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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Draft CZO
Special FMIA Zoning Meeting
There was a large turnout at the special meeting held
on August 24. The meeting was called in order to ask
for feedback from the neighborhood on changes to the
draft CZO. In addition to many neighbors, there were
also people from other organizations present, including
MACCNO and Neighbors First Bywater.
This was an informational meeting for the membership
to gather feedback from the neighborhood and for the
board to refine its position for public comment. Items in
the CZO of specific interest:
• height limits in Historic Districts

Decision 2014
FMIA Board Nominations

The FMIA Board election will take place at the next
General Meeting on Monday, September 15th at St. Paul
Lutheran Church, 2624. Burgundy. In order to vote you
must be a member. Note: Voting will begin at 7 pm.

See page eight to learn about
this year’s candidates.
See page ten for
Voter Verification Policy.

• changes to the zoning of the lots at 1431 Royal
Street, 1913 Royal Street and 734 Touro from
HMR-1 to HMC-1.
• changes to the zoning in the 2700 block of Royal
street from HMR-2 to HMC-1
• establishment of ‘Enhanced Corridors’ providing
guideline review and approval procedures.

Have your Cake . . .

• expansion of the operating hours in the RDO
(Residential Diversity Overlay from 7am – 10pm
to 6 am – 10 pm
Thanks go out to Dave Hurlburt for the use of the
Marigny Opera House for hosting the meeting and to
Lisa Suarez for organizing it.

and eat it too!
at Fête Marigny 2014
At least 38 attended the meeting at the Marigny Opera House

Save the Date — October 26
at Washington Square Park!
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ADVERTISING

Happ’ns in the ‘hood

Commercial Advertising

Robért Fresh Market

Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)

Marketfare St. Claude LLC was given the go-ahead by
the City Planning Commission to re-establish the store at
St. Claude and Elysian Fields, vacant since Katrina (the
former Schweggmanns).
Their next step will be to go before City Council. They
plan to demolish some buildings at the rear of the main
store, renovate and expanded the main building, and
add detached retail space facing North Rampart Street.

Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$110

$55

$40

$25

NonMember

$113

$58

$43

$28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)

Night Out Against Crime

The New Orleans Area Night Out Against Crime events
will take place on October 14, 2014. If you will have an
event or party planned for that day, please contact Ms
Sylvia Brown in the Crime Prevention Office at either
504-658-5590, email at sylbrown@nola.gov or fax at 504658-5194.
If you are in the 5th District, you can also contact Sgt.
Roderick B. Franklin, Sr. at 504-239-0344 or email at
rbfranklin@nola.gov; Officer Victoria Guidry at 504-446352, email vsguidry@nola.gov or Officer Dwight Alcorn
at 504-352-1157, email DAlcorn@nola.gov.
Thank you and see you at your event.
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Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$90

$45

$30

$18

NonMember

$93

$48

$33

$21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.
All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month
for publication in the next month’s issue. For information
regarding advertising, contact the business manager at ads@
faubourgmarigny.org.

Classifieds Now Available

Sts. Peter and Paul

The newsletter is now accepting classified ads. Personals,
however, are not being accepted.
Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classified Rates: $5.00 per
each 25 words.

The developers of the proposed hotel in the
Saints Peter and Paul Church property held their
required Neighborhood Participation meeting on August
12. They also presented at the FMIA August General
Meeting. So far neighborhood reaction to the proposed
hotel has been generally positive.

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit,
all-volunteer organization committed to the preservation of
the unique architectural and cultural heritage of our historic
district, and to improving the quality of life in our diverse
community. Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do
not necessarily reflect the oﬃcial views of the FMIA, its Board
or its members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of
any business advertised in its newsletter. Contents of Les Amis
de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint any of the
newsletter, including photographs and original artwork, must
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.

Megabus

It has been reported that the mega bus stop at Elysian
fields and St. Claude is being relocated to somewhere
near the Convention Center. This was confirmed by
Freddie King III, Director of Constituent Services for
Councilperson Nadine Ramsey, who stated “Yes, it is
moving. I’m not sure when the move will be made. I will
keep you informed of any updates.“

Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with topics
of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions including
editorial and advertising content. Submissions must be
received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in the next
month’s issue. Send contributions to: FMIA Newsletter, 2401
Burgundy St., Box 10, NOLA 70117 or
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.
The newsletter is published each month except August
and January. Back issues are available online at www.
faubourgmarigny.org.
Design & Layout by GK Productions, Inc.
Printing by Safeguard Business Systems
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Blight Report
By Alexandre Vialou, Blight Committee Chairman
There is still an issue with blighted or unused properties in our
neighborhood. Over the last winter, I had counted 98 properties with a
blighted, boarded or unused structure.
Since then:

1920 St. Claude,
929 North
Rampart,
936 St. Roch,
2242 St. Claude

• Five have had their blighted features remedied:
2706 St. Claude, 816 Franklin, 1518 Pauger,
536 St. Ferdinand, 2469 Dauphine
• Two have been demolished:
1009 Touro, 2816 Burgundy
• One is back in use: The Standard Coffee building
• Fifteen appear to be in different stages of a visible
renovation.
According to the website blightstatus.nola.gov, the
following is a list of pending actions from the City of
New Orleans Code Enforcement Department on the
remaining 75 properties:

• Twenty-six have had their Code Enforcement case
closed (mainly because the code enforcement lien
was paid off or the ownership of the property
changed)
• Thirty-seven do not appear to ever have had a Code
Enforcement case
Please continue to report the blighted or boarded
property next to your house by calling 311. You can
check the Code Enforcement status of any property via
the website www.blightstatus.nola.gov.

• Five have a pending Hearing;
2470 Royal, 2613 Dauphine, 2700 St. Claude,
2524 Dauphine, 2001 Royal
• Four have been found Guilty of Blight and have a
pending Abatement Decision to be rendered:

September

936 St
St. Roch

• Three have a
pending Inspection:
1121 St. Anthony, 924 Dauphine, 2442 Dauphine
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Marigny Green News
By Deborah Oppenheim
Max Ciolino came to the general meeting on August 18
to discuss eliminating plastic bags from New Orleans. If
you would like more information, read his blog:
eliminateplasticbagsneworleans.wordpress.com/

2002. Roughly 80% of those bags
were used in North America and
Western Europe. Every year,
Americans reportedly throw away 100 billion plastic
grocery bags. www.worldwatch.org/node/5565

Here are a few more documented statistics why
we need to eliminate plastic bags:

• Plastic bags were introduced into supermarkets in
1977. www.nytimes.com

• Each year, an estimated 500 billion to 1 trillion
plastic bags are consumed worldwide. That’s
over one million plastic bags used per minute.
planetgreen.discovery.com/home-garden/plastic-bagfacts.html

• The amount of gas used to make a plastic bag would
drive a car about 115 metres. It would take only 14
plastic gags to drive one mile.
www.sprep.org/factsheets/pdfs/plasticbags.pdf
• Over 380 billion plastic bags, sacks and wraps are
consumed in the U.S. each year, costing retailers an
estimated $4 billion.
www.newdream.org/c3#eat

• The average American family takes home almost
1,500 plastic shopping bags a year
www.nrdc.org/media/2008/080109.asp
• Americans use and dispose of 100 billion plastic
shopping bags each year and at least 12 million
barrels of oil are used per year in the manufacture
of those plastic grocery bags. The Wall Street Journal

• Scientists estimate that every square mile of ocean
contains about 46,000 pieces of floating plastic.
Researchers found that plastic debris acts like a
sponge for toxic chemicals, soaking up a million
fold greater concentration (than surrounding water)
of such deadly compounds as PCBs and DDE.
Becoming highly toxic poison to marine animals
which frequently consume these particles.
www.sprep.org/factsheets/pdfs/plasticbags.pdf

• According to the Worldwatch Institute’s State of
the World report: some 4 to 5 trillion plastic bags —
including large trash bags — think shopping bags
and thin grocery bags were produced globally in

• Every year we make enough plastic film to shrinkwrap Texas. www.oberline.edu/recycle/facts.html
• Packaging now accounts for 1/3 of all household
waste. www.cleanair.org/wasteFacts.html
If you have not signed the petition and want to support
this effort; go to the online line petition:
ipetitions.com/petition/eliminate-plastic-bags-new-orleans

K

Art Conscious J

Picture Framing
Custom and contract framing
over 25 years experience
located in the Schneider Paper
Factory in the Bywater
pickup and delivery available
By appointment only
504-388-8325
www.artconsciousframing.com
September
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

St. Paul Lutheran School

September 2014

2624 Burgundy Street
New Orleans, LA 70117

Board Meeting
September 3, 7 pm,
Room 254 at the Healing Center
Meet the Neighbors
September 10, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Venue TBD
General Meeting
September 15, 6:00 Board Elections, 6:30 Pot Luck,
7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

Accepting applications for admission
2014-2015 School Year
Is an open enrollment private school
Accepts State Scholarship Program
Grades Pre-k through 8th
Offers Before care and After-school enrichment
program, Monday- Friday
 Common Core-aligned curriculum/ Small
classes/highly-qualified teachers
 Extracurricular activities for all students
 Financial aid and scholarships available
For more information, please contact the school’s office
at 504.947.1773 or send an e-mail to pdavis@splno.org.
Follow us @splno
Facebook: St. Paul Lutheran School, Marigny
www.splno.com





October 2014
Board Meeting
October 1, 7 pm,
Room 254 at the Healing Center
Meet the Neighbors
October 8, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Venue TBD
General Meeting
October 20, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street
NONPAC MEETINGS
5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 3900 N. Claiborne
8th District — 2nd Thursday
6 pm, location varies between 334 Royal
and the Healing Center
FREE FUN
St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com
Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm,
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street
If you have an event for the calendar
please send it to John Gutekunst at
editor@faubourgmarigny.org
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BOARD MEMBERS

Meet the Neighbors

Miles Swanson, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org
Alexandre Vialou, Vice President: AlexV@faubourgmarigny.org

Last month’s Meet the Neighbors was hosted by
Affordable Healing Arts, in the Healing Center, Suite
220 (upstairs). The various practitioners are independent
and set their own rates and schedules. They provided
guests with a terrific potluck in their lovely office suite.
September’s venue is still up in the air. If you have a
suggestion for a venue email us at
info@faubourgmarigny.org.

Ken Caron, Treasurer: treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Lisa Suarez, Past President: LisaS@faubourgmarigny.org
Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary:
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
John Gutekunst, Newsletter Ed.: JohnG@faubourgmarigny.org
Peter Horjus: PeterH@faubourgmarigny.org
Dave Hurlbert: DaveH@faubourgmarigny.org

COMMITTEES
Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Volunteer
Education
Caroling
Walking Tour
Home Tour
Community Outreach
Washington
Hospitality
Crime Prevention
Square Park
Membership
Development
Web Site
Neighborhood
Frenchmen
Zoning
Special Projects
Fundraising

Affordable Healing Arts

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Do You Receive
Our Weekly E-Blast?
FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with
important news about what’s happening in the
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that
you need to know! To sign up for this service, email
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your
email settings to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org as
an approved sender or add it to your contact list.

Did you ever
wonder who these people are?
Find out at the next Meet your Neighbors!
And if you have a favorite place in the neighborhood
that you think would be interested in hosting an
upcoming event, let us know by emailing
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

September
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Meet the Candidates
We have an excellent choice of candidiates vying to fill vacant slots on the Board this year.

Matt Del Vecchio

Carol Gnaidy

Hi, my name is Matt Del
Vecchio. I live on St. Roch
and N. Rampart, my partner
and I bought our home here
eight years ago after falling for
the neighborhood’s history,
character, and charm. I’m
running for the board because
I feel the city is applying
increasing pressure to
Matt Del Vecchio
commercialize the neighborhood
without taking the necessary
precautions to sustain the neighborhood we already
love — like pushing out-of-scale developments, and lax
enforcement of quality-of-life issues. So I’d like to help
ensure residential interests are looked out for, while we
continue to make smart decisions about our growth.
I run my own software company, specializing in law
enforcement and public safety software. The NOPD
and the N.O. Police & Justice Foundation are among my
clients, so I have some experience in city operations. I
also offer the board strong organizational and IT skills.
I’ve volunteered for the FMIA on many occasions, from
IT to home tours. I’m looking forward to adding my
energy to the board and continuing the work of this
already effective organization.
Also, I clean the storm drains.

My name is Carol Gnaidy and
I am seeking a position on the
FMIA Board because I feel I can
contribute positively to the future
of the Marigny. I am a native
New Orleanian, I’ve lived in my
home on St. Roch for ten years,
and I also own rental property on
Burgundy Street.
I’ve been an FMIA member
Carol Gnaidy
since 2004. My volunteer work
includes serving many times as a walking tour guide and
publicist for Fete Marigny. I also coordinated this year’s
Home Tour (featuring several of the neighborhood’s
licensed Bed and Breakfast establishments), provided
media relations, and spearheaded an outreach campaign.
Beyond attracting tour patrons and generating press the
campaign helped build awareness and attendance for the
FMIA/VCPORA Illegal Short Term Rentals Information
Session.
My background includes 13 years as Director of Public
Relations for Delgado Community College, non-profit
Board of Directors experience with the Advertising Club
of New Orleans, and I was executive director of the New
Orleans Film Society 1996 - 2000, raising money and
producing the N.O. Film Festival.
I feel very fortunate to live in the Marigny and love its
character, diversity, and history. I believe in sensible
and sensitive development that is not at the expense of
people who live and work here.

Matt Easley

I moved to the Marigny from
Baton Rouge in 1977, eventually
buying a Creole Cottage on
Dauphine Street in 1988.
Although the city was in pretty
bad shape at the time, I decided
to put down roots permanently.
The turnaround which began
in the 70’s, and the positive
changes in only the last few
Matt Easley
years, have made my decision
a
smart one.
I look forward to serving, and have seen enough good
decisions made to know what’s expected. A friend told
me the other night that he was surprised to see just how
much thought goes into the important decisions the
board has to make. That gives me lots of hope for the
future of FMIA.

September

Turner’s Foundation Repairs
Repair Sills, Joists, Piers, Etc.

Robert Turner
Owner Manager

914 N. Dupre Street
(504) 239-4624

8

NOLA 70119
turnerfoundation@bellsouth.net
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Kash Schriefer

Lisa Suarez

My wife Anna (born in NO) and I
live in our home in the Rectangle.
I am from Abbeville in Acadiana
and later finished a few degrees
in Lafayette. I retired last year
after 31+ years spent as a federal
wildlife criminal investigator.
I’ve utilized my experience in
regulatory enforcement and
public safety to serve the last few
Kash Schriefer
years as FMIA Crime Prevention
Chair.
I love the Marigny most for its history. I have attended
many board meetings and studied the bylaws and
articles of incorporation to learn about board service.
I treat all who deal with FMIA with respect while not
compromising the integrity of our historic neighborhood.
Crime is an important issue but is usually surpassed
I believe day to day by zoning, blight and parking
concerns. Wise people in FMIA once helped enact well
reasoned zoning to keep the Marigny historic while
still providing for a proper mix of residences and
businesses. The neighborhood is living history and we
must diligently guard its character or lose what makes
it historically appealing. With your vote, I will work on
the board with all in a transparent manner to keep the
Marigny the Marigny.

I have lived in Marigny since
1991, joining FMIA in 1993.
Elected to the Board in 2001, I
served as Membership Chair for
2 years, President 2003-4, when
the Frenchmen St. Overlay was
established.
I was not able to serve beyond
those years, having retired from
one profession to begin another,
Lisa Suarez
acquiring a 2nd house on Chartres
St, and running an art business with Dr. Bob in Bywater.
Post Katrina I volunteered for a number of FMIA events,
docent for House Tours, the 2010 Community Advisory
group for The Plan for the 21st Century, and the “Size
Matters” campaign of 2011-12. In 2012 I asked the Board
if I could act as a Liaison between FMIA and Bywater
Neighborhood Association attending several Zoning
Meetings.
This past year I was appointed as Past President and
Zoning Chair. I am running for an elected position on the
Board, hoping to serve the community more effectively.
My belief is that as a Historic District we are protected
by the Federal Designation AND the Master Plan. I am
pro sensitive development, with the understanding it is a
privilege to build in our community, and developers are
either pro Historic Preservation...or they’re not.

Embracing those most in need for 29 years…

Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing on
wellness, providing housing and offering important support services.

September
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Voting Verification Policy:
In accordance with the Bylaws of the Association, there
are two type of members, voting and nonvoting. To be
eligible to vote a member must have paid their dues 30
days before the vote and either live within the boundaries
of the neighborhood or have a business within the
boundaries of the neighborhood. To verify the domicile of
a voting member the following policy has been created.
Members must verify their domicile at each vote. This may
be done by producing the following documents. (Note:
The name on the identification must match the name in FMIA
membership records.)

Business:
1. The current year’s occupation license for the
business
AND
2. If the license is issued in the name of a business or
corporation (including LLC’s), a document verifying
that the person is authorized to represent the
business (organizing documents, Secretary of State’s
Annual Report, letter from officer of the company)
AND
3. A document verifying the Person’s Identity: a valid,
government issued ID (driver’s license, passport,
military ID, State issued ID)

Organizations:
1. A copy of the current year’s Secretary of State’s
Annual Report
AND
2. A document verifying the Person’s Identity : a valid,
government issued ID (driver’s license, passport,
military ID, State issued ID)

Individuals:
1. A document verifying the Person’s Identity: a valid,
government issued ID with the Faubourg Marigny
property address (driver’s license, military ID, State
Issued ID)
OR
2. A document verifying the Person’s Identity: a valid,
government issued ID (driver’s license, passport,
military ID, State issued ID)
AND
3. A document verifying the person’s Address (must
contain the person’s name and Faubourg Marigny
address). Shall include but is not limited to the
following illustrative list: A service bill (water,
electricity/gas, telephone, internet, television), Voter
Registration Card, W2, bank statement.
Any question of voting rights will be determined by the
Board of Directors as prescribed in Section 1.B.1 of the
Bylaws.
September
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New Retail is Popping Up On St. Claude
By Jonathan Rhodes, St. Claude Main Street Volunteer Board President
St. Claude is kicking off the fall season with a new retail
presence on the Avenue. A total of ten retailers were
selected to participate in the six month-long program,
which is funded in part by a grant from the Greater New
Orleans Foundation. The first two retailers, who will
launch the program September 4, 2014, will be Blissett
Textiles and Frontier. The entrepreneurs will set up
shop inside the Bywater Art Gallery at 3700 St. Claude
Avenue.
Blissett Textile (www.blissetttextile.com) is comprised
of a team of textile, product and fashion designers. The
company will feature interiors, accessories and apparel
on natural fabrics using eco-friendly dyes.
Frontier, (www.matternola.com) a group of local
designers, will be showcasing their indie creativity
through unique soaps, satchels, books, magazines,
stationery, home goods, handbags, and perfume.
Frontier allows New Orleans design entrepreneurs to
share in the overhead costs and overlapping marketing
needs necessary for a brick and mortar shop, so the
pop-up program represents a natural progression for
Frontier’s Tippy Tippens.
Additional pop-up retailers that will be “popping up”
in the Bywater Art Gallery Space and other locations

September

along St. Claude Avenue include: Lovers Not Biters,
and Restrung Jewelry (November-December); Miss
Karet, The Vintage Commune, and Dynamo (January –
February).
Three pop-up food retailers will also be participating in
the program: EmpanadaNOLA, Koreole, and Laurel’s
Licks Ice Cream. Dates and locations are TBD.
The inaugural pop-up retailers’ grand opening will be
Thursday, September 4th. Happy Shopping!
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What’s all the Hoopla at the Library?
By Adele Marrs, Assistant Manager, Alvar Branch, New Orleans Public Library
Happy September to everyone! We had a wonderful
turnout for our zine library opening party last month
and are so grateful to everyone who participated.
The readings and performances were great and
we’ve had many inquiries about donating zines to
the collection since. We do accept donations anytime
and if you have zines that you would like to see in
our collection but don’t want to give up, we can make
photocopies and get them right back to you! We are
also open to comments and suggestions regarding the
organization and accessibility of our zine library.
Throughout the school year, we will continue to
offer a story time and craft every Saturday at 10:30
am. Additionally, we gladly offer special story times
and library tours, complete with introductions to our
abundance of scholarly resources, to school groups.
Neighborhood teachers, please contact us to set up a tour
or visit. Furthermore, this Fall we will be holding a back
to school festival with book-themed games, treats, and
prizes, in our garden. Stop by or call us at 596-2667 for
more information.

September

As you may know, we have many electronic resources,
from downloadable music and movies, to audiobooks,
eBooks, and databases. This month we will be
introducing a new e-resource to our collection called
Hoopla. Hoopla will allow anyone with a library card to
check out e-audiobooks and movies immediately. The
materials can be downloaded to a variety of devices and
never require a hold to be placed. Please inquire next
time you visit us and don’t forget that every Thursday
from 11 am until 1 pm we offer free computer tutoring.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes: August 6, 2014
President Miles Swanson called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm
Board Members Present: Miles Swanson, Gretchen Bomboy, Peter Horjus,
Ken Caron, Alex Vialou, John Gutekunst
Board Members Absent: Dave Hurlburt, Lisa Suarez
Announcements: Miles announced that Bill Walker has tendered his resignation from the FMIA Board.
Guest Speaker: Nathali Jordi spoke on the progress of the proposed hotel
in the Sts. Peter and Paul Church property. She has sent informational
letters to adjacent properties, feedback from neighbors has so far been
mostly neutral. She intends to reach out to legal B & Bs in the area. They
will hold NPP meetings for the project at the church 8/12 and 8/14 at
7 pm. Zoning would have to be changed from HMR-3 to HMC-2. Alex
noted that the neighborhood has a bias against spot zoning which sets a
precedent, why is this not a precedent?
President’s Report: none
Election Nominations: Four positions on the Board are open this year.
The nominating committee has nominated Matt Easley, Matt Del Vecchio,
Carol Gnaidy and Craig Nero. Lisa Suarez will be cycling off the Board as
Past-President and will be replaced by Gene Cizek.

f. Washington Square Park: Gretchen suggested we create a conservancy like Lafayette park to raise funds for the park. This will be discussed at the next meeting. It was decided that new benches for the park
would be too expensive, but it would be a good idea to relocate some of
the existing benches to the play area where they are needed.
g. Bastille day celebration: We took in $81 before expenses
h. Fete Marigny: None
i. Three people have taken advantage of the second round of FMIA
crime camera program
ii. We will put together a letter of support for NOPD as well as a form
letter for people in the neighborhood to use
j. Frenchmen: Bamboula’s and Festival Hall Theater are both applying for permanent liquor licenses. This is scheduled to go before the CPC
on 9/9, but will likely be postponed. FMIA will send a letter in opposition.

Old business:

Cafe Istanbul: Gretchen said we have sent a letter to the lawyer who was
recommended, he is out of town at the moment but when he returns we
will meet with him.
Megabus: No new information
CPC will be reviewing the Robert’s proposal next week. We will have
someone at the hearing to offer our support.
St Roch market: LaunchPad is being courted as operator for this building. Current status is waiting on the City’s Lease agreement and finalizing
how the vendor selection will be handled. The St. Roch groups wish to
have as many locals as possible participate in the project.

Administration

1. Approvals by email:
a. Motion to subscribe to the Lens, 6/24/14
Voting in favor: Lisa, John, Peter and Ken. The motion was tabled until
the cost can be ascertained. For the record Miles objected to the proposal
b. Motion to file for Entergy grant: This was done too late to file the
paperwork.
c. Motion by Ken to amend the Dan Johnson quote to do a review of
the FMIA books to $4,000, 7/21/14;
Passed with six votes.
d. Motion by Gretchen to join the healing center for mailing list news,
7/24/14:
Passed with five votes.
e. Motion to send a letter to the Healing center concerning proposed
live music on the roof of the Healing center during the Anba Dlo event:
Passed with five votes, the letter was sent.
2. Treasurer’s Report: We have the laptop with the FMIA Quickbooks,
Ken will make a copy to send to the accountant for the Audit/Financial
review
3. Committee Reports:
a. Newsletter & Communication: Chris Costello has renewed the
FMIA website domain registration for one year
b. Marigny Green: None
c. Membership: None
d. Blight: Gretchen said we need to get more active about blight in the
neighborhood. Alex said blight is decreasing. He will put together photos
of blighted properties to present to the PRC in October.
e. Parking: None

Zoning -draft CZO:

Alex created a chart showing proposed modifications to the Draft CZO
that concern Faubourg Marigny, the changes requested by FMIA and
outcomes. Many of the changes requested by FMIA were adopted in the
new version. Those not consistent with the FMIA position included zoning changes to 1431 Royal, 1913 Royal and 734 Touro. There is also confusion over the “Enhancement Corridors” on Elysian Fields/St. Claude,
N. Rampart/St. Claude, St. Roch/St. Claude. It is unclear if this involves
height bonuses. Nick Suarez will continue to research this and report to
the Board. Alex will update his chart and it will be posted to the FMIA
website.

New business:

Bicycle racks: we need to talk to the city concerning where the City plans
to place bicycle racks before we purchase the ones we voted to buy.. Miles
will follow up.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.

Brian M. Bégué

Attorney at Law
2127 Dauphine Street
New Orleans, La. 70116
504 944-8443
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes: August 18, 2014
President Miles Swanson called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm

presence of state troopers recently. He said that there are still a few security camera grants available. He also mentioned that the Frenchmen Street
merchants may be close to agreeing on an extra security detail for the
three blocks of Frenchmen.

New Faces

Lisa and Jeff Shattuck on Mandeville St., Alvin Rice from Dauphine St.
National Performance Network
Sage from the National Performance Network gave a presentation on
their plans for the building at 1024 Elysian Fields Ave. They call it Arts
Estuary 1024, and have taken a 20 year lease on the building. They support national and local artists and arts organizations. They will be offering
affordable office space, four organizations have already signed up to lease
administrative space. There will be office space and meeting rooms available for rent. They plan to open in October.

Draft CZO

Discussion began on the proposed draft CZO. According to Miles our biggest concern has been the riverfront overlay. The new CZO leaves height
of everything in Marigny at 50ft, but that is not the case in Bywater.
As to extending the Residential Diversity Overlay (RDO) to the Triangle,
FMIA agreed to this change once “Standard Restaurant” was removed.
Mardi Gras Zone
FMIA opposed the zoning change to HMC 1
Franklin Street
will remain commercial
Nodes
The concept of nodes was abandoned
Enhancement Corridors
Miles stated that these have to do with design standards, and do not
include height bonuses. Nick Suarez said he believes the language in
the CZO allows for 25 foot height bonuses within these enhancement
corridors. Miles has asked him to find the language and bring it to our
attention.

Single-use plastic bags

Max Ciolino then spoke about his goal of banning single-use plastic bags
by retail (plastic grocery bags). He circulated a petition around the room
(based on those used by other cities) to gather support from those in attendance. He said that a typical family uses 1,500 bags per year at a cost
of $30.

Mardi Gras Zone

Miles talked about Mardi Gras Zone’s desire to have their zoning changed
to HMC 1, which would allow them to operate 24 hours per day and sell
alcohol. He said that he had invited their representative Morris Kahn to
speak, but he has not shown up. He asked if anyone had attended the NPP
meeting held by Mardi Gras Zone. Some in attendance who had said that
Morris Kahn showed up 45 minutes late for the one hour NPP meeting.
Most, but not all in the audience expressed opposition to the proposal.
Morris Kahn did then appear and engaged the membership in debate over
the issue. They will be going before CPC on September ninth.
Sts. Peter and Paul Nathali Jordi, proposing a hotel at the Sts. Peter and
Paul property spoke about her plans. She has gone thorough various
outreach steps, including NPP meetings. Plans for the property includes
no demolition, no new buildings and no breaking up of the church into
smaller units. She said that alternatives to the hotel include its current
blighted condition or condominiums. They are putting together a statement of commitments in order to reassure the neighborhood that they will
be good neighbors. Some in the audience brought up issues of increased
traffic from taxis and cars and noise from events in the church. Also a
concern about parking was mentioned.
Security Kash Shriefer, Security Committee Chairman, spoke on the
decrease in number of NOPD officers. He said that there has been a

Public Hearings

The city will be holding public hearings on the CZO, the Board believes
these meetings should be postponed to allow more time for people to digest the complexities of the CZO, and will be sending a letter to this effect,
as well as asking other neighborhood organizations to sign on the letter.
Lisa Suarez stated that we need to hold an emergency Zoning Committee
meeting to prepare for this. She said that no Zoning Committee Meetings
were allowed since March 31, and she had sent letters in May and July
requesting them. Miles then declared the Board would put one together.
Donna Wakeman said that we need to turn out en masse at CPC like we
did during the “Size Matters” campaign.
John Andrews from Neighbors First Bywater spoke briefly on how his
organization was formed to push back against the Bywater Neighborhood
Association, which had been taken over by developers. They are looking
to keep the CPC from changing zoning to allow more density in Bywater.
They have fought against allowing height bonuses and look forward to
working with the FMIA in the future.

Nominations for the Board

Four positions are open for FMIA Board, The nominating committee had
nominated Carol Gnaidy, Matt Easley, Matt Del Vecchio, and Craig Nero,
who has declined to run. Gene Cizek will be taking over the past-president spot from Lisa Suarez. Elections will be held next month.
There were two nominations from the floor, for Lisa Suarez and Kash
Schriefer.
Luke Hoar de Galvan said that he will soon be holding meeting to plan the
next Fete Marigny to be held October 26. All are welcome.
Meeting adjourned at 9 pm

St. Anna’s Episcopal Church Food Pantry
We are looking for donations of food for St. Anna’s Food Pantry.
Donations are distributed to those in need on a monthly basis.
Canned fruit & vegetables, peanut butter, small bags of rice are
just a few suggested items. A convenient drop off point is at the
address noted below.

The Friendly Bar
2301 Chartres
Contact: Don Dubay 504-458-0510
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Join the FMIA!

MEMBERSHIPSTATUS:

New 

Renewal

______________________________________________________________________________________

RESIDENTMEMBERSHIPS: Individual:$15.00 
    SeniorIndividual:$5.00

Household(2votes):$20.00
SeniorHousehold(2votes):$10.00

 Name#1____________________________Phone:______________EͲmail:______________________
Name#2____________________________Phone:______________EͲmail:______________________
PropertyinMarignyAddress______________________________________________ZIP____________
Homeowner:yesnoLandlordName:______________________________________________
Address:__________________________City:________________________State:____ZIP_____________
Phone:____________________________EͲMAIL:___________________________________________
 ________________________________________ OR ______________________________________________ 

NONͲRESIDENTPROPERTYOWNER:OneIndividualwithvotingprivilege$15.00
NameofVOTINGPropertyOwner:_______________________________
PropertyinMarignyAddress___________________________________________ZIP_______________
MailingAddress______________________________________State___________ZIP_______________
Phone:_____________________________EͲMAIL:__________________________________________
 __________________________________________OR_____________________________________________ 

NON–RESIDENTBUSINESSOWNER:OneIndividualwithvotingprivilege,$25.00
Name:___________________________________
NameofBusiness:_____________________________________________________________________
PropertyinMarignyAddress___________________________________________ZIP_______________
MailingAddress______________________________________State___________ZIP_______________
Phone_______________________EͲMAIL_________________________________________________

NewsletterbyU.S.MailNewsletterbyEͲMailWillingtovolunteerReceiveweeklyEblast
MakecheckspayabletoFMIAandmailto2401BurgundyStreet,Box10NewOrleans,LA70117

September

15

2014

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association
2401 Burgundy Street Box 10
New Orleans, LA 70117
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Meet the Neighbors Night — Wednesday, 9/10/14
General Meeting — Monday, 9/15/14
Find us at
facebook.com/theFMIA.
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