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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

41st Annual

May 19th!
The 41st Annual FMIA Spring Home Tour will be in the
Marigny Rectangle this year. From noon until 4:00 pm.
Tickets will be sold at the de-consecrated and newly
purchased Sts. Peter and Paul Church at 2329 Burgundy
Street. Ticket sales will end at 3:15 in order to allow
enough time to see everything. Some parking will be
available in the Church lot.

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church at 2329 Burgundy was
founded in 1848 for the purpose of ministering to the Irish
Catholics of the area. The church was closed in 2001, but was
temporarily reopened in 2003 to house the congregation of
St. Vincent de Paul parish church which had suffered a fire.
The buildings were purchased this year by Blake Jones, who is
asking for help in determining future plans for the site, which
includes the church, school building and parking lot.

We will be touring the Church, eight homes in the
neighborhood and the de-consecrated Holy Trinity
Church, now known at the Marigny Opera House at 725
St. Ferdinand.
The Den of Muses, home for the Krewe du Vieux and the
Intergalactic Krewe of Chewbacchus parades, as well as
other artisans, will host a party after the tour. The floats
from this year’s parades will be on display, and if the
party lasts until dusk they will be illuminated.
We need volunteers!
• Docents for all of the homes
• Ticket and tee-shirt salespersons
• Set up and breakdown team
• Hours of service are Noon to 2 pm and 2 to 4
pm. to All volunteers receive a free tour ticket.
To become a volunteer for this event email
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.

The Marigny Opera House at 725 St. Ferdinand is a
neighborhood church of the arts, formerly Holy Trinity Catholic
Church. The romanesque structure, was constructed in 1853 for
German parishioners in the Marigny. De-consecrated in 1997,
it was unused and neglected. Hurricane Katrina damaged the
building's roof and destroyed the adjoining sacristy. In 2011 the
building and lawn were sold to Dave Hurlbert and Scott King,
who were determined to restore the church to the community
as a resource for local performing artists.
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Happ’ns in the ‘Hood

ADVERTISING

Food Trucks

Commercial Advertising
Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)

City Council adopted an ordinance governing mobile
food vendors in the City. In addition to increasing
the cost of permits, the new regulations alter rules
governing:

Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

• Permit application and issuance processes and fees

FMIA
Member

$110

$55

$40

$25

• Proximity restrictions between food trucks and
restaurants

NonMember

$113

$58

$43

$28

• Redefines areas within which food trucks are
prohibited, including the French Quarter, Central
Business District and portions of Frenchmen Street

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)

• Food handling and safety equipment requirements

Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

• Requirements relative to ensuring authorized rest
rooms

FMIA
Member

$90

$45

$30

$18

• Length of time that food trucks are allowed to be
parked in one location
Mayor Mitch Landrieu has since vetoed this ordinance,
calling it unconstitutional. It would take five votes for
City Council to overturn the veto.

NonMember

$93

$48

$33

$21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.
All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month
for publication in the next month’s issue. For information
regarding advertising, contact the business manager at ads@
faubourgmarigny.org.

Crescent Park Meeting

A meeting to address issues concerning the Mandeville
Street Wharf part of the Crescent Park was held last
month at Café Istanbul. The panel included Lucas Diaz,
Director of Neighborhood Engagement, Councilmember
Gisleson Palmer and Interim FMC director Ann
Duplessis. Numerous questions were raised concerning
funding, security, maintenance, access and park
governance. Actual answers were less multitudinous.
Many in attendance voiced their concerns over
permitting the use of the Mandeville Street Wharf as
a commercial event venue, and potential problems
of parking, noise and access burdens imposed on the
neighborhood.

Classifieds Now Available
The newsletter is now accepting classified ads. Personals,
however, are not being accepted. Contact ads@
faubourgmarigny.org. Classified Rates: $5.00 per each 25
words.

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit,
all-volunteer organization committed to the preservation of
the unique architectural and cultural heritage of our historic
district, and to improving the quality of life in our diverse
community. Contents, editorials and opinions expressed do
not necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its Board
or its members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of
any business advertised in its newsletter. Contents of Les Amis
de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint any of the
newsletter, including photographs and original artwork, must
be obtained from the editor and/or byline columnist.

Plessy School

Michael Pizzolatto, Board President of the Plessy School,
announced that the coming year the school will be
sharing Frederick Douglass High School on St. Claude
with Arise Academy. The school will be open for fall of
this year for pre-K through second grade students. They
are also looking at Saints Peter and Paul on Burgundy
Street as a possible future home.
Their fund raiser gala All Aboard will be held on June 7,
2013 from 6:30 to 9:30 pm at the Marigny Opera House,
725 St. Ferdinand Street. The gala will feature live music,
food, beer & wine and a silent auction of gift certificates,
jewelry, wine, objects of art and other choice items.
Proceeds will help fund academic programs at the Plessy
School, which opens in August 2013 in the Frederick
Douglass building on St. Claude Avenue. For more info,
contact Jean Hsu at vista@plessyschool.org or Shannon
Faulstick at faulstick@gmail.com.

Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with topics
of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions including
editorial and advertising content. Submissions must be
received by the 7th of the month for inclusion in the next
month’s issue. Send contributions to: FMIA Newsletter,
2401 Burgundy St., Box 10, NOLA 70117 or editor@
faubourgmarigny.org.
The newsletter is published each month except August
and January. Back issues are available online at www.
faubourgmarigny.org.
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President’s Report

ought to become again a neighborhood where people can
live, by ensuring that houses will find full time residents
to live in there and by providing the smart incentives
for neighborhood friendly business to move in our large
stock of non residential looking properties as well. As
you may remember between 1940 and 1970, the Marigny
was losing 1,000 residents every 5 years. Under the
FMIA leadership, population stopped declining but it
has not increased since then.
The current draft of the Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance (CZO) partially addresses the FMIA’s request.
While it recommends a zoning change of most HMC-1
in the Triangle into HMR-1, it does not recommend the
RDO in that area. In addition, it does not remove the
few HMC-1 designations in the Rectangle and seems to
suggest that Franklin in the Rectangle and Touro in the
Triangle become minor commercial corridors (with most
of their corners staying or becoming HMC-1).
The FMIA is currently finishing a review of the details
of the Draft CZO and will present our conclusions
and recommendations to you at one of our general
membership meetings prior to making our final
recommendations to the City.
In the meanwhile, I hope to see you at our upcoming
Spring Home Tour, on May 19th!
A bientôt,
Alexandre Vialou

Bonjour,
Last month, neighbors in the Triangle notified the FMIA
regarding a proposed new adult theme shop. Because
the location of the proposed new business is Historic
Marigny Commercial - 1, we suspect that such a use is
not allowed. To that effect we notified the City which
sent Safety and Permits to identify its legality.
Even if it were to be illegal, the main issue at stake is that
the location of the proposed business is an unambiguous
residential looking shotgun, yet zoned commercial.
In fact, currently in the Triangle, there are several
contiguous blocks — made mainly of residential looking
structures — that are zoned commercial.
With the proposed new streetcar line on North Rampart
/ St. Claude which will certainly bring keen interest
on tourist related small commercial development, it
is urgent that the City correct this zoning mistake and
adopt the FMIA’s plan first submitted two years ago to
the City Planning Commission.
Our proposed change to the Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance is the following:
ALL Residential looking structures in the
neighborhood shall be zoned residential and
ALL non residential looking structures shall be
allowed to return into commercial use, as defined
in the Residential Diversity Overlay (the RDO).
The RDO defines for instance closing hours to
not exceed 10 pm and businesses to not be more
than 2,000 square feet. There are two exceptions
to this rule: ALL structures located on the North
Rampart / St. Claude Avenue corridor and MOST
structures located on Elysian Fields Avenue be
zoned Historic Marigny Commercial - 2; and
that structures located in the Frenchmen Street
Arts & Cultural Overlay are zoned HMC-1 with
further applications to facilitate arts and cultural
businesses.
The FMIA proposal is a strong and sensible proposal
that reaffirms the sentiment that the Faubourg Marigny

City Council is scheduled to address
the proposed Wine Shop/Bar/School
at 1938 Burgundy
on Thursday, May 16, 2013
The hearing for Zoning Dockets
(ZD022/13) and (ZD023/13)
originally scheduled for the May 2 City
Council Meeting has been deferred until
Thursday, May 16, 2013.
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Reframing Marigny - New Construction - Historic Setting
By Dan Harris
John Coyle followed, with a ziggurat-like construction
for what is popularly called Pecan Tree Park, and
without sacrificing the dog park, incorporated it along
with a soccer field atop a parking building with green
pedestrian ramps. Emerging from the dark interior to
the open roof had the pyramid’s feel for re-entry into
sunlight.
At Franklin and Decatur, ramp diagonals were found in
Ellen Hearle’s NOCCA housing. A beautiful conception
that resembled an ocean-going vessel, a porous cladding
for a hull. Up Franklin, Dan Akerley’s musician housing,
employed skewed roof angles to accommodate solar
shells along with open surfaces and alleys, in angles
and in openness, resonating with the previous Hearle
structure.
Continuing up Franklin, Aaron Schenker followed with
an adaptation of a warehouse, using its trusses and
sawtooth roofing pattern to shelter a restaurant, tasting
room, parking and housing. Alia Soomro found a strong
reuse of a metal structure, with translucent surfaces,
using the angles of her trusses much as Schenker had
down the block.
The opening work of Bahareh Javadi and the closing
ones of Lauren Evans, Tyson Ng and Casey Bemis also
manifest savvy and ambition. The students did appear
to spark off their teaching and each other. After the
presentations were over, John Coyle shared that he
had had a lot of studios, but that he had never gotten as
much out of one as he had with Gene.

On Friday, April 26 at the Shadowbox Theater, Gene
Cizek’s students in the Tulane University Masters
in Preservation Studies presented their final project.
The presentation was open to the public and attracted
academics, professionals, artisans, city officials, local
residents, former students and other guests.
Marigny has been a focus for the Preservation Studies’
efforts in past years. This year, the students illustrated
their hypothetical buildings, employing models,
powerpoint and posters, for specific parcels of land
between Marigny and Franklin; North Peters and
Chartres.
The teams of designers grappled with and blended the
practical with the ethereal, with several of the architects’
designs seeming to be in conversation with each other.
It was gratifying that the students were able to use
traditional vernacular in new ways showing adaptive reuse while preserving existing historic zoning. They were
green and sustainable too.
An early presenter, Drew Hauck, transformed Standard
Coffee into a marketplace and new housing with very
flexible public and commercial spaces. Trees from a
courtyard broke through to a rooftop garden. His use of
panels and light would find echoes in later presentations.

Supporting your neighborhood is a great way
to help make the Marigny
a great place to live, work and play.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 2013
Board Meeting
May 8, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy Street
Meet the Neighbors
May 14, 6:30 – 8:30 pm,
Schiros, 2483 Royal Street.
General Meeting
May 20, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street
June 2013
Board Meeting
June 5, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy Street
Meet the Neighbors
June 11, 6:30 – 8:30 pm,
Venue TBD
General Meeting
June 17, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

NONPAC MEETINGS
5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 4015 Burgundy Street
8th District — 2nd Thursday
5:30 pm, 1001 Toulouse Street
GREEN MARKETS
French Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm
Sankofa Market
Saturdays, 10 am - 2 pm
In front of ARISE Academy at Dr. Charles Drew
Elementary School, 3819 St. Claude Ave.
FREE FUN
St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com
Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm,
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street
Alvar Arts Presentation
May 16, 7 - 9 pm
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street
Tomio Thomann will be showcasing his homemade
lap-steel guitars and discussing his homemade brew
of citrus cellos, liqueurs made from the skins of citrus
fruits. Samples will be served. Open to the public.
If you have an event for the calendar
please send it to John Gutekunst at
editor@faubourgmarigny.org
5
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ORCHIDS

Meet the Neighbors

to Neometix for providing free replacement banners
for Elysian Fields.

ONIONS

After a rousing Riverfront Park meeting on April 9,
FMIA revelers met at Fatoush, who graciously provided
delightful noshes for attendees.
The next Meet the Neighbors is scheduled for May 14,
6:30 – 8:30 pm, at Schiros, 2483 Royal Street.

None — everyone has just been so darn nice lately.

G

Productions Inc

From the Kitchen of

*UDSKLF :HE'HVLJQ2IILFH$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ

We have the Experience
to create the Design Solutions
that exceed your Expectations!
www.GKProductions.com
John Gutekunst
MRKQ#JNSURGXFWLRQVFRP
Katherine Kuroczko
NDWKHULQH#JNSURGXFWLRQVFRP

Italian Dressing
made with Apple Cider Vinegar
¼ c apple cider vinegar
3 tbsp water
2 tbsp cane sugar
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp sea salt
1 tsp fresh ground pepper
1 tsp dried parsley

¼ tsp dried basil
¼ tsp dried basil
¼ tsp dried oregano
¼ tsp dried thyme
½ c olive oil
(canola oil or grape seed oil)

This is a healthy alternative to the usual dressings that contain high amounts
of hydrogenated oils (trans fat) and genetically modified ingredients. This
recipe can also serve as a great marinade for seafood, meat or poultry.

We get it done!
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BOARD MEMBERS

NONPAC Meetings

Alexandre Vialou, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org

5th District Report — No Report

Miles Swanson, Vice President: MilesS@faubourgmarigny.org

8th District Report

Mark Malouse, Treasurer: treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Chris Costello, Past President: ChrisC@faubourgmarigny.org

By Susan Drongowski
The April NONPACC meeting was cancelled due to a
scheduling conflict.
If anyone would like to attend the May meeting please
contact editor@faubourgMarigny.org.

Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary:
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Marshall Gries, Recording Secretary:
MarshallG@faubourgmarigny.org
John Gutekunst, Newsletter Ed.: JohnG@faubourgmarigny.org
Peter Horjus: PeterH@faubourgmarigny.org
Bill Walker: BillW@faubourgmarigny.org

COMMITTEES
Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Volunteer
Education
Caroling
Walking Tour
Home Tour
Community Outreach
Washington Square
Hospitality
Crime Prevention
Park
Membership
Development
Web
Site
Neighborhood
Frenchmen
Zoning
Special Projects
Fundraising

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Did you ever
wonder who these people are?
Find out at the next Meet your Neighbors!
And if you have a favorite place in the neighborhood
that you think would be interested in hosting an
upcoming event, let us know by emailing
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

Do You Recieve
Our Weekly E-Blast?
FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with
important news about what’s happening in the
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that
you need to know! To sign up for this service, email
news@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your
email settings to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org as
an approved sender or add it to your contact list.
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Marigny Green
By Deborah Oppenheim
The Earth Day Festival
and Green Business
The New Orleans Fruit Tree Project .............................. www.nolafruit.org
Expo (nolaearthdayfest.
Verdi Gras .......................................................................www.verdigras.org
wordpress.com) on April
21, 2013 at Bayou St. John
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana .................................. www.crcl.org
was a wealth of information about living
Bayou Land RC&D ........................................................BayouLandRCD.org
green in New Orleans.
Lead Safe for Children, Dr.Howard W. Mielke,
A New Orleans non-profit, The Louisiana
Tulane University of Medicine .................. howard.mielke@gmail.com
Bucket Brigade organized the first
New Orleans Earth Day Festival in
Sierra Club ...............................................................Louisiana.sierraclub.org
2009. The Louisiana Bucket Brigade
Global Recycling, for businesses ......................... www.JoinRecycling.com
(labucketbrigade.org) is one of the
Louisiana Coastal Lines of Defense ..................... www.linesofdefense.org
sponsors of this festival and their focus
is promoting clean air, environmental
Restore The Mississippi River Delta .................. mississippiriverdelta.org
justice issues and sustainability.
ZOM Beads .................................................................... www.zonbeads.com
What was so unique about this event
was it exclusively engaged our local
Farrell-Calhoun, NOLA Paint and Supplies ...nolapaintandsupplies.com
community, environmental and business
Bird foot Festival ........................................................www.birdfootcmf.org
organizations around the theme of
Natural Awakenings, healthy living magazineNOLAHealthyLiving.com
sustainability.
The festival had food, drink, one music
Green Project ....................................................... www.greenprojectinc.com
stage, a performance stage, activities for
Green Light................................................ www.greenlightneworleans.org
children, and an Art Installation of a 10ft.
oil derrick made out of Mardi Gras beads
to demonstrate that these beads are made
from petrochemicals. Please view the list of resources at
right.
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The Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association
wishes to express our sincere thanks
to the sponsors of the 2012 Fète Marigny
Thank you to

Mr. Gregor Fox
for his generous donation.

Thank you to

for their generous donation.
2013 Fète Marigny October 20, 2013

Thank you to

for their generous donation.
faubourgmarigny.org

The Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association
wishes to express our sincere thanks
to the sponsors of the 2012 Fète Marigny
Thank you to

Professor Gene Cizek
for his generous donation.

Thank you to

for their
generous donation.

Save the date for the 2013 Fète Marigny

October 20, 2013

faubourgmarigny.org
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Common misconception
mistakenly holds that
Betta Fish cannot have
‘tank mates’. As all
librarians LOVE to
research, so librarian
Ms. Gielec did her
research in setting up
this aquarium and
discovered that our
Betta, Stanley, actually
can have tank mates.
Stanley peacefully
enjoys the company
three Lemon Tetra’s, two Corydora Catfish, and Several
Apple Snails. On mentioning our gorgeous Golden and
Black Mystery Apple Snails, we have recently had a
beautiful bundle of darling baby Apple Snails.
Lastly, one cannot forget to mention our lovely live
aquatic plants! Live plants help populate the Alvar
Aquarium, make cozy hide-a-ways for inhabitants, and
help to oxygenate the aquarium water. Within the Alvar
tank grow a floating Javanese Moss Ball, A Japanese
Moss Ball, and two other unidentified plants.
Please come to visit our library and check out our
beautiful Alvar Library aquarium biome! And don’t
forget to check out any one of our fabulous new books
on fish and aquarium care.

The Alvar Library Aquarium:
An educational and entertaining Biome for all ages.
By Linda M. Gielec, Alvar Library Branch Manager
If you’ve brought a young child to the Alvar Library in
the past half year you may have noticed your little one
excitedly exclaiming, “fishy, FISHY!!!”. You may have
then looked down to see an easily missed amazing new
accoutrement to the Alvar’s Library’s always splendid
interior of information and artistry. Yes, the Alvar
Library has adopted an aquarium!
This beautiful little biome full of aquatic creatures began
its life at the Martin Luther King Branch Library in the
Lower 9th Ward. It was added to the library through
a generous grant from the Friends of the New Orleans
Public Library. When previous King Branch Manager,
librarian Linda Gielec, left the King Library to manage
the Alvar Library, the awe inspiring aquarium moved
with Ms. Gielec.
An introduction is on order now for you to meet the
fascinating characters inhabiting our very special
aquarium. Stanley (so named after Tennessee William’s
“Stanley Kowalski” in A Streetcar Named Desire), may
well be the *star* of the tank. Stanley is a stunning,
gracefully long-finned, Pink Dalmation Cambodian Betta
Fish.
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was specifically interested in the type and level of activities so we can
make sure they don’t become too intense for the neighborhood. For
now, Father Maestri only had projections but no hard answers. He said
it will be a work in progress and he will remain flexible. He wants to be
a good neighbor and is open to suggestions.
2) JACKSON KNOWLES: Jackson is the Director of Community
Development for the NOCCA Institute. She gave the board an update
on NOCCA’s plans for its proposed expansion in the neighborhood. She
brought John Williams and Mark Heck from John C. Williams Architects,
LLC, who is the project’s architect. Jackson presented NOCCA’s vision
for expansion along the Press St. corridor which NOCCA has purchased.
At this point there are two proposed projects: 1) the Habitat Warehouse
building at 2800 Chartres St. The NOCCA Institute is partnering with
a private venture to purchase and develop the property. Partnering
with a private company permits them to take advantage of available
tax credits. However, ownership will eventually be turned over to the
NOCCA Institute. This building will be a new culinary arts center and
consist of classrooms, a café, and leasable office space. The NOCCA
Institute will occupy one of the lease spaces. The other tenants have not
yet been finalized. Plans for the renovation were distributed to board
members. The project will require a conditional use permit. Jackson
remarked that three of the City Planning Commission members will
have to recuse themselves from considering the project due to conflicts of
interest. There may be a problem gathering a quorum to take a final vote.
The architects have been working with the HDLC and State Historic
Commission. They will be asking to extend the 68 car parking waiver,
which is already in place, as a conditional use. Because parking will
used predominantly by students who are already attending the school
they don’t anticipate a major increase.
2) Gardens: Plans for the Press Street gardens were distributed.
The plans include sheds, a greenhouse, a curb cutout for a
truck restaurant, and seating area. This garden section will
be on Press from Dauphine to Burgundy Street. The area is
zoned HMLI (Light Industrial) which is all ”Conditional” so
changes will have to be approved by CPC and the City Council.
As an aside, Jackson mentioned that Hubig’s Pies has shown some
interest in the property from Burgundy to N. Rampart Streets. The

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
April 3, 2012
Members Present: Alex Vialou, Miles Swanson, Gretchen Bomboy, Bill
Walker, John Gutekunst, Mark Malouse, Marshall Gries, Peter Horjus,
Chris Costello
Members Absent: None
Guests: Organization: Father William Maestri, Archdiocese of New
Orleans; Jackson Knowles, NOCCA Institute; Rhonda Findlay, Bywater
Resident; Leah Walbourne, NOLA Veggie Fest; Kash Schriefer, Marigny
Resident; \Gene Cizek, Resident/Past President FMIA
Meeting called to order (time): 7:03 p.m. By: Alex Vialou
Previous Meeting Minutes: Read? No, distributed by e-mail Approved?
Yes
COMMUNITY REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS
1) FATHER WILLIAM MAESTRI: Father Maestri explained to the board
the current plans for St. Gerard Atmella School (current Bishop Perry
School). The building was being used as a school for unwed mothers
but the last student has now graduated. Father Maestri noted that
there were no community outreach facilities from Esplanade to Press
Streets. He is proposing to reopen Bishop Perry as an Outreach Center
for religious and community services. Activities will include: 1)
Religion. The school will include a chapel with a noon mass and other
religious programs. 2) Community. He hopes to be able to provide
legal services and medical services such as testing for diabetes, blood
pressure, etc., by partnering with daughters of charity and Xavier
University. 3) Education. Father Maestri also foresees one floor for arts
and crafts, GED preparation, vocational training and resumé drafting.
He emphasized that the facility will not include a soup kitchen and
there will be no overnight facilities. Currently, hours are expected
to be Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with weekend
special events to be determined. Father Maestri reported positive
feedback from the neighbors. Funding for the project has been secured.
Chris Costello asked if there was a business plan for the project the
board could review in order to anticipate any potential issues. Chris

Continued on page 12
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with neighbors because a final action on Mimi’s may be coming soon.
Diane and Jeanne both reported that there has been no change in
the level of noise from Mimi’s. There is live music on weekdays and
weekends which continues past midnight. The Sunday night DJ show
is also continuing. If there has been sound insulation it has not been
effective. Jeanne reported that she can clearly hear the music through the
walls of her house. They reported that the situation has not improved.
Alex provided the phone number for the State Alcohol & Tobacco
Control Board (ATC) in Baton Rouge to leave a complaint: (225) 9254070. For city enforcement the number is still “911”. There is now a
noise complaint code.
6) GENE CIZEK: Resident and former FMIA president Gene Cizek stated
that he had received many phone calls enquiring about the FMIA’s
position on the Riverfront Park’s proposed Policies and Procedures
document. Various board members as well as Ken Caron, the Marigny’s
former liaison with the City’s Advisory Group on the park, were familiar
with the development of the Policies and Procedures (P&P). However,
the FMIA had not taken an official position or a vote because the final
version was only distributed to the board on March 28th. Several
members had concerns about some of the provisions of the document
which differed from the FMIA’s version (previously approved as
a Community Benefits Agreement - CBA). There was continued
discussion about the evolution of the Policies and Procedures document
as well as the distinction between the City’s Advisory Committee
on the Riverfront Park and the Riverfront Alliance. Gene stated that
he expected a vote to be taken and the results to be made available.
Gene reminded everyone of the meeting next Tuesday
with Cmbr. Palmer on the Riverfront Park. Diane Lease
noted that the discussion topic for Tuesday was to be on
the Mandeville Wharf only, not the entire Riverfront Park.
Concerning the proposed wine shop at 1938 Burgundy Street, Gene
stated that the neighbors were caught completely unaware by the
proposal and subsequent modifications and thought that the board
had done a poor job of communication. Chris Costello explained
the flow of events which started with a board meeting in December
with the developer. At that time, the board raised questions about
hours, proposed services, liquor sales, etc. Rather than returning to
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board thanked Jackson and invited her to give a presentation at the
general meeting.
3) RHONDA FINDLEY: Rhonda Findlay is a Bywater neighbor who is
concerned with the shrinking number of areas where dog owners can
let their pets off their leashes. She asked the FMIA board to adopt a
resolution to forward to the New Orleans Recreation Department
(NORD) and Councilmember Palmer to create off-leash areas on City
or NORD properties within our neighborhoods.
4) LEAH WALBOURNE: Ms. Welbourne introduced herself and the
Humane Society of Louisiana (HSL), which is a 501(c)3 animal
protection charity whose goal it is to fight cruelty to animals statewide.
The HSL is sponsoring the Fifth Annual Veggie Fest at the Healing
Center on May 11th and 12th. The fest will be a vegan outreach that will
feature vegan food vendors, small farmer’s market, and presentations
on healthy lifestyles. Alcohol will only be available inside and security
will be provided for the event. She encouraged everyone to attend and
enjoy good food for a good cause.
5) DIANE LEASE / JEANE TURNIPSEED: Neighbors Diane Lease
and Jeanne Turnipseed who live close to Mimi’s bar were invited
to the meeting for an update on the current status. President Alex
Vialou reviewed the board’s action to resolve the Mimi’s issue: (1)
The Louisiana Bureau of Alcohol and Tobacco Control (ATC) has
been contacted and a complaint has been filed. To date there has
been no feedback from the ATC but they are aware of the issue. 2)
Alex contacted City attorney Dan McNamara who was involved in
the enforcement action against the St. Roch Tavern. Live music has
not stopped at the St. Roch Tavern but the hours have been limited.
Noise levels and litter have also been addressed. (3) There were
two meetings with Mimi’s last year. Alex noted that a change in
ownership of the building may make a difference in the dialog. Miles
Swanson and Alex Vialou both met with Michael Wilkinson, Mimi
Dykes, and Patrick Finney who all believe that the bar has a (verbal)
authorization from the City to host live music. They stated they
believe the live music is now grandfathered at the location pursuant
to communication with Scott Hutcheson of the City’s Department of
Cultural Economy. Alex reminded the board that the Circle Bar was
granted a permit for live music after years of hosting events without
a permit. Alex underscored the importance of open communication

Continued on page 13

Project Lazarus Annual Guardian Angel
Gala and Patron Party
Pavilion of the Two Sisters
Wednesday, April 17th
Cocktails 6:30; Dinner 8:00
Patron Party Monday, April 15th
Windsor Court Hotel 6:00- 8:00
Honoring Guardian Angels
Mrs. Frances Smith and Mr. Jerry Purcell
Pawell-Desrosiers Award
Mr. Paris Winn
Please contact Steve Rivera for more information
SRivera@ProjectLazarus.net or (504) 949-3609 x 505

Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by
focusing on wellness, providing housing and offering important support services.
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the board with amendments, the developer forwarded his request
directly to the City Planning Commission (CPC) leaving the FMIA
out of the loop. The developer proposed to extend the newly created
HMC-2 wine/bar/shop designation to HMC-1 zoned areas. The
board opposed the extension of the HMC-2 use which was drafted
for the more intense HMR-2 area (St. Claude corridor) in mind.
The FMIA also drafted a list of potential restrictions, in the event a
wine shop were approved in HMC-1 by the CPC/City Council,
that could be considered as part of an effort to make it appropriate.
All agreed that communication on this issue had been poor and
as a result the board had been perceived negatively. However,
communications to city officials remained on-point and did not
suffer from the problems the board had with communications to the
membership.
7) KASH SCHRIEFER: Kash is a Marigny resident and has been asked
to head a Security Committee for the FMIA. He said he is willing to
do work on whatever the organization needs. Kash has been in law
enforcement since the early 1980’s. Recently, he participated in the
crime walk with the 8th District’s Commander Walls, five other officers
and two neighbors. Kash reported that the NOPD is very short staffed
and that residents need to do what they can individually. He stated
that video cameras are a huge help to the police department in solving
crimes. He cited the recent arrests in the beating incident that took
place at Chartres and Marigny streets as an example of how effective
residential cameras can be. He reminded everyone that there is no
obligation to do anything with one’s video but it can be made available
to police if needed. The board thanked Kash for his willingness to help.

revisions and it is important to have input from the immediate
neighbors. Alex Vialou volunteered to contact close-in neighbors. (2)
Developer of the proposed wine shop at 1938 Burgundy, Troy Gant, is
meeting with the Historic Faubourt Tremé Neighborhood Association
to present his plan which would also affect their neighborhood (both
neighborhoods share zoning). Their meeting is scheduled for April 4th
at 5:00 p.m. Bill Walker volunteered to attend. (3) Peter asked Chris
Costello, Alex Vialou, and Gretchen Bomboy to review the proposed
CZO maps and compare to the existing CZO version. (4) the Bywater
Neighborhood Association has proposed an Arts and Culture Overlay
for St. Claude Avenue from Press Street to Poland Avenue. (5) A
potential developer for 1919 Burgundy has been in contact with Peter
Horjus regarding his plan to redevelop the lot. Currently there is
a narrow cinderblock building on the lot. The developer would like
to increase the building to include 3 residences thereby significantly
increasing the density. This will require waivers. The plans are not
final and Peter said the developer wanted to make sure he contacted
the FMIA as a preliminary step.
f) Washington Square Park: Victor Stanley, the company that provided the
current benches and trash cans in the park would like to donate several
more benches, trash cans, and a bike rack. They are similar in style
to those already in the park. Miles Swanson moved to accept the gift.
Marshall Gries seconded. All voted in favor. Motion passed.
g) Spring Home Tour: Gretchen Bomboy confirmed that the Marigny
Opera House (formerly Holy Trinity church) will be on the tour this
year. The tour brochure is being drafted.
OLD BUSINESS
PROJECTS:
a) Riverfront Park: The Park’s proposed Policies and Procedures (P&P)
were read aloud. The affected neighborhoods have been asked to
support the document. The ensuing discussion brought to light
several items where the P&Ps deviated from the document that had
been previously discussed and approved by the FMIA (our CBA). The
differences included hours, performance times, and closing of the park
during events. The new document followed the same framework and
covered the same basic issues as the CBA. However, most members
wanted it to be clear that the P&P was a draft document which could
still be modified, i.e., it was not being approved as the final version.
Marshall Gries moved to refer to the document as a “working draft”
and attach a cover letter to it stating that we do not support all of the
particulars in the document, some of which is inconsistent with our
CBA, and that we expect to continue to fine tune the details. Gretchen
Bomboy seconded the motion. Seven voted in favor. Two abstained.
Motion passed. It was suggested that the document be posted on the
FMIA website.
b) Mimi’s: See above.
c) Café Istanbul: Nothing new.
d) Habana Outpost: See Zoning Committee.
f) Fête Marigny: Nothing new reported.
g) Parkettes/Parklets: There will be none in the Marigny.
h) Streetcars: Nothing new.
i) Food Trucks: St. Claude Mainstreet has asked that we publicize the
monthly Food Truck event in the Marigny (1940 St. Claude). It was
unclear whether the advertising was for the benefit for-profit businesses
or the non-profit St. Claude Mainstreet. The issue needs to be clarified.

ADMINISTRATION
1. APPROVALS BY E-MAIL: None.
2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: President Alex Vialou reminded all board
members of the importance of communication of board decisions.
Decisions are always difficult and especially so when issues are
presented with very short notice. Alex reminded the board that the
recent tumultuous weeks were the result of poor communication.
Alex insisted that diligently sticking to our process is the only
winning strategy. Alex mentioned that the New Orleans Visitors and
Convention Bureau has asked to help market Frenchmen Street. This
raises questions about what we want in the Marigny, what we do, and
who we are. Alex used the Fête Marigny as an example of promoting
who we are and what we have to offer. He suggested that we build
on that concept. For example, 2018 will be the 250th anniversary of
French revolt against the new Spanish rule in 1768 which resulted in
the execution of several prominent New Orleanians. This independent
spirit lives on in our neighborhood. We should continue to search for
effective means to communicate to others what we do and who we are.
As an aside, Alex mentioned that he has been in contact with Freret
Street Neighborhood Association and is looking forward to an
exchange of ideas regarding the development of commercial corridors.
3. TREASURER’S REPORT: One check was written to pay for the
bucket truck used to replace the banners on Elysian Fields Avenue:
$272.50. Three new invoices were circulated to board members:
$24.15 for mail related expenses and $180.00 and $192.90 for
reimbursement of parking fees for City meetings, miscellaneous
supplies for the Fête Marigny, extra printing costs, and supplies for
various general and board meetings for the past several months.
Mark Malouse moved to approve checks to pay for the three new
invoices. Chris Costello seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
4. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
a) Information / Newsletter Committee: Committee chairperson John
Gutekunst announced that the Fête Marigny thank you list will be
included in the upcoming edition. Sponsors will be thanked next
month. The Meet The Neighbor’s meeting will be changed from
Schiro’s to Fatoush to coincide with the Riverfront Park meeting at
Café Istanbul on the same night. An additional 100 copies of the FMIA
newsletter will be printed for distribution at the upcoming NOCCA
event. Creating FMIA Facebook and Twitter accounts was discussed.
Miles Swanson volunteered to investigate.
b) Marigny Green: Parkway Partners is planning to plant trees on the St.
Claude Avenue neutral ground as is St. Claude Mainstreet. The issue
was raised about the timing of such plantings if a streetcar line is
imminent.
c) Blight: Nothing new reported.
d) Parking: Nothing new reported.
e) Zoning: Zoning Committee chairman Peter Horjus stated: (1) the
proposed development of the properties at the corner of Esplanade
and N. Rampart Streets by Habana Outpost has undergone various

ORCHIDS & ONIONS:
Orchids: None proposed., Onions: None proposed.
MOTIONS:
1) Motion to approve minutes for March general and board meetings.
Moved: Gretchen Bomboy Seconded: John Gutekunst Vote: Approved
unanimously
2) Motion to approve checks to pay for the three new invoices.
Moved: Mark Malouse Seconded: Chris Costello Vote: Approved
unanimously
3) Motion to accept park benches, trash cans, and bicycle rack from
.Moved: Miles Swanson Seconded: Marshall Gries Vote: Approved
unanimously
4) Motion to approve of Riverfront Park Policies & Procedures limited
to “working draft” with cover letter stating our expectation that the
document will undergo further revisions. Moved: Marshall Gries
Seconded: Gretchen Bomboy Vote: 7 in favor, 2 abstain. Meeting
Adjourned Time: 10:35 p.m.
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes
April 15, 2013
WELCOME / INTRODUCTION
President Alex Vialou welcomed all to the April 15th General Meeting of
the FMIA and reviewed the agenda for the evening.
New Faces / New Members: Ryan Tascar is a new neighbor on Chartres
Street.
David McDonald has moved to the corner of Esplanade and Rampart
Streets.

Office have both been involved in NOCCA‘s redevelopment project.
Mr. Williams explained the designs for the school and showed
the various elevations. If approved, construction is expected to
start sometime in September through December of 2013. NOCCA
hopes to have the facility open in August, 2014 for the fall semester.
Resident Lisa Suarez raised the issue of construction disruption. She
asked for details about working hours, work days, street closings,
parking, etc. She explained that certain large construction projects in the
Marigny have been extremely disruptive and damaging to residents. Mr.
Williams reviewed work hours and days. He said they didn’t anticipate
closing any roads and no pile driving is foreseen. He further explained
that the project requires 84 parking spaces but they have a variance for
68. However, because they are adding an additional 41 spaces the final
tally will be more parking than required. He said they would be willing
to consider replacing some of the spaces with additional green space.
One resident raised a question regarding environmental
design considerations. Mr. Williams said that he is aware of
energy efficiency strategies (recycled materials, etc.) but noted
that they have to be weighed against budget constraints.
Gene Cizek reminded members that the FMIA was instrumental
in bringing NOCCA to the Marigny and was gratified to see
NOCCA’s plans come to fruition. Gene has organized a presentation
by his Tulane Architecture Students of the Marigny Riverfront
which will include Press St. development. It will take place at
the ShadowBox Theatre on April 26th from 2 p.m.to 5:00 p.m.
Ms. Perry also noted that Hubig’s Pies has expressed an interest in
the Press St. property between Burgundy and N. Rampart streets but
because plans aren’t final she couldn’t give any details.
3) MICHAEL PIZZOLATTO: Michael Pizzolatto, Board President of the
Plessy School came to update members on the school’s progress. For
the coming year the school’s home will be in Frederick Douglass High
School on St. Claude Avenue in the Bywater. It will be sharing Douglass
with Arise Academy for the first year. The Homer Plessy School will
be open for fall of 2013 for pre-K through 2nd grade students. There
are still openings for 1st and 2nd graders. They have also looked at
Sts. Peter and Paul on Burgundy St in the Marigny. Michael asked
members to consider the Plessy School at that location. There will be a
fundraiser on June 7th at the Marigny Opera House and will distribute
details later.
4) BLAKE JONES: Mr. Jones is the new owner of Sts. Peter and Paul
church on Burgundy Street in the rectangle. Mr. Jones expressed
some disappointment at the level of response he received from
the neighborhood regarding potential uses for the church and
accessory buildings. Mr. Blake has an open invitation to the
neighborhood to submit suggestions for uses for the property.
He noted that the KIPP School at Colton has asked him to use the
Church’s parking area for their parking needs. They estimate there
is a need for about 100 cars which have no place to park. He is still
looking for ideas. Some other groups have expressed interest. The
Urban League has interest in an early childhood intervention program
at the location. Ideally, Mr. Jones would like a comprehensive list
of uses to bring to the FMIA for review discussion. He still wants
input “outside the box”. Neighbors can submit their suggestions
through the FMIA website at secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.
He reminded attendees that anyone who wants a tour of the church
should contact Eddy Ward at the Who Dat café. Mr. Jones can be
contacted by e-mailing Alex Vialou at president@faubourgmarigny.
org.
5) LAURA BRENNER: Laura Brenner of LINCNewOrleans, a group
of interconnected organizations across New Orleans, announced
the second annual “Mutts in the Marigny” community event at St.
Paul’s Lutheran church. This year’s MIM will feature mobile vendors
selling items with an animal theme. Profits from snack sales will go to
the LASPCA. Profits from art by 2nd graders will go to low income
families with pets. The time is April 20th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
and everyone is invited.

ANNOUNCEMENTS / SPEAKERS
Announcements: Alex thanked the owners of Fatoush restaurant for hosting the monthly Meet The Neighbors gathering on Tuesday night. The
next MTN meeting will be at Schiro’s on May 14th.
Speakers:
1) ERNEST CHARBONNET: Mr. Ernest Charbonnet, currently
representing New Orleans’ District E on the City Council, introduced
himself to the attendees. Members were reminded of Mr. Charbonnet’s
assistance with the FMIA’s struggle against the Elysio Lofts project last
year. He has decided to run for one of the at-large seats on the City
Council. Jackie Clarkson will not be running again next term and Mr.
Charbonnet will be campaigning for her vacant seat. Mr. Charbonnet
stated that it is important to have a strong City Council in order to
balance the power of the Mayor’s office and asked that we consider
him at the next election.
2) SALLY PERRY: Ms. Perry is Executive Director of the New Orleans
Center for the Creative Arts (NOCCA). She updated the membership
on the two current projects NOCCA is working on in the Press Street
corridor: (a) the Gardens, and (b) the Forum. These areas are both
zoned HMLI which will require a conditional use permit. NOCCA has
already filed the necessary paperwork.
(a) Gardens: This will be a garden capable of growing produce in
all four seasons. The goal is to provide food for classes as well as
local restaurants. Plans currently include a greenhouse, shed and
a pergola for an outdoor classroom. The gardens also include a
Root Studio project which already has a designer working on the
layout. All structures and fencing will be reviewed by the HDLC.
The gardens will be open in the morning and will close at dark.
Resident Gene Cizek asked who will maintain the area. Gene
reminded everyone that Marigny neighbors have taken care of the
corridor for forty years and they would like to see a commitment
for continued maintenance of the property now that it has changed
ownership. Another resident commented that much of the current
landscaping was planted by residents and there was concern that
much of the greenery/trees would be lost. Ms. Perry assured
the members that they would try to retain as much as possible.
A food truck will also be part of the garden project. It will be a NOCCA
resource that will provide students with a food outlet and provide
visitors with a new food venue. NOCCA faculty will oversee, create
the menu, and administer the operation of the food truck. The current
timeline for the gardens is from three to four months, depending on the
conditional use process and soil studies, but Ms. Perry stated the grant
funds are already in place.
(b) The Forum: The Forum is a project to renovate and repurpose the current
Habitat Warehouse between Royal and Chartres streets on Press Street.
When the building is complete it will house 14 classrooms, a café (no
alcohol) which will be a training venue for students, and commercial
lease spaces one of which will belong to the NOCCA Institute.
Ms. Perry said that NOCCA had the opportunity to buy the Press
Street properties but needed financial assistance for the purchase.
The MCC Group had information on and the ability to tap the
various tax credits for the project, some of which were not available
to NOCCA. So, NOCCA has partnered with MCC. MCC will remain
a partner until the tax credits expire, the last of which will be in 7
years. After that, the property will transfer to the NOCCA Institute.
Responding to questions about parking, Ms. Perry stated that
there shouldn’t be a significant increase in the student population
and, consequently, no significant increase in the need for parking.
There are approximately 620 students attending NOCCA,
currently on split shifts. Next year they will move to three class
sessions, so dividing the current student level between three
sessions should result in approximately the same parking demand.
John Williams and Mark Heck of John C. Williams Architects LLC
provided drawings of the proposed new Forum building. Plans
for both the Forum and Gardens will be presented to the City
Planning Commission (CPC) meeting on April 23. Kyle Wedberg,
NOCCA CEO, who is a sitting member of the CPC will recuse
himself from any decisions. The HDLC and State Preservation

UPDATES / COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committees:
Home Tour: Volunteer docents are needed for the home tour. Volunteers
get a free ticket to the tour. The Home Tour date is 5/19/13.
Continued on page 15
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As for the administration, funding, and maintenance of the park, very
little progress has been made. The city has been put on notice that there
are many issues that still need to be resolved. Cmbr. Palmer suggested an
organized push to get an opening in the flood walls, which should include
the Army Corps of Engineers. She emphasized that neighborhoods need
to keep the pressure on the City. It was noted that because the Mandeville
wharf has the potential to generate funds there will be pressure to use the
wharf as a revenue producer, with a direct impact on the residents.
Gene Cizek noted that neighbors have participated in a “Riverfront
Alliance” for years to address the riverfront development issues. Then an
“Advisory Group” was created by the City with neighborhood liaisons.
Ken Caron, the Marigny’s former liaison to the Advisory Group stated
that the City’s current plan is to open the park in May, 2014. One neighbor
warned that unless issues of maintenance and funding are resolved it will
be an open invitation for public/private developments which could potentially wall off the river from the rest of the city and the public.
The Bywater Neighborhood Association (BNA) has submitted a proposed
Arts & Culture Overlay for St. Claude Avenue to Cmbr. Palmer. (The
Overlay is on the BNA website.) The BNA hinted that the FMIA was engaged in the Overlay process but the FMIA’s participation was limited to
observing. The Board will clarify its position with Cmbr. Palmer.
Resident Diane Lease suggested a Meet The Neighbors night in the
Bywater with neighbors from both neighborhoods.
The meeting adjourned at 8:50

Security: This month’s NonPac meeting was cancelled. Nothing further
this month.
Washington Square Park: Nothing new to report.
Blight: The house at 1417 Chartres Street has been listed as in imminent
danger of collapse. The City has recommended demolition of the property. This was an 1830’s townhouse and is owned by an absentee landlord. There is some question about whether or not the property is beyond
salvaging and if demolition is truly necessary.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
Wine Shop: The developers request for a zoning change and conditional
use will go before the City Council on Thursday, April 18th, at 11:00 a.m.
The City Planning Commission (CPC) which took no action due to a lack
of quorum so it is going to City Council without a CPC recommendation.
The FMIA has and continues to oppose the proposal. An FMIA representative will be present at the meeting to read our opposition into the
Council record. Resident Gene Cizek warned of the precedent this would
create for all HMC-1 properties in the Marigny and Tremé and the potential negative effect it could cause a neighborhood given the lack of code
enforcement in the city.
Mimi’s: A lawsuit filed by neighbors against Mimi’s has stopped live
music at the bar until proper permits can be obtained. The day before
the court hearing Mimi’s filed for a Mayoralty Permit for live music.
Alex Vialou says Mimi’s needs to follow the entire legal process to be
considered for live music. At this point, the matter is unfolding in the
civil suit. Alex underlined the incompatibility of live music in residential
neighborhoods.
Riverfront Park: Tuesday evening March 9th there was a meeting at Café
Istanbul with Cmbr. Palmer about the new Riverfront Park. Although
the meeting was well attended, little new was disclosed. The park is now
scheduled to open in approximately one year and will not open until the
Mandeville crossing is completed. That crossing will eventually include a
walkway and an elevator.

Do you want your newsletter sent to you via ____ Email OR _____Regular Mail?
Ideas, Comments, Concerns, Suggestions:
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General Meeting — Monday, 5/20/13
Meet the Neighbors Night — Tuesday, 5/14/13
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

a n t i q u e s
OPEN 11am-7pm EVERY DAY
Lowest antique prices in
New Orleans!

Ask about our other locations

504.952.5651

Bruce Blew, Owner
(cell) 504.453.2199

Fine Affordables

furniturejewelrylighting
artdecorrugs
info@thejunqueshop.com

www.thejunqueshop.com

421 Frenchmen St. New Orleans, LA 70116

