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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Neighborhood Concerns: Making Your Voice Heard

At the January General Meeting, FMIA President Alex Vialou passed out cards and asked those in attendance to write
down what their most pressing concerns are in the neighborhood. Responses varied greatly, but most fell into certain
categories.

Streets and City Services

Frenchmen Street

• Garbage and recycle pickup in some areas is
inconsistent with no response to calls about the
problem
• 911 calls not answered (specifically on 1/19/13)
• Burgundy Street is in terrible condition, we could
use some pothole relief
• The gas and water lines have been dug up and
replaced. When will this be completed and streets
fully repaired?
• Can we invite public works to our General Meeting?

• General concern
about the CZO
(Comprehensive
Zoning Ordinance)
and the Frenchmen
street overlay.
• Will there be
another bar on
Frenchmen Street?

Zoning and Enforcement

• The FMIA should increase outreach to renters in
the neighborhood, and seek input from them via
written proposals or the Neighborland organization
• Consideration should be given to how various
proposals or FMIA positions affect renters

• Chartres Street continues to be used as a truck route
• Some driveways consistently blocked. 8th District
response to this problem is greater than 3 – 4 hours
• Bars using sidewalks for tables and chairs without
permits and paying the city
• The burned out building at 800 Spain Street is still
rented out
• We should remain vigilant concerning construction
issues and parking requirements at 511 Marigny
Street
• The FMIA should work to increase understanding
about zoning issues, with a glossary of terms so that
members that are newer or not familiar with zoning
can engage in this conversation effectively

Noise
• Boom cars are increasing and increasingly loud
• The Esplanade market on the corner of Esplanade
and Dauphine is now open 24 hours a day and is lit
up like an I-10 truck stop (in the historic district!),
serving beer, ice, etc. and deliveries as early as 5:15
am. It is a liquor outlet all night long with drinking
and parties out front.
• Noise from Mimi’s on the corner of Royal and
Franklin
• The number of new bars, late night drunks

Renters

Other Issues
• What is happening with the Robert’s Market on the
corner of Elysian Fields and St. Claude?
• Riverfront Park management
• Crime
• Ask the new church owners (Sts. Peter and Paul)
to host a full day design/concept charette for the
property, not just talk – two work sessions
• Website improvements
• The Quality of life officer should stay for entire
General Meeting or be asked to speak early
• The FMIA should have better outreach with
other entities within neighborhood and other
neighborhood associations such as St. Roch,
St. Claude and Bywater for best practices and
collaboration.
• A push for a less hostile General Meeting
environment and a greater willingness for
alternative viewpoints
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Parking Committee

ADVERTISING
Commercial Advertising

By Donna Wakeman
In order to better understand your
parking habits and needs, the
committee has put together two
very short surveys, one for residents
and one for businesses. If you are
both a resident and a Marigny based
business, take both surveys. This will
help guide our efforts to come up with a solution.
We ask that Triangle residents also complete the survey so
that we understand how the new permit parking program
has changed their ability to park near their homes. The
more people who take the survey, the more accurate the
information we have, so encourage your friends and
neighbors to participate. The survey appears on the website
www.faubourgmarigny.org. If you need a paper version,
contact Donna Wakeman at (504)371-5270 or donna.
wakeman@gmail.com.
The committee is also busy taking a physical inventory of
parking spaces in the neighborhood to enable us to have a
complete picture of the parking situation. Anyone interested
in helping with the inventory please contact Donna Wakeman
(see above).
Some questions were raised at the general meeting regarding
Residential Parking Program (RPP) rules and benefits. The
accuracy of any answers are subject to the whims of our city
government.
1. Can neighbors living on a side of a block decide to
remove themselves from a residential parking district?
An interesting question. Each side of a block (block face)
in a Residential Parking Zone votes whether to have
restricted parking or not. In fact, a few of the blocks
in the Triangle which voted NO are now recanvassing
to be included. The City Parking Division would have
to decide whether a block face could recanvass to be
excluded.
2. Enforcement seems to be lacking, leading to residents
having to pay for the permits but not benefiting from it.
While enforcement is noticeably lax except during major
events (like Mardi Gras, French Quarter Fest, etc.), there
is some benefit from the restricted parking. Just ask
residents in the Triangle. Long-term, we hope to get a
program going which would step up enforcement.
3. Can something be done regarding the limit of one
permit per address? This is an issue when two adults
live in the same address and both need a car.
It is my understanding that more than one car may be
registered, but again the Parking Division has the final
word.
Everyone should bear in mind that before anything concrete
happens, the Parking Division will hold public meetings. At
that point, we hope clear and definitive answers to everyone’s
questions will be given.
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Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)
Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$110

$55

$40

$25

NonMember

$113

$58

$43

$28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)
Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$90

$45

$30

$18

NonMember

$93

$48

$33

$21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.
All advertising must be received by the 15th of each
month for publication in the next month’s issue.
For information regarding advertising, contact the
business manager at ads@faubourgmarigny.org.

Classifieds Now Available
The newsletter is now accepting classified ads.
Personals, however, are not being accepted. Contact
ads@faubourgmarigny.org. Classified Rates: $5.00 per
each 25 words.

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the
Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association, a 501(c)
non-profit, all-volunteer organization committed to the
preservation of the unique architectural and cultural
heritage of our historic district, and to improving the
quality of life in our diverse community. Contents,
editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily
reflect the official views of the FMIA, its Board or its
members. The FMIA does not warrant the legality of
any business advertised in its newsletter. Contents of
Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to
reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor
and/or byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with
topics of interest to the Marigny neighborhood are
encouraged. The editor reserves the right to reject
submissions including editorial and advertising
content. Submissions must be received by the 7th of the
month for inclusion in the next month’s issue. Send
contributions to: FMIA Newsletter, 2401 Burgundy St.,
Box 10, NOLA 70117 or editor@faubourgmarigny.org.
The newsletter is published each month except August
and January. Back issues are available online at www.
faubourgmarigny.org.
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President’s Report

Happ’ns in the ‘Hood
Saints Peter and Paul

Bonjour,
What a treat the neighborhood had with two back
to back carnival parades strolling the streets of our
neighborhood. Krewe du Vieux and Krewe Delusion
one week, and Tit’ Rex and Chewbacchus the next. To
gauge by the crowds (and of course by the costumes,
floats design and throws) both were a true success. As
people got to see how wonderful our neighborhood is,
it speeds up the pace of renovation of our still existing
stock of blighted properties, and it makes it more likely
that new businesses would set up their shop here —
increasing the number of walking distance amenities
around us. In a nutshell, it has the potential to increase
our quality of life.
The FMIA will continue to stand on issues relevant to
both residents and businesses as they matter to making
our neighborhood a more livable, workable and fun
place to be. Such a commitment couldn’t be more true
in how the FMIA dealt with the recent request for a
new music venue at 516 Frenchmen Street. We listened
very clearly to the concern expressed by many current
businesses on Frenchmen Street. Let it be known that
the FMIA will always continue to pay attention to the
many business that also are a full component of what
makes the Marigny so special.
A bientot,
Alexandre Vialou

The Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church property on
Burgundy between Marigny and Mandeville streets has
been purchased by Lawrence Blake Jones.
There are currently no plans for the site, which includes
the church, school building and parking lot. The church
was founded in 1848, and has been closed since 2001
except for a brief time in 2003 because of a fire at St.
Vincent de Paul church.

Colton School

The construction at Colton school is finally nearing
completion. Two KIPP schools will share the building.
Teachers and staff at Colton will have to park on the
streets in the neighborhood, exacerbating an already
tight parking situation.

Riverfront Park

As of now the French Market Corporation has not yet
been named as the operator of the park, and there is no
funding. Plans call for it to be opened in stages, but there
is no schedule. This is actually more of a non-happ’ning
in the hood.

516 Frenchmen Street

The proposed music club at 516 Frenchmen Street was
turned down by the City Planning Commission, who
noted that the zoning district is already maxed out with
similar establishments. The FMIA would like to see
more businesses in the Frenchmen Street Overlay that
provide daytime activity.

Blight
By Alexandre Vialou
Despite some evident blight remediation successes
in our neighborhood, blight is still a serious problem
in our neighborhood. Please consider monitoring the
abandoned blighted property near your house by using
the following website: www.blightstatus.nola.gov.
Type the address of the house on the website search
box and see if the property is currently under Code
Enforcement’s “pipeline” — i.e. in a specific stage of
the blight judgement or blight remediation process. If
you can’t find it there, report it to the City using the 311
system.

520 Frenchmen Street

A three story building has been proposed and approved
by the Historic District Landmark Commission (HDLC)
for the vacant lot at 520 Frenchmen Street, to include a
restaurant and apartments.

Do You Recieve
Our Weekly E-Blast?
FMIA sends out an email blast every Sunday with
important news about what’s happening in the
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news
that you need to know! To sign up for this service,
email news@faubourgmarigny.org to be put on the
list.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your
email settings to allow news@faubourgmarigny.org
as an approved sender or add it to your contact list.
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The following letters were in response to Alex Woodward’s cover story
“Sounding Off,” Gambit Weekly, November 27, 2012
Working Together

A Homeowner Speaks

Thank you for your insightful article. The Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association (FMIA) represents
those that work, live and play in the Faubourg Marigny
neighborhood. We were pleased that you highlighted
Siberia’s recent success in obtaining the proper permit
to allow live music, The FMIA has continuously
supported Siberia throughout its application for live
music, recognizing its place in the St. Claude and
Marigny community. Siberia stands as a model for how
responsible bar and live music venue owners should
work with the community to address the neighborhood’s
concerns.
The FMIA is fully committed to the needs of the arts and
cultural organizations, while also respecting the quality
of life of those residing in our historic neighborhood. It
is important that neighborhood organizations and arts
and cultural organizations work together to address
quality of life issues. It is also vitally important that
venue owners respect their neighbors, both residential
and other businesses. This is especially needed as the
Faubourg Marigny and Frenchmen Street become
increasingly popular destinations. We feel that through
open dialogue and proper enforcement of zoning,
the needs of both residents and arts and cultural
organizations can be met.
Miles W. Swanson, Esq.,
Vice President, FMIA

The story “Sounding Off” covers a coalition permitting
live music, yet leaves out the critical perspective of
a resident or business owner impacted by the lack of
enforcement of zoning and music permit laws.
I am a working mother with two children who lives
across the street from Mimi’s in the Marigny. I am
an avid supporter of live music. I count musicians as
friends. My kids attend the excellent neighborhood
music program run by Shamarr Allen of the Silence
is Violence project. I bought my house based on this
lively neighborhood, with its mix of homes and small
businesses. I researched the zoning and permits held by
nearby establishments before buying.
Mimi’s, permitted as a bar/restaurant, was an
attraction. I had previously lived across from a bar/
restaurant in the Irish Channel. I expected the same
pleasant experience. However, after making the biggest
investment of my life in my home, I found I made a big
mistake about Mimi’s.
On weekends, the music goes until 4 a.m. and is so loud
I am still awake even with earplugs and a white noise
device.
The Mimi’s crowd spills outside, often unruly, until 6
a.m. Not a weekend goes by that neighbors don’t call the
police. People loiter on our doorstep and leave behind
cigarette butts, cups, bottles and broken glass.
As for my children, they have been late to school and
other morning events because, wearing earplugs, I
miss the alarm. They endure loud cursing, shouting
and step over trash and drunk people still loitering on
our doorstep when we leave in the morning. Surely the
mayor would not want his children to have the same
experience.
Lack of enforcement of zoning [laws] and proper permits
shows extreme disregard for the neighbors who keep the
Marigny alive by living, working and raising kids here.
The outsiders that descend on Mimi’s until 4 a.m. do not
care about our neighborhood, but we do.
Mimi’s purports to be a neighborhood bar; it is anything
but neighborly. We all celebrate the music, but there is
another side to this story that cannot be ignored.
There is more information at
www. hearthenolamusic.org.
Lorelei Dickey Cropley,
Faubourg Marigny

*UDSKLF :HE'HVLJQ2IILFH$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
www.GKProductions.com
Katherine Kuroczko
NDWKHULQH#JNSURGXFWLRQVFRP
John Gutekunst
MRKQ#JNSURGXFWLRQVFRP

Exceeding Expectations for 20 years. —
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NONPAC Meetings

February 2013

5th District Report

Board Meeting
February 6, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy Street
Meet the Neighbors
February 12 — Happy Mardi Gras!
General Meeting
February 18, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

No Report

8th District Report
By Susan Drongowski
The January 12th meeting was cancelled due to bad
weather.

Cut Your Energy Use by Up to a Third

March 2013
Board Meeting
March 6, 7 pm,
2509 Burgundy Street
Meet the Neighbors
March 12, 6:30 – 8:30 pm,
Faubourg Wines, 2805 St. Claude
General Meeting
March 18, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

Get a $750 cash back rebate when you sign up for
a Home Performance Evaluation by a NOLA Wise
certified contractor if you install energy efficiency
upgrades.
For details and more information call 504-523-WISE
(9473) or go to www.nolawise.org.

nola

NONPAC MEETINGS
5th District — 2nd Wednesday
6 pm, 4015 Burgundy Street
8th District — 2nd Thursday
5:30 pm, 1001 Toulouse Street
GREEN MARKETS
French Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm
Sankofa Market
Saturdays, 10 am - 2 pm
In front of ARISE Academy at Dr. Charles Drew
Elementary School, 3819 St. Claude Ave.
FREE FUN
St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com
Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm,
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street
If you have an event for the calendar
please send it to John Gutekunst at
editor@faubourgmarigny.org

Supporting your neighborhood is a great way
to help make the Marigny
a great place to live, work and play.
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Buckmoth Caterpillar
Spraying

FMIA Membership
Dues are Due

The time is now to
sign up for Buckmoth
Caterpillar Spraying,
Termite Treatment and
Tree Fertilization. Save
Our Trees, a project of
Parkway Partners, in
partnership with the
City of New Orleans
Department of Parks & Parkways, is accepting orders for
tree treatment between now and March 31.
Go to the Parkway Partners website
(parkwaypartnersnola.org) for details and costs, and to
download the Save Our Trees Form 2013. Complete the
form and return to Burdette Fouchia: email to bfouchia@
parkwaypartnersnola.org or fax to 504-620-2225.
All orders must be paid for before services are rendered.
You may pay for services online at the website or send
payment to:
Parkway Partners Program
1137 Baronne Street
New Orleans, LA 70113

It’s that time of year again — membership dues for 2013
are due now. Remember, no bills will be sent out. You
can:
1. Mail to
2401 Burgundy Street, Box #10,
New Orleans, LA 70177 or
2. Drop in one of the mail slots at
2509 Burgundy Street
3. Bring a check to the next general meeting on
February 18 at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
2624 Burgundy Street

In Memoriam John Crew

Our past Board member and active Home
Tour helper John Crew passed away on Jan.
5th. A very brief illness took him away far too
suddenly and far too soon. He will be missed
by many and we offer our condolences to his
family and loved ones. Private services were
held.
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BOARD MEMBERS

Mystery Photo

Alexandre Vialou, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org

Identify this person in front of 618 Spain Street in
1914 and win a fabulous prize. Send your entry to
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

Miles Swanson, Vice President: MilesS@faubourgmarigny.org
Mark Malouse, Treasurer: treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Chris Costello, Past President: ChrisC@faubourgmarigny.org
Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary:
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Marshall Gries, Recording Secretary:
MarshallG@faubourgmarigny.org
John Gutekunst, Newsletter Ed.: JohnG@faubourgmarigny.org
Peter Horjus: PeterH@faubourgmarigny.org
Bill Walker: BillW@faubourgmarigny.org

COMMITTEES
Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org

Other mystery photos from our past are welcome.
Send them to editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Special Projects
Fundraising
Caroling
Volunteer
Education
Community Outreach
Walking Tour
Home Tour
Crime Prevention
Washington Square
Hospitality
Development
Park
Membership
Frenchmen
Web
Site
Neighborhood

Spring
is in the Air!

The 41st Annual FMIA Spring
Home Tour will be in the
Marigny Rectangle this year.
We need volunteers and a
chairman for the committee.
Contact Gretchen Bomboy at
secretary@faubourgmarigny.
org to be part of this great
tradition.

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Meet New People, Do a Good Deed

The newsletter has openings on its staff for
photographers, reporters and ad people. It’s an
opportunity to get involved with your neighborhood,
meet new people and generally have fun. If you are
interested, contact editor@faubourgmarigny.org
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Marigny Green

Other ideas you can do with your Mardi Gras beads is
to imaginatively reuse them. A few ideas will help you
think about using your beads creatively.

By Deborah Oppenheim

• Picture Frame: Show off your favorite Mardi Gras
picture in a frame decorated with beads from your
favorite parade. Strip the beads from the string and
glue them on an old frame.
• Chandelier: You can transform your bead collection
into a chandelier. Spray paint a recycled chandelier
a solid color and drape beads all over it.
• Bead Curtains: Hang cut beaded strands from a
horizontal base and place in a window or door.
• Wine Charms: At parties, wine glasses always get
mixed up and why not cut up small sections of
Mardi Gras beads and wrap them around the stem.
You will have to remember what color belongs to
you!
• Mardi Gras Bead Picture: It is fun to create your
own mosaic using recycled beads.
• Recycled Christmas Bulbs: Recycled beads filled
into Christmas bulbs for your Mardi Gras tree.
• Wreaths: Christmas would be very colorful with a
recycled bead wreath.
Happy Mardi Gras and help the environment by
recycling your Mardi Gras beads.

There is GREEN in Mardi Gras by
recycling your beads.
A grass root organization called Verdigras (arcgno.org)
will have a specially designed bead float at every parade
where the crowd can throw back beads. This effort can
strengthen our community efforts to have a Bon Temp
Rouler and still recycle. Artist Stephan Wanger, a New
Orleans resident completed a Guinness World record by
creating the largest mosaic mostly out of recycled Mardi
Gras beads in 2012. He is trying to break his own record
this year with the help of volunteers. The effort is to
benefit the Arc of greater New Orleans and St. Michael
Special School (archdiocese-no.org/stmichael/About%20Us.
htm).Both of these locations are recycle locations.
The title of the artist mosaic is “Paragons of New
Orleans” and measures 42 feet in length and 8 feet in
height. It will contain approximately 1.5 million beads
and 90% of the beads are recycled. It is currently on
display at Mardi Gras World located at 1350 Port of New
Orleans until February 13, 2013.
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Meet the Neighbors

In Memoriam Walter Casper Cox

We bid fond farewell to
Walter Casper Cox, who
passed into the next stage
of his existence on October
11, 2012. Walter is survived
by Marco Meneghini, who
filled many roles such as
Best Friend, Longtime
Companion, Caregiver, and
in the end, the person Walter chose to call ‘Dad’.
His friends celebrate that Walter triumphed over an
incredibly hard life and, in the end, was smiling.

The latest MTN
took place January
8th at Langlois, the new establishment on North
Rampart Street. They offer various dining/cooking
class experiences, and treated a large crowd to some
extraordinary treats from their kitchen.
Meet the Neighbors this month will be on Tuesday,
February 12th.
Location: the Marigny
Time: All day
Costume: Required

Happy Mardi Gras!
Meet the Neighbors for March will be at Faubourg
Wines, 2805 St. Claude, who will be planning a special
wine tasting for the occasion on Tuesday, March 12th.
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Arts-based Community Engagement Awardees
By Jonathan Rhodes, St. Claude Main Street, Volunteer Board President
9th Ward Seminole Hunters, and local music and
visual artist Chad Moore. Saint Claude area schools
will also have access to an authentic Mardi Gras
Indian presentation on Indian practice (chants and
drum circle), and a history lesson on the Mardi
Gras Indians with all 9th Ward Seminole Hunters
including sewing lessons.

St. Claude Main Street is pleased to announce the
awardees of the Arts-based Community Engagement
RFP. The goal of this program is to promote community
engagement around the arts that will help to further
integrate the St. Claude cultural community with the
community at-large.
Our Arts Advisory Board chose nine proposals and
awarded a total of $35,000 for programs that will all take
place between January and August 2013 in and around
the St. Claude Avenue community. The programs
are diverse and speak to the various cultures in the
St. Claude-area neighborhoods. These awards will
provide the seed funding for many of these initiatives
and the proof-of-concept that is necessary to secure the
sustainable funding that they all deserve.
The nine awardees are as follows:

• Talking on St. Claude; Eve Abrams. Talking on St.
Claude engages diverse members of the St. Claude
community using the simple tools of conversation
and audio recorders to create and share stories,
which connect us to one another and our changing
neighborhood.
• Big Class; Doug Keller. Big Class will offer free
creative writing programming, workshops, and
after school tutoring for area students at Antenna
Gallery/Press Street headquarters.

• 9th Ward Seminole Hunters and Chad Moore
Studio Collaboration. This program will provide
community members with a behind the scenes
experience on designing a Mardi Gras Indian
patch with Big Chief Demond Melancon of the

• Faubourg St. Roch Improvement Association &
Faubourg St. Roch Project. A series of community
events and discussions of race incorporating
Continued on page 11
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Awards continued from page 10

film, interactive workshops, art therapy, culinary
experiences and all forms of visual and theatrical
expression.
• Arts in Education; Gretchen Faust. A communitybased youth program in the heart of the St. Claude
Arts District to provide local youth with a creative
outlet and a safe space to spend their after school
hours. The program will be supported through
guest artist workshops that will provide vocational
skills, such as welding/brazing, basic carpentry,
film/photography editing, sound production,
computer programming, and site analysis for public
installation. The program will culminate with the
students curating a public exhibition at Antenna
Gallery of their own work.
• New Orleans Youth Music Arts Program; Matthew
Shilling. The New Orleans Youth Music Arts
Program, will teach both at-risk and creative youth
ages 13-17 music production and recording while
giving them hands-on experience, infusing an
appreciation of local culture, and engaging them in
their community.
• New Orleans Community Printshop. The New
Orleans Community Printshop will partner with
St. Claude Main Street to create an after-school
program for the youth in their direct neighborhood
to explore printmaking with our teaching artists
and use the printshop as an educational resource.
For their last project, the kids involved in the
program will work collaboratively to create a poster
for a local community organization that they choose
as a group.
• The 7th Ward Boys and Girls Garden (BGG);
Keslie Box. An after-school culinary arts program
with goals to grow a neighborhood culture with
access to local, healthy, and sustainable food,
foster environmental stewardship and community
engagement, and promote the long-term health of
our neighborhood’s future generations.
• Project Create; Jordan Frankel. Project Create:
Young Designers is a mentor program between
skilled seamstresses/fashion designers and high
school students interested in learning how to sew,
the basics of fashion design, and more specifically,
how to design and sew their own prom dresses.
All of these programs will be taking place either in
or around the Faubourg Marigny in 2013, so stay on
the lookout for updates and events near you. In the
meantime, there is always more information at www.
stclaude.org.
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
December 5, 2012

of: 1) information gathering, and 2) coordination and meeting with the
Bywater Neighborhood Association (BNA). Residents of the Bywater are
concerned about the use and condition of their streets and the parking
squeeze they can expect from the new Riverfront Park which will force increasing numbers of cars into the neighborhood. Marigny residents share
these concerns. The Port of New Orleans is moving forward with two
cruise ship terminals in the Bywater which will impact the entire riverfront. Nick believes it is critical to present a unified position.
Alex Vialou moved to approve Nick and Lisa working with the BNA zoning committee in a dual-neighborhood working group. Gretchen Bomboy
seconded. All members voted in favor.

Members Present: Alex Vialou, Miles Swanson, Gretchen Bomboy, Bill
Walker, John Gutekunst, Mark Malouse, Marshall Gries , Chris Costello.
Members Absent: Peter Horjus
Guests/ Organization: Troy Grant, Business Investor; Penny Young,
Business Investor; Lisa & Nick Suarez, Residents
Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Alex Vialou
Previous Meeting Minutes: Read? No, distributed by e-mail. Approved?
Yes

ADMINISTRATION
1. APPROVALS BY E-MAIL:
Donation to St. Paul’s for $1,000.00 for 2011 and $1,00.00 for 2012.
Approved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
None.
COMMUNITY REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS
1) TROY GRANT: Mr. Grant would like to open a wine shop/store at
1938 Burgundy on the corner of Burgundy and Touro Streets. In addition to wine sales, he envisions several activities including a) wine education, b) delivery, and c) an espresso bar. The educational part of the
business would target local bartenders and food service workers to teach
them about different wines and foods eaten with wines. His focus is on
local restaurants. The delivery service would be available via internet and
would be limited to high-end wines and spirits as well as artisanal beers.
He envisions a 24 hour delivery service. Lastly, he hopes to incorporate
an espresso bar to compliment the wine sales. Espresso bar hours would
be approximately 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
1938 Burgundy is currently zoned HMC-1, commercial. Any liquor sales
would require a cocktail lounge permit and would be a conditional use
under HMC-1 zoning. As a conditional use, it would come with restrictions/provisos. The question was raised concerning delivery sales which
may constitute a package liquor store. A wine store was recently added to
HMC-2 zoning but not HMC-1. More investigation of what is permitted/
prohibited is needed. The board thanked Mr. Grant for his presentation.
The board discussed what was permitted and prohibited under both the
current and proposed zoning. Currently, Mr. Grant’s business model
does not fit under the zoning. There was additional discussion about potential problems with a 24 hour delivery service.
2) PEGGY YOUNG: Ms. Young is one of three investors in a proposed
development at 516 Frenchmen Street. She is a former NOPD officer and
previously owned Rubyfruit Jungle, where the Marigny Brasserie is currently located. The property is the old Laborde Printing building, the
building owner is also one of the investors. The third investor is a bar
owner on Bourbon Street.
The investors envision a food, alcohol, and live music venue. This would
require a conditional use as a cocktail lounge with an accessory use for
live music under the Frenchmen Street Arts and Cultural Overlay. There
was discussion about the limited number of cocktail lounges allowed under the A/C Overlay, the current zoning, and a general history of the
Overlay.
Project plans were circulated among board members. The project includes one large stage for live (local) music. Although Ms. Young thought
the business was less than 4,000 square feet and therefore fit under the
Overlay it was discovered that the floor space was actually 4,700 sq. ft.
Ms. Young emphasized that the adjacent vacant lot was not part of their
project. She added that their project is not designed to be a “night club”
and the investors are willing to abide by any conditions.
Ms. Young was concerned that the plans would be discussed at the
January 8, 2013 City Planning Commission meeting which very little time
to review their proposal. Several members expressed their desire to have
a .pdf copy of the plans to which Ms. Young agreed to do if possible. Ms.
Young thanked the board for the opportunity to present her plans.
The board then discussed the Arts and Cultural Overlay’s restriction on
live entertainment venues to locations with floorspace under 4,000 feet
as well as the Overlay’s purpose of limiting cocktail lounges to 20% of
the venues compared to 80% for other uses. Cocktail lounges already
comprise over 30% of the available spaces. The discussion also addressed
several clubs that operate illegally under the Overlay and have not been
good neighbors. That breach of trust with the neighborhood makes new
proposals difficult to consider.
LISA SUAREZ / NICK SUAREZ: Nick and Lisa Suarez are Marigny residents. Lisa is a former president of the FMIA. Nick and Lisa volunteered
to help review the City’s new draft CZO. Nick observed that the Bywater
and Marigny have a common interest, especially in the Riverfront area
zoning. He explained the need for communication and coordination between the two neighborhoods. Nick has volunteered to take the lead on
the Riverfront Overlay portion of the proposed zoning changes. He will
be doing most of the legwork for that part of the review which will consist

2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
President Alex Vialou gave an abbreviated report for December due to
the number of guests and length of the evening’s agenda. Alex stressed
the importance of civility in discourse and the need to respect differences
of opinion among members, the community, and the City. He reminded
members that education and having the facts are the best tools for addressing difficult issues.
3. TREASURER’S REPORT:
Treasurer Mark Malouse distributed the Profit and Loss statement,
Balance Sheet, and Check Detail report. Mark mentioned that bank authorization forms for new officers (Chris Costello, Alex Vialou, Miles
Swanson, Mark Malouse) were available. After a brief discussion Alex
Vialou moved that at least 20% of the Fete Marigny proceeds be dedicated to Washington Square Park maintenance and improvement. Mark
Malouse seconded. All members voted in favor.
4. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
a) Information / Newsletter Committee: Committee chair John Gutekunst
indicated that the newsletter has been finalized and will go to the printer
tomorrow. There was a discussion regarding the number of drop-off copies and if there was a need to print extra copies for additional community
pick up locations. John volunteered to draft a strategy for increasing circulation and report back to the board with a proposal.
b) Marigny Green: Alex Vialou met with Jean Farr of the City’s Department
of Parks and Parkways regarding Marigny resident Bill Carter’s report on
Washington Square Park’s needed repairs. Ms. Farr reported that in 2004
nearly $100,000 was spent on repairs to the park. It seemed odd to members that it was in such bad condition in such a short period of time. The
majority of work done on the fence was paint and replacement of broken/
missing finials. Unfortunately, the fence now needs major repairs.
Last year Park and Parkways arranged for spraying the oak trees for buck
moths. Gretchen Bomboy volunteered to contact Ms. Jeneice Black to see
if Park and Parkways would be spraying again this year. Gretchen has
already spoken to Jeneice about pruning the oak trees but has not heard
back.
c) Blight: Nothing new reported.
d) Parking: Nothing new reported.
e) Caroling: Christmas Caroling will take place December 16th, at 6:00
p.m. The Pfister Sisters will be on stage leading the singing. The Sheriff’s
Department will help Mark Malouse and Marshall Gries erect the stage.
Rose Nicaud will be supplying the coffee and Marigny Brasserie will supply the hot chocolate. Jason Patterson of Snug Harbor has volunteered to
lend the audio equipment. Mark Malouse and Marshall Gries will tear
down the stage and clean up following the caroling.
OLD BUSINESS
PROJECTS:
a) Parking Garages: The online survey is now posted on the FMIA
website.
b) Riverfront Park: Ken Caron spoke to the new project manager. He
noted that the park would be only partially open for Super Bowl, not
the entire park. There has been no final agreement with French Market
Corporation (FMC) to run the park. The proposed Elysian Fields garages
will not be completed in time and that was one of the proposed revenue
streams the FMC hoped to use to maintain the park. The City will now
finance park maintenance with proceeds from special events held in the
park. Space will be rented to private interests by the City. Ken Caron to
keep us apprised.
c) Mimi’s: Discussion about continuing complaints of late night noise.
Members discussed this history of the business, zoning issues, and live
music. Live music would require HMC-2 zoning which would be highly
Continued on page 13
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes December 5, 2012 — continued from page 10
NEW BUSINESS
A) Super Bowl Parties: 2601 Decatur. Alex Vialou to follow up on proposed 4 day event at 2601 Decatur St.
B) Short Term Rentals: Signs are beginning to appear around the city advertising short term rentals for Super Bowl. “Rent you home for Super
Bowl!” Beware, this is likely a scam. The owner pays upfront fees and
then the company will attempt to rent your house. After the homeowner
has paid the fee there are no guarantees. This is an additional example of
why the City needs to enforce the law against illegal short term rentals.
The board needs to review the rules for short term rentals in the Marigny.

unlikely given the intensity of HMC-2 activities and Mimi’s location in
the middle of a residential area. There was discussion of other Marigny
businesses that are also in violation of zoning ordinances. Board member
Bill Walker suggested a dedicated security detail to police noise violations
on certain blocks. If the FMIA would spearhead the effort, it would show
sincere concern on the association’s part, enable the FMIA to establish the
framework, and potentially develop a pilot program that could be used
elsewhere in the City. Because of the potential conflict of interest cocktail
lounges would not be able to pay for the details directly - so the FMIA
could take the lead in such a project.
After further discussion, Gretchen Bomboy moved to write a letter to
Cmbr. Kristen Palmer’s office requesting the City to enforce the zoning
ordinances regarding Mimi’s. Marshall Gries seconded. Six votes in favor,
one opposed. Miles Swanson volunteered to draft the letter.
d) Café Istanbul: Recent disturbances at the New Orleans Healing Center
parking lot have been resolved. The board needs to review what is and is
not permitted under conditional use provisos as well as the Community
Benefits Agreement.
e) Habana Outpost: Mark Malouse and Gretchen Bomboy attended a
meeting with neighbors and Cmbr. Kristen Palmer regarding the proposal to open a Habana Outpost restaurant on the corner of Esplanade
Avenue and N. Rampart Street. This was a preliminary meeting and
served to inform Cmbr. Palmer of the potential issues. French Quarter
residents do not want a 24/7 restaurant and bar at that location. They do
support a restaurant.
Miles Swanson moved to write a letter to Cmbr. Palmer expressing the
FMIA’s support for development of the location but emphasizing that it
should conform to existing zoning and be appropriate for the character
of the neighborhood. Six votes in favor, one opposed. Miles Swanson to
draft letter.
f) Frenchmen Street Outdoor Art Market: Peter Horjus wrote a letter expressing the FMIA’s concerns related to adding “Outdoor Art Markets”
to the Frenchmen Street Arts and Cultural Overlay. Specifically, the FMIA
prefers to keep outdoor art markets as a conditional use subject to preliminary review and conditional provisos where appropriate, rather than as a
permitted use. Letter is to be sent to Cmbr. Kristen Palmer.

ORCHIDS & ONIONS:
Orchids: None proposed.
Onions: None proposed.
MOTIONS:
1) Motion to support dual Bywater/Marigny working committee to review proposed zoning changes, in particular the Riverfront Park.
Moved: Alex Vialou, Seconded: Gretchen Bomboy, Vote: Approved
unanimously
2) Motion to require minimum 20% of Fete Marigny proceeds to be dedicated to Washington Square Park maintenance and improvement.
Moved: Alex Vialou, Seconded: Mark Malouse, Vote: Approved
unanimously
3) Motion to write a letter to Cmbr. Kristen Palmer requesting the City to
enforce the zoning ordinances regarding Mimi’s cocktail lounge.
Moved: Gretchen Bomboy, Seconded: Marshall Gries, Vote: 6 in favor 1
opposed
4) Motion to write a letter to Cmbr. Palmer expressing the FMIA’s support for development at the corner of Esplanade Avenue and N. Rampart
Street which conforms to existing zoning and is appropriate for the character of the neighborhood.
Moved: Miles Swanson, Seconded: Marshall Gries, Vote: 6 in favor 1
opposed
Meeting Adjourned Time: 10:55 p.m.




Is Proud to be located in the Marigny Neighborhood of New Orleans
We would love the opportunity to give you a personal or group tour of our historic buildings
(est.1883) and the many celebrated serenity gardens throughout the grounds.
Please call Mr. Kim Moss, Executive Director, to schedule a tour (504) 949-3609 x.504 or email at

KMoss@ProjectLazarus.net

Project Lazarus helps heal and empower people living with HIV/AIDS by focusing
on wellness, providing housing and offering important support services.
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2013

for the church and encouraged members to make suggestions. He doesn’t
expect the church to be developed soon and he emphasized that he wants
to be a good neighbor. He would very much appreciate neighborhood
input and ideas.
Speakers: None.
UPDATES / COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committees:
Zoning: Peter Horjus announced that the Zoning Committee is currently
reviewing the City’s draft Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. He noted
that the draft leaves much the same but there are also significant changes
which the committee is documenting. Lisa and Nick Suarez are reviewing the proposed Riverfront Overlay which is part of the new CZO and
makes changes to the riverfront area. They are currently working with the
Bywater Neighborhood Association’s (BNA) zoning committee on the riverfront sections. The BNA is also looking at creating a St. Claude Avenue
Overlay.
Peter noted that there are important changes proposed for both the
Frenchmen Street Arts and Cultural Overlay and the Residential Diversity
Overlay (e.g., adding restaurants to corner properties).
Alex reminded members that the FMIA has lobbied the City to keep commercial activities on the edges of the neighborhood (St. Claude, Elysian
Fields) and to leave the interior areas residential but subject to the RDO.
The City Planning Commission staff appears to be adding Franklin and
Touro streets as minor commercial zones as well as changing some interior residentially zoned properties to commercial through spot zoning.
Another change is to Marigny green space. The FMIA has favored keeping as much green space as possible in the Marigny including the open lot
next to Standard Coffee and the Press Street strip of land adjacent to the
railroad tracks. The Press street corridor has been purchased by NOCCA
and will be developed, eliminating much of the public’s access to these
green areas. The Standard Coffee lot is zoned Light Industrial. Alex challenged members to think outside the box, perhaps requesting the city to
somehow arrange for a community use for the Standard Coffee parcel.
Finally, the issue of what to allow for old churches in the neighborhood
has still not been addressed.
Marigny Green: Committee chair Deborah Oppenheim reminded members that Marigny Green is an ongoing information resource for green issues in the Marigny. The committee is in contact with two organizations
that can provide information and appropriate trees for street-scaping.
Deborah also announced that approximately 50% of Marigny households
are now recycling. To contact Deborah, write to green@faubourgmarigny.
org.
Spring Home Tour: FMIA secretary Gretchen Bomboy announced that
this would be the 41st year for the Marigny Spring Home Tour. The association needs a chairman for the event as well as volunteers.
Gretchen suggested that the Spring Tour might be easier if some of the
peripheral festivities were dropped and that we focus solely on the tour.
The tour will be in the rectangle this year and anyone willing to volunteer
or volunteer their home for the tour should contact Gretchen Bomboy at
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org.
Parking: Chairperson Donna Wakeman was not present to elaborate but it
appears that the city is proposing a change in the way residential parking
districts operate. The city is still considering one parking pass per household (per electric meter) but will no longer automatically give each household a second visitor’s pass. Instead, residents will be able to obtain (for
a fee) a 10 day visitor pass several times per year. This will have a direct
effect on multiple-car households and remains problematic for neighborhood businesses. The rules are not yet final and it is not known when/
if they will go into effect. There was a suggestion from the floor to invite
someone from the City to explain the system.
Colton School: Colton school is nearing completion. There are two KIPP
schools scheduled to share the Colton School next year. The Homer Plessy
School, which the FMIA and neighborhood have championed for months,
will not share space at Colton. However, Homer Plessy has received its
charter and is taking applications. The school’s ultimate location has not
yet been determined.
State representative J.P. Morrel is apparently interested in the FMIA’s
support for Homer Plessy at Colton. He has also been informed of the
parking problem which virtually forces teachers and school staff to use
street parking in the neighborhood.
Newsletter: Newsletter editor John Gutekunst welcomed anyone interested in helping with the newsletter to contact him through the faubourgmarigny.org website.

Meeting Called to Order (Time): 7:17 P.M. by President Alex Vialou.
WELCOME / INTRODUCTION
President Alex Vialou welcomed everyone to the first FMIA General
Meeting for 2013 and reviewed the agenda for the evening’s meeting.
He noted there were no guest speakers scheduled for the evening.
New Faces / New Members:
Blake Jones, Chris Jones, Jessica walker, Purchased Sts. Peter and Paul
church.
Eric & Karen Epstein, Purchased 2100 Burgundy St.
Kathy Olmstead, Resident renovating 909 Touro
Mike Armani and Steve Burton, Recently moved to 905 Esplanade Ave.
Ken Korman, E. Korman, Aurea Gomez; visitors
ANNOUNCEMENTS / SPEAKERS
Announcements:
Alex distributed blank cards to those at the meeting and asked everyone
to write down their suggestions for the various FMIA committees and to
indicate any issues they would like the FMIA to address in 2013.
Alex thanked the restaurant Langlois for hosting the January Meet the
Neighbors meeting. Between 30 and 40 neighbors and friends attended
the get-together. Langlois is a reservation only restaurant where patrons
engage with the chef and learn about the preparation of their meals. Meet
the Neighbors gatherings take place the second Tuesday of each month at
a location announced in advance (via e-mail). The evening at Langlois was
very much enjoyed by all.
Blake Jones, who attended the meeting with his son Chris and wife Jessica,
announced that he had purchased Sts. Peter and Paul church. He stated that he had no plans yet regarding what he will do with the church.
Originally he wanted to turn the elementary school into a residential facility for the elderly but he has no plan for the church itself. He noted that
the church building is very large and still beautiful inside. He offered
tours to those who are interested in looking at the property. Eddy Ward is
a neighbor who is frequently found at the Who Dat Café and has keys to
the church. He can arrange for a tour. Mr. Jones is actively seeking ideas

Continued on page 15
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FMIA General Meeting Minutes January 21, 2013 — continued from page 14
DISCUSSION TOPICS
Frenchmen Street:
Art Markets. The FMIA supported the addition of outdoor are markets
within the Frenchmen Street Arts & Cultural Overlay but asked for a limit
on the number of markets and a prohibition of food sales at the market.
516 Frenchmen St: The owner of the old Laborde printing building and
some other investors have proposed a new live music club at that location. Peggy Young, one of the investors, had indicated her plan to create a Snug Harbor like club. However, the presentation to the City
Planning Committee showed plans with three bars and two stages. The
City Planning Commission deferred the hearing to enable the investors
to fine tune their plan. The FMIA provided the CPC with the history and
purpose of the Frenchmen Street Arts and Cultural Overlay including
its restrictions. For example, cocktail lounges (with live music) are not to
exceed 20% of the buildings within the Overlay. Currently the number
is at 50%. Given the current high saturation of live music venues in the
Overlay district it was felt that the Laborde proposal was not appropriate.
In addition, other Frenchmen Street establishments have wanted to offer
live music long before the 516 proposal. The FMIA encourages establishments which provide daytime activity.
520 Frenchmen Street: This is currently a vacant lot. There is a proposal
for a three story 10,000 +/- sq. foot building which would include a restaurant and apartments. Alex Vialou met with the owner who is proposing a pizza restaurant with apartments on the upper floor. The Historic
District Landmark Commission (HDLC) has already approved the plans.
No variances have been requested.
Gregor Fox bought the building at the corner of Elysian Fields and
Chartres where the SDT trucks now operate. He will be meeting with the
board members at the February board meeting to discuss development of
the property. Mr. Fox was the largest sponsor of last fall’s Fête Marigny.
Santa Fe / Desperado: The building at the corner of Frenchmen and
Dauphine, across from Washington Park, has been sold to the owner of
the Boucherie restaurant, uptown.
Riverfront Park: The hole of the foundation for the pedestrian access ramp
has been dug but work appears to have stopped. Although the French

Market Corporation (FMC) was expected to manage the Riverfront Park
the director resigned and the City is now looking for an entity to manage
and fund the park. Neighborhood liaison Ken Caron reported there is no
operator or funding yet. The ultimate operator may or may not be the
FMC. It is unlikely the park will be open for Super Bowl.
Hubig’s Pies: Nothing new.
Quality of Life: There has been ongoing dialog between neighbors and
various clubs:
1) Café Istanbul – The FMIA and neighbors have been addressing the
issues. Friday, Saturday, Sunday, the Café is allowed to be open until
2:00 a.m. and patrons are allowed an additional hour to leave. On Dec
22, 2012, approximately 100-150 people exited the Café following a
performance. They were talking, making noise, and did not leave right
away which disturbed the neighbors. Some of the problem is beyond
the control of Café Istanbul but a security guard is required to police
the situation. Following a meeting with Press Kabakoff (owner of the
Healing Center) and Chuck Perkins (owner of Café Istanbul) the Café
will start locking the back door and start requiring people to exit onto
St. Claude Avenue in the hope that this will diminish the activity on
the N. Rampart parking lot.
2) Mimi’s: An article from 2004 about the noise from Mimi’s was circulated.
The FMIA arranged meetings with Mimi’s which resulted in a security
guard being hired. Alex Vialou met with D.J. Soul Sister who reported
that her music never exceeds the limits. According to Alex, the D.J.
stated that there is a system in place where the bartender will signal
her if the music is too loud. The business, which partially changed
hands last year, says it is not happy with Mimi’s management. The
FMIA drafted a letter to the City explaining that the FMIA was willing
to discuss live music in an overall context but that there is a problem
with Mimi’s. Alex also spoke to the City sound engineer who indicated
that the only way for Mimi’s to comply is to brick over the windows.
There was a brief discussion about the ambiguity of the current noise laws
and the difference between live, amplified, and acoustic music.
The meeting adjourned at 8:42

Do you want your newsletter sent to you via ____ Email OR _____Regular Mail?
Ideas, Comments, Concerns, Suggestions:

15

General Meeting — Monday, 2/18/13
Meet the Neighbors Night — Tuesday, 3/12/13
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

a n t i q u e s
OPEN 11am-7pm EVERY DAY
Lowest antique prices in
New Orleans!

Ask about our other locations

504.952.5651

Bruce Blew, Owner
(cell) 504.453.2199

Fine Affordables

furniturejewelrylighting
artdecorrugs
info@thejunqueshop.com

www.thejunqueshop.com

421 Frenchmen St. New Orleans, LA 70116

