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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Are you ready for some Fête, Y’all?
Fête Marigny 2013
October 26
at Washington Square Park!
Music
• Helen Gillet
• The Russell Welch Hot Quartet
• Aurora Nealand and the Royal Roses
• Sarah Quintana
• Sweet Crude

Food & Drink
• Bratz Y’all
• Woody’s Tacos
• NOCCA
• Crêpes à la Cart
• La Parisienne, LLC
• Q Dat
• Wine by Faubourg Wines
• Beer by Abita

Kids

Il y a beaucoup de choses à
faire et à voir

Children’s activities all day
with a storming of the Bastille
at 4:30

Cake (let them eat)

Cake cutting ceremony, time to
be determined.

Wine Raffle

You pays your money and
you takes your chance — or
chances! Buy your wine raffle
tickets the day of the event.

The Bastille, ready to be stormed.

Potential Bastille stormers
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ADVERTISING

Happ’ns in the ‘Hood

Commercial Advertising
Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)

Mimi’s in the Marigny

Mimi’s on Royal Street recently secured a mayorality
permit for live entertainment. Apparently this was
done irrespective of the zoning by submitting affidavits
showing they have hosted live music for several years.
Stuart Smith has filed an appeal to rescind the permit,
and the FMIA has added its name to the appeal. To be
clear we are not adding our name to any other lawsuit
and Mr. Smith does not represent the interest of the
FMIA in any other matter.
It is the position of the FMIA that for live music to be
presented legally at Mimi’s they should ask for a zoning
change as part of the process to get a music permit.
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$110
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$25

NonMember

$113

$58

$43

$28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)

Marie’s Bar

Recently the FMIA receivied complaints about our
efforts to once again “destroy the culture of the
neighborhood.” The impetus this time was a flyer
distributed in the neighborhood, which was assumed
to have been sent out by the Association. That turns
out not to have been the case, and those responsible
for disseminating this incorrect information have since
apologized.
The flyer in question voiced concerns about construction
being done at Marie’s Bar on the corner of St. Roch and
Burgundy Streets,
specifically the
enclosure of
the garage and
erection of new
vent hood. The
work was begun
without any
notification of
residents, and has
since been halted
Marie’s — St Roch side
because the proper
permits had not been obtained.
Mark Hoerner is the bar manager of Marie’s, and Tres
Barnard is the chef of the pop-up restaurant that had
been operating there. Both attended the September
general meeting to explain the bar’s plans to put in an
improved kitchen. They were joined by several others
who wished to show their support.
During the discussion FMIA President Alex Vialou
explained that serving food is an accessory use for a
cocktail lounge and it is not the same as a full time
restaurant. Currently Marie’s is in an area which is
zoned HMR-3 which does not permit restaurants.
Others issues brought up at the meeting included
storage of the trash bins, smells from the vent and noise.
Mr. Hoerner assured everyone that they were addressing
these issues.

Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$90

$45

$30

$18

NonMember

$93

$48

$33

$21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.
All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month
for publication in the next month’s issue. For information
regarding advertising, contact the business manager at ads@
faubourgmarigny.org.

Classifieds Now Available
The newsletter is now accepting classified ads. Personals,
however, are not being accepted. Contact ads@
faubourgmarigny.org. Classified Rates: $5.00 per each 25
words.

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit,
all-volunteer organization committed to the preservation of
the unique architectural and cultural heritage of our historic
district, and to improving the quality of life in our diverse
community. Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do
not necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its Board
or its members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of
any business advertised in its newsletter. Contents of Les Amis
de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint any of the
newsletter, including photographs and original artwork, must
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with topics
of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions including
editorial and advertising content. Submissions must be
received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in the next
month’s issue. Send contributions to: FMIA Newsletter,
2401 Burgundy St., Box 10, NOLA 70117 or editor@
faubourgmarigny.org.
The newsletter is published each month except August
and January. Back issues are available online at www.
faubourgmarigny.org.
Design & Layout by GK Productions, Inc.
Printing by Safeguard Business Systems

Happ’ns— continued on page 4
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President’s Report
chairing the Parking, Marigny Green, Crime Prevention,
and Nomination committees respectively; William
Carter for producing the Washington Square Park needs
assessment; Ken Caron for being the FMIA liaison on the
Riverfront Advisory Group; Cheryl Gerber for getting
our attention on the issues of oversized bins; Luke Hoar
de Galvan, Emily Vanlandingham and Jason Patterson
for putting together last year and this year Fête Marigny,
with now some extra assistance from Carol Gniady.
Merci to all of you and to all of our past year volunteers
who have also assisted the FMIA in our other special
events.
Over the last year, our very well-attended general
meetings have truly been an open forum for discussion
on the many issues that have arisen in the neighborhood.
If you have not attended one lately please consider doing
so, as it is the best place to get a direct take and express
yourself on what is going on in the neighborhood.
Having such an open forum enables your FMIA board
to represent in a sincere and genuine fashion the
neighborhood and communicate effectively with the
different city agencies.

Bonjour,
Fête Marigny is a few days away. Similarly to the first
year, Fête Marigny will be an occasion to celebrate the
Faubourg Marigny’s living history through music, food
and crafts. Fête Marigny will also be the occasion to
celebrate the FMIA’s contribution to the preservation of
the architectural and social fabric of the neighborhood.
Finally, Fête Marigny as a free event is also a thank you
to all the residents and businesses of our community that
make the Faubourg Marigny one of the most vibrant and
creative neighborhood in the city.
As a new board was elected and a new set of officers
was chosen, I’d like to congratulate our new board
members David Bess and Lisa Suarez and thank all
of those that ran for office. I’d like to thank the hard
work accomplished by our last board and say a goodbye to Marshall Gries and Chris Costello who have
been exceptional in their energy and passion to their
neighborhood. Board tenure comes and goes. However
there is no limit as to the amount of volunteering time
one can give to the FMIA. To that regard, the FMIA
has truly benefited over the last year from the help and
support of many dedicated residents. I’d like to thank
especially Donna Wakeman, Deborah Oppenheim,
Kash Schriefer and Gary de Leaumont who have been

See you soon! Merci,
Alexandre
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Happ’ns— continued from page 2

Ban the Bins

Blight on St Claude Avenue

The property at 2501 Saint Claude Avenue sits at the
bend of the road where it crosses Franklin Avenue. Since
it was last acquired at a Sheriff Sale in February 2012,
the property has
remained vacant
and blighted. No
work has been
undertaken on
the property to
bring it back up
to the City of
New Orleans
Housing Code.
If the structure
is left to
2501 St Claude
deteriorate
further, the
building will be a complete loss and eventually require
demolition. The Faubourg St. Roch Blight Committee,
Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association, and
Bywater Neighborhood Association are unified in
opposition to the demolition of this structure.

It’s been more than three months since the initial Ban the
Bins meeting concerning the the problem of trash bins
litering the neighborhood sidewalks.
Coucilmember Kristen Gisleson Palmer will be in
attendance at the next FMIA General Meeting on October
21 to address progress on this and other issues.

A Clarification

In last month’s newsletter there was some confusion
about the article concerning the Press Street Gardens
regarding the proposed containers on the Dauphine end
of the lot. The two large shipping containers mentioned
in the article were part of NOCCA’a proposal presented
to the Board on August 14. At the General meeting on
August 19 the NOCCA presentation showed one of these
containers had been changed to a food truck.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Meet the Neighbors

October 2013
Board Meeting
October 2, 7 pm,
Room 256 at the Healing Center
Meet the Neighbors
October 9, 6:30 – 8:30 pm,
Project Lazarus, 2824 Dauphine Street
General Meeting
October 21, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

The September Meet the
Neighbor’s event took
place on a steamy night
at Lost Love Lounge on
Dauphine. A convivial
crowd gathered for cool
drinks and good food
(the food’s always good
here). There was a good
deal of revelry a bit of
rubbernecking, and who
knows, maybe even a
romance rekindled.
For October we’re
gathering at Project Lazarus on Wednesday, October 9,
6:30 to 8:30.
Please enter through the front red door of Project
Lazarus at 2824 Dauphine St. There will be someone to
greet you at the door, and then guests will be escorted
through the historical facility built in 1883, then led
to the Cottage area in the rear of the campus. On the
way to the Cottage guests will be able to experience
the serene landscaping and rich gardens that adorn the
grounds of Project Lazarus. There will be libations and
light snacks offered in the Cottage — see you there!

November 2013
Board Meeting
November 6, 7 pm,
Room 256 at the Healing Center
Meet the Neighbors
November 13, 6:30 – 8:30 pm,
Hotel Storyville, 1261 Esplanade Ave
General Meeting
November 18, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

NONPAC MEETINGS
5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 4015 Burgundy Street
8th District — 2nd Thursday
6 pm, location varies between 1001 Toulouse
and the Healing Center
GREEN MARKETS
French Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm
Sankofa Market
Saturdays, 10 am - 2 pm
3819 St. Claude Ave.
FREE FUN
St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com
Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm,
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street

If you have an event for the calendar
please send it to John Gutekunst at
editor@faubourgmarigny.org
5
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Commitment
By John Gutekunst
Whatever your passion, the FMIA offers opportunities
for everyone. Our committees run the gamut from B (Ban
the Bins) to Z (Zoning)
Being on a committee doesn’t have to be onerous or time
consuming, it can be rewarding. In addition the more
people who participate, the stronger the organization
will be.
Remember, by definition a committee is either

Mention the word “Committee” to someone and you’ll
usually get one of two responses:
1. those who are obsessed with spelling will just
dismiss it as a word with too many double letters
2. everyone else will run away screaming
But if you care about Faubourg Marigny and if you want
your voice to be heard, one of the most effective things
you can do is join a committee.
Maybe you:

• a group of people appointed for a specific function,
typically consisting of members of a larger group, or
• a person who has been committed to the charge of
another because of insanity.
Joining an FMIA committee means you can have the best
of both worlds.

• have an abiding interest in preserving the
architecture in the neighborhood — Blight
Committee
• have a love of nature — Washington Square Park
Committee
• have had it up to here with spray painted walls —
Graffiti Committee

Meet New People, Do a Good Deed

The newsletter has openings on its staff for
photographers, reporters and ad people. It’s an
opportunity to get involved with your neighborhood,
meet new people and generally have fun. If you are
interested, contact editor@faubourgmarigny.org

• are interested in people in the neighborhood —
Membership Committee
• have an inability to stop talking — Communications
Committee
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BOARD MEMBERS

All Saints Day

Miles Swanson, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org

Once agan this year on All Saints Day
(November 1) there will be a celebration organized
by the FMIA and the Dearly Departed Society to
pay homage to all of those that contributed to our
colorful neighborhood. We will again be bringing
a wreath of flowers to the tomb of Mr. Bernard
de Marigny de
Mandeville and
Lloyd Sensat
at St. Louis
Cemetery #1
It is very
important for
us to continue
this creole
tradition, as it
fits well with
our message of
preserving the
past and our
cemeteries.
Everyone is
welcome and
encouraged
to attend the
The tomb of Mr. Bernard de Marigny
ceremony.
de Mandeville and Lloyd Sensat

Alexandre Vialou, Vice President: AlexV@faubourgmarigny.org
Mark Malouse, Treasurer: treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Lisa Suarez, Past President: LisaS@faubourgmarigny.org
Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary:
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Bill Walker, Recording Secretary:
BillW@faubourgmarigny.org
John Gutekunst, Newsletter Ed.: JohnG@faubourgmarigny.org
David Bess: DavidB@faubourgmarigny.org
Peter Horjus: PeterH@faubourgmarigny.org

COMMITTEES
Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Volunteer
Education
Caroling
Walking Tour
Home Tour
Community Outreach
Washington
Hospitality
Crime Prevention
Square Park
Membership
Development
Web Site
Neighborhood
Frenchmen
Zoning
Special Projects
Fundraising

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Did you ever
wonder who these people are?
Find out at the next Meet your Neighbors!
And if you have a favorite place in the neighborhood
that you think would be interested in hosting an
upcoming event, let us know by emailing
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

Do You Receive
Our Weekly E-Blast?
FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with
important news about what’s happening in the
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that
you need to know! To sign up for this service, email
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your
email settings to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org as
an approved sender or add it to your contact list.
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Washington Square Park
Washington Square Park is truly a
gem in our neighborhood, but anyone
visiting the park lately can hardly be
unaware of some problems:
• there has been no drinking water
for 20 years
• the electricity is iffy
• the sidewalks are sinking
• there are missing, storm-killed
trees.
The biggest problem is the fence
The fence on the Elysian Fields side
around the park. It’s believed that the
of the park
fence started sinking after the flood, but
whatever the cause it is in dire need of
repair. Estimates for the the fence alone run
about $300,000.
Estimates for all repairs may be as much
as $500,000, and that kind of cash doesn’t
grow ontrees, especally storm-killed
ones. Fortunately our recent appeal to the
neighborhood for someone with Grant
Writing experience has paid off.
FMIA member Susan Drongowski has
stepped foreward. She has some experience
and success at grant writing. This is not
The former water fountain
going to be easy, and anyone willing to assist
Susan would be appreciated. It is vital that
we save this important part of our neighborhood.

The gate at Frenchmen and Dauphine
remains locked

?????????????????????????
You have Questions?

Board Election Winners
The following were elected to the 2013-2014 FMIA Board
of Directors at the General Meeting on September 16:

If you have questions about FMIA and/or the
Faubourg Marigny neighborhood, send them to
editor@faubourgmarigny.org and we’ll do our best to
answer them.

Alex Vialou ................61 votes
Gretchen Bomboy......58 votes
Miles Swanson ...........55 votes

Q:

David Bess..................35 votes

How could Marigny have approved the pink color on
the building near NOCCA?

The new Board:
Miles Swanson ...........President

A:

Alex Vialou ................Vice-President

FMIA has no authority to approve or disapprove of
colors, of buildings, of style, of anything.
The Historic District Landmarks Commission, an agency
of the City of New Orleans, has that authority. All FMIA
can do is put in our two cents and hope they agree with
us. By the way, we have never concerned ourselves with
color — there are far more important things to weigh in
on.

Gretchen Bomboy......Corresponding Secretary
Bill Walker .................Recording Secretary
Mark Malouse ............Treasurer
Lisa Suarez .................Past President
David Bess
John Gutekunst

?????????????????????????

Peter Horjus
8
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Alvar Library
Not Just Books — Art, Music and Cucumbers Too
By Adele Marrs, Assistant Manager, Alvar Branch, New Orleans Public Library
We here at Alvar library are looking forward to the
imminent cooler weather; we hope to soon be playing
field games, tending to our community garden, and
sitting outside with a good book (stop by to check out
our staff picks)! Furthermore, a new season of Alvar
Arts is about to begin, and we are excited to celebrate
neighborhood talent with you. In addition to the renewal
of this monthly programming, we will continue to offer
biweekly story times to parents, field trip opportunities
for students, computer help, and seasonal events.
Last but not least, we are eager to share with you new
additions to our electronic resources!

a title for purchase,” also found on the left hand side.
Next, choose “Click here to suggest a title to add to our
collection.” Fill out all of the required information on the
request form. At the bottom of the form, put a check next
to “Please hold this for me” if you want your requested
item to be placed on
hold for you if we
choose to purchase
it. Also put a check
next to “Check this to
request outside loan
(ILL)” if you want us
to request the item
through interlibrary
loan if we choose not
to purchase the item.
Please note that only
books can be ordered Diana and Adele with cucumbers from
the community garden
through interlibrary
loan; no audiovisual
materials. Submit your request!
Keep your ears open for upcoming events, which
may include book clubs, homework help, and poetry
readings. As always, all programs are free and open to
the public. We look forward to seeing you soon!

Alvar Arts
Our first Alvar Arts event of the season will be held on
Tuesday, October 15th, from 5-7 pm and will feature
Latin jazz trio, Trio Lobo, featuring Bywater resident
Andy Wolf on bass. According to the Alvar Arts website,
Trio Lobo Latin jazz plays a variety of Caribbean musical
styles from Cuban son montuno, Puerto Rican bomba,
cumbia, New York Salsa to interpretations of classic
R&B hits. Following this inaugural event, all other
Alvar Arts programs will be held on the third Thursday
of the month, from 5-7 pm. The lineup includes Luke
Brechtelsbauer playing Celtic harp music, Debbie
Anderson Rusher, a bead artisan, Cynthia Scott, member
of Staple Goods gallery in St. Roch, Blake VonderHaar,
owner of New Orleans Conservation Guild, St. Roch
resident Scott Heron and friends performing an original
piece, and Bywater musicians Andy J. Forest and
Washboard Chaz, among others. Please check out the
website, www.alvararts.org, for a full schedule and
updates.

COME & JOIN US!

BLESSED FRANCIS XAVIER SEELOS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
3037 Dauphine Street, NOLA 70117
ȋͷͲͶȌͻͶ͵Ǧͷͷϐ ȋͷͲͶȌͻͶ͵ǦͷͷͲͳ 

Make Suggestions
On another note, we are very excited to announce that
you can now suggest items for us to purchase and make
interlibrary loan requests online through our website,
www.neworleanspubliclibrary.org. Here is how you do
it: First, select “Search Our Catalog” on the left hand
side of the screen. From here, click the + next to “Suggest

MASSES:
Saturdays
4 pm
Sundays
9:30 am
English & Sign Language
12noon
Spanish
WEBSITE:
www.seeloschurchno.org
EMAIL: pastor@bfs.nocoxmail.com
9
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Marigny Green
By Deborah Oppenheim

Little Free Library

If you want to
build a LFL, check
the website :
littlefreelibrary.org
for specific details
and make it official
by registering your
library for the
world map.

Need to de-clutter your bookshelf? One way to recycle
books and promote literacy is by giving books to the
Little Free Library www.littlefreelibrary.org.
Little Free Library ( LFL ) was started by native
Wisconsonian Todd Bol in 2009 to honor his mother,
a former teacher who loved to read. Bol built a model
with recycled materials of a one room schoolhouse and
put it on a post in his front yard. He filled it with books
and had a sign that said, FREE BOOKS.
He built others and gave them away to friends. His idea
was gaining national attention. In May of 2012, Little
Free Library became an official nonprofit corporation
and has become a nationwide movement.
Little Free Library mission is: To promote literacy and
the love of reading by building free book exchanges
worldwide. To build a sense of community as we share
skills, creativity, and wisdom across generation and to
build more than 2,510 libraries around the world - more
than Andrew Carnegie — and keep it going.

Little Free Library is a free book exchange
that works on the idea of "take a book
and leave a book."
Little Free Library has no hours and library
card.

Little Free Libraries in New Orleans
2406 Burgundy St. New Orleans, Louisiana 70117
1831 Tennessee St. New Orleans, Louisiana 70117
1421 St. Roch Ave. New Orleans, Louisiana 70117
3743 Herald St. New Orleans, Louisiana 70131
915 Dante St. New Orleans, Louisiana 70118
3100 DeSoto Street New Orleans, Louisiana 70119
518 Warrington Dr. New Orleans, Louisiana 70122
616 General Taylor St. New Orleans, Louisiana 70115
3773 Silver Maple Ct. New Orleans, LA 70131
5557 Berkley Dr. New Orleans, Louisiana 70131
4978 Venus St. New Orleans, Louisiana 70122
1404 Louisiana Ave. New Orleans, Louisiana 70115
13435 Granville Street New Orleans, Louisiana 70129
3216 Upperline St. New Orleans, Louisiana 70125
1404 Louisiana Ave. New Orleans, Louisiana 70115
26812 Chef Menteur Hwy
215 S Alexander St New Orleans, LA 70119
201 Maumus Avenue New Orleans, LA 70313
6023 Freret Street New Orleans, LA USA 70118
921 Fern St. New Orleans, LA USA 70118
733 Henry Clay Ave. New Orleans, LA USA 70118
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From the Kitchen of the
Fr

Les Amis
in the 21st Century

Roasted Eggplant and Chickpea Stew
Roa
1 medium eggplant, peeled
and cut into 1 inch cubes
½ small yellow onion,
chopped
1 clove garlic, chopped
1 cup cooked chickpeas
1 cup chicken or veg. broth

1 cup water
3 tsp. olive oil
½ tsp. cumin
½4 tsp oregano
Spoonful of plain
Greek yogurt (optional).
Pinch of salt & black pepper

This newsletter, Les Amis de Marigny,
has finally entered the 21st century!
If you are a current member of the
FMIA, you may now chose to have
your copy of the newsletter delivered
promptly (and early) to your email
box. If you have already paid your
2013 dues, just contact
info@faubourgmarigny.org
to let us know you want to receive
future copies by email. Otherwise,
mark your choice when you submit
your new or renewed membership
form.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
In a large bowl combine eggplant, onion, 2 tsp. olive oil, and salt
and pepper. Arrange in a single layer on ½ of a roasting pan or
rimmed baking sheet. In another bowl combine chickpeas, 1 tsp.
olive oil, and cumin. Spread in a single layer on the other half of
the baking sheet. Roast until eggplant is tender and chickpeas
are browned, about 30-35 minutes. Remove from oven and set
chickpeas aside.
In a medium pot combine garlic, oregano, eggplant, onion,
broth, and water. Bring to a simmer over medium heat then
reduce heat to low. With a potato masher or back of a wooden
spoon, mash some of the eggplant until the soup is thick and
chunky.
Stir in chickpeas. Let cook 5 minutes and serve topped with a
spoonful of yogurt (optional).
From the 5 for $25 program – check nolafood.coop for more info.
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St. Claude Avenue Updates: Our Natural and Built Environment
By Jonathan M. Rhodes, St. Claude Main Street Volunteer Board President
Over the past year, St. Claude Main Street has worked
with communities surrounding St. Claude Avenue
to determine the best ways to promote St. Claude
Avenue’s culture and increase its general livability.
As a result of this planning, surveys, and conversation
the organization has developed a series of community
programs to support local culture and improve the
natural and built environment along St. Claude
Ave. Come out and learn more about these exciting
streetscape improvements. Even without our streetcar
back, St. Claude is on a roll!
The streetscape improvement programs include the
following:

• New bike parking along the corridor in partnership
with the Young Leadership Council and Bike Easy
• Live Oak tree plantings in partnership with the St.
Claude Business Association and Parkway Partners
• A monumental public sculpture and gate in
partnership with the UNO Gallery
• Artists-designed trash cans along the corridor
in partnership with the St. Claude Business
Association and City of New Orleans
St. Claude Main Street’s mission is to promote and
support the culture and economy of the historic
communities along the St. Claude Corridor. More
information regarding all of St. Claude Main Street’s
programs can be found at stclaude.org under the
“Programs” tab.
All of these projects will be taking place either in or
near the Faubourg Marigny, so stay on the lookout for
updates and events near you.

• A pocket park at the corner of Press Street and St.
Claude Avenue in partnership with the Preservation
Resource Center, The Green Project, and Tulane
City Center. This mini park will include a fruit
tree path and wayfinding mural that will beautify
the industrial area near the railroad tracks and
help identify resources such as the PRC and Green
Project.
• A pocket park at Independence Street and St.
Claude Avenue designed by Tulane City Center
based on the results of a neighborhood survey,
distributed in partnership with the Bywater
Neighborhood Association, New St. Claude
Association of Neighbors, and Bunny Friend
Neighborhood Association. The survey indicated
that elements such as lighting, open space,
gardening, seating, and shade are very important
to the community in a park space. These partners
also developed an MOU that will govern the parks
programming and maintenance going forward.
Expected opening of this park was September 2013.

Providing a safe haven overall for people living with HIV/AIDS since 1985.
Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing on wellness,
providing housing and offering important support services.
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
September 4, 2013

2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
Alex Vialou thanked all of the board members for their service over the
last year. Special thanks were given to Marshall Gries and Chris Costello
who will not be running for reelection.
Alex stated that he attended the Mayor’s budgetary meeting for the City.
He reported that the Marigny generally shares the same concerns as the
other neighborhoods: infrastructure, safety, and budget cuts. The east side
of District C had the following particular concerns which were in addition
to concerns of the other districts: general lack of enforcement, safety and
permits, and illegal B&B’s. Alex reported that Cmbr. Palmer is aware of
the problems. The Mayor urges citizens to report everything. The City’s
311 system records complaints and issues corresponding ticket numbers.
These tickets are tallied and the statistics are used for the budget allocation process.
Alex voiced concern that the result of the neglect is the erosion of the essence of what makes up the neighborhood – which is slowly evolving into
a huge tourist venue.

Members Present: Miles, Swanson, John Gutekunst, Mark Malouse,
Marshall Gries, Alex Vialou, Gretchen Bomboy, Bill Walker
Members Absent: Peter Horjus,
Chris Costello
Guests, Organization: Jack Murphy, Proposed Restaurant at 511 Marigny;
Ed Dunn, Proposed Restaurant at 511 Marigny; Kelly Parenton, 511
Marigny
Meeting called to order: 6:59 p.m. by: Alex Vialou
Previous Meeting Minutes:
John Gutekunst moved to approve the September meetings minutes as
amended. Gretchen Bomboy seconded. Bill Walker abstained from voting
as he was absent, all others voted in favor.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
President Alex Vialou introduced himself to the guests and welcomed
them to the September 4, 2013, FMIA board meeting. He announced
that there was only one set of guests for the evening: Jack Murphy and
Ed Dunn who would like to open a restaurant in the bottom floor of 511
Marigny. Kelly Parenton who is affiliated with the 511 property arrived
shortly after the meeting convened.

3. TREASURER’S REPORT:
Treasurer Mark Malouse reported that two checks were issued: $468.85 to
pay for the newsletter and $250.00 for FMIA website maintenance.
4. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
a) Newsletter/Communication:
Nothing new to report.
b) Membership:
Bill Walker had contacted and distributed newsletters to new businesses.
He said he could use more copies. John Gutekunst agreed to provide him
with additional newsletters. Gretchen Bomboy noted that we need to get
an updated member list that shows those people who paid by PayPal.
Gretchen to contact Chris Costello for PayPal list.
c) Marigny Green: Nothing new to report.
d) Blight: Nothing new to report.
e) Parking: Nothing new to report.
f) Zoning:
Zoning committee member Marshall Gries is to draft a letter to CPC
Deputy Director Leslie Alley, City Planner Paul Cramer, Cmbr. Kristin
Palmer, and her Legislative Director Nicole Webre requesting clarification of the status of the draft Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (CZO).
It appears there are new updates to the draft CZO which have not been
released to the public. Without the most recent version of a draft CZO it
is impossible for the Zoning Committee to compare/review the changes
with our current CZO. Marshall indicated that the Committee could, at
minimum, review and make recommendations on the draft zoning map
which shows where changes are proposed and postpone the text review
for the time being.
g) Washington Square Park:
Miles Swanson reported that the contractor who had previously come to a
board meeting regarding repairing the fence is no longer interested. In the
ensuing discussion about the needs of the park it was suggested that the
Preservation Resource Center may be able to help with names of resources. There may also be national organizations which make funds available
for this type of historic restoration. Realistically the price for a comprehensive repair may exceed $300,000. Obtaining a grant would be ideal but requires someone with some knowledge of grant writing/applications. John
Gutekunst is to include in the next FMIA e-blast a request for someone
who is familiar with or has written grant proposals to contact the board.
h) Fête Marigny:
Bill Walker reported that he has secured approximately $1,000 in contribution pledges to the Fête Marigny. Bill is also trying to arrange for a donation of beer from Abita Beer for the fest. He has already obtained a commitment for the event insurance to be donated.

COMMUNITY REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS
1) ED DUNN AND JACK MURPHY: Mssrs. Dunn and Murphy introduced themselves to the board. Their proposal is to open a new restaurant
on the ground floor of the 511 Marigny apartment building. Jack Murphy
owns a small neighborhood restaurant in San Francisco named Pizzetta
211 and hopes to bring a similar small scale operation to New Orleans.
The proposed name for the restaurant is “Paladar 511”. The restaurant will
seat 36 to 40 and will include a bar/lounge area. Mr. Murphy distributed
some preliminary sketches which were not to scale with a promise that
he would forward an accurate floorplan to the board as soon as possible.
Alex Vialou commented that parking is a big issue in the neighborhood. He stated that because there are not enough essential services in
the neighborhood people cannot avoid having and using cars. He noted
that the new draft CZO which has been proposed by the City Planning
Commission would allow restaurants as a permitted use but it has not yet
been approved. Under current zoning restaurants are a conditional use.
Gretchen Bomboy stated that parking in this section of the Marigny is
problematic. The city left out of the ordinance our agreed upon wording
that parking was not to be charged for to the tenants but included in their
rent. Further, the 511 project originally envisioned retail space in this portion of the building: something which would not require significant nighttime parking. That is not the case for a restaurant which was never agreed
to.
Kelly Parenton who is affiliated with the 511 property owner stated that
the restaurant project is designed as a small neighborhood establishment
which would fit appropriately in the space as well as the neighborhood.
2100 square feet are allocated for the restaurant. He stated that nothing
could be done about the lack of parking space except simply not have a
restaurant.
Alex Vialou mentioned that the City Planning Commission meeting is
scheduled for September 10, 2013, leaving very little time to review plans
or voice concerns. Further, no final plan has been presented for the board
to review. Mr. Murphy promised he would distribute the final floor plan.
It was also mentioned that this might be an appropriate time to address
the tenant parking situation and have the conditional use amended to require parking to be included in the tenant’s rent.
The board thanked all three gentlemen for taking the time and consideration to attend a board meeting.
ADMINISTRATION
APPROVALS BY E-MAIL:
8/28 Marshall drafted letter to CPC re 511 Marigny,.5 yes votes, approved
9/1 Gretchen moved to decline the request to join the PRC Forum due to
time constraints,.5 votes yes, approved
9/10 Peter drafted letter for FMIA position re Mimi’s Mayoralty Permit, 6
votes yes, approved.
9/18 Gretchen moved to file an appeal of S&P action re Mimi’s, 7 votes
yes, approved,
9/17 Gretchen moved for Transition meeting at 7:00 PM on the 25th, 7
votes yes approved.
9/19 Bill moved we add FMIA to Stuart Smith’s appeal of S&P on
Mimi’s…6 votes yes, approved

OLD BUSINESS
PROJECTS:
a) Riverfront Park: Alex Vialou reported that the Riverfront Advisory
group had met with Cedrick Grant, Deputy Mayor of Facilities,
Infrastructure and Community Development. There is an updated version of park Policies and Procedures but it has not yet been distributed.
b) Café Istanbul: Alex Vialou to meet with Peter Horjus to follow up on
speaking to an attorney regarding enforcement options.
c) Parking Lot at 501 Elysian Fields. Miles Swanson drafted and sent letters to the City about the illegal parking lot and graffiti at 501 Elysian
Fields with cc’s to the owners. The owner responded and the parking has
been discontinued. The graffiti has not yet been addressed.
Continued on page 16
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes September 4, 2013 — continued from page 15
d) MACCNO: Alex Vialou contacted Hannah Krieger of the Music and
Culture Coalition of New Orleans (MACCNO) with FMIA members’ concerns about MACCNO’s proposed mediation process. Ms. Krieger has not
yet responded.
e) 1030 Port Street 4-plex: The project and zoning variances were presented at a meeting with the Board of Zoning Adjustments which Gretchen
Bomboy attended with neighbors.
f) Greener Bywater: Alex Vialou is to e-mail the organization with the
board’s position of “no opposition” - unless it is opposed by either of the
two Bywater neighborhood associations.
g) Mardi Gras Zone (MGZ): Morris Khan, who works with MGZ owner Benny Naghi, contacted Alex Vialou regarding convening a meeting
with the neighbors on 9/21/13 to discuss proposed changes to the MGZ.
The proposed meeting would be from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. and open to the
neighbors.
NEW BUSINESS
a) Fringe Fest: This year ticket sales will take place in the lot behind the
Mardi Gras Zone. Miles Swanson moves to support Fringe Fest. Gretchen
Bomboy seconded. All vote in favor. Alex Vialou reiterated the general
rule that if the board doesn’t receive any complaints it may signal FMIA
support. An E-blast will be forthcoming with contact information and location of events.
There was a brief discussion about Marigny special events such as parades. Annual parades through the Marigny now include the Intergalactic
Krewe of Chewbacchus, ‘tit Rex, and Krewe du Vieux. Last year there was
considerable trash left following certain parades. Bill Walker commented
that last year’s parades had been great but the size and popularity caught
everyone off guard; the large amount of trash wasn’t anticipated. Alex
Vialou stated that more coordination and additional trash cans might
solve the problem.

b) 511 Marigny St.: Members discussed the presentation given by Mssrs.
Murphy and Dunn (see above). It was noted that the City Planning
Commission (CPC) staff report recommended approval of a restaurant
with no requirements for parking. Alex Vialou said that from the inception of the 511 Marigny project and as a result of a long process the decision was made to oppose a restaurant at that location. A letter was sent
to that extent. Bill Walker commented that parking in the neighborhood
around the 511 Marigny apartments was already tight and a restaurant
would in fact have an impact.
Gretchen Bomboy stated that parking in this section of the Marigny is
problematic. The original proposal, agreed to and submitted to the City
Planning Commission, for parking was NOT to have an extra charge to
the tenants of 511 Marigny. This was omitted in the ordinance by accident
which has resulted in tenants parking on the streets. Further, the 511 project was originally proposed as retail space in this portion of the building,
something which would not require significant nighttime parking. That is
not the case for a restaurant which was never agreed to.
Bill Walker suggested that there may be other options for this space. For
example other businesses listed in the Residential Diversity Overlay(RDO)
might be appropriate. He reiterated that if a restaurant were to be approved then parking must be addressed. Gretchen Bomboy will speak
at the CPC meeting.
ORCHIDS & ONIONS: rchids: None proposed. Onions: None proposed.
MOTIONS:
1) Motion to approve September meetings minutes as amended.
Moved: John Gutekunst Seconded: Gretchen Bomboy
Vote in favor: M. Swanson, J. Gutekunst, M. Malouse, M. Gries, A. Vialou,
G. Bomboy, Opposed: None, Abstained: Bill Walker
2) Motion to support Fringe Fest. Moved: Miles Swanson Seconded:
Gretchen 2nds. Vote: Approved Unanimously
Meeting Adjourned Time: 8:55 p.m.
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2013
law school. He has worked in the Orleans Parish Public Defender’s Office
for several years in the Magistrate Court. He explained that the Magistrate
Court is responsible for setting bond amounts for those arrested, for hearing warrant requests, and issuing protective orders in domestic violence
cases. He stated that he has more experience in this court than any of the
other candidates and asked that we remember him on Election Day.
2) JIM OLSEN: Jim Olsen is Commissioner of the Mid City Security
District. Mr. Olsen explained that the security district was formed in
2009. Security Districts are an actual political subdivision of the State of
Louisiaina which means that a state representative must sponsor a bill
and a proposed new district must be added to the ballot and approved by
the voters. Mid City Security District and Lakeview Security District, the
two largest security districts, are subject to renewal every five years. Once
a security district is created, it is monitored by state and local entities.
There is a lot of scrutiny over the operation and a lot of administration for
the districts. There are now 25 Security Districts citywide.
Mr. Olsen reported that crime against persons is down 33% and property
crimes are down 40% since the start of the security district although there
had been a small jump/spike over the last few months.
New Orleans security districts are funded in different ways: a) ad hoc contributions from residents, b) fixed millage based on property value, or c) a
line-item fee per residence/business added to the annual tax assessment.
Mid City uses this last option and each residence pays $200 per year and
each business pays $300.
Security districts have a choice of using off-duty NOPD officers, police details, or private security patrol companies. Mr. Olsen stated that the Mid
City Security District uses NOPD officers because they have full police
powers including pursuit and arrest which the other options may not permit. On the down side, using NOPD officers is a more expensive option.
Mid City Security District had to buy the patrol vehicles and equipment.
However, because the Mid City district is geographically large, there is
enough revenue to pay for 6 – 7 extra policemen on the street. He noted
that security districts may comprise several neighborhoods which would
allow the pooling of resources.

Meeting Called to Order 7:14 PM. by President Alex Vialou.
WELCOME / INTRODUCTION
President Alex Vialou welcomed all to the August 16th General Meeting
of the FMIA and reviewed the agenda for the evening which included a
presentation on security districts by a member of the Mid-City Security
District and a presentation by the manager of Marie’s bar and the chef of
“We Got Soul” pop-up restaurant which operated out of Marie’s.
New Faces / New Members:
There were many new faces at the meeting. Among others, the following
were either new to the neighborhood or attending an FMIA meeting for
the first time.
Randy Ryker, Mandy Walsh, Jeremy Thompson, Chris Walker, Kate
Gegenheimer
ANNOUNCEMENTS / SPEAKERS
Announcements: Alex presented the current board members who were
attending the evening’s meeting: Gretchen Bomboy, Miles Swanson,
Marshall Gries, Mark Malouse, John Gutekunst and himself, Alex Vialou.
He reminded everyone that the election of new officers would take place
during the meeting and members could vote until the 8:00 p.m. cut off
time. Gretchen Bomboy, Miles Swanson, Alex Vialou, and Marshall Gries’
terms were expiring. Gretchen, Alex, and Miles were running for reelection. The other candidates were David Bess, Howard Allen, and Dave
Hurlbert.
Alex reminded everyone of the schedule for regular FMIA meetings: Board meetings take place the first Wednesday of every month.
General meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month. Meet the
Neighbors (MTN) nights take place the second Wednesday of each month
(next month MTN will take place at Project Lazarus).
Speakers:
1) MARK VICKNAIR: Mark Vicknair introduced himself and announced
that he would be running for Criminal Court Magistrate. The current
Magistrate, Jerry Hanson, is retiring. Mr. Vicknair stated that he is a local
New Orleanian, attended Tulane University, and graduated from Loyola

Continued on page 18
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes September 16, 2013 — continued from page 17
input is very important. Neighbor Donna Wakeman asked if the Zoning
Committee could summarize the changes and present them at a General
Meeting.
Marshall Gries, who is a member of the Zoning Committee, responded
that the new drafts had not been distributed and it was difficult or impossible to compare the existing zoning when the final proposed text is not
available. Past president Lisa Suarez said that tracking changes has been
like shooting at a moving target but there will be many important changes
for our neighborhood.
Marigny Green: Nothing new to report.
Parking Committee: Nothing new to report.
Fête Marigny: Volunteers are still needed to help get the festival ready.

In addition to the additional patrols, Mr. Olsen stated the Mid City
District just had 20 new security lights installed on telephone poles. In all,
he reported that the neighborhoods seem to be happy with the district. He
left a handout with additional information about the Mid City Security
District and referred to their website at www.midcitysecuritydistrict.org.
MARIE’S BAR: TRES BARNARD and MARK HOERNER: Tres Barnard,
chef of “We’ve got Soul” pop-up restaurant at Marie’s bar and Marie’s bar
manager, Mark Hoerner, came to the general meeting to explain recent
events at the bar. Restaurant upgrades at Marie’s were stopped recently
because the proper permits had not been obtained.
Tres Barnard introduced himself and gave a brief personal history. He attended Delgado culinary school, was chef at Cherry Creek Country Club
in Denver, worked for Paul Prudhomme and the Royal Sonesta Hotel. He
was also on the New Orleans edition of the television show “Top Chef”.
He explained the importance to him of cooking, of keeping it local, and
his passion for the craft.
Mr. Barnard told the membership that there had been food served at
Marie’s bar, in various forms, for ten years. He started serving food there
approximately one year ago but at one time there was a sandwich shop
and at another time blue plate lunch specials were served. Marie’s owner
wanted to put in an improved kitchen so that the bar would not be limited
to sandwiches and cold items. More extensive cooking required a vent
hood and that was the genesis of the recent changes to the building. Mr.
Bernard was not a part of the permitting process and deferred to the manager, Mark Hoerner, to address those issues.
Alex Vialou explained that Marie’s had started making visible improvements to the property on the corner of St. Roch and Burgundy streets
which included pouring a concrete slab and enclosing the garage area and
installing a large vent hood on the exterior of the property. It appeared
to neighbors that preparations for a full scale restaurant were under way
without any notice to residents. Ultimately, a stop-work order was issued
until proper permitting was obtained.
Mark Hoerner, manager of Marie’s gave a history of bar. His father Mark
Hoerner Sr. is the owner. He stated that there has always been some type
of food served there. He intends to keep it as a bar with food, not a full
time restaurant. He wants food available for bar patrons. He reported no
complaints of noise from the neighbors and believes the increased animation on his corner helps keep crime down. One resident asked about
storage of the trash bins now that the garage has been closed in. Mark
responded that even though residents’ keep their bins on the sidewalk he
would find a way to store them and comply with the law.
One member asked if Marie’s had a permit to run a restaurant. Tres
Barnard responded that it is legal to sell food in a bar and he has a catering license. Alex Vialou clarified that serving food is an accessory use for
a cocktail lounge and it is not the same as a full time restaurant, which
would require more extensive review.
Tres stated that he was attending the meeting because of a flyer about
the restaurant which had been distributed in the neighborhood and contained inaccurate information. Alex Vialou stated that neighbors had concerns of a 50 seat restaurant opening on the corner. Currently Marie’s is
in an area which is zoned HMR-3 which does not permit restaurants. Full
restaurants normally require conditions for such things as venting, trash
storage, etc. However, Alex pointed out that serving food as an accessory
use to a bar is permitted. Consequently, it is important to know what is
intended for a particular location. Tres assured the FMIA attendees that it
was not his intention to have a full-time restaurant. However, he wanted
to be able to cook a more extensive menu than simply sandwiches and
bar food.
Neighbor Carol Gnaidy stated that she had distributed the flyer because
she lived in the property directly next door and had been alarmed by the
enclosure of the garage and erection of new vent hood without any notification. She confirmed that the FMIA had nothing to do with the flyer. It
appeared to her and other neighbors that a restaurant was starting up. She
stated her concerns about smells, noise, trash, etc. Manager Mark Hoerner
responded to Ms. Gnaidy’s concerns and assured those present that he
was addressing those issues and would go through the proper process to
ensure the business operates correctly. At the end of the discussion Mark
thanked the FMIA for providing a forum where the issue could be addressed and questions answered.

DISCUSSION TOPICS
MACCNO: Following last month’s lively discussion the FMIA asked
MACCNO to respond to members’ concerns about mediation and their
proposed complaint process. The FMIA board received MACCNO’s response and will post it on the website.
Mimi’s: Mimi’s received a Mayoralty Permit from the City’s Department
of Revenue. The FMIA’s position is that if Mimi’s wants to have live music it must go through all the standard procedures and review that any
other establishment would go through. That would require either asking
to change the zoning from HMC-1 to HMC-2 or to add live music to existing HMC-1 zoning. Either process would provide an opportunity for
the public to voice concerns. Mimi’s circumvented the process thereby
removing the other voices from the discussion.
Gretchen Bomboy emphasized that there is a process for the Mayoralty
Permit; The Department of Revenue issues a permit after verifying the
underlying zoning with the Department of Safety and Permits. In this case
it appears that the Department of Safety and Permits approved Mimi’s
application based on a “grandfathering” of Mimi’s activities – that the bar
has had live music continuously for many years. Whether this is actually
the case is disputed.
Unfortunately, Cmbr. Palmer has focused on the City administration’s
lack of enforcement and the City has pointed back at City Council citing
the underlying zoning issue. Alex Vialou stated that in the end, the public
was excluded from any input and the legal process was circumvented.
511 Marigny: There was a brief discussion about plans to open a new
restaurant in the bottom of the 511 Marigny apartment building. During
initial discussions for the 511 project it was agreed that the bottom floor
would be best put to use as office or retail space – small shops that would
serve the neighborhood. The latest plan is for an approximately 60 seat
restaurant. This was disclosed to the FMIA board only one month before
the City Planning Commission hearing.
Election Results: New Board Members: Alex Vialou, Miles Swanson,
Gretchen Bomboy, David Bess.
Meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.
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UPDATES / COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committees:
Zoning Committee: Alex Vialou stated that a new version of the draft
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (CZO) had been announced. The newest version contains many important changes; restaurants would be permitted, parking requirements would be completely eliminated, etc. There
will be a series of 10 public meetings starting in October where citizen

We get it done!
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Join the FMIA!
Memberships in FAUBOURG MARIGNY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION :
PERSONAL

 Individual $15
 Individual Senior $5

 Household (2 votes) $20
 Household Senior (2 votes) $10

Name # 1 _____________________ Phone ____________ E-mail _______________________
Name # 2 _____________________ Phone ____________ E-mail _______________________
Property in Marigny Address ______________________________________ ZIP __________
Homeowner

 Yes  No

Landlord Name ______________________________________

Address _____________________ City ______________ State _________ ZIP ___________
Phone ______________________ E-Mail _________________________________________

PROPERTY OWNER: ONE Individual with voting privilege

 $15
Name ______________________________________________________________________
Property in Marigny Address ____________________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________ State ______________ ZIP ___________
Phone: __________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________
BUSINESS: ONE Individual with voting privilege

 $25
Name ______________________________________________________________________
Name of Business: ____________________________________________________________
Property in Marigny Address ____________________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________ State ______________ ZIP ___________
Phone: __________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________
PREFERENCES:




Newsletter by U.S. Mail



by E-Mail

Willing to volunteer
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General Meeting — Monday, 10/21/13
Meet the Neighbors Night — Wednesday, 10/9/13
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

a n t i q u e s
OPEN 11am-7pm EVERY DAY
Lowest antique prices in
New Orleans!

Ask about our other locations

504.952.5651

Bruce Blew, Owner
(cell) 504.453.2199

Fine Affordables

furniturejewelrylighting
artdecorrugs
info@thejunqueshop.com

www.thejunqueshop.com

421 Frenchmen St. New Orleans, LA 70116

