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Let’s Talk About Economic Development
By Lisa Suarez, President FMIA

All seven members of the City Council and the Mayor have 
been aligned against the majority of people who live in 
Marigny, Bywater and Algiers Point in the war between our 
Historic Cultural Integrity and Economic Development. This 
seems to be their idea of development:
Two projects have been built and opened during the 
Mayor’s tenure in Marigny and Bywater. The fi rst to 

open, known as the Rice Mill at 2900 Chartres has a total 
value of $18,395,850 according to the Orleans Parish 
Assessor’s web site. The second, at 511 Marigny is valued 
at $6,848,930. Combined, these projects worth $25 million, 

are held up by our City leaders as great examples of the 
economic engines needed to create new tax revenue.
The owners of these buildings are doing nothing illegal. 
Members of the City Council sign off  on the rewards of an 
overly generous and expensive Restora  on Tax Abatement, 
featuring substan  ally reduced property taxes. Close to 
HALF of the property taxes due on buildings worth twenty-

fi ve million dollars are exempted for fi ve years, and then 
may be granted extensions. Just these two deals are cos  ng 
us close to $250,000 a year in exempted revenue.
Yes, I know “RTAs” are also known as “Historic Tax Credits,” 
and I know they are as sacred as Homestead Exemp  ons, 
but why are there no controls on the Commercial RTAs, for 
buildings with rents from 1600.00, for a one bedroom, to 
$5000.00 for a 3-bedroom, 2 level corner unit? Yes I know 
the rich get richer, and these luxury buildings contribute to 
the infl a  on of the value of our homes, thereby increasing 
our property tax. Commercial RTAs are diff erent from 
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Les Amis de Marigny is the newsle  er of the Faubourg Marigny 
Improvement Associa  on, a 501(c) non-profi t, all-volunteer organiza  on 
commi  ed to the preserva  on of the unique architectural and cultural 
heritage of our historic district, and to improving the quality of life in 
our diverse community. 
Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily refl ect 
the offi  cial views of the FMIA, its Board or its members. The FMIA does 
not warrant the legality of any business adver  sed in its newsle  er. 
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint 
any of the newsle  er, including photographs and original artwork, must 
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs and ar  cles dealing with topics of interest 
to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor reserves the 
right to reject submissions including editorial and adver  sing content. 
Submissions must be received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in 
the next month’s issue. Send contribu  ons to: 
 FMIA Newsle  er
 2401 Burgundy St., Box 10
 NOLA 70117 
 or editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 
The newsle  er is published each month except August and January. 
Back issues are available online at www.faubourgmarigny.org.

Design & Layout by GK Produc  ons, Inc.
Prin  ng by Safeguard Business Systems

The newsle  er is now accep  ng classifi ed ads. Personals, however, 
are not being accepted. Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classifi ed 
Rates: $5.00 per each 25 words.

Commercial Advertising

Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)
Full 

Page
1/2 

Page
1/4 

Page
Business

Card
FMIA

Member $110 $55 $40 $25

Non-
Member $113 $58 $43 $28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)
Full 

Page
1/2

Page
1/4

Page
Business

Card
FMIA

Member $90 $45 $30 $18

Non-
Member $93 $48 $33 $21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg,  f or pdf format.
All adver  sing must be received by the 15th of each month for 
publica  on in the next month’s issue. For informa  on regarding 
adver  sing, contact the business manager at ads@faubourgmarigny.org.

Classifieds Now Available

About the Newsletter

 

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church Food Pantry 
 

We are looking for donations of food for St. Anna’s Food Pantry.  
Donations are distributed to those in need on a monthly basis. 

 

Canned fruit & vegetables, peanut butter, small bags of rice are 
just a few suggested items.  A convenient drop off point is at the 

address noted below.  
 

The Friendly Bar 
2301 Chartres 

Contact: Don Dubay 504-458-0510 
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Residen  al RTAs, and I don’t fault anyone who saves a 
historic building. What I do fault is the lack of foresight our 
Administra  on and Legisla  ve City Government have in 
managing OUR money, our property taxes.
There are probably millions of other uncollected dollars of 
this type, contribu  ng to the huge budget gap and anarchy 
in the streets where the NOPD is so understaff ed the “Bad 
Guys,” have lost their fear of daylight. 
If you paid a higher rate tax bill, based on full valua  on, not 
half, in Orleans Parish last year, then you contributed more 
percentage-wise to the City’s coff ers then either of these 
luxury apartment buildings. Examples of where that money 
could go: hire more police offi  cers, repave more streets, 
open the jail and pay back the fi remen.
Meanwhile, new 80 foot buildings won’t be nearly as 
expensive to build as restoring old warehouses, and don’t 
forget — there will be plenty of pile-driving right next to 
the levee. My point is the best government money can 
buy plans to create neighborhoods for entertainment, as 
opposed to sensi  ve development that works in context. 
Many of us believe the real vision of Mayor Landrieu, Jason 
Williams, Stacy Head, Nadine Ramsey, and James Gray, 
(Latoya Cantrell and Susan Guidry appear to protect their 
districts, but s  ll voted for height and density bonuses, 

giving us buildings higher than those in the Warehouse 
District) is this:
(Thanks to Brian Lucke  .) “The plan is to build vaca  on 
condos, not full-  me residences. The Gulf Coast comes to 
the City. Instead of a beach, there is a Riverfront and easy 
access to the French Quarter. Like a beach condo, you can 
rent it out when you’re not there. The result is a huge infl ux 
of non-residents every weekend, with large crowds here 
to party. Mix that with streams of passengers from the 
new cruise ship terminal, and the neighborhoods become 
auxiliary entertainment areas with lots of bou  ques, 
restaurants and bars. Our houses we spent years renova  ng 
will give the area some character, so the tourists feel like 
they are someplace exo  c. Be sure to wear colorful clothes 
so you don’t disappoint them.”
I understand Stacy Head is planning to introduce legisla  on 
to legalize AirBnBs — VERY SOON. She says it won’t apply 
for those without a Homestead Exemp  on, but given the 
City’s track record on enforcement over Short Term Rentals 
or anything else, how can we rely on anything the Council 
or the Mayor say? I believe we can win at least one of these 
fi ghts. Will you fi ght for our quality of life? Will you fi ght to 
stay?

Economic Development from page 1

Discounted Neighbor Rates
Come Visit!

www.frenchquarterguesthouses.com

504-947-1161

Mark’s Muffler Shop

Mark Brink
(504) 944-7733

Specializing in Exhaust Systems

Since 1984
Same Location

5229 St. Claude Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70117

Authorized FLOWMASTER & DYNOMAX Dealer
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Annual Home 
and Garden Tour
Our 43rd Annual Spring Home and 
Garden Tour was a great success 
this year, featuring some fascina  ng 
buildings in the Triangle. We made 
$5,129! 
Thanks to all those who volunteered 
at the park, as docents, with the bake 
sale, and the owners of the buildings 
who allowed us into their homes. We 
got terrifi c press from Stephanie Bruno 
and Lynne Jensen wri  ng for the New 
Orleans Advocate, and Jon Kemp and 
Susan Langenhennig  of the Times-
Picayune. Also special thanks to Carolyn 
Sinclair for organizing the whole event! 

Sun Oak
One of homes on the tour this year 
was Sun Oak, Home of Professor 
Eugene Cizek An unusual triple 
co  age with an inbuilt serviceway, 
rus  c wood facade and gable sided 
roof covering supported by slender 
doric box columns. Triple dormers 
with tradi  onal pilasters and arched 
window heads, and greek key 
door surrounds are indica  ve of a 
possible construc  on date from the 
1840s.
There were plenty of chairs in the 
Sun Oak garden for tourgoers to 
linger and par  cipate in an ongoing 
discussions of the upcoming 
publica  ons: 
A History of the Marigny Family; The 
Faubourg Na  ve American Village 
with Lloyd Sensat’s illustrated 
walking tour, and Memoire of Cizek 
1940-2016 ... or ‘18.
Recently, a  er the passing of 
several near and dear ones, Gene 
decided it was  me to slow 
down, and proff ered his 
resigna  on to the Dean 
of the Tulane School of 
Architecture. Luckily, for 
us, the Dean made a deal 
with Gene, and although 
he will be slowing down: 
a sixth-month sabba  cal 
during the Fall semester, he 
will con  nue as a special 
lecturer, while conduc  ng 
research.

As the Founder 
of the Faubourg 
Marigny Improvement 
Associa  on in 1972, it’s 
important for everyone 
who appreciates 
New Orleans Historic 
Districts to know of 
Gene’s outstanding 
accomplishments. 

Here is a short list of only his 
academic achievements: 

• Bachelor of Architecture, 
Louisiana State University

• Master of City Planning 
and Regional Design, 
Massachuse  s Ins  tute 
of Technology

• Master Urban Design, 
also M.I.T

• Doctor of City Building, as 
a Fulbright Scholar, Del   
Ins  tu  on of Technology, 
Holland, Ph.D.

• Environmental Social 
Psychology Disserta  on: 
Faubourg Marigny 
A Proposal: For 
Environmental Conserva  on

Recently, in reac  on to the assault 
from City Hall on the integrity of 
our Historic Districts, Gene said, 
“We are really at a cri  cal moment 

in the history of our great city. New 
Orleans can con  nue to be home 
for those of us who live and have 
made the city the place we and 
many others want to be.
It should not become a kind 
of Urban Disney Land for the 
profi t of greedy developers and 
opportunists. I know how important 
responsible real estate development 
is to growth management of 
our river region, city, and our 
neighborhoods.” 
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June 2015

Board Mee  ng
June 3, 7:15 pm, 
2509 Burgundy St.  

Meet the Neighbors
June 10, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Second Vine Wine, 1027 Touro Street
General Mee  ng
June 15, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Mee  ng
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

July 2015

Board Mee  ng
July 1, 7:15 pm, 
2509 Burgundy St.  

Meet the Neighbors
July 8, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Venue TBD
General Mee  ng
No General Mee  ng for July

NONPAC MEETINGS

5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 3900 N. Claiborne

8th District — 2nd Thursday
6 pm, loca  on varies between 334 Royal 
and the Healing Center

FREE FUN 

St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com

If you have an event for the calendar 
please send it to John Gutekunst at 

editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Calendar of Events

FMIA Dues
Not sure when your FMIA dues were paid? The date  
you paid is conveniently located on the mailing label 
of your newsle  er. Just one more service from your 
friendly neighborhood neighborhood associa  on.

Arts Estuary 1024 is a multi-tenant arts facility managed by 
the National Performance Network. It is located at 1024 
Elysian Fields Ave. in a renovated beautifully historic   
building. The facility is available for rent including:

Long Term Parking
Meeting Rooms

Nonprofit Office Space
For more information, contact us at

www.npnweb.org/artsestuary1024, facility@npnweb.org or
call 504-595-8008.

Mexican Sweet Potatoes

From the Kitchen of the

M

Fro

2 sweet potatoes
1 tbsp. olive oil
½ oz onion, diced
½ bell pepper, diced

2 cloves garlic, minced
½ tsp. sea salt
Juice of 1 lime
1 cup cooked black beans

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Bake sweet potatoes for 
1 hour.
Remove sweet potatoes and let cool for a few minutes. 
Slice each potato lengthwise. Scoop out the insides so 
that there is only a thin layer (1/4 inch) lining the edges.  
Set shells on serving pla  er and sweet potato innards 
in a bowl.
Heat olive oil in a frying pan over medium heat. Add 
onion, pepper, and salt, cook un  l tender, about 5 
minutes. Add beans and lime juice and cook another 
5 minutes, slightly mashing the beans with a fork. Add 
sweet potato innards to the bean mixture and cook 
another 1-2 minutes.
Stuff  each sweet potato shell with the mixture.
 OPT: add fresh chopped cilantro, shredded cheese, or 
meat.
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Lisa Suarez, President
Allen Johnson, Vice-President

Gene Cizek, Past President
Ma   Del Vecchio, Recording Secretary

Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary
Jeff  Bromberger
Carolyn Sinclair 
Miles Swanson

Adver  sing: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org

Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsle  er: editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Caroling
Community Outreach

Crime Preven  on
Development
 Frenchmen
Fundraising

Educa  on
 Home Tour
 Hospitality

Membership
Neighborhood

Special Projects

Volunteer
Walking Tour
Washington 
Square Park

Web Site
Zoning

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Board Members

Committees

Do You Receive 
Our Weekly E-Blast? 
FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with 
important news about what’s happening in the 
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that 
you need to know! To sign up for this service, email 
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your email 
se   ngs to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org as an 
approved sender or add it to your contact list.

Did you ever 
wonder who these people are?

Find out at the next Meet your Neighbors!

And if you have a favorite place in the neighborhood 
that you think would be interested in hos  ng an 

upcoming event, let us know by emailing
editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 

Saving the Best for Last (minute)

Our May 13, was at Paladar 511 in the 511 Marigny Condo 
Building.  Lots of great food, a big crowd and plenty to 
drink  — y’all should really try to make it to the next MTN 
if you can at Second Vine Wine, 1027 Touro Street.
If you have a sugges  on for a future Meet the Neighbors 
venue, email us at secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

Meet the Neighbors

Eat, drink, talk, repeat.



ROOF REPAIRS
FLOORING

RENOVATIONS
DRYWALL

SIDING
STRUCTURAL REPAIRS
CLEANING SERVICES

“Local People Serving Local Needs”

ALL PHASES OF CONSTRUCTION
Quality work by Qualified people

504.287.3394

FENCING
PLUMBING

IRONWORK
ELECTRICAL

PAINTING
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Marigny Green News: 
Ah Ha!

By Deborah Oppenheim

I recently went to the Farmer’s Market in the French 
Quarter and was picking up some fresh vegetables. I was 
drawn to the stand of parsley and various types of kale and 
asked the person about the produce. The “ah ha” moment 
occurred a  er I realized that it was a former student 
of mine and was thrilled that he was involved in urban 
farming. 
Jordan Bantuelle and Ian Wilson started Southbound 
Gardens. They have fi ve gardens in New Orleans — and 
grow seasonal vegetables, herbs and fruits. It is their 
mission to grow food within the New Orleans area without 
pes  cides and minimal organic fer  lizers. They sell their 
produce at the Crescent City Markets on Wednesday and 
Thursday, Hollygrove Market & Farm and at the Good Egg. 
The Urban Farmstead of New Orleans is an educa  onal 
project that Bantuelle and Wilson are developing as a 
non-profi t. Educa  on is the big part of this model — do 
it yourself (DIY) permaculture educa  on center with 
the mission of crea  ng more independent and resilient 
communi  es. The Urban Farmstead of New Orleans, 1730 
Clio Street teaches classes such as basics veggie growing, 

raising chickens and making organic fer  lizers. All classes 
are open to the public (by a suggested dona  on of $10.00) 
and will not turn anyone away. They are also exploring 
sustainable building and storm–water management. They 
have access to resources from volunteers and partner with 
other projects. They use lots of free stuff  such as certain 
types of cardboard which is a great weed suppressant. 
Urban Farmstead recently competed at Propeller Living 
Well Pitch Compe   on. Congratula  ons for placing third in 
the PitchNOLA compe   on. With their winnings, they will 
build another greenhouse. The Urban Farmstead of New 
Orleans is a great center for learning about farming within 
our city.

For more information: 

theurbanfarmstead@gmail.com 
h  p://www.southboundgardens.com/ 
h  p://www.bestofneworleans.com/gambit/

jordan-bantuelle/Content?oid=2613593 

Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing on 

hope and providing opportunity 
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Summer is Here! 
By Adele Marrs, Assistant Manager, Alvar Branch, New Orleans Public Library

Summer is offi  cially here! At the library, that means that 
Summer Reading Program has begun and an abundance of 
programs for people of all ages are happening throughout 
the New Orleans Public Library System. In addi  on to a 

plethora of 
special SRP 
events, here 
at Alvar, we 
will con  nue 
to off er our 
ongoing 
weekly 
programs. This 
means that 
we would love 
your help! We 
are looking for 
volunteers to 
assist patrons 
with computer 
usage and/or 
to play games 
and have fun 

with the youth who use our library every day. Please stop 
by or call us at 596-2667 if you are interested. 
Throughout the summer, from 11 am un  l 1 pm every 
Thursday morning, we will off er one-on-one computer 
assistance. Addi  onally, each Saturday at 10:30 am, we 
will con  nue to off er our much-loved morning story  me 
and cra  . Please fi nd listed below all of the wonderful SRP 
ac  vi  es currently scheduled at Alvar. For informa  on 
about events going on system-wide, as part of SRP and 
otherwise, check out our website:
    www.neworleanspubliclibrary.org.

Programs for Youth (ages 12 & under): 
• Thursday June 4, 18 & July 2, 16, 2 pm: Bi-weekly Cra  s
• Thursday, June 11, 2 pm: Wetland Express from the 

Audubon Ins  tute
• Wednesday, June 24, 11 am: Irwin Royes, Worlds 

Smallest Magician
• Tuesday, June 30, 4 pm: Puppet making and puppet 

show with Milissa Orzolek
• Monday, July 6, 11 am: ZOOmobile from the Audubon 

Ins  tute
• Thursday, July 30, 2 pm: BugMobile from the Audubon 

Ins  tute

Programs for Teens:
• Sat, June 6, 2 pm: Minute to Win It Challenge & DIY 

Pin-Back Bu  ons
• Sat, June 13, 2 pm: 3Doodler™ 3D Pen Workshop
• Sat, June 20, 2 pm: Upbeat Academy Electronic Music-

Making Workshop
• Sat, June 27, 2 pm: Li  le Bits® Electronics Workshop
• Sat, July 11, 2 pm: Dance Workshop with Dancing 

Grounds
• Sat, July 18, 2 pm: Super Heroes of the Plant World 

with Rosalie Apothecary
• Wed, July 21, 2 pm: Design & Build a Rube Goldberg 

Machine
• Sat, July 25, 2 pm: Gabriel Soria & Ron Wimberly: 

Wri  ng & Drawing Comics & Graphic Novels
• Sat, August 1, 2 pm: Finale Party

Programs for Adults:
• Saturday, July 25, 6 pm: Adult Summer Reading 

Program Finale Costume Party. Be a Super Hero or 
any character that you deem worthy. We will have 
party games and refreshments. PG rated costumes are 
strongly encouraged (ages 18 & up).

One fi nal event, not men  oned above, scheduled at Alvar 
for this month is a comic book reading by local ar  st, Kate 
Lacour. On the evening of Saturday, June 20, from 6 to 8 
pm, we are excited to be hos  ng members of the New 
Orleans Comics and Zine Fest collec  ve for readings of 
their original work in conjunc  on with a reading by 
Ms. Lacour, whose work can be seen at www.sharkbrains.
com. Live music and light refreshments will be provided. 
We ask that all a  endees are 18 years and up. As always, 
all programs are free and open to the public. We look 
forward to seeing you soon!
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Temporary Town
By John Gutekunst

If you have recently driven on North Rampart Street you 
may have no  ced some “temporary pavement” (if you 
didn’t see it you would have no  ced as your head hit the 
roof of your car driving over it). The ar  ully mounded 
macadam is neatly stenciled TEMP PAVEMENT so every 
literate driver knows what they’re dealing with. 
But “temporary” is a rela  ve term. The temporary Megabus 
stop has been opera  ng for over a year. The latest news in 
the eff ort to move the stop, according to Eric Granderson, 
Director, Local Government Aff airs, Offi  ce of The Mayor: 

We had issued another “Cease and Desist” no  ce 
to Megabus.  We were, however,  able to contact 
the corporate company who were apparently never 

no  fi ed by Megabus about our off er to lease space at 
UPT.  Those lease nego  a  ons are now proceeding I 
understand. I’ll reach out for an update.

If he ever did reach out for any updates they never reached 
me. If you would like to reach Mr. Granderson he can be 
reached at egranderson@nola.gov. I don’t think its a reach 
to say we’re ge   ng a permanent runaround. 

A non-megabus just parked on Elysian Fields between 
North Rampart and St Claude, not taking on passengers. 
Perhaps the corner just has a natural affinity for busses.
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes: April 20, 2015
Lisa Suarez called the mee  ng to order at 7:15 PM.

NOPD Report
8th District Sgt. Sandra Contreras, Quality of Life; shoo  ng on 
Elysian Fields and Dauphine between drivers. Lisa and Sgt. stress 
calling the police if suspicious characters around. 5th District Sgt. 
Franklin announces NONPAC, second Weds of month, May 13, 6pm 
at Healing Center.

Announcements
Art Market and Trash Palace (2121 Chartres) will be discussed at 
end of mee  ng. Cafe Istanbul Report Ma   reports FMIA held a 
mee  ng with city a  orney’s offi  ce and ten immediate neighbors 
regarding the late night problem behavior. Process for dealing w/ 
Alcohol Beverage Outlet (ABO) Board discussed. Photos, videos, in-
cident log provided for review and next steps.

Home Tour Report
Carolyn details which proper  es tour will include, including the 
Masonic Temple on St. Claude for the fi rst  me. Gene contributes; 
one of his tenants has passed away. Volunteers needed.
Zoning Report
Lisa reports on city council mee  ng Thursday at 11am. Not op  mis-
 c on council’s posi  on.

Guest Speaker
Desha Rhodes, Alvar Library branch manager, Millage Appeal Desha 
presents on what the 2.5 millage would be used for, what may hap-
pen if they don’t get it. 3.14 mills is current library millage. Each mill 
is 1/1000th of a dollar, or 1/10 of a cent. Hands out brochure detail-
ing home value increases.

Guest Speaker
Cheryn Robles, Department of Public Works Cheryn presents on 
residen  al parking permit zones. New parking enforcement vehi-
cles. Trying to get 900 street lights back up. Doing new road-scan-
ning project to determine which streets to repair. More people to 
manage all the districts. Guest Speaker - Jon Smith, French Market 
Corpora  on Jon presents about the new Crescent Park. Working 
on opening fi nal sec  on, could be any  me, but FMC is only the 
custodian, not construc  on. Also developing their two lots and get-
 ng consulted on how to cra   their RFP for parking plans. Could be 

one, or two garages. Could be commercial for one. Agrees dog park 
sucks. Wants park open 24-hours. Art Market - Heidi Diekelman 
Speaks about the Frenchmen Art Market and desire for a le  er stat-
ing FMIA likes the market. Doesn’t need us to get involved in the 
actual legal problem between FAM and its landlord.
Mee  ng adjourned at 8:37 PM.
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes: May 6, 2015
Members in a  endance
Lisa Suarez, Allen Johnson, Gretchen Bomboy, Alex Vialou, 
Ma   Del Vecchio, Miles Swanson, Carolyn Sinclair, Gene Cizek 
(late), Jeff  Bromberger (late)

Smart on Crime
Pres Kabacoff  had submi  ed website to review a criminal jus-
 ce movement. Will include in newsle  er if there is room.

Cafe Istanbul 
Ma   reports on most recent late night incidents. Neighbors re-
ported a breach of property for fi rst  me — stated that patrons 
tossed drugs over their fence into yard, then tried to climb 
fence to retrieve it. Neighbors wouldn’t let them and called 
NOPD. NOPD didn’t do much a  er arriving. FMIA is pending 
city a  orney’s review of collected evidence materials regard-
ing incidents. A  orney Joe has no new billings for the month.

Home Tour
Lisa reports Times Picayune will do an ar  cle on tour. Proper  es 
discussed. Posters look terrifi c. Need volunteers.

Frenchmen Overlay
Jeff  discusses problems legi  mate businesses are having w/ un-
licensed vendors selling food, alcohol, and drugs. Unlicensed, 
unsanitary vendors are health issue. City sweeps ineff ec  ve 
since sweep is during week and vendors come out weekends. 
“Pizza Palace” now opened w/ huge stage and mul  ple fl oors.

CZO
New CZO is s  ll badly fl awed. Lisa presents plan to sue city if 
passed as-is, using dona  ons received by FMIA. Introduces at-
torneys Galen Hair and Andrew Jacoby who discuss their back-
ground. Lisa mo  ons FMIA and individuals fi le suit if CZO pass-
es, seconded. Allen, Gretchen, Miles, Ma  , Gene in favor. Alex 
votes no. Jeff  abstains. Alex resigns. Miles mo  ons that FMIA 
reaches out to other neighborhood orgs to join, seconded. All 
in favor save Jeff  who abstains.

New Business
Jeff  has to leave. Lisa mo  ons that we lend 
our stage to St. Paul Lutheran Church, sec-
onded. Unanimous in favor.
Gene mo  ons we contact Park & Parkways 
to ask who is in charge of le   ng fi lm com-
panies use Washing Square Park, and how 
we can a  empt to get funds for repair we 
make. No vote taken. Miles discusses resi-
den  al disappointment with the services 
off ered by the St. Roch Market (food court 
rather than marketplace). There will be a 
mee  ng on 5/12 w/ neighbor groups.
Mee  ng adjourned at 9:03 PM.
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes: May 18, 2015
Lisa Suarez called the mee  ng to order at 7:15 PM.

Home Tour
Went very well, made $5,129. Next one will be in the Rectangle.

Washington Square Park
Repairs are needed, arbor work as well. Benches aren’t secured and 
having issues.

NOPD Report
8th District Sgt. Sandra Contreras, Quality of Life. There were some 
robberies and assaults in the neighborhood. Call 911 if you see un-
usual ac  vity. For quality of life problems, also call 911, and report 
the problem address so it gets logged properly. Big Daddy’s ge   ng 
worse with the outside smokers all night.

Zoning Report
Board voted to fi le lawsuit against the city for skirt-
ing meaningful community input on the CZO if possible. 
Working Stuart Smith to fi nd proper basis to fi le. Need bet-
ter council that values voter’s opinion.

Guest Speaker 
Andrew McDaniel, Market Umbrella.
Operates four weekly farmers markets focusing on fresh 
food. Nearest one is in the French Market, Wednesdays, 
2-6pm. Bread, seafood, produce. Local providers. Located 
at the N. Peters Street through the FM. Two hours of 
free parking in FM lot w/ purchase, enter at Decatur 
and St. Philip. More details and other days at www.
MarketUmbrella.org.

Guest Speaker
Meg Lousteau, VCPORA
Lisa tells story of locals turning house into 10-person short-term-
rental party pad. Meg presents on the con  nued problems of short-
term-rentals and AirBNB. Commercial uses opera  ng illegally in 
residen  al zones. Parking and quality of life issues w/ noisy revel-
ers. Safety hazard since most don’t have proper commercial safety 
inspec  ons. Suggests contac  ng problem property’s lending bank 
and insurance company, poin  ng out the commercial use of a resi-
den  al loan & policy. Q&A session.
Mee  ng adjourned at 8:27 PM.



June 2015 Faubourg Marigny Improvement Associa  on 15

2401 Burgundy Street, Box 10  New Orleans, LA 70117  (888) 312-0812  www.faubourgmarigny.org 
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MEMBERSHIP STATUS: New Renewal

______________________________________________________________________________________

RESIDENT MEMBERSHIPS: Individual: $15.00 Household (2 votes): $20.00

Senior Individual: $5.00 Senior Household (2 votes): $10.00

Name # 1____________________________Phone: ______________E mail:______________________

Name #2___________________________ _Phone: ______________E mail:______________________
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