument; Sec on 18.13, the Riverfront
Overlay, conflicts with the Master Plan, which requires preserva on
of Neighborhood Character in scale, density, and mass in Historic
Districts. Council didn’t review our suggested compromise plans.
City relaxing requirements for demoli ons.

Guest Speaker - Rick Prince, Resident
Rick speaks about home security false alarms and a proposed new
city policy on this which could have ramifica ons on home owners
via high fines and being cut oﬀ from police responses.

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes: July 1, 2015
Members in a endance
Lisa Suarez, Allen Johnson, Gretchen Bomboy, Carolyn Sinclair,
Gene Cizek, Jeﬀ Bromberger
Elec ons
Need to fill seats. Jeﬀ, Allen, and Gretchen are running again. Troy
Gant has said he’d like to run.
Megabus
Ongoing issue, Channel 4 covering. Lisa mo ons that Gretchen
write le er asking that Megabus park at Claiborne & Canal. Jeﬀ
seconds. Unanimous in favor.

Discounted Neighbor Rates
Come Visit!

CZO Lawsuit
Lisa mo ons that Ray Kern join lawsuit as plain ﬀ. Gretchen seconds. Unanimous in favor. Gene confirmed with Andy that he
could write le ers to City Council; Andy said he should run them
by him. Lisa mo ons for reconcilia on to law firm. Gene seconds.
Unanimous in favor.
Folgers Resilience Run
Starts at Red House (St. Claude & Press Street). We can’t get copies of permits. Lisa mo ons to send le er of concern to Nadine
Ramsey and Safety & Permits. Jeﬀ seconds. Unanimous in favor.
Fete Marigny
Washington Square Park requires $60-100k in repairs. Fete won’t
make enough money to fix it. Lisa mo ons to put it oﬀ un l next
year. Allen seconds. Unanimous in favor.
Graﬃ
FQ having an event on this. Jeﬀ says Frenchmen Street businesses
very close to hiring a detail for Frenchmen.
Mee ng adjourned at 8:44 PM.
September 2015
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes: August 5, 2015
Members in a endance
Lisa Suarez, Allen Johnson, Gretchen Bomboy, Ma Del Vecchio,
Carolyn Sinclair, Gene Cizek
Gene mo ons we don’t publish our monthly financial statements in
the newsle er. Allen seconds. Unanimous in favor.
Lisa mo ons for Bob Cohn to fill Alex’s empty seat on the board.
Gretchen, seconds. Unanimous in favor.
2501 St. Claude (Auto Parts Store)
Property is in Marigny historic district, but St. Roch Improvement
Associa on also includes it in charter and also unhappy with developer’s plans. Lisa quoted in several ar cles nola.com, Ma will
send links.
Neighborhood Council
Lisa mo ons to approve group le er wri en by Neighborhood
Council going to City Council protes ng the Nadine Ramsey amendments and add FMIA as a signatory to the le er. Allen seconds.
Unanimous in favor.
Schiro’s Expansion
Neighbors Allen and Kate speak about Schiro’s expansions plans,
such as adding a stage and exterior courtyard speakers. They were
interested in knowing what the property is allowed to do. Gretchen
gives them a copy of the 1995 provisos owner Zach agreed to when
he obtained his zoning change. Proviso 2 prevents live entertainment in this loca on.

Marigny/Bywater Land Value Assessments
Land values going up, some mes tripled. Resident guest Mark
Malouse speaks about his experience challenging new assessment
via the Assessor’s Oﬃce. Lisa mo ons to put appeal instruc ons in
e-blast. Allen seconds. Unanimous in favor.
1818 Burgundy
Bob speaks about
three variances developer wants for
site. The waivers are
for inadequate lot
depth, three main
buildings when one is
allowed, and greater
number of square
feet in buildings than
allowed. Seems they
sacrificed yard for
density.
Mee ng adjourned at
8:44 PM.

CZO Lawsuit
Lisa mo ons to have lawyer file the preliminary injunc on and consolidate w/ permanent injunc on for quicker court ac on. Gretchen
seconds. Unanimous in favor.
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes: August 17, 2015
Lisa Suarez called the mee ng to order at 7:15 PM.
Guest Speaker - Jonathan Bertsch, KIPP at Colton School
Jonathan thanks FMIA and residents for their support and pa ence
during the construc on. Third year in the building, 800 students.
Looks forward to keeping in touch.

New Campaigns
Ken Caron and John Gutekunst presented a new sign depic ng the
balance of commercial development vs residen al needs, en tled
“WTF: Where’s The Fairness?” Allen shows a new city-wide sign
developed by the Algiers Point Neighborhood Associa on en tled
“NOT FOR SALE.”

NOPD Report
8th District’s Sgt. Contreras has been promoted to lieutenant. On
Sunday teenagers on bicycles shot at a guy in a car in a carjack
a empt.

Megabus
Katherine cites the recent drug-raid on the bus line. Megabus
and city now both say Megabus is coming to the Union Passenger
Terminal. Date: September 1.

New Board Member
Bob Cohn has joined the board of the FMIA. City planner in Del Ray
before re ring to New Orleans several years ago.

2501 St. Claude - “Auto Parts Store”
Troy Gant reports HDLC deferred the demoli on applica on to its
next mee ng. Doesn’t feel HDLC will allow them to tear it down,
but developers Troy Henry and Wendell Pierce have influence, so
the ba le will be close. Developers claim it isn’t in Marigny but both
sides of St. Claude are included in Historic Marigny District. Gene
said his students were willing to design a convenience store that fits
the historic camelback shell. Ma says Wendell Pierce has tweeted
falsehoods, claiming FMIA has tried to buy the building.

Guest Speaker - Ma , No Waste NOLA
Ma and Waste NOLA propose we end use of single-use plas c
bags in retail. Hands out reusable canvas bags as a thank you.
Board Elec ons
Lisa presents four board nomina ons: Troy Gant from Second
Vine Wine. Jeﬀ Bromberger, current interim board member, Allen
Johnson, current interim board member and vice-president.
Carolyn Sinclair, current interim board member. Floor nomina on:
Simone Cifuentes.
Proposed CZO Amendments
Councilwoman Ramsey had proposed several controversial CZO
amendments: allow all restaurants to be bars, allow all restaurants to sell packaged liquor, allow music in all commercial courtyards, remove security & sound abatement plans requirement,
and allow doors and windows to remain open. The city-wide PRC
Neighborhood Council has come out against these proposals,
signed by 22 neighborhood groups, including FMIA. Allen reports
council deferred on them for their upcoming mee ng, for the second me.

Roberta Gratz Book
Dianne speaks about a new book by part- me local author and
journalist Roberta Gratz, We’re S ll Here Ya Bastards. It deals with
the post-Katrina challenges of rebuilding our communi es and the
resilience of residents. She reads a passage.
CZO Lawsuit Report
Lisa reports we have a court date before the judge on Thursday in
a civil courtroom. FMIA members signed up to a end and witness
the proceedings.
Guest Speaker - Brandon Muetzel, Energy Wise Alliance
Brandon’s group working via a grant from Entergy to educate consumers on ways to lower their power usage. They have coupons on
services such as AC tuning, and discounts with contractors on jobs
like insula on.
Mee ng adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Advertise in the FMIA Newsletter
Do you know how many people read Les Amis de Marigny?
Possibly a lot — so placing your ad here could be a great way
to reach them in the Marigny and beyond!
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Questions? Email
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org
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