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THE                                WORD
Put the children to bed, cover up Fido’s 
ears, if you have an ostrich please ask him 
to bury his head in the sand now, because 
we’re going to discuss . . . Volunteering! 
Wait wait, don’t stop reading, just bear with 
me a bit.
We are all fortunate to live in the Marigny, its 
a unique place in a vibrant, exciting city. But it 
didn’t just happen here, a lot of work by a lot of 
people went into creating this neighborhood as 
it is today. Maintaining it is a delicate balancing 
act. Too much resistance to change brings on 
stagnation. But changes that seek to alter the 
current character of the neighborhood, or that are 
implemented in a thoughtless or haphazard manner —  
and the Marigny we all know and love would become 
unrecognizable.
Last month we asked members what their concerns were 
in the neighborhood, specifi cally what issues they would 
like to see addressed. The responses were varied, but 
certain broad themes became obvious. Among the most 
commonly noted were city services, zoning enforcement 
and noise. For others I refer you to last month’s Les Amis 
de Marigny, which I’m sure you keep with you at all 
times. 
Everyone these days is busy, but for the FMIA and the 
neighborhood in general to respond to these and other 
concerns, we all need to be involved. And the more 
volunteers we have participating, the easier it is for 
everyone. As an added attraction, becoming a volunteer 
means you are fully justifi ed in complaining about those 
who don’t volunteer. 
In order to keep the Marigny the place we want to live, 
work and play, we all need to work together, with each 
resident participating in whatever way they can. 

Volunteering doesn’t have to be an onerous chore. 
Many of the things the FMIA needs help with are more 
fun than work. For instance the Spring House Tour is 
coming up in May. We need people to act as docents at 
the homes on the tour. It’s an interesting and enjoyable 
way to spend a couple of hours, plus you get to see a lot 
of your neighbors. Who knows, you might even learn 
something. 

Do you have a bit more time on your 
hands? Volunteer to help organize the tour 

event, perhaps make calls to help round 
up docents for the homes. Not glamorous 

enough? Wear a tiara while making the calls 
(volunteers must supply their own tiaras).

There are other opportunities throughout the 
year. Our fi rst Fête Marigny last year was a 

huge success. It would have been impossible 
without all the volunteers who worked so hard 

arranging for the food, music, and everything else 
that made it such a special day. 

This year we’re also looking for someone to oversee 
the event, sort of a Fête Czar — a chance for all you 
type-A personalities out there to show everyone who’s 
boss. If we’re going to make this year’s Fête Marigny 
happen, we have to start now.
One fi nal note. I encourage everyone to do something 
you’ve probably never done before, to go outside your 
comfort zone, to take a real walk on the wild side. Buckle 
your seat belts right now and actually fl ip to page seven 
of this newsletter and look at the list of committees that 
are listed there every month. If that’s too much work, 
here they are:

 If you see something in this list that

• piques your interest

• that gets your juices fl owing

• that is all that and more!
                    . . . well, you know what to do. V

For more info — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Caroling
Community Outreach

Crime Prevention
Development
 Frenchmen
Fundraising
Education

 Home Tour

 Hospitality
Membership

Neighborhood
Special Projects

Volunteer
Walking Tour

Washington Square Park
Web Site

~ this marks the end of the guilt trip, please proceed ~
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Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the 
Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c) 
non-profi t, all-volunteer organization committed to the 
preservation of the unique architectural and cultural 
heritage of our historic district, and to improving the 
quality of life in our diverse community. Contents, 
editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily 
refl ect the offi cial views of the FMIA, its Board or its 
members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of 
any business advertised in its newsletter. Contents of 
Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to 
reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs 
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor 
and/or byline columnist.

Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with 
topics of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are 
encouraged. The editor reserves the right to reject 
submissions including editorial and advertising 
content. Submissions must be received by the 7th of the 
month for inclusion in the next month’s issue. Send 
contributions to: FMIA Newsletter, 2401 Burgundy St., 
Box 10, NOLA 70117 or editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 

The newsletter is published each month except August 
and January. Back issues are available online at www.
faubourgmarigny.org.

The newsletter is now accepting classifi ed ads. 
Personals, however, are not being accepted. Contact 
ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classifi ed Rates: $5.00 per 
each 25 words.

Commercial Advertising

Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)
Full 
Page

1/2 
Page

1/4 
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$110 $55 $40 $25

Non-
Member

$113 $58 $43 $28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)
Full 
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$90 $45 $30 $18

Non-
Member

$93 $48 $33 $21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.

All advertising must be received by the 15th of each 
month for publication in the next month’s issue. 
For information regarding advertising, contact the 
business manager at ads@faubourgmarigny.org.

A D V E R T I S I N G

Classifi eds Now Available

About the Newsletter

An Acronym Assortment (AAA)
Many of the issues facing the Marigny involve zoning, and unless 
you’re an afi cionado of such things, understanding the acronyms 
tossed about in conversations can be somewhat bewildering. 
Here’s a primer of some of the most common acronyms you may 
hear along with brief descriptions.

• CZO — Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance: designed to 
develop user-friendly land use and development regulations 
by establishing zoning districts.

• CPC — City Planning Commission: provides analysis and 
recommendations to the City Council on matters dealing 
with the present and future development of the City.

• NOBC — New Orleans Building Corporation: owns, leases, 
develops and operates properties owned by the City. 

• HDLC — Historic District Landmarks Commission: 
regulates, preserves, and protects historic districts and 
landmarks in the city with the exception of those areas 
covered by the CBD and Vieux Carre Commissions.  

• BZA — Board of Zoning Adjustments: hears appeals from 
applicants who have been refused building permits. 

• HMR (1, 2 and 3) Historic Marigny/Tremé Residential 
Districts: the purpose of these districts are to protect 
existing residential development and to maintain a desirable 
character of such development within the historic Marigny/
Tremé area.  

• HMC (1, 2 and 3) Historic Marigny/Tremé Commercial 
Districts: the purpose of these districts are to provide for 
restricted retail stores and service establishments that 
will attract tourists and local residents without adversely 
affecting either the character of the historic Marigny/Tremé 
area or nearby residences. 

• HMLI Historic Marigny/Treme Light Industrial: the 
purpose of this zoning district is to provide a mixture of light 
industrial, commercial, and residential uses that would not 
adversely affect the historic character of the Lower Marigny 
neighborhood.  

• RDO — Residential Diversity Overlay District: allows a 
limited number of commercial activities and higher density 
residential uses in existing buildings through use of an overlay 
district that extends across multi-block areas of residentially 
zoned areas, sustaining the historic character of residential 
neighborhoods that contained a few shops serving the 
immediate neighborhood and a few small multi-unit residential 
buildings situated among low density residential use.

• AC— Arts & Cultural Overlay District: sustains established 
and promotes new arts and cultural uses including a 
limited number of small-scale live entertainment venues 
in neighborhood business or mixed use areas that are 
compatible with the character of nearby residential 
neighborhoods. 

• RIV — Riverfront Overlay District: preserves, creates and 
enhances public views of and access to the Mississippi River 
and creatively encourages the use of and visual access to it.
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Bonjour,

It’s March! 
As signaled by the blooming of 
the beautiful Japanese Magnolia 
in our neighborhood, spring 
is upon us. With it, one may 
start recalibrating our new 
year’s resolutions: what can 
actually be done in the house or 
what goals can we still achieve this 
year? 
As you walk through the neighborhood, 
please consider being even more active in the 
dealings with your neighborhood improvement 
association. 
If you walk by a blighted property, have you checked 
the new website: www.blightstatus.nola.gov to check 
if the property is being inspected or under revision 
by the City of New Orleans Code Enforcement. If not, 
have you call 311 to notify the city about it? There is a 
missing one way sign by your nearest intersection; have 
you called 311 to ask the city to fi x it?
March is also a good time to start volunteering again 
(and pay your annual dues). As laid out in the front 
page of this newsletter, everything achieved by the 
FMIA, its tireless work on zoning and parking issues, to 
the organization of our three community and outreach 
events:

Spring Home Tour

Fête Marigny in the Fall, and 

Christmas Caroling

                  are done entirely thanks to volunteer. 
Without volunteers there will be no FMIA. And without 
the diversity of its membership refl ected in your board, 
the FMIA wouldn’t be the forceful and passionate group 
of engaged citizens, objective and impartial on issues, it 
has became and is known in the City.
Volunteering is the way we all started. It enables to see 
that big changes always start with small steps. In fact it 
is by tackling big issues such as blight, transportation, 
housing for the elderly and the low and middle income 
citizens, streetscape, or crime — step by step, house 
by house, public meeting by public meeting, that we 
can devise the improvements we want to see in our 
neighborhood. 
I hope you’ll join our call. 
See you around!

    Alexandre Vialou

President’s Report Happ’ns in the ‘Hood

Streetcar
Did you know that you can now take the streetcar 
from the Faubourg Marigny to Canal Street and New 
Orleans’s Central Business District? 
The RTA has extended the reach of the Riverfront line 
that starts at the end of Elysian Fields Avenue to the 
Loyola line up to the Union Passenger Terminal. 
This service is available only on weekends from 6:30 am 
to 9:30 pm. For more information, go to: www.norta.com

Crime
Most people in the neighborhood are probably aware of 
the recent shooting of offi cer John Passaro on the 1100 
block of Poland Avenue in Bywater. 
Please also be aware — there have recently been other 
reports of instances of crime in the Marigny, including 
a robbery on Mandeville street and more recently an 
attempted robbery on the 700 block of Port.

Dat Dog
The vacant lot at Frenchmen and Chartres next to Apple 
Barrel has been purchased by Constantine Georges with 
plans are to open a Dat Dog restaurant. Plans for the lot 
show a building two stories tall in a style that matches 
other neighborhood buildings. Both fl oors will be used 
for the restaurant, which will be open for lunch and 
dinner. 

Homer Plessy School 
The pre-K through 2nd grade Homer Plessy school is 
currently enrolling for fall. The application period is 
open through March 15, with left over places fi lled on a 
fi rst come fi rst served basis. 
The school’s location has  not yet be determined, but 
it will probably be on the St. Claude corridor in the 
Bywater (not at Colton).  

Club Bamboula
The proposed music club at 516 Frenchmen Street was 
initially rejected by the City Planning Commission. 
However the developers were granted additional time to 
reconsider their plan. The proposal was to go before City 
Council on February 21, but the developers withdrew 
their appeal. 
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Vacant lots in our neighborhood are often related to 
blight in our neighborhood. When not converted into 
parking lots, private or public greenspace (2239 North 
Rampart) or urban farm (such as at 900 St. Ferdinand); 
vacant lots are unused and can be a public nuisance to its 
immediate surrounding neighbors. 
Vacant lots themselves are often the sad manifestation 
of a place where a house was once demolished due to 
years of neglect. In order to not provide any incentives 
to add additional vacant lots in our neighborhood, the 
FMIA opposes categorically any demolition without a 
reasonable reconstruction plan approved by the Historic 
District Landmarks Commission.

Still, we are faced now with a very signifi cant number 
of empty lot properties in our neighborhood. As 
the Faubourg Marigny continues its way through 
repopulation (the 2010 Census showed that population 
loss in the Faubourg Marigny since the 1940’s has been 
stabilized and data from the Greater New Orleans Data 

Center showed the Faubourg Marigny as one of the few 
neighborhood that already exceeded its pre-Katrina 
population levels), there is absolutely no reason for 
anyone to live next to an abandoned lot. 
While most of these are privately owned, few are 
owned by public entities. Below is an insert for 2819 
Dauphine Street from the New Orleans Assessor Website 
(nolaassessor.org). This very large unused property 
(almost 13,000 square feet) is owned by the Housing 
Authority of New Orleans and is creating a sense of void 
which is conducive to the absentee landlord situations 
of two longtime blighted properties on the same block at 
2816 Burgundy Street and 841 St. Ferdinand. 
The FMIA would like to submit a proposal to HANO for 
the disposal of the property. What would you like to see 
there? A public greenspace throughway that would link 
Dauphine Street to Burgundy Street, three single family 
homes, a well design mixed income public housing 
development? Let us know.

Blight
By Alexandre Vialou

2215 North Rampart

2819 Dauphine Street
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March  2013

Board Meeting
March 6, 7 pm, 
2509 Burgundy Street 

Meet the Neighbors
March 12, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, 
Faubourg Wines, 2805 St. Claude

General Meeting
March 18, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

April  2013

Board Meeting
April 3, 7 pm, 
2509 Burgundy Street 

Meet the Neighbors
April 9, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, 
Venue TBD

General Meeting
April 15, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

NONPAC MEETINGS

5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 4015 Burgundy Street

8th District — 2nd Thursday
5:30 pm, 1001 Toulouse Street

GREEN MARKETS

French Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm

Sankofa Market
Saturdays, 10 am - 2 pm
In front of ARISE Academy at Dr. Charles Drew 
Elementary School, 3819 St. Claude Ave.

FREE FUN 

St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com

Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm, 
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street

Nickel a Dance Spring Soirees
4 - 7 Pm every Sunday In March 
at Maison, 508 Frenchmen
   March 3 - Shannon Powell’s Traditional Jazz All-Stars
  March 10 - Frank Oxley’s Joint Chiefs of Jazz
  March 17 - Ernie Elly & The Ponchatoula Strawberries
  March 24 - Davell Crawford & The Creole Jazzmen
  March 31 - Lionel Ferbos & The Palm Court Jazz Band
504-947-6155 or http://www.nojc.org/nickel

If you have an event for the calendar 
please send it to John Gutekunst at 

editor@faubourgmarigny.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by  
focusing on wellness, providing housing and offering important support services. 

 
Project Lazarus Annual Guardian Angel  

Gala and Patron Party 
 

Pavilion of the Two Sisters 
Wednesday, April 17th  

Cocktails 6:30; Dinner 8:00 
 

Patron Party Monday, April 15th  
Windsor Court Hotel 6:00- 8:00 

 
 

Honoring Guardian Angels  
Mrs. Frances Smith and Mr. Jerry Purcell 

Pawell-Desrosiers Award 
 Mr. Paris Winn 

 
Please contact Steve Rivera for more information 

SRivera@ProjectLazarus.net or (504) 949-3609 x 505 

To fi nd out which repairs are the city’s responsibilities, 
a 311 operator helped me to organize a phone 
conversation with the Department of Public Works 
(DPW) Community Outreach Specialist, Cheryn Robles 
at crobles@nola.gov. Both folks were very professional 
and helpful, and told me the following things.
The DPW has a new beta website (http://new.nola.gov/
dpw/) which mostly has frequently asked questions 
concerning potholes, street lights, sidewalks, catch 
basins, traffi c signs/signals, parking, and permits. To 
report a problem they encourage everyone to call 311.
There is also a link to the Code of Ordinances for the 
City of New Orleans if one really wants to do some 
reading at http://library.municode.com/index.
aspx?clientId=10040.
Sidewalks/banquettes are the responsibility of the home 
or business owner and not the city. For public safety 
the city may fi x the sidewalk themselves, and then bill 
the owner for the costs. As we live in a historic district 
one must check with the Historic District Landmarks 
Commission (HDLC) to ensure that the correct materials 
are used. 

Clogged catch basins cause street fl ooding. To prevent 
this from occurring in the fi rst place, residents should 
frequently remove trash and leaves from their gutters 
and house fronts. Per the DPW website, the city has 
enough funding to UNCLOG ALL CATCH BASINS 
in 2013. Please call 311 if you know of one in your 
neighborhood, and the city will unclog it for you.
Illegal parking is not the responsibility of the police, it 
lies with the DPW. This is useful to know as parking is 
more and more of a challenge in the Marigny. Call (504) 
658-8200 in order to report an urgent parking problem, 
otherwise call 311.
Funding from the Recovery Roads Project (http://
recoveryroads.nola.gov/) may repair some sidewalk and 
street sections (not whole streets) in our neighborhood 
that were deemed eligible by FEMA. 
Here is a link to a pdf fi le which has the potential side 
walk (SW) and street repairs (asph) listed by address: 
http://recoveryroads.nola.gov/Portals/0/Marigny.pdf.

Who Repairs What?
By William Carter
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Alexandre Vialou, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org

Miles Swanson, Vice President: MilesS@faubourgmarigny.org

Mark Malouse, Treasurer:  treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org

Chris Costello, Past President: ChrisC@faubourgmarigny.org

Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary: 
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org

Marshall Gries, Recording Secretary: 
MarshallG@faubourgmarigny.org

John Gutekunst, Newsletter Ed.:  JohnG@faubourgmarigny.org

Peter Horjus:  PeterH@faubourgmarigny.org

Bill Walker: BillW@faubourgmarigny.org

Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org

Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org

Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org

Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Caroling

Community Outreach
Crime Prevention

Development
 Frenchmen

Fundraising
Education

 Home Tour
 Hospitality
Membership

Neighborhood

Special Projects
Volunteer

Walking Tour
Washington Square 

Park
Web Site

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

B O A R D  M E M B E R S

C O M M I T T E E S

Meet New People, Do a Good Deed
The newsletter has openings on its staff for 

photographers, reporters and ad people. It’s an 
opportunity to get involved with your neighborhood, 
meet new people and generally have fun. If you are 

interested, contact editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Do You Recieve 
Our Weekly E-Blast? 

FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with 
important news about what’s happening in the 
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news 
that you need to know! To sign up for this service, 
email news@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the 
list. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your 
email settings to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org 
as an approved sender or add it to your contact list.

5th District Report
No Report

8th District Report

By Susan Drongowski
There was no NONPAC meeting in February due to 
Mardi Gras.  The next scheduled meeting is March 14 at 
6 pm at the New Orleans Healing Center.

NONPAC Meetings

Mystery Photo
Identify these two people singing at one of the 

Caroling events and win a fabulous prize. 
Send your entry to 

editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 

Other mystery photos from our past are welcome. 
Send them to editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

Editor’s Note: 

The subject of last 
month’s mystery 
photo was Henry 
Laguillion, sitting 
in front of 618 Spain 
Street in 1914. Note 
the steps, brick walks 
and high top button 
shoes. 

Unfortunately no one came up with the correct 
answer, so last month’s grand prize of an all-expense 
paid trip to Hawaii for two has remained unclaimed.
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By Deborah Oppenheim

MARCH on Climate Change…
Green Light New Orleans has announced a new 
volunteer campaign called “March on Climate Change” 
to improve energy effi ciency for thousands of residents 
and businesses in New Orleans while reducing carbon 
emissions and energy savings. Their goal is to install 
80,000 free energy effi cient compact fl uorescent light 
bulbs for more than 3,000 New Orleans residents 
through March 2013. 
Andreas Hoffman, Executive Director of Green Light 
New Orleans said, “We have the free energy effi cient 
light bulbs. We have hundreds of residents eager to 
participate. We are counting on volunteer support to 
answer this call to action that will dramatically reduce 
carbon emissions and save residents millions in energy 
costs.” 
To accomplish their goal, Green Light New Orleans 
needs the support of volunteers. The fi rst 500 volunteers 
who commit to at least two service days before the 
end of March will receive a free gift card from one 
of the participating businesses as a thank you. For 
more information or questions, please contact www.
greenlightneworleans.org or 504-324-2429. 

Some Information:  
• CFLs contain small amounts of mercury. One 

CFL contains about 5 mg of mercury (a mercury 
thermometer has between 500 and 1,000 mg of 
mercury). There is no threat of the mercury while it 
is in the bulb. A CFLs light bulb reduces potential 
mercury emissions by 70% to incandescent light 
bulb. 

• If you break one be careful not to inhale the 
mercury. Just use a wet paper towel to clean it up 
and put all the pieces in a zip lock bag to be placed 
in the recycle station.

• CFLs have to be recycled. PLEASE do not discard in 
the trash. Home Depot and Lowes offers free CFL 
recycling. 

• CFLs save you energy and money. 

• CFLs provide the same amount of light (lumens) 
as standard incandescent bulbs but have lower 
wattage ratings. Check the product packet guide for 
the best CFLs wattage for your use.

• Specialty CFLs are available through 
BuyGreenGiveGreen.org or at local stores. 

• Incandescent bulbs are being phased out.
March into March by reducing your own energy usage 
and others so everyone can benefi t to a more sustainable 
and resilient community. 

Marigny Green
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Meet the Neighbors 
for March will be 
at Faubourg Wines, 2805 St. Claude, who will  be 
planning a special wine tasting for the occasion. Join 
us on Tuesday, March 12th  The Meet the Neighbors 
get togethers are a wonderful opportunity to meet and 
socialize with your neighbors. Oh, and have a glass of 
wine as well — it doesn’t get any better than that.

Where would you like to 
Meet your Neighbors?

Do you have a favorite place in the neighborhood that 
you think would be interested in hosting and upcoming 
Meet the Neighbors gathering? 
If so, let us know at editor@faubourgmarigny.org.  
Here are some of the recent hosts:

Langlois, 1841 N. Rampart 

Ruby Slippers, 2001 Burgundy

Cutter’s, 706 Franklin 

Mojito’s, 437 Esplanade 

The Friendly Bar, 2301 Chartres

John Paul’s Bar, 940 Elysian Fields

Marigny Brasserie, Frenchmen & Royal

Kajun’s Pub, 2256 St Claude

Siberia, 2227 St. Claude 

Melange Speakeasy Bar, 2106 Chartres 

Buffa Lounge, 1001 Esplanade 

Hi Ho Lounge, 2239 St Claude 

Sweet Lorraine’s, 1931 St Claude 

Yuki, 525 Frenchmen

Meet the Neighbors
The Spring Tour is 

Right Around the Corner!
The 41st Annual FMIA Spring 
Home Tour will be in the Marigny 
Rectangle this year. We need 
volunteers and a chairman for the 
committee. 
Contact Gretchen Bomboy at 
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org to 
be part of this great tradition.
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Attention Parents
Free online resources for parents evaluating 
Orleans charter and public schools during open 
enrollment.

Two online resources can help parents in your search for 
the right school for your student during the One App 
enrollment period, which ends March 15. 

• One resource is http://laschoolfi nder.com/. 
It is basically the Parent’s Guide to public schools 
“online” with some extra data, such as classroom 
size, teacher/student ratio, and student profi ciency 
rankings thrown in to help compare schools on 
student performance. 

• The other online resource is www.charterdiscovery.
com which provides more data in comparing 
charters on test results, state rating, diversity and 
other indicators.

 If you need assistance with understanding this data 
relative to your public school search, contact the 
Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools at 
504-274-3651 or the New Orleans Parents’ Guide at 
http://neworleansparentsguide.org, 504-684-4512.



11

FA
UB

OURG MARIGNY

MPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIOI N

Board members Present: Alex Vialou, Miles Swanson, Gretchen Bomboy, 
Bill Walker, John Gutekunst, Mark Malouse, Chris Costello, Peter Horjus
Board Members Absent: Marshall Greis
Guests:Dave Hurlbert (Marigny Opera House), Gerard Salassi (Mardi 
Gras Zone) Benny Naghi and Eric Pounds Claude Mauberret (520 
Frenchmen Street)
Call to Order 7:03
Announcements: Patrick Finney will reschedule
Marigny Opera House: Discussion of their past and future plans for use 
of the building. 
The Draw-a thon was quite successful and resulted on no complaints 
from the neighbors. Two weddings cancelled when they were told they 
could not have amplifi ed live music.

Mardi Gras Zone: Discussion regarding allowing alcohol sales resulted 
in a negative response from the board. A further discussion of the man-
ner in which the expansion of this business which is not allowed by law 
has affected the immediate neighbors. Benny agreed to arrange a formal 
meeting with the neighbors to fi nd out exactly what their problems are.
Claude Mauberret, the assessor, is an investor in the project and brought 
preliminary plans for our discussion of their intentions. All appears to be 
in order, with no plans for live music and also daytime as well as evening 
hours. There will be three apartments on the third fl oor.

Administration
1. Approvals by email: none
2. President’s Report: 

a. 1/4 of the board year already
b. Frenchmen Street Art Market
c.  Meeting with MACCNO
d. Empty HANO Lots
e. Bastille Day Festival 

3. Treasurer’s Report: Submitted by Mark Malouse, typed list of checks 
written in last Quarter of 2012

4. Committee Reports:
a. Newsletter – Orchids and Onions
b. Marigny Green: No discussion
c. Blight
d. Parking – Request by Donna Wakeman
e. Zoning
f. Washington Square Park, Gretchen has not heard back from Abry 

Bros regarding a quote on the gate repair.

g. Caroling was successful. There were 200 candles and we ran out. 
The hot chocolate donated by Marigny Brasserie was a big hit. 
The coffee donated bt Café Rose Nicaud was appreciated and the 
cookies from the Cake Café were so good everyone thought they 
should have been  for sale.

h.  Spring Home Tour, Gretchen is going to try to chair it. WE discussed 
that since it is the Rectangle time that we should forego an event 
in WSP and just sell tickets from St. Paul’s. We will continue 
discussion.

Old business:
a. Bamboula (January 27th). We need to support the French Quarter 

groups in their efforts to fi ght this project. It will be as damaging to 
Marigny residents as it will to the Quarter.

b. Mimi’s – Letter to be sent
c. Café Istanbul – Meeting with Chuck and Pres
d. Habana Outpost (Deferred until January / Letter from Miles).
e. Parking Garage (Survey Monkey + Dos and Don’ts). Need to Email 

Jon Williams
f.  Lewis Stirling.
g. Riverfront Park

New business:
1. Report that Melange and other restaurants are not abiding by the 

overlay. 
2. Bastille Day Event. – Propose collaboration with Frenchmen Street 

Businesses to clean up street and add decorations for July 4th  and 
July 14th.

3. Fete Marigny
Projects / Events / Other?
Unresolved issues (if there is time):
1. Projects

a. Welcome Sign 
b. Historic Markers
c. AIDS Memorial
d. Marigny Advertising/Brochure/T-shirt ideas
e. Crime Collaborative. 
f. Art in WSP Guidelines / CEA with Park & Parkways
g. Block Captains
h. Business Directory
i. Infi ll Development

Adjournment

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2012 
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Members Present:  Alex Vialou, Miles Swanson, Gretchen Bomboy, Bill 
Walker, John Gutekunst, Mark Malouse, Marshall Gries , Peter Horjus
Members Absent: Chris Costello
Guests:  Organization:
Constantine Georges, Business Investor
Dave Meeks, Resident
Donna Wakeman, Resident
Ken Caron, Resident
Lisa & Nick Suarez, Residents
Meeting called to order (time): 6:59 p.m.
By:  Alex Vialou 
Previous Meeting Minutes:
Read? No, distributed by e-mail Approved? Yes 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
None.

COMMUNITY REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS
1) CONSTANTINE GEORGES: A French Quarter resident, Mr. Georges 
opened a hot dog restaurant two years ago on Freret Street. He recently 
opened his second “Dat Dog” restaurant on magazine Street, renovat-
ing the building in the process. Mr. Georges bought the vacant lot at 
Frenchmen and Chartres streets and his plans are to open another Dat 
Dog in the Marigny. The restaurant features 17 different types of “dogs” 
including veggie and fi sh dogs. He would like to have a service bar for the 
business. Plans for the building were circulated to the board. The city’s 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) has already approved the plans 
and he goes to the HDLC for approval next. The building will be two 

stories tall in a style that matches other neighborhood buildings. Both 
fl oors will be used for the restaurant. His businesses generally open at 
11:00 a.m. and close at 10:00 p.m. The board emphasized the desirability 
of having a lunchtime venue on Frenchmen St. Mr. Georges stated that 
closing time for the Frenchmen street property will depend on nighttime 
business. He has requested a review by the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
(BZA) related to the open space lot requirements because the footprint of 
the lot is so small. He is looking for support from the FMIA. The board 
was enthusiastic about a new appropriate business at this location and 
thanked him for keeping us in the loop. 
2) DAVE MEEKS: Mr. Meeks is a neighbor of Holy Trinity Church (now 
“Marigny Opera House”). He updated the board on MOH activities. 
The MOH is currently utilizing Special Events permits for its activities. 
If events are alcohol free there is little red tape in obtaining a permit 
and they are unlimited in number. If alcohol is offered, the application 
must pass through Councilperson Palmer’s offi ce.  MOH owner, Dave 
Hurlburt, has indicated his desire to be an occasional event venue. Mr. 
Meeks reports that the events take place on more than an occasional ba-
sis but, in his opinion, the inconvenience is tolerable. He further stated 
that the MOH is abiding by their agreement to prohibit amplifi ed music. 
Parking remains a concern.
3) DONNA WAKEMAN: FMIA member Donna Wakeman reported on 
the activities of the Parking Committee.  The FMIA sent a letter to the 
City asking to extend the Residential Parking District (RPD) from the 
triangle to the rectangle. There has been no response from the city. The 
RPD concept was explained (meters, designated areas, hours, etc.). To 
have an RPD established requires a majority vote of the residents of each 
block face. A majority vote would establish a RPD for that block face only. 
Commercial property is excluded from the RPD as are blocks where the 
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes February 6, 2012 — continued from page 10

majority of the block face is commercial.  The Triangle already has an RPD 
in place and some of neighbors who live on blocks that opted out are now 
interested in being included. Donna reminded members that there is a 
street parking survey on line on the Faubourg Marigny website at www.
faubourgmarigny.org.
Donna then alerted members to a change in the RPD system. Under the 
old system each resident was entitled to one decal plus one visitor pass. 
The new rule is one decal for the residence but the visitor pass will be 
temporary and will be limited to fi ve occasions of up to ten days per oc-
casion. Further, there will be a fee for the visitor passes which will be 
available on line. This change is not limited to the Marigny, it is city-wide. 
Donna asked for board approval to discuss this change with VCPORA in 
the French Quarter. Members expressed their preference for the old sys-
tem. Donna will to continue to work on the issues and present her results 
to the board.
Finally, Donna reported that there was a street parking inventory under 
way. Volunteers are needed to measure the linear space available for park-
ing per block. Volunteers are especially needed in the Triangle. Donna can 
be contacted through the Marigny website at Faubourgmarigny.org. 
4) KEN CARON: Ken is the Faubourg Marigny’s liaison for the Riverfront 
Park. Ken reported that there has been little activity regarding the Park. 
There is no manager yet and no information from the city or the French 
Market Corporation regarding who will manage the park. The park 
should be opening in 2013 but obviously not in time for the Super Bowl. 
With no active leadership, interest in the oversight group has waned. The 
original neighborhood liaison group consisted of ten or twelve people but 
there is only a core group of 4-5 members who continue to attend. Ken ex-
pressed the need to draft proposals regarding a) hours operation for each 
day, b) maximum number of events, and 3) duration of events per month. 
He emphasized the neighborhood’s need for an NOPD detail for Quality 
of Life issues during events. Issues of trash, excessive sound, and parking 
have yet to be addressed. Big questions remain: What is the operation 
plan? How is that plan funded? Who manages it? What is the mechanism 
to resolve issues that arise from the operational issues? These questions 
remain unanswered.
5) LISA SUAREZ / NICK SUAREZ: Nick and Lisa Suarez are Marigny 
residents and FMIA members. Nick and Lisa volunteered to help review 
the City’s new draft Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (CZO), specifi -
cally as it affects the riverfront area of the neighborhood. As a result of 
the need to coordinate our review with the Bywater neighborhood, Nick 
has attended Bywater Neighborhood Association (BNA) meetings. Nick 
reported that the BNA meetings were heavily attended but their priority 
appears to be an Overlay District for their section of St. Claude Avenue.  
Priority for the Riverfront zoning is second.
Nick and Lisa also reported on progress of the 511 Marigny project and 
expressed several concerns  including erection of very high-intensity 
lights which do not appear to be appropriate for the neighborhood as well 
as the number of parking spaces and the number of potential occupants 
as compared to the original plans. Nick and Lisa wanted to make sure the 
issues are reviewed and they asked the board to contact the city and ask 
that these issues be investigated. 
ADMINISTRATION
1. APPROVALS BY E-MAIL: 
Motion to support the committees suggestions regarding responsible 
changes to the City Noise Ordinance.  Five votes for, it passed.
2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: President Alex Vialou raised the issue of 
whether or not the city’s draft CZO would be passed this year. However, 

he emphasized that doesn’t mean that the FMIA should not tackle the dif-
fi cult issues such as zoning and improving the neighborhood so business-
es can fl ourish and good relationships can be maintained with neighbors.
3. TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Mark Malouse distributed the 
check report and expenditures which included two $1,000 checks to St. 
Paul’s church for use of the church for the past 2 years and a check to 
cover the 2012 Christmas caroling expenses.

4. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
a) Information / Newsletter Committee:  Committee chairperson John 
Gutekunst distributed a list of businesses where free copies of the FMIA 
are available and number of copies at location. John suggested printing an 
additional 100 copies of the March edition for a wider distribution at ad-
ditional venues. Gretchen moved to print an additional 100 copies, Alex 
Vialou seconded and all voted in favor.
b) Marigny Green: Nothing new reported. 
c) Blight: Nothing new reported.  
d) Parking: See above, Donna Wakeman.
e) Zoning: Peter Horjus and Marshall Gries met and reviewed the draft 
CZO text and compared it with the current CZO and marked the differ-
ences. Meetings will resume after the holidays/events are over.
f) Spring Home Tour: Gretchen Bomboy suggested using the new Sts. 
Peter and Paul as a location to sell the tickets for the home tour. The tour 
will be in the rectangle this year and Sts. Peter and Paul would be grand 
starting point. Gretchen volunteered to contact Blake Jones, the new 
owner.

OLD BUSINESS
PROJECTS:
a) Riverfront Park: See above, Ken Caron.
b) Mimi’s: The FMIA board sent a letter regarding Mimi’s to all city au-
thorities who could potentially enforce the ordinances. Because the FMIA 
is not an enforcement agency there is little more the board can do from an 
enforcement perspective. Alex Vialou is to make contact with state ABC 
to see if they have any policing authority over MiMi’s.  It is up to the city 
to enforce the ordinances.
c) Café Istanbul: Work is in progress. They have not yet locked the rear 
door but that is anticipated in the near future.
d) Habana Outpost: Owners have purchased another lot on N. Rampart 
Street adjacent to the location of their proposed restaurant (corner of N. 
Rampart and Esplanade Avenue). This expands the potential footprint of 
the development. At this time, no new plans have been proposed.
f) Fete Marigny: Nothing new reported.
g) Food Trucks: The board discussed the potential impact on neighbor-
hood. It was agreed that food trucks should not be in close proximity to 
Frenchmen Street for a variety of reasons. Possible best locations were 
discussed. Miles Swanson volunteered to summarize our comments and 
send them to our Councilmember.

NEW BUSINESS
None.
ORCHIDS & ONIONS:
Orchids:  None proposed.
Onions: None proposed.

MOTIONS: 
1) Motion to support Constantine Georges project at the corner of Chartres 
and Frenchmen (see above).
Moved: Alex Vialou Seconded:  Gretchen Bomboy Vote: Approved 
unanimously
2) Motion to send Donna Wakeman as Marigny envoy to VCPORA 
meeting(s) regarding proposed changes in Residential Parking Districts.
Moved: Peter Horjus Seconded:  John Gutekunst Vote: Approved 
unanimously
3) Motion to write letter to City Planning Commission and the Department 
of Safety and Permits to investigate neighbors’ complaints regarding (1) 
number of bedrooms per unit, (2) number of parking spaces, and (3) re-
moval of high-intensity work lights. Gretchen Bomboy to draft letter.
Moved: Miles Swanson Seconded:  Alex Vialou Vote: Approved 
unanimously
Meeting Adjourned Time: 9:57 p.m.

Exceeding Expectations for 20 years. — 

www.GKProductions.com

Katherine Kuroczko 

John Gutekunst
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Meeting Called to Order (Time): 7:16 P.M. by President Alex Vialou. 

WELCOME / INTRODUCTION
President Alex Vialou welcomed everyone to the February FMIA General 
Meeting and reviewed the agenda for the evening’s meeting. 
New Faces / New Members:
Alonzo McDaniel, New Pet Grooming Store (corner Spain/Burgundy)
Matt Hendrickson, New neighbor formerly from Seattle 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / SPEAKERS
Announcements: 
Alex reminded everyone that membership dues for 2013 are now due and 
that membership has its privileges:  membership facilitates an active role 
in the neighborhood. 

Speakers:
ALONZO MCDANIEL: Mr. McDaniel has opened a new pet grooming 
and supply store at the corner of Spain and Burgundy streets (former-
ly Magnolia Therapy). He distributed brochures to members about the 
store’s products and services. Mr. McDaniel generously volunteered to 
provide and maintain benches and trash cans at a local “dog park” if there 
were any. Hours for his new store are Monday through Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
– 7:00 p.m. and Sundays from 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
VICTORIA GUIDRY: Ofc. Victoria Guidry, the quality of life offi cer for the 
5th District, was present. She had nothing new to report following a very 
busy Super Bowl and Mardi Gras season. She encouraged everyone to 
contact her with issues at vsguidry@nola.gov. Alex Vialou stated that he 
has noticed a lack of visible presence of police offi cers on the Frenchmen 
Street corridor during large events. Ofc. Guidry reminded members that 
the 5th District only covers from Franklin Avenue to the railroad tracks. 
All of the Marigny upriver of Franklin Avenue falls under the 8th District. 
8th District Quality of Life offi cer, Sgt. Jonette Williams was not present 
at the meeting. However, she can be contacted at jrwilliams@nola.gov. 

RODERICK FRANKLIN: Sergeant for Community Affairs, sergeant 
Franklin stated that complaints about noise from Mimi’s have continued. 
The 5th District will continue to investigate complaints and Sgt. Franklin 
reminded members that when a complaint is made, it is important to ask 
the offi cer to write a citation. Ofc. Franklin will check with the Department 
of Revenue to see if Mimi’s has a permit for live music. 
BLAKE JONES: Mr. Jones Is the new majority owner of the Sts. Peter and 
Paul church. He is asking for ideas from the neighborhood for uses for 
church property. Mr. Jones’ son, Chris, was also present. They are looking 
for good ideas. They have been approached by several arts groups about 
possibilities. The property includes a church, school, rectory, convent, and 
parking lot. There are many ideas and the owners want to work with the 
community. Mr. Jones told the membership that the church is open for 
tours. Anyone interested in visiting the property should contact “Eddy” 
the caretaker who can usually be found at the Who Dat Café. The Jones’ 
priorities are that (1) the property remain pleasing to the eye, (2) pleasing 
to the neighborhood, and (3) pleasing to the pocketbook. 
There was some discussion about use of the parking lot. Movie companies 
have expressed an interest in the property as has Urban League. Non-
profi ts are also interested in using the property but Mr. Jones reiterated 
that projects will need to bring in money in order for it to be profi table, 
especially in view of restoration and preservation of the property.

UPDATES / COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committees: 
Marigny Green:  Deborah Oppenheimer, Marigny Green committee chair-
person, stated that the Marigny Green committee is primarily a resource 
committee for green information for the neighborhood. She announced 
that St. Michael’s Special School is accepting used Mardi Gras beads for 
recycling. For any questions, contact Deborah at green@faubourgmari-
gny.org.
Parking: Donna Wakeman announced that street parking surveys are 
still available on our website and open for those interested. The link is 
on the e-blast and on the Faubourg Marigny website. So far, there are 116 
responses from residents and 13 businesses. The majority of responding 
businesses have no more than 2 cars for which they need parking. The 
average number of vehicles for residents is 1.76 per residence. The fi nal 
results and comments will be published on line. An inventory of available 
parking space is under way which will give us a good idea for future plan-
ning. It will also help with future zoning proposals. Donna noted that the 
city is proposing complete elimination of parking requirements for future 
developments. 
Donna indicated that getting information from the City Parking Division 
has been nearly impossible. She asked members to compile their questions 
about parking concerns so they can be presented to the Parking Division. 
To communicate your parking concerns to Donna she can be contacted at 
donna.wakeman@gmail.com.
There will be a meeting on March 6 regarding RTA’s new streetcar lines. 
Because the meeting falls on the same night as the FMIA board meeting, 
neighbors are needed to attend the meeting to lobby for the St. Claude 
streetcar line. 
Alex Vialou reminded the membership that the City hopes to increase 
the number of tourists in the city from 10 to 13 million by the 2018, the 
300th anniversary of the New Orleans. This increased tourism will mean 
increasing pressure on parking. He expressed concerns over the proposed 
change to the Residential Parking District permitting rules. Residents 
should contact the FMIA board with their concerns so that they can be 
forwarded to the city.
Homer Plessy School: Sara Leikin of the Homer Plessy school announced 
that the school, which is for pre-K through 2nd grade, is currently enroll-
ing for fall. Enrollment is already half full with most of the students com-
ing from the quad-neighborhoods:  St. Claude, St. Roch, Marigny, and 
Bywater. The school’s location is not fi nal yet but it will likely be on the 
St. Claude corridor in the Bywater. Final announcement should be next 
month. It will not be at Colton. The application period is open through 
March 15, 2013. Any left over places will be taken on a fi rst come fi rst 
served basis. 
Michael Pizzolatto, also with the Plessy school, noted that KIPP schools 
have abandoned properties before, e.g., in the French Quarter. The 
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expense of busing kids in from other parts of the city is prohibitive. If this 
happens at Colton, where do the local kids go? Michael encouraged mem-
bers to write their representatives and express a desire for a local school 
presence. The RSD, which assigned the KIPP school to Colton, indicated 
that if KIPP wanted to share the school with Plessy, the RSD would facili-
tate the process. KIPP refused to share the facility.
Security: New neighbor Kash Schriefer and his wife Anna have been liv-
ing in the Marigny for approximately one year. Kash has a background in 
law enforcement and is willing to become involved in matters of security 
for the neighborhood. He observed that the nature of crimes change as 
a neighborhood evolves. Blight remains a problem for the Marigny. He 
understands frustration with the police department but emphasized the 
value of maintaining a good working relationship with the police.

DISCUSSION TOPICS
516 Frenchmen St (Club Bamboula): Location of the former Laborde print-
ing shop, the owners had proposed to renovate the property as a music 
club. While everyone is excited about the renovation of unused or blight-
ed properties the developers of 516 Frenchmen are proposing a large mu-
sic club with two stages. The City Planning Commission (CPC) granted 
the developers additional time to reconsider their plan. FMIA president 
Alex Vialou and vice-president Miles Swanson met with one of the own-
ers to encourage daytime use of the property instead of another nightclub. 
Ultimately the CPC rejected the developers’ plan. It will go before City 
Council this week.
Mimi’s: The FMIA sent a letter to city representatives regarding noise and 
to request to enforcement of existing zoning. Cmbr. Palmer’s offi ce does 
not have the power to enforce city ordinances and responded that ulti-
mately, this is up to the city. Mr. Michael Wilkinson, one of the owners of 
2601 Royal St. represented that Mimi’s live music is legal. This came as a 
surprise to the board. Alex promised to keep the members updated as the 
matter develops. 
Riverfront Park: Alex Vialou brought the membership’s attention to an 
article in the NolaDefender concerning the Riverfront Park. It seems that 

the Bywater entrance to the park may open in late spring. Bywater resi-
dents are concerned about the impact of increased activity on their neigh-
borhood. While our neighborhoods enthusiastically support the park, it 
needs to be planned appropriately to mitigate potential nuisances. 
The Riverfront Diversity Overlay is still under consideration. Left over 
from the Reinventing the Crescent project before hurricane Katrina, the 
Node concept (with 75 ft. tall height buildings) is still in place. Further, the 
CPC is recommending that Franklin Street become a minor commercial 
corridor. There is a fear that the Riverfront Park, which was intended to 
be a public asset, risks being carved up for private investors. 
There is a new Bywater/Marigny representative on the City Planning 
Commission; Mr. Kyle Wedberg, who is president and CEO of NOCCA. 
For those who remember the battle against the Elysio Lofts development 
at 501 Elysian Fields, Mr. Wedberg wrote a letter of support of the project 
on NOCCA letterhead. We must remain vigilant about the riverfront area 
of our neighborhood. The Riverfront Overlay will be voted on in the com-
ing months. 
511 Marigny Street: There are questions about whether or not the devel-
oper of 511 Marigny is complying with the agreed upon provisos for the 
project. Eighty percent of the units were to be one bedroom units (20% - 2 
bedroom) which helped justify a reduction in parking spaces from the 
required 76 to 48. Concern was raised that all apartments have an extra 
room that is big enough for an additional bedroom. That would bring into 
question the adequacy of parking spaces. Further, the space left for park-
ing does not appear to be suffi cient to accommodate 48. In addition, the 
night lighting in the parking lot is stadium-like high intensity. The FMIA 
wrote letter to the city asking them to investigate any violations and ask 
that the certifi cate of occupancy be withheld until issues were resolved.
The meeting adjourned at 9:02

Do you want your newsletter sent to you via ____ Email   OR   _____Regular Mail?

Ideas, Comments, Concerns, Suggestions:
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General Meeting — Monday, 3/18/13

Meet the Neighbors Night — Tuesday, 3/12/13

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Lowest antique prices in 
New Orleans!

421 Frenchmen St. New Orleans, LA 70116

504.952.5651

info@thejunqueshop.com

a n t i q u e s

www.thejunqueshop.com

OPEN 11am-7pm EVERY DAY
Ask about our other locations

furniture jewelry lighting
ar t decor rugs

Fine Affordables

Bruce Blew, Owner
504.453.2199 (cell)


