
FA
UB

OURG MARIGNY

MPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIOI N
www.FaubourgMarigny.org

Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Volume 43, No 4 May, 2014

Continued on page 2

Washington Square Park Update
By John Gutekunst, FMIA Newsletter Editor

Washington Square Park is an important part of 
Faubourg Marigny. While located in the Triangle, it is a 
main focal point of the 
entire neighborhood, 
including the 
Rectangle. It often 
hosts the numerous 
neighborhood activities 
including Home Tours, 
Christmas Caroling, etc.
Parks and Parkways 
is responsible for 
maintenance in passive 
parks. These are parks 
that have no organized 
sports or other 
activities. Such parks 
include Washington 
Square Park and 
Jackson Square. Parks 

and Parkways cuts the grass, cleans up leaf litter and 
sprays for buckmoth caterpillars. They also unlock 
the park each morning and lock it at night. Standard 
operating hours for Parks and Parkway parks are 8:00 
am until sunset.
The FMIA has provided the trash cans that you see in 
the park. The FMIA along with the Greater New Orleans 
Foundation have provided the benches. The FMIA  has 
plans to fi nish  purchasing the balance of the benches 
before Fete Marigny. It is the responsibility of anyone 
who uses the park to use those trash cans, unfortunately 

some people do not. A special shout out 
to Donnie Law, chief mechanic at Bicycle 
Michael’s, and Bobby Moffett who can 
be seen almost every day volunteering to 
picking up the trash left by others. If you 
see Donnie or Bobby one morning please 
pass along your appreciation for their 
work!

This may be your 

Last Newsletter!
If you haven’t paid your FMIA Dues you may 

be removed from our mailing list.

Rejoin Today!
See page 19 of this newsletter 
or go to faubourgmarigny.org

Meeting Request on Illegal 
Short Term Rentals

The FMIA sent a letter on April 15 to Andy Kopplin, 
Chief Administrative Offi cer for the City of New 
Orleans, asking for meeting to address the issue of 
illegal short term rentals. 
Please see page three for full text of the letter.
As of publication of this newsletter, the city has 
not responded, even after repeated phone calls and 
widespread media attention.  
The FMIA is planning a city wide informational session 
and calls for the city to take action against illegal short 
term rentals The meeting will be held on May 20 at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street. 

42nd Annual FMIA Spring Home Tour – May 18
See page 7 for details
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Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg 
Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profi t, 
all-volunteer organization committed to the preservation of 
the unique architectural and cultural heritage of our historic 
district, and to improving the quality of life in our diverse 
community. Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do 
not necessarily refl ect the offi cial views of the FMIA, its Board 
or its members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of 
any business advertised in its newsletter. Contents of Les Amis 
de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint any of the 
newsletter, including photographs and original artwork, must 
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.

Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with topics 
of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. 
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions including 
editorial and advertising content. Submissions must be 
received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in the next 
month’s issue. Send contributions to: FMIA Newsletter, 2401 
Burgundy St., Box 10, NOLA 70117 or 
editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 

The newsletter is published each month except August 
and January. Back issues are available online at www.
faubourgmarigny.org.

Design & Layout by GK Productions, Inc.
Printing by Safeguard Business Systems

The newsletter is now accepting classifi ed ads. Personals, 
however, are not being accepted. 
Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classifi ed Rates: $5.00 per 
each 25 words.

Commercial Advertising

Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)
Full 
Page

1/2 
Page

1/4 
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$110 $55 $40 $25

Non-
Member

$113 $58 $43 $28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)
Full 
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$90 $45 $30 $18

Non-
Member

$93 $48 $33 $21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.

All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month 
for publication in the next month’s issue. For information 
regarding advertising, contact the business manager at ads@
faubourgmarigny.org.

A D V E R T I S I N G

Classifi eds Now Available

About the Newsletter

Washington Square Park continued from page 1

There are currently many pressing issues within the park 
that need to be addressed:

• Drainage 
Drainage is a major problem, as anyone who has 
walked in the park after a rainstorm can attest. The 
last time this problem was addressed was about six 
years ago after a Christmas-season storm inundated 
the park. The fl ooding in the park dates back 30 
years and has never been thoroughly investigated.

• The Fence
Another problem is the wrought iron fence 
surrounding the park. It is believed the fence dates 
to 1860. Due to subsidence of the ground, much of 
the fence is in danger of toppling unless repairs are 
made to the foundation, especially of the interior 
braces. The sections most in need of repair are along 
the Frenchmen and Dauphine Street sides. This has 
also created a problem for the Frenchmen-Dauphine 
Street gate making it inoperable. 

• Lighting 
Lighting is possibly the most pressing problem. As 
of now none of the lights in the park are working, 
both in the interior and perimeter. Many of the 
light fi xtures are in need of repair, but in reality 
the whole wiring system needs to be replaced, 
which means digging up the ground and sidewalks 
—  no small task. Public Works is supposed to 
be assessing the lighting situation, but there is 
currently no money to repair them in the Parks and 
Parkways Budget.

Of course it always comes down to money — there is 
no capital for Washington Square Park. To properly 
capitalize the park more then $200,000 maybe needed. 

Making that 
money available 
is at least a 
three to fi ve 
year process: a 
capital plan has 
to be written, 
City Council 
has to approve, 
then there is a  
bonding process 
for fi nancing. 
For example, the 
bond issue that 

was used to create the children’s play area in the park 
took ten years. 
The Frenchmen Marigny Triangle Business Association 
is planning a benefi t fundraiser this year for the park. 
Though only in the planning stage at this point, it is 
hoped it can be held to coincide with Bastille Day in 
July. Anyone wishing to get involved should email Tim 
at tim@bicyclemichaels.com
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Dear Mr. Kopplin:

My name is Miles Swanson, and I am the president of the Faubourg Marigny Improvement 
Association.  I’m writing to request a meeting with you to discuss the spread of illegal 
short-term rentals and what we might do help the city stem this tide.  
Recently, our group’s Zoning Committee met to discuss a variety of issues, including illegal 
short-term rentals.  When that agenda item came up, our residents were very upset and 
very vocal.  It seems that virtually every block in the Marigny have multiple houses that are 
now illegally rented out to overnight and weekend guests.  In fact, on the next block over 
from me on Mandeville Street, an out of town homeowner kicked out a long term elderly 
tenant to make more room for his illegal short term rental business. The entire house, four 
units, is now short term weekend rentals. This is in addition to the three other house on 
that same block that are also illegal short term rentals.  Understandably, the proliferation 
of illegal short term rentals exacerbate quality of life  issues such as noise and trash, result 
in increased rental prices, and damage the integrity of the neighborhood.  Recent local and 
national press coverage have brought these problems to the forefront of neighborhood 
discussion and concern.
This problem is not, of course, limited to the Marigny.  We have all watched as our 
neighbors in the French Quarter have suffered the same corrosion of their residential base 
in part due to this practice. And now, there are reports of such activity in Treme, Uptown, 
Faubourg St. John, the Garden District, Carrollton, and beyond.  The residents of these 
neighborhoods do not want their neighborhoods to be eroded and hollowed out through 
this practice. 
We want to help.  The FMIA, along with additional neighborhood organizations such as 
VCPORA, is organizing an informational session tentatively scheduled for the week of May 
19th, to share with affected neighbors, neighborhood associations, and prospective short-
term rental operators across the city what the rules are, what constitutes a legal short-term 
rental, the various permitting and zoning rules that apply, and what to do about illegal 
short-term rentals.
We would very much like to meet with you in advance of this meeting, to get your input, 
and talk about your offi ce designating a point person to help citizens deal with this issue.  
(It’s my understanding that you, as Chief Administrative Offi cer, have the power to appoint 
someone to be responsible for tackling this problem - Sec. 54-491.1).  What a win-win it 
would be if our information session was a venue of announcing an invigorated effort by the 
city to enforce the laws on illegal short-term rentals!
I’ll call your offi ce to follow up, and appreciate your consideration of this request.

 Sincerely,
 Miles W. Swanson, President, FMIA

Dear Mr Kopplin:
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Following the successful lead of other neighborhood 
associations, the FMIA board has voted to award grants 
to residents or businesses to assist in the installation of 
private security cameras. The board decided to make 
limited grants available to those wishing to participate:

• SafeCamNOLA 
is the most 
economical, and 
the individual 
has ownership over what they have recorded. It’s 
recorded to a home DVR. 

• ProjectNola which 
has a centralized 
recording and 
monitoring. 

People can chose either program, and the FMIA will pay 
up to $100 installation. ProjectNola installed cameras, or 
any other installed camera system can be registered with 
SafeCamNOLA.  
SafeCam NOLA (safecamnola.com) originated in the 
French Quarter under the name SafeCams8. It has been 
one of that neighborhood’s most important tools for 
crime solving. Due to this success, the program has now 
gone citywide under the new name - SafeCam NOLA.
Under SafeCam NOLA, owners of individual security 
cameras are the day-to-day sole viewers of video footage 
captured by their cameras. Participating in SafeCam 
NOLA requires the camera owner register their cameras 
with NOPD and allow NOPD to view video footage only 
if requested to help solve a nearby crime if NOPD asks 
for access to the footage. 
Time is critical in criminal investigations. By registering 
private cameras with SafeCam NOLA, our local police 
can quickly determine private camera locations near a 
crime. Read the details at safecamnola.com. 

The ten grants of $100 each can be obtained by contacting 
FMIA Crime Prevention Chair Kash Schriefer at 
noncnile@yahoo.com or 318-355-0619. The grant covers 
the installation cost up to $100, but not the purchase 
price of cameras and accompanying hardware. Kash 
will visit your home or business in the Marigny to view 
your site before your camera installation. Then grant 
participants will keep all receipts relating to camera 
installation and contact Kash again where he will drop 
by a fi nal time to verify the camera installation. FMIA 
will then issue a check of up to $100 to the grant recipient 
which generally covers costs of all labor for most security 
camera installations. 
Individuals are free to buy cameras from any source 
they wish and use any installer. However as before, 
either Larry Lane (safecams8@aol.com) or Robert 
Simms (robertsimms@cox.net) can be contacted to share 
information on obtaining and installing cameras. These 
two men, working solely as volunteers, established the 
now nationally recognized system which was initiated in 
the French Quarter. 

SafeCamNOLA.com

ProjectNOLA.com

FMIA to Award Ten - $100 Security Camera Grants in Marigny 
By Kash Schriefer, FMIA Crime Prevention Chair
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Board Meeting
May 7, 7 pm, 
Room 256 at the Healing Center 

Meet the Neighbors
May 14, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Venue TBD
General Meeting
May 19, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

June 2014

Board Meeting
June 4, 7 pm, 
Room 256 at the Healing Center 

Meet the Neighbors
June 11, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Venue TBD
General Meeting
June 16, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

NONPAC MEETINGS

5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 4015 Burgundy Street

8th District — 2nd Thursday
6 pm, location varies between 334 Royal 
and the Healing Center

FREE FUN 

St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com

Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm, 
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street

If you have an event for the calendar 
please send it to John Gutekunst at 

editor@faubourgmarigny.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTSHapp’ns in the ‘hood
 Frenchmen Marigny Triangle 
Business Association

The Frenchmen 
Marigny Triangle 
Business Association 
consists of 
businesses operating 
on Frenchmen 
Street.  Tim Eskew, 
Business Manager 
of Bicycle Michael’s 
on Frenchmen, 
said that this is the 
fi rst time the many 
responsible owners of businesses have worked together 
as a group to address issues, such as installing crime 
cameras, trash cans, increased parking for bicycles and 
Washington Square Park Improvements.

Washington Square Park
Vandalism, graffi ti, public urination, and other crimes 
are often seen happening in Washington Square Park.  
What do you do if you see illegal activities going on in 
the park (or anywhere else for that matter)? CALL THE 
POLICE. It’s important that everyone who cares about 
the quality of life in Faubourg Marigny get involved and 
not just leave it up to a few brave souls.

St. Claude Main Street Honored
St. Claude Main Street has received the Main Street 
Award which recognizes the best efforts made to 
highlight and cultivate Louisiana’s rich cultural 
resources. The award was presented by the Offi ce of 
Cultural Development at the Louisiana Culture Awards 
on April 22.

Noise Ordinance 
City Council deadlocked over the controversial noise 
ordinance. Council President Head was absent for 
the vote, causing a three to three tie. The issue will go 
before a somewhat different council, as Jackie Clarkson, 
Cynthia Hedge-Morrell and Kristin Gisleson Palmer will 
no longer be on the council.

Police Crime Walks
The New Orleans Police Department is once again 
holding monthly anti-crime walks in various 
neighborhoods throughout the city. You can go to 
nola.gov/nopd for details.
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On many days recently there has been a haze and very 
bad odor in the Marigny raising concern about the air 
quality. I know that our neighborhood is impacted by the 
refi neries, chemical plants and industries located along 
the river. 
However, last Friday as my company and I were 
preparing to go to French Quarter Festival, there was 

a terrible smell 
permeating the 
house. Our eyes 
were watering and 
we experienced a 
burned taste in our 
mouth. 
Looking outside, 
there were 

huge grey plumes of smoke being released into the 
environment. I thought that this could be harmful, so I 
contacted the Louisiana Bucket Brigade (LBB) to learn 
what could be done to address this problem.
LBB is a not for profi t environmental health and justice 
organization that works with communities impacted by 
the state’s oil refi neries and chemical plants. Their vision 
is to have Louisiana a healthy and prosperous state. 

After speaking to Molly Brackin, 
the Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist for LBB, she 
informed me that we can submit as many reports to 
them as we are seeing, smelling or being affected by air 
pollution. 
The report(s) provides the organization with a public 
record of what the individuals are experiencing. Citizen 
reports create powerful and valuable data that can 
assist the change needed to create a safe and healthy 
environment.
How can you make a report if you are experiencing air 
pollution?

1. Call or text (504-272-07645) with your report — a 
description of your location, what you smell, see, 
hear and feel.

2. Send an email to report@labucketbrigade.org.

3. Submit an online form at map@labucketbrigade.
org. Your report can be anonymous by submitting 
a report to the Louisiana Bucket Brigade website 
(www.labucketbrigade.org) — you do not have to 
give your personal contact information.

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
and the federal Environmental Protection Agency often 
lack appropriate and consistent methods of monitoring 
air quality. With the information they receive LBB will 
be able to evaluate the data to assist that State agency in 
identifying sources of air pollution. 
If there is an environmental concern, the Louisiana 
Bucket Brigade will work with a group of community 
members to conduct hot spot monitoring with the EPA 
approved “bucket” tool to take air samples. Please be 
vigilant in participating in helping Louisiana become a 
safe and healthy state. 

Marigny Green News
By Deborah Oppenheim

Concerns About Air Quality

Project Lazarus helps heal and empower 
people living with HIV/AIDS 

by focusing on wellness, providing housing 
and offering important support services.

A place of renewal 
and triumph 

for people living with 
HIV/AIDS
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Miles Swanson, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org

Alexandre Vialou, Vice President: AlexV@faubourgmarigny.org

Ken Caron, Treasurer:  treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org

Lisa Suarez, Past President: LisaS@faubourgmarigny.org

Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary: 
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org

Bill Walker, Recording Secretary: 
BillW@faubourgmarigny.org

John Gutekunst, Newsletter Ed.:  JohnG@faubourgmarigny.org

Peter Horjus:  PeterH@faubourgmarigny.org

Dave Hurlbert: DaveH@faubourgmarigny.org

Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org

Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org

Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org

Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Caroling

Community Outreach
Crime Prevention

Development
 Frenchmen
Fundraising

Education
 Home Tour
 Hospitality
Membership

Neighborhood
Special Projects

Volunteer
Walking Tour
Washington 
Square Park

Web Site
Zoning

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

B O A R D  M E M B E R S

C O M M I T T E E S

Do You Receive 
Our Weekly E-Blast? 

FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with 
important news about what’s happening in the 
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that 
you need to know! To sign up for this service, email 
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your 
email settings to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org as 
an approved sender or add it to your contact list.

Did you ever 
wonder who these people are?
Find out at the next Meet your Neighbors!

And if you have a favorite place in the neighborhood 
that you think would be interested in hosting an 

upcoming event, let us know by emailing
editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 

The 42nd Annual 
FMIA Spring Home Tour 

The Spring Home Tour is scheduled for May 18, between 
noon and 4 pm.  Our focus this year will be legal B&B’s 
to highlight the problem we are having with illegal short 
term rentals.
This is a great opportunity to volunteer for two hours, 
and as a thank you for your volunteer time, you will 
receive a ticket to attend the Home Tour. To become a 
volunteer for this event email 

secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

Home Tour Artists Needed
For a $25 fee you may set up in Washington Square on 
May 18 from 10 am until 6 pm. 

There will be music, wine and food!
Occupational Licenses and a fi re extinguisher are 
required.  To receive an application email

secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

Free Showing of “Human Scale”
After the Home Tour, on Sunday, May 18 there will be 
a free showing of “Human Scale,” the documentary 
the Zoning Committee has made a part of the SIZE 
MATTERS campaign. See what the buzz is all about at

Indywood, 630 Elysian Fields, 
Sunday, May 18, 5 pm
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Hello friends! This month we would like to tell you 
about the many lovely programs we have for children 
and teens each week at Alvar. In addition to all of the 
captivating programs mentioned below, stay tuned for 
more information about our upcoming Summer Reading 
Program. This year the all-ages program will be science 
themed and, of course, fun-fi lled. 
First, we cordially 
invite you to attend 
our weekly Saturday 
morning story time 
with Ms. Charlotte. 
Join us at 10:30 am 
for stories followed 
by a craft or awesome 
activity. Recently, we’ve 
had a gardening day 
in which we planted 
sunfl owers, geraniums, 
and milkweed (to attract 
butterfl ies) in front of 
the library. 
We’ve also had an Earth 
Day celebration and 
a discussion and show 
and tell of currencies 
from around the world. 
Coming up on Saturday, May 3rd, is a Cinco de Mayo 
story time and craft. Come visit us and bring friends!
Additionally, bring friends and family to our brand new 
Saturday afternoon teen programs! Each week at 2 pm 
we will play games, learn obscure tricks and trivia, and 
generally have a wonderful time. To date, we’ve had a 
paper airplane fl ying contest and a board game day. On 
Saturday, May 3rd, free comic books will be given away 
to each participant.
On a Final note, we have a few programs for folks of all 
ages coming up that we think you should know about. 
First, on Saturday, May 3rd, at 2 pm we will host a 
poetry reading featuring Moose Jackson, Chuck Perkins, 
and Michael Quess Moore. 
Also, on Saturday, May 10th, at 2 pm we are excited to 
host local authors Jeremy Labadie and Argyle Wolf-
Knapp for a discussion of their book, New Orleans 
Beer: A Hoppy History of Big Easy Brewing. Lastly, this 
month’s Alvar Arts event will fall on Thursday, May 
15th, from 7 pm until 9 pm, and will feature musician 
Andy J. Forest. 
As always, all programs are free and open to the public. 
We can’t wait to see you soon!

Ms. Charlotte 
during a Saturday story time.

Programs at Alvar Library
By Adele Marrs, Assistant Manager, 
Alvar Branch, New Orleans Public Library

Howard L Alt, MD
Board Certified in Psychiatry

Integrative Psychotherapy, Psychopharmacology

2331 St. Claude Avenue
New Orleans, Louisiana 70117
312 371 8641
312 371 1403 (fax)
h-alt@northwestern.edu

Howard L Alt MD, SC

914 N. Dupre Street
(504) 239-4624

NOLA 70119
turnerfoundation@bellsouth.net

Turner’s Foundation Repairs
Repair Sills, Joists, Piers, Etc.

Robert Turner
Owner Manager
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Art Conscious
Picture Framing

over 25 years experience
located in the Schneider Paper 

Factory in the Bywater

www.artconsciousframing.com

pickup and delivery available
By appointment only

504-388-8325

Custom and contract framing

Supporting your neighborhood is a great way 
to help make the Marigny 

a great place to live, work and play.

April Meet the Neighbors was held at the Wasabi on 
Burgundy Street. Despite the road construction a large 
group showed up for 
conversation, drinks 
and terrifi c food 
courtesy of Wasabi 
including tempura 
onions and edamame.
Coming in May we’ll 
see, stay tuned.

Meet the Neighbors

Spanish Chickpeas with Kale

From the Kitchen of theFrom

1 bunch kale, stems removed and chopped
1 cup chickpeas, cooked
½  shallot
1 tbsp. tomato paste
Juice of 1⁄2 lemon 
2 tsp. balsamic vinegar 
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 tsp. smoked paprika
1 tbsp. olive oil 
Dash of sea salt and pepper

Heat olive oil in a large skillet over medium heat. 
Add shallot and sauté or 2 minutes. Add garlic and 
paprika and cook until fragrant, about 1 minute. 

Add chickpeas, salt, and pepper and cook until 
chickpeas begin to brown. Add vinegar, tomato 
paste, and then kale. Cook until kale is wilted, 
about 3-4 minutes. 

Remove from heat and add lemon juice. 
Serve warm.



 

BYWATER 
First Month Free with this AD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Directions: We are located at 3817 Chartres 
St., New Orleans, LA. 70117 on the corner of 
Chartres St and Alvar St.  Please contact our 
Manager Kai  at (504) 309-0011 to start 
your membership.         
***Only valid at this location with 12month 
or more agreement*** 

 

All Memberships Will Include: 
• Access to 2,300 locations Worldwide 
• Treadmills, Ellipticals, AMT’s, and   
   Stationary Bikes, with personal TV’s    
• Circuit, Free Weights, and Strength 
   Equipment 
• Private Showers 
• State of The Art Security 

Also Available: 

*  Personal Training 
*  TANNING 
 

         Club Manager: Kai 

 

 

* 
 

              
          

                                                                                                                      

     (504) 309-0011 3817 Chartres St 
New Orleans, LA. 70117 
(504) 309-0011  
www.anytimefitness.com 
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
December 4, 2013 

Meeting called to order at 7:06
Board Members present: Miles Swanson, Gretchen Bomboy, 
David Bess, Peter Horjus, Alex Vialou, Mark Malous, Lisa 
Suarez, John Gutekunst, William Walker
Board Members absent: None
Approvals by email:
Website redesign – 7 in favor
Motion to donate $500 for 2013 and 2014 to Fringe Festival 
– 7 in favor for 2013, 8 in favor for 2014
Donate $1200 to St. Paul’s – 5 in favor
A brief discussion about the current zoning in the neigh-
borhood ensued focusing on Habana Outpost and the 
Frenchmen Arts and Cultural Overlay. Peter moved to ac-
cept position on Arts and Cultural Overlay. Paul Kramer 
will still accept language for the CZO, and will send us a 
line by line comparison, if available when ready. Vote on 
this is deferred until the Marigny Business Alliance can 
weigh in. A motion was made to send a letter clarifying 
position on Habana Outpost, but since the hearing had al-
ready happened, again, no vote was taken.
Treasurers reports – Mark is currently trying to gather as 
much information as possible to determine the true amount 
of cash on hand. 

Newsletter – Motion to approve made by John, second by 
William Walker, unanimous approval. 
Website – A discussion took place regarding the redesign 
of the website. Need to reorganize data, get rid of out of 
date information, and get current information from all 
committees. 
Parking Committee – Ask Donna if the parking Committee 
should be folded in under the zoning committee. 
2242 St. Claude – A motion to support the project as pre-
sented by William Walker, second by David Bess.
For – William, Mark, John, David. Opposed – Lisa, 
Gretchen.
Marigny Business Alliance – Discussion of their formal or-
ganization. Bamboulas is not a part of the alliance. 
Zoning – Next meeting will be on December 9th.
Washington Square Park – Deborah Langenhoff sent in an 
email listing some of the issues that need to be repaired at 
the Park. She also believes that the small building is his-
toric. Bike racks for the park can be had at Bicycle Michaels 
for $375. 
Donations – The Board approved our annual donation of 
$1200 to St. Paul’s for use of the church. Motion by Gretchen 
to send $200 to Good Children and $200 to Lazarus House. 
Second by John, Unanimous approval.





13

FA
UB

OURG MARIGNY

MPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIOI N

May 2014

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm
Board Members present: Miles Swanson, Gretchen Bomboy, 
David Hurlbert, Peter Horjus, Alex Vialou, Ken Caron, Lisa 
Suarez, John Gutekunst, William Walker
Board Members absent: None
A presentation by Robért’s for the location at St. Claude 
and Elysian Fields. Robért’s is the owner of the property 
and will be the owner/operator of the store. Peter Traplin 
is the architect King Retail is doing the merchandising. 
The Claiborne store is not the model for all the Robért’s 
stores going forward. 
The process for claiming historic credits is at the start of the 
process right now. The designs that they have are only a 
starting point or placeholder. 
Robért’s has taken their plans to the ARC, HDLC, CPC, and 
the have a full ARC meeting on 3/20. 
The site will be fenced and landscaped. They will have 
21,000 sq/ft of grocery retail with an additional 10,000 for 
a retail tenant. Operating hours will be from 7am to 9pm. 
They are 23 spaces shy of grandfathered parking at 79 spac-
es. Because of the new retail, and construction, they will 
need a spot zone and conditional use. Again they will be 
going for historic and new market tax credits. They will 
be holding an NPP meeting on 3/18 at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 

Sarah Debacher and Rodney Gadois from the Holy Cross 
Neighborhood Association / appeared to speak asking for 
support in their opposition to the Perez APC Plans. 
The development originally started at 13 stories, now hav-
ing been scaled back to 7 stories. 
The fi rst step of their opposition was to meet with Tulane 
City Center for a planning session to understand the scope 
of the proposed plans. Tulane City Center came up with 
3 alternative site plans for this development whose scope 
would be agreeable to the site. They met with Stephen 
Massacco from Tulane.
They then had three meetings with Angela Byrne and the 
City of New Orleans. 
The site has mixed zoning as RD-3 and C1A. The proposal 
goes before the HDLC on 3/20.
Treasurer: There was discussion concerning an audit, se-
lection of an auditor, and the status of Income Taxes. Alex 
made a motion to fi le for an income tax extension. Peter 
second, unanimous approval.

Approvals by email: 
Motion for the purchase of updated Historic Markers made 
by Miles, John second, unanimous approval.
Motion to support the application for the parking waiver 
for the new Suhko Thai by Peter, second by Dave. For – 
John, William, Alex, Dave, Peter. Against – Lisa, Gretchen. 
Motion to approve February Minutes made by John, sec-
ond William, Unanimous approval.
Verbal motions made – Miles moved to send an eblast out to 
inform people about HDLC communications, Unanimous 
approval.
Alex asked that a blight list be added to the website so that 
it will be easier for people to track blight cases.
Lisa talked about the CPC NPP language. CPC staff is ap-
pealing to the City Council to approve their language. 

Washington Square Park
Fence repair, a fundraiser is being organized in conjunction 
with Bastille Day.

Home Tour
This event will take place on May 18th. Carol Gnaidy will 
be working on advertising, Lisa and Ken will be helping to 
organize. Gretchen moved to approve a budget of $1,600 
for this event. Unanimous approval.
Banners for Elysian Fields – This will be on the agenda for 
the next meeting.

Bastille Day
Decorations will be red, white, and blue. Alex will be orga-
nizing passive celebration ideas.
A motion was made by Miles to send a letter to support the 
Holy Cross Neighborhood Association against the Perez 
development. Gretchen 2nd, unanimous approval.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15.

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
March 12 2014 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. By Miles 
Swanson
Board Members present: Miles Swanson, Gretchen 
Bomboy, David Hurlbert, Peter Horjus, Alex Vialou, Ken 
Caron, Lisa Suarez, John Gutekunst
Board Members absent: Bill Walker
Guests: Gene Cizek, James Farr, Kash Schriefer
Miles announced that he had a meeting with Leslie Alley 
and Paul Cramer of the City Planning Commission to dis-
cuss the CZO and Riverfront Overlay. CPC staff is consid-
ering removing Riverfront Overlay in Marigny. They are 
asking FMIA to submit further refi nement to the comments 
in the next 2 weeks, and we will be discussing all our points 
via email.

Treasurer’s Report
We still need to fi nish getting our accounts together in or-
der to have an audit done. As far as taxes, Ken will fi nd 
out when our last year’s taxes were fi led, and will fi nd out 
what needs to be done this year so we do not lose our status 
as a non-profi t.

Committee Reports:

Newsletter & Communication: Nothing to report.

Marigny Green: Nothing to report.

Membership: Dave suggested having a marketing survey 
done to discover why people join or don’t join the FMIA. 

Gretchen said that we will be purging our membership 
list of people who have not rejoined since 2012. 

Parking: There was discussion concerning our support 
for parking requirements in HMC 1 and HMC2, and how 
the Robért’s  parking lot will be used after hours once the 
supermarket opens.

Zoning: Lisa gave a report on her most recent zoning 
meeting. She spoke about how vacation rentals are cost-
ing the city lost taxes. They also did their fi rst Frenchmen 
Street Stroll last week and will be doing another on 
Friday. Lisa also spoke on the HDLC inability to come to 
a decision concerning the riverfront development in Holy 
Cross.
A letter of support for Holy Cross neighborhood was dis-
cussed. Miles made a motion that we send the letter to City 
Council. Ken seconded, all voted yes, none opposed. It was 
proposed that the template letter be sent out in the eblast so 
members also have the opportunity to send it.
Blight: Alex reported that the hearing for the blighted prop-
erty at 2501 St Claude has been rescheduled. 

Washington Square Park: Ken reported that we are ready 
to repair the fences, but should also consider the light-
ing situation because it is very dark. Another problem is 
drainage, as the park was like a lake last week with the 

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
April 2, 2014 

Continued on page 16



16

FA
UB

OURG MARIGNY

MPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIOI N

May 2014

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes April 2, 2014 — continued from page 15

heavy rain. There was discussion of a fundraiser, possibly 
tied into Bastille Day. 

Fete Marigny: Luke Hoar de Galvan has agreed to run 
Fete Marigny again this year. Carol Gnaidy has volun-
teered to be our Publicity Chairman.

Home Tour: We have one house signed up for the Home 
Tour. Because we are having trouble getting formerly 
blighted properties to participate it was suggested that 
we ask legal B&Bs in the neighborhood to participate. 
Gretchen, Dave and Alex will work on this.

Crime: Crime committee chair Kash Schriefer reported 
that there have been eleven armed robberies in the 
Marigny since March. He also mentioned that  Safe Cams 
8 has morphed into Safe Cam NOLA. He reported that 
Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association recently 
voted provide $3,500 to start a neighborhood crime 
camera program, with the money to be distributed as 
$100 grants to help offset the cost to neighbors who install 
crime cameras. Kash suggested we could do the same 
here. Ken proposed we start with $1.000 and see how it 
works. One hundred dollar grants will assist the Marigny 
in getting 40 new cameras installed. Gretchen seconded 
the motion. All voted yes.

New Business: 
Iggy’s. There was discussion on what position FMIA 
should take concerning crime in the area of Iggy’s Bar. It 
was decided that we should write a letter supporting the 
City’s move to take legal action against the bar. Ken will 
draft the letter. 

Friendly Bar: A neighbor said that there had recently been 
prostitution activity outside of the bar. The State Task 
Force has since made their presence known, and the pros-
titution has not yet returned.

ATC: Ken wants to have the State ATC make a presenta-
tion at the next General Meeting.

Downriver Neighborhoods: 
Miles said that Kristen Palmer will be holding a meeting 
at Café Istanbul of downriver neighborhood associations, 
including VCPORA, St. Claude Main Street, BNA and 
Bunny Friend, in order to further projects of interest such 
as Streetcar expansion and the Riverfront Park.
Ken is looking for venues for holding General meetings 
in the Triangle. Christopher Inn no longer hosts outside 
events. He said that Bishop Perry Center is willing to host 
Board Meetings.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
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We get it done!

www.GKProductions.com
John Gutekunst

Katherine Kuroczko 

Productions IncG

We have the Experience

   to create the Design Solutions

      that exceed your Expectations!

FMIA General Meeting Minutes
April 21, 2014

Meeting called to order at 7:15

New faces – Jim and Phyllis Wagner
Quality of life Offi cers Franklin, Guidry, and Alcon ap-
peared from the 5th district. The spoke specifi cally about 
5th district neighborhood outreach and stressed the non 
emergency number was 504.821.2222. They spoke briefl y 
about the Police Community Advisory Board. There are 4 
vacancies for this board for the 5th district, and they are 
looking for applicants for this board. The Citizens Academy 
starts this week.
Brionne Decker got up to speak for the Committee for a 
Better New Orleans. They are conducting a survey for the 
next three to four months. This survey will focus on how 
the NPP process has worked and how it can be improved to 
better serve the needs of the community. This survey is an 
advisory document and will be given to the City Planning 
Commission once the survey has been completed. 
Miles spoke briefl y about short term rentals. He has a meet-
ing coming up towards the end of May with some staff 
from City Council members. 

Kash spoke about crime cameras next. He spoke about the 
$1000 grant that the FMIA will put up, $100 for 10 houses, 
toward the installation of the crime cameras that are regis-
tered with Safe Cams Nola or Project Nola. 
Miles spoke briefl y regarding height limits, the riverfront 
zoning, and the draft CZO. Once the new City Council is 
seated, we must maintain the pressure to keep the height 
limits in tact.
Lisa Suarez Spoke about the Frenchmen Stroll, 5/8/14 is 
the next one. Ken Caron will be attending a meeting about 
the brass band at Chartres and Frenchmen.
Nick Suarez got up to speak about riverfront zoning and 
the BNA.
At this point, Miles opened the fl oor to general discussion. 
Alex got up to speak about the home tour and how it will 
feature legal B&B’s from the neighborhood. 
Tony Johnson restated the Nathan Chapman/VCPORA 
talking points from earlier that day regarding the noise or-
dinance. A brief discussion ensued. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:21.
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Have a Blast!
The FMIA is looking for a volunteer to help send out our weekly eblasts. 

This is not a weekly commitment (unless you feel you can) — we need 
someone to fi ll in on an occasional basis. All you need are moderate 
computer skills and internet connection. We’ll provide the training right in 
your own home at your own computer. 

Interested? 
         Email secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
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MEMBERSHIP STATUS: New Renewal

______________________________________________________________________________________

RESIDENT MEMBERSHIPS: Individual: $15.00 Household (2 votes): $20.00

Senior Individual: $5.00 Senior Household (2 votes): $10.00

Name # 1____________________________Phone: ______________E mail:______________________

Name #2___________________________ _Phone: ______________E mail:______________________

Property in Marigny Address ______________________________________________ZIP____________

Homeowner: yes no Landlord Name:______________________________________________

Address:__________________________City:________________________State:____ZIP_____________

Phone:____________________________ E MAIL: ___________________________________________

________________________________________ OR ______________________________________________

NON RESIDENT PROPERTY OWNER: One Individual with voting privilege $15.00

Name of VOTING Property Owner:_______________________________

Property in Marigny Address___________________________________________ZIP_______________

Mailing Address______________________________________State___________ZIP_______________

Phone:_____________________________ E MAIL:__________________________________________

__________________________________________ OR _____________________________________________

NON – RESIDENT BUSINESS OWNER: One Individual with voting privilege, $25.00

Name:___________________________________

Name of Business:_____________________________________________________________________

Property in Marigny Address___________________________________________ZIP_______________

Mailing Address______________________________________State___________ZIP_______________

Phone _______________________ E MAIL _________________________________________________

Newsletter by U.S. Mail Newsletter by E Mail Willing to volunteer Receive weekly Eblast

Make checks payable to FMIA and mail to 2401 Burgundy Street, Box 10 New Orleans, LA 70117

Join the FMIA!



Meet the Neighbors Night — Wednesday, 5/14/14
General Meeting — Monday, 5/19/2014

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association
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Find us at 
facebook.com/theFMIA. 


