
New Orleans, May 15, 2012
The Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association (FMIA) 
expresses its opposition to the most recent draft version of 
Senate Bill (SB 573) creating the New Orleans Hospitality 
Zone (a draft copy from the City of New Orleans Mayoral 
Office on 05/11/2012 was obtained by the FMIA). 
Under this version of the bill, a board constituted primarily 
of mayoral appointees representing the tourism industry 
would oversee how money raised from new taxes in a 
new taxing district would be spent in a Hospitality Zone. 
The proposed bill removes most of the Historic Faubourg 
Marigny District from the taxing district but not from the 
Hospitality Zone. Again, the FMIA was not engaged at any 
time in the development of this draft. 
While the FMIA both understands the importance 
of the tourism industry and the need to appropriate 
adequate funding for street and safety improvements, the 
disproportionate emphasis on marketing expenditures 
instead of infrastructure spending and the lack of a fair 
representation from residents of the neighborhoods 
included in the Hospitality Zone raises serious questions as 
to how the board would correctly address one of its stated 
goal: “to improve the quality of life of residents.” 
Already the existing levels and composition of tourism in 
the City are exacerbating many quality of life issues for 
our residents. Excessive noise from establishments that 

are violating the existing city sound ordinance and the 
associated negative impacts of the increased number of 
illegal short term vacation rentals (parking issues, noise 
and above all the loss of a neighborhood feel as full time 
residents get displaced) are the most serious issues we hear 
from our neighbors. 

If the City isn’t actively collaborating with neighborhood 
associations on these important quality of life issues that are 
directly related to tourism, how can the City be trusted with 
the advent of a board whose main goal would be to “grow 
the tourism industry”? Due to this record of constant lack 
of enforcement from the City, the delicate balance between 
residents and tourist oriented businesses has already been 
seriously damaged. 
We are thus opposed to SB 573 and the inclusion of our 
historic district in the Hospitality Zone. In its current 
form, the bill, which will be heard at the Senate Committee 
on Local and Municipal Affairs on Thursday May 17, should 
be withdrawn. 
The City would be wise to listen to those who have 
been living here their entire life and to the more recent 
transplants that work every day of the year in making their 
neighborhood the great place to live, work and play that 
they desire. 
It is important that the City consider again neighborhood 
associations –which have been at the forefront of the many 
daily issues faced by residents in the aftermath of hurricane 
Katrina- as privileged partners in designing policies and 
strategies for the sustainable growth of our city. I am looking 
forward to hearing from the city administration soon. 

    Alexandre Vialou 
    FMIA President
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Why We Are Opposed to the Hospitality Zone

This newsletter, Les Amis de Marigny, has finally entered 
the 21st century! If you are a current member of the 
FMIA, you may now chose to have your copy of the 
newsletter delivered promptly (and early) to your email 
box. If you have already paid your 2012 dues, just 
contact treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org to let us know 
you want to receive future copies by email. Otherwise, 
mark your choice when you submit your new or 
renewed membership form.
IMPORTANT REMINDER: As of the April edition, only 
current members of the FMIA are being sent copies of 
the newsletter.

Les Amis in the 21st Century

. . . the disproportionate emphasis on marketing 
expenditures instead of infrastructure spending 
and the lack of a fair representation from residents 
of the neighborhoods included in the Hospitality 
Zone raises serious questions . . .
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By Austin Lukes, Global Green USA

With summer upon us, residents around the city are 
seeing their energy bills go through the roof from their air 
conditioning. This seems to be inevitable in a hot, humid 
climate like New Orleans. However, the performance 
of the house may not be up to ideal standards, and this 
costs homeowners energy, money and, most importantly, 
comfort. New Orleans now has a program to help solve 
these issues. NOLA Wise works to provide homeowners 
with nationally-certified green contractors to weatherize 

homes across 
Orleans Parish.
Funded by the 
City of New 
Orleans and the 
Department of 
Energy, NOLA Wise 

helps homeowners lower their energy use and make their 
homes healthier and more comfortable. It provides quality 
oversight to the process and acts as a third party between 
the client and contractor, so all parties know the details and 
status of the home performance upgrades.
NOLA Wise is managed by Global Green USA, an 
environmental nonprofit, in partnership with the Southeast 
Energy Efficiency Alliance (SEEA), Green Coast Enterprises 
a handful of select local contractors. With older houses like 
those found in New Orleans, there is a great deal of savings 
to be found in all parts of the home. From insulation to air 
sealing, light bulb replacement to solar screens, NOLA Wise 
contractors apply a whole-house approach in accordance 
with Building Performance Institute (BPI) standards. This 
is the most 
effective 
way of 
scientifically 
analyzing 
energy 
waste and 
producing 
the most 
efficient 
results 
possible.
The program works to get homeowners rebates from 
Entergy’s Energy Smart program, and offers a low-interest 
loan through Fidelity Homestead Savings Bank to make the 
process more affordable. With more and more satisfied 
customers every day, now is the time to call to start the 
weatherization process and for New Orleans homes to 
become more green and sustainable. 
Call 504-523-WISE for more information or visit the NOLA 
Wise website as www.nolawise.org.

Commercial Advertising

Per-month Rates (1-2 times/year)

Full 
Page

1/2 
Page

1/4 
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member $110 $55 $40 $25

Non-
Member $113 $58 $43 $28

Per-month Rates (3 or more times/year)

Full 
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member $90 $45 $30 $18

Non-
Member $93 $48 $33 $21

Commercial Advertising

A D V E R T I S I N G

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.

All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month for 
publication in the next month’s issue. For information regarding 
advertising, contact the business manager at 
ads@faubourgmarigny.org.

Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg Marigny 
Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit, all-volunteer 
organization committed to the preservation of the unique 
architectural and cultural heritage of our historic district, and to 
improving the quality of life in our diverse community. Contents, 
editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the 
official views of the FMIA, its Board or its members. The FMIA 
does not warrant the legality of any business advertised in its 
newsletter. Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted. 
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs 
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor and/or 
byline columnist.

Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with topics of 
interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor 
reserves the right to reject submissions including editorial and 
advertising content. Submissions must be received by the 7th of the 
month for inclusion in the next month’s issue. Send contributions 
to: FMIA Newsletter, 2401 Burgundy St., Box 10, NOLA 70117 or 
editor@faubourgmarigny.org. 

The newsletter is published each month except August and January. 
Back issues are available online at www.faubourgmarigny.org.

The newsletter is now accepting classified ads. Personals, however, 
are not being accepted. Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org. 
Classified Rates: $5.00 per each 25 words.

Classifieds Now Available

About the Newsletter

For a Cool Summer, 
Call NOLA Wise
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By Deborah Oppenheim

Eight Ideas for Recycling 
Tin and Aluminum Cans 
It is the  travel season and lots of people are 
visiting our city.  Marigny residents are privy 

to seeing empty soda and beer cans on the streets.  It would 
be canny to have some clever examples to show the waste 
offenders various ways of recycling the cans.

1. Plant a starter plant  in a can to beautify the streetscape 
scribing the words: This is a better use for the can then 
the gutter! 

2. Leave a can with plastic bags for doggie bags pick-up 
labeled ONE MESS TO ANOTHER

3. Stack the cans as a sculpture Don’t Trip Over the Cans
4. Encourage learning a new skill The Marigny Shaker Fill the 

cans with rice or beans, tape to make a shaker 
5. Collect enough cans to create modular storage for  

organizing and decorate them with fabric paint.
6. At a neighborhood gathering, play the game Kick the Can.
7. Practice shooting hoops by dunking the cans into your 

recycle bin.
8. Exercise your back by picking up and recycling the cans. 

President’s Report

By Alexandre Vialou

Bonjour,
Merci Beaucoup to all volunteers, board members, and 
neighbors — who have opened their houses — that 
have made this year Spring Home Tour another success. 
There were many splendid houses showcased and under 
a hot but gorgeous spring day with great music and 
crafts at Washington Square Park, this event was another 
great get-together with familiar faces and newcomers. 
We are thus looking with confidence toward our 
upcoming Fall Tour which this year will be combined 
with a special festival to celebrate the Faubourg Marigny 
Improvement Association 40th birthday. Please stay 
tuned or email us at volunteer@faubourgmarigny.org if 
you’d like to be involved.
Most of the month of May was spent dealing with the 
proposed Louisiana Senate SB 763 which would have 
included the Triangle section of our neighborhood into 
an hospitality zone. The FMIA letter in opposition to 
the bill that was sent to the sponsor of the bill (Senator 
Ed Murray) and our legislative officials both in the 
Council, at City Hall and in the Louisiana House of 
Representative has been reproduced in this newsletter. 
In the next coming months, we are looking toward 
small revision of our existing Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance which dictates permissible land uses in 
our neighborhood. We will examine diligently any 
suggested changes to our zoning as to reflect our 
contemporaneous realities while retaining the core 
and spirit of our historic district zoning laws which 
enable our neighborhood to be the very attractive 
neighborhood that it is today.
   Alexandre Vialou

ARISE Academy, the elementary school on the lakeside 
of St. Claude Avenue, between Pauline & Alvar Streets, 
needs volunteers for a special project. Scheduled at 
your convenience, they need volunteers who can work 
in a classroom with a teacher, using a computer to 
look up and assign each book in the classroom library 
to a reading level. This will help the ARISE scholars 
to easily identify which books they’ll be able to read 
independently, and is guaranteed to increase the 
number of books they’ll be reading with enjoyment!
Call Cari at 504-655-3800, or email her at 
ckillian@ariseacademy.org, if you’re interested in 
volunteering for our community’s children this summer 
at ARISE Academy.”

All Arise!

Marigny Green

ORCHIDS

 to Bill Hyland for contributing the excellent article in last 
month’s newsletter on the history of the Faubourg and 
Bernard de Marigny. 

ONIONS

 to the Sewerage and Water Board for the lack of 
maintenance around Washington Park.

Orchids & Onions
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Washington Square Park
The Louisiana SPCA’s public art project, Paws on Parade, 
commissioned sixty one Mardi Grad Bead Dog® sculptures 
to be placed around the Greater New Orleans area in an 
effort to raise awareness and funds for animal welfare in 
our region. The heart of this project is to bring attention to 
the mission of the Louisiana SPCA while beautifying various 
neighborhoods with decorative sculptures all of which 
have been designed by local artists and sponsored by an 
individual, foundation, or business. Rainbow Dog is now 
calling Washington Square Park home. Check it out.

Bed & Breakfasts
The neighborhood has 47 legal bed and breakfast 
establishments within its boundaries. Anyone interested in 
finding one, or finding out if the one on their block is legal, 
just go to http://www.nola.gov/VISITORS/Legal-Short-Term-
Rentals/Downtown-Rentals/. The list does not indicate how 
many rooms each has.

Our Hero
Our own Rick Fifield received not one, but two awards from 
the Vieux Carre Commission for his architectural work. He 
received a Certificate of Honor along with architect Frank 
Masson for the preservation of 1218-20 Burgundy St. and 
a Certificate of Recognition for the rehabilitation of 1201 
Bourbon St. Congratulations, Rick.

They’re BAAAAAAACKKKKK
CVS is back with a revised site plan addressing some of 
the complaints, namely a suburban layout with parking in 
the front. Otherwise, it is the standard CVS building seen 
everywhere, and all existing buildings (some of which 
won’t be missed) gone. They will present the plan to the 
full Historic District Landmark Committee on June 14. A 
neighborhood oppositional meeting will be held Wed. June 
13, 7 pm, at 1029 Franklin Ave. You will be able to see the 
new CVS plan, meet other neighbors who oppose the plan, 
and get ready for the City Hall hearing the following day. 
For more information about the neighbor meeting, contact 
Skylar Fein, studio@skylarfein.com.

1030 Port Street
1030 Port Street is part of the proposed CVS site. However, 
the owners of 1030 Port Street want to hedge their bet 
by appealing the loss of the site’s non-conforming use 
‘permit’. The blighted eight-plex had not been repaired 
within the 1 year period restoration period allowed under 
the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinances (CZO). Neighbors 
on the block, who have suffered for years with the blight 
and drug-dealing the site has encouraged, oppose the 
continuance of the non-conforming use. Under the 
CZO, the property may contain up to 4 units and still be 
considered a conforming use.

501 Elysian Fields
June 26 will see 501 Elysian Fields’ request for conditional 
use appearing before the City Planning Commission, as they 
want to build a mixed-use (apartments and commercial 
space) on the property. Key items on their agenda are 1) 
reduction in parking from 160 spaces required in the zoning 
ordinance to 71 spaces and 2) waiver of the height limit 
of 50 ft to allow for 75 ft height on Elysian Fields. The 71 
parking spaces equal the number of proposed apartments 
(even though those apartments have a total of 105 
bedrooms) and leave no parking spaces for the 1,000 sq ft 
retail space or the 5,600 sq ft restaurant and bar. Stay tuned 
for developments.

Parking Lots
Every developer and their brother is counting on the two 
parking lots owned by the city and administered by the 
French Market Corporation to provide parking that they 
hope to avoid providing. The city has put out a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for parking garages on those sites, with 
commercial space on the ground floor. The RFP states that 
“development in HMC-2 zoning district may reach 56-60 ft 
in height”. We’re not sure where those figures are coming 
from – they’ll also please the developers. In any case, we 
hope these garages can squeeze the cars in, what with 511 
Marigny reduced parking, minimal parking requested by 
501 Elysian Fields and then of course, all the events for the 
Mandeville Street Wharf.

Streetcars, Con’t
The city has still not made up its mind whether to put the 
streetcars in the street or in the neutral ground. Its hesitation 
has resulted in lack of forward motion on the N. Rampart 
Street/St. Claude line. Letters of support for the neutral 
ground placement (referred to as ‘dedicated transit lanes’), 
or for the streetcar line in general, should be mailed to 
Transport for NOLA, P.O. Box 19231, NOLA 70179.

Happ’ns in the ‘Hood
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June  2012

Board Meeting
June 6, 7 pm, 
Who Dat Café, 2401 Burgundy Street

Meet the Neighbors
June 12, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, 
John Paul’s Bar, 940 Elysian Fields

General Meeting
June 18, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

July  2012

Board Meeting
No Board Meeting for July 

Meet the Neighbors
No Meet the Neighbors for July

General Meeting
No General Meeting for July

NONPAC MEETINGS

5th District — 2nd Wednesday, 
6 pm, 4015 Burgundy St.

8th District — 2nd Thursday
5:30 pm, 1001 Toulouse Street

GREEN MARKETS

French Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm

Sankofa Market
Saturdays, 10 am - 2 pm
Holy Angels Complex, 3500 St. Claude Avenue 
(at the corner of Gallier Street and St Claude Avenue)

FREE FUN 

St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com

Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm, 
Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street

June 2012

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

If you have an event for the calendar please send it to 
Donna Wakeman at editor@faubourgmarigny.org

It’s a Blast!
An email blast that is. FMIA sends out an email blast every 
Friday with important news about what’s happening in the 
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that you 
need to know! To sign up for this service email 
news@foubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your email 
settings to allow news@faubourgmarignny as an approved 
sender or add it to your contact list.
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By Bonnie Morel, Community Organizer for 
PRIME TIME at Holy Angels

A family-reading program served to bring the Bywater and 
Marigny communities together in novel ways over a period 
of several weeks, February-April.
PRIME TIME Family Reading Time is a free program of 
reading, discussion and storytelling for school-aged children 
and their families, using award-winning children’s books at 
weekly gatherings over a 6-week period. It’s a program of 
the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities (LEH) that was 
brought to Holy Angels by Start the Adventure in Reading 
(STAIR), a 27-year-old Greater New Orleans tutoring 
program for public elementary school children.
PRIME TIME families read and discuss topics in the 
humanities (history, literature, and ethical issues) with 
the help of an LEH storyteller and discussion leader who 
encourage critical thinking, reasoning, questioning, and 
respect for diversity in perspectives, beliefs and viewpoints. 
We were privileged to have Laurence Copel as storyteller, 
with Mona Lisa Saloy, local poet and author, assisting as 
discussion leader. And the program at Holy Angels achieved 
diversity among participants by recruiting families through 3 
churches and 4 schools. 
In Bywater, Grace Baptist and Journey 9th Ward churches, 
as well as Drew, ARISE, and KIPP NOLA schools all helped 
us get the PRIME TIME word out to families. In Marigny, 
St. Paul’s Lutheran church and school actively recruited 
participants. PRIME TIME at Holy Angels was also publicized 
at a citywide School Expo, so three of our total 13 families 
(40 individuals) registering for the program came to us from 
other neighborhoods in the city, with the help of PRIME 
TIME-funded taxis.
Alvar Library’s own Henri Fourroux gave a rousing “library 
commercial” at the kickoff session, to the delight of 
participating children. LEH provided our tireless team 
leader, Program Coordinator, Heidi Sherman, as well as a 
professional Preschool Coordinator, Melissa Gemeinhardt, 
who worked with participating families’ younger children 
throughout. 
STAIR has committed to providing a nutritious meal at each 
of its PRIME TIME sites. This was a particular challenge 
at Holy Angels, where the insurance coverage precludes 
community groups having access to the kitchen. We hoped 
to get food donations from some Bywater restaurants 
and other food vendors, and the Bywater Neighborhood 
Association’s Board very generously voted to give us up to 
$500 to supplement donations from food vendors, if we 
needed it. We’re proud to report that we used only $276 of 
that money.
The food donations exceeded all expectations and created 
some wonderful opportunities for community-building! 
Sally’s Country Gourmet launched the program with her 
hearty shepherd’s pie, and her oatmeal chocolate chip 
cookies disappeared rapidly on our last night. 

Lagniappe Lifestyle Services Co-op, another Bywater 
caterer, provided punch and custom-made salads on several 
of the PRIME TIME nights and provided a much-needed 
back-up, last-minute service, since they’re housed directly 
across the street from Holy Angels. Satsuma delivered 
several gallons of their delightful strawberry lemonade. And 
Bacchanal’s paella was a big hit on our last evening, when 
we shared leftovers with the residents of Holy Angels. 
Elizabeth’s Restaurant gave us both their tasty jambalaya 
and a great salad one evening, and we had leftovers to 
share with an incoming BNA committee. Serendipitously, 
the PRIME TIME coordinator and the BNA committee 
chair recognized each other as colleagues from a rebuild 
organization that regularly brought Katrina volunteers to The 
Joint. That chance encounter led to fond memories and a 
terrific pulled pork salad as a donation for PRIME TIME from 
The Joint. 
Sankofa Farmer’s Market donated greens that were cooked 
and carted over to Holy Angels by our three PRIME TIME 
participating Grace Baptist families, who also provided us 
with baked chicken and a wonderful lemon tart. Sankofa 
also did a special harvesting of high-schooler-grown 
herbs from Project HEAL (Health, Education, Agriculture 
& Leadership) gardens, including the Frederick Douglass 
Community Garden at KIPP Renaissance, so that on one 
PRIME TIME night we were able to let families sample 
some exotic additions to their salad, including some flowers 
whose edibility we were able to demonstrate. 

Community-Building 
through Family Reading

Learn more at: www.nolafood.coop or call: 504-264-5579.
NOFC is a member of the Bywater and Marigny Associations

Located in the 2372 St. Claude Avenue
Suite 110

That’s good food!

 

 9 am-9 pm daily
Everyone Welcome 

OWNER-MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY
Wed June 20    All Day   9 am - 9 pm

Free Film: What’s On Your Plate? Wed 6/20, 7 - 8:30 pm in Cafe Istanbul

◊  10% off groceries for all Owner-Members!
◊  Free Samples & Product Demos for everyone!
◊  Free Raffle for New Owner-Members

This witty documentary about kids and food politics follows two 11-year old 
multi-racial kids as they examine their place in the food chain. 

Hosted by the New Orleans Loving Festival — www.what’sonyourplateproject.org 

NOFC is a proud participant in Eat Local 2012!
The NOLA Locavores are challenging you to go 30 days in June eating only 
foods grown, caught, or raised within a 200 mile radius of New Orleans. 

Visit eatlocalneworleans.com for details.

Continued on page 7
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Alexandre Vialou, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org

Donna Wakeman, Co-Vice President: DonnaW@faubourgmarigny.org

Miles Swanson, Co-Vice President: MilesS@faubourgmarigny.org

Chris Costello, Treasurer: treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org

Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary: 
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org

Marshall Gries, Recording Secretary: MarshallG@faubourgmarigny.org

Gene Cizek, Past President: GeneC@faubourgmarigny.org

Jim Farr: JimF@faubourgmarigny.org

Jason Patterson: JasonP@faubourgmarigny.org

B O A R D  M E M B E R S

C O M M I T T E E S
Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org

Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org

Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org

Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Caroling

Community Outreach
Crime Prevention

Development
 Frenchmen

Fundraising
Education

 Home Tour
 Hospitality

Membership
Neighborhood

Special Projects
Volunteer

Walking Tour
Washington Square Park

Web Site

For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

We even had “the Healing Center at Holy Angels” for one 
of our PRIME TIME suppers, bringing a couple of Marigny 
food vendors together for purposes of bringing Marigny to 
Bywater! The Food Co-op in the Healing Center generously 
gave PRIME TIME a gift certificate which we presented to 
Fatma of Fatoush so that she was able to use Food Co-op 
ingredients in preparing pans with wonderful chicken and 
rice dishes for PRIME TIME. We (and Sr. Joyce of Holy 
Angels) also agreed to publicize the fact that the Healing 
Center has its own meeting rooms and charges non-profits a 
low rate, particularly if they use Fatoush as their caterer!
Both the Food Co-op and Sankofa made presentations at 
PRIME TIME and gave information and coupons to the 
families that were much appreciated.
PRIME TIME at Holy Angels greatly benefitted from the 
help of volunteers recruited through the BNA and FMIA 
newsletters and eblasts: Teri Rich of Bywater and Amy Noll 
of Marigny. They not only worked diligently on site but 
came early to pick up most of the food donations from 
the restaurants and deliver them to Holy Angels. We were 
additionally blessed with a dozen volunteers from STAIR’s 
Board and staff. 
Thanks to ALL the fantastic community-builders from 
Bywater, Marigny and beyond, who contributed so much to 
making PRIME TIME at Holy Angels such a great success!

Community-Building continued from page 6
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Hello, friends and neighbors. We know our community 
is doing well when one of the biggest challenges for us 
at St. Claude Main Street (SCMS) is keeping up with all 
of the new developments along the corridor. We are 
excited for all of the new energy and thankful for all of 
those who have sustained the spirit of St. Claude over the 
years. As St. Claude grows, our goal is to spur cultural and 
business development that creates economic opportunity 
and promotes equity for the larger community. To do 
this, we are working with stakeholders to support the arts 
district, build a business association, and engage the larger 
community in revitalization. Here are just some of the 
recent highlights of the activities along St. Claude Avenue:
Promoting Cultural Organizations 
and Entrepreneurs. 
Our arts organizations and cultural entrepreneurs are at the 
heart of St. Claude and one of the things that makes our 
area truly unique. After hearing from these organizations 
about some of the challenges they face in operating a 
business in our city, SCMS organized a series of business 
workshops focused on arts and culture issues. These 
workshops were introduced by Councilmember Palmer, 
and included presentations from the city departments of 
Safety and Permits, Zoning and Revenue, as well as the Arts 

Council of New Orleans. Thanks to the Healing Center and 
Antenna Gallery for hosting. You can check out a video of 
the second workshop on our Facebook page.
St. Claude Night Market. 
After postponing for the rain, the second St. Claude Night 
Market was a success with more than 300 people in 
attendance to celebrate our local talent and enjoy a family 
friendly evening under the stars. For those who came to eat, 
vendors included New York style pies from Pizza Delicious, 
baked goods from Christine Nielson, tasty banh mi from 
Miso Hungry and vegan cupcakes from Austin Lightsout. For 
those who came to shop, there were more than 20 vendors 
including original art, prints, jewelry, as well as handmade 
books by Kelly Jacques and recycled furniture made on-site 
by Jake Goldwasser. And for those who came to dance, 
Blu Beverage performed a set, followed by DJ Kristn and 
DJ Bunny. Thank you to all of the partners that helped put 
this event together. Questions? Suggestions? Want to be a 
vendor? Feel free to get in touch at hello@stclaude.org. 
Riverfront Park. 
Along with other community representatives, SCMS is acting 
as a community liaison for the Riverfront Park through the 
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Engagement. We are 
seeking resident input on what you would like to see in 
terms of Operations at the new park. Design/build is already 
set, but in order for programming to be responsive to what 
people actually want, the City has enlisted us to find out. 

St. Claude Main Street

Continued on page 9



9

FA
UB

OURG MARIGNY

MPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIOI N

If you have comments on operations, please email us at 
hello@stclaude.org.
St. Claude Bridge Safety Issues. 
Recently, the St. Claude Bridge Safety and Access 
Committee (SCBSAC) enlisted a group of Masters Urban 
Planning Student from UNO, called Connect the 9 (Ct9), 
to assess safety and access issues for all users of the St. 
Claude Avenue Bridge crossing the industrial canal. Their 
study found that improving accommodations for bicyclists 
and pedestrians across the St. Claude Avenue Bridge 
would increase public health, safety and equity. SCMS 
looks forward to working with them and our community to 
improve safety and accessibility. 
We hope you’ll join us and stay up to date through our 
Facebook page. See you on St. Claude!
  Jonathan Rhodes, 
  St. Claude Main Street, President

Meet the Neighbors

Meet the Neighbors on 
Tuesday, May 8th was a 
pleasant surprise. We 

were treated like royalty by the new management and 
chefs at the Marigny Brasserie. They let us sample several 
delicious nibbles from their current menu, and it is clear the 
new leadership knows they have a lot of work to do to once 
again make this a popular neighborhood destination among 
locals. So if you haven’t been there in a while, they invite 
you to come back in and get a fresh impression. 
Next Meet the Neighbors:  Tuesday June 12th from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm at John Paul’s Bar, 940 Elysian Fields.

5th District Report  No Report

8th District Report
With the 8th District assuming responsibility for the majority 
of the Marigny, it is more urgent than ever that someone 
volunteer to attend and report on its NONPAC meetings. 
Anyone interested please contact editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

NONPAC Meetings

Magnolia Physical Therapy is locally owned and 
operated by Lisa George and Beth Winkler-Schmit.  

Our knowledgable Physical Therapists Magnolia have 
successfully treated almost every painful 

musculoskeletal condition you may be experiencing.  
The following is far from a comprehensive list, but will give 

you a good idea of the types of conditions we treat.

Mention This Ad 
for a Free Consultation with a Physical Therapist

Please give us a call at 504-943-8026 to learn more 
about how we can help you!

839 Spain Street
New Orleans, LA 70117

FAX: 504-943-8876

*Also serving the Harahan Area 504-733-0254

• Back Pain
• Joint Pain
• Joint Replacements
• TMJ
• Planters Fasciitis
• Pregnancy Pain

• Chronic Pelvic Pain
• Urinary Incontinence
• Tennis Elbow
• Vestibular Issues
• Balance Issues
And Much Much More!

St. Claude Main Street continued from page 8

 

 

 
 

Exceeding Expectations for 20 years.

www.GKProductions.com

Katherine Kuroczko 
610-212-5110 • katherine@gkproductions.com

John Gutekunst
484-888-3745 • john@gkproductions.com

Graphic Design

Web Design

   Office Administration   

Do you like to go to coffee houses, restaurants, and other 
public places? Do you want to get some exercise and spend 
time in the sun? Wanna meet fun people and get to know 
neighbors in the ‘hood? Then do I have a job for you! 
Needed: Volunteer to distribute the FMIA newsletter to 
various locations in the Marigny and the Bywater. Contact 
editor@faubourgmarigny.org if interested.

Wanna Hang Out?
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By Peter Horjus

While having a discussion on the street corner last week 
with the FMIA newsletter editor about possible articles, we 
observed a commonly occurring interaction between a car 
and a bicyclist that inspired this piece. 
On the corner of Dauphine and St. Roch, a car was heading 
towards the river on St. Roch, stopped at the stop sign, and 
then proceeded to turn left onto Dauphine. Simultaneously, 
a bicyclist was traveling up Dauphine (the wrong way), did 
not stop at the intersection, and nearly collided with the car. 
Only some quick braking by the motorist and some skilled 
swerving by the bicyclist avoided a serious accident. The 
driver called out simply “Hey! You’re going the wrong way!” 
to which the bicyclist responded “F--- you!” and continued 
the wrong way up Dauphine.
I myself am a frequent bicycler, and one who also 
occasionally goes the wrong way (with full respect and 
caution, at least, for cars, pedestrians, and other bicyclists), 
and regardless of the law I still feel that bicyclists who 
break the law in a safe and respectable way are still good 
neighbors and responsible citizens. However, to know what 
laws I (we) may be breaking, I spent some time reviewing 
the bicycle-related laws. Among the Louisiana Statutes 
related to bicycling that one might expect (stopping at stop 
signs and stop lights for example) and ignoring certain laws 
that I’d prefer to break on bike than car (driving or riding 
while intoxicated), there are several other laws that are 
significant for both bicyclists and motorists to know and 
respect. Below is a paraphrasing of these laws, with exact 
language indicated by quotes:

• RS 32:194 “Every person riding a bicycle upon a 
highway of this state shall be granted all the rights 
and shall be subject to all the duties applicable to the 
driver of a vehicle.”

•  RS 32:197 “Every person operating a bicycle upon 
a roadway shall ride as near to the right side of the 
roadway as practicable, exercising due care when 
passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the 
same direction, except under any of the following 
circumstances:”

• When passing, preparing for a left turn, or When 
reasonably necessary to avoid fixed or moving 
objects.

• RS 32:199 Helmets are required for children under 12 
on bicycles (as either operator or passenger). 

• RS 32:239 Bicycles must have a front white light lamp 
and a rear red lamp or flashing light, as well as red 
reflectors facing outwards to the sides.

• RS 32:76.1 When overtaking and passing a bicycle, 
motorists shall exercise due care while the motor 
vehicle is passing the bicycle and shall leave a safe 
distance between the motor vehicle and the bicycle 
of not less than three feet and shall maintain such 
clearance until safely past the overtaken bicycle. 
An operator of a motor vehicle may pass a bicycle 
traveling in the same direction in a no-passing zone 
only when it is safe to do so. 

In simple general terms, bicyclists are required to follow 
the same laws as car drivers, with some specific laws for 
bicyclists IN ADDITION to the car laws, but not generally 
excluding bicyclists from any car laws. 
Of course, most bicyclists can cite a list of common 
dangerous behavior by motor vehicles operators, such as 
getting ‘doored’ by a parked car, cars passing too close, or 
turning in front of a bicyclist and cutting them off. These 
are all illegal by Louisiana law, and motorists (including law 
enforcement) are encouraged to become familiar with these 
laws as well. 
Half tongue-in-cheek, and half in sincerity, we can use 
these laws to create a law-abiding bicycle dominated 
Marigny, Bywater, and French Quarter. On our streets, there 
are situations where between 1) riding “as near to the right 
side of the roadway as practicable” on a one way street with 
cars parked on the right (which I interpret as out of striking 
range of parked-car doors suddenly opening), and 2) cars 
giving the required 3 foot clearance when passing bicyclists 
will result in streets too narrow for cars to pass bicyclists. 
The message to the Dauphine and St. Roch explicative-
yelling-wrong-way bicyclist is that if we want cars to respect 
us on our bikes and follow the laws in place, then we as 
bicyclists need to follow these rules and respect motorists as 
well. In a community and a city where laws may be applied 
to the letter, only in spirit, or not at all, both bicyclists and 
motorists should nonetheless always use respect, common 
courtesy, and common sense. 

Bicycles Laws in New Orleans
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By Arin Clark Adkins

An old jewel located at 807 
Esplanade has been brought 
back from the brink. The 
Greek Revival mansion was 
built in 1859 for ship captain 
William Whann. Captain 
Whann and his family called 
three floors of sumptuous 
living space “home”. They 
were surrounded by the 
finest mahogany, granite and 
marble, along with one-of-a-
kind moldings and medallions. 
Double-hung windows rise 
up from the floor to allow 
one to step out onto wrought 
iron balconies overlooking 
Esplanade and the French Quarter. 
Located behind the main house were the kitchen, 
servants’ quarters and courtyard. The carriage house 
included additional apartments of its own. The home and 
accompanying out-buildings all remain intact despite the 
condition to which they had succumbed. 
Like far too many other aging giants, 807 Esplanade began 
to decline and eventually fell into disrepair. It had been 
converted into many small tenement apartments with 
a portion of the property condemned by the City. But 
fortunately in 2007 Peter and Susan Hoffman entered the 
scene.
Peter and Susan are well-known to New Orleans and 
are strong supporters of preservation. They renovated 
their current residence, which is one of the most highly 
photographed townhomes on Royal Street. In addition to 
being a local Film Producer, Susan is the owner of beautiful 
Café Amelie. Peter is the President of Seven Arts Films and 
together they have worked in the film industry for many 
years. As they considered the future of the run-down relic, 
they were struck with inspiration. Their vision: to build a 
creative work and living environment for those in the movie 
industry. 

As New Orleans has become the new hotspot for making 
movies, Peter and Susan want to provide an additional 
opportunity to keep business at home. After filming is 
complete, the crew often returns to L.A. for all the post-
production work. 807 Esplanade’s new incarnation is 
“Seven Arts Post”. Instead of leaving New Orleans after 
filming, the director, editor, producer, technicians and other 
key personnel will be able to live and work in inspirational 
splendor. State-of-the-art editing rooms, mixing consoles 
and screening areas will offer all post-production needs. Six 
or eight guest rooms, each with en suite baths and mini-
kitchens offer luxury accommodations to those working 
on the project. The opportunity to live and work in this 
beautiful space in our glorious city will be a welcome option 
for professionals in the film industry. 
As stewards of historic preservation, the Hoffmans have 
paid close attention to historically accurate renovation. 
They researched the period during which the house was 
built and carefully selected materials and craftsman. 
Original features such as cornices, fireplaces, molding and 
murals have either been restored or recreated. Along with 
Duvernay Construction, Susan and Peter expect the massive 
undertaking to be complete in September of this year. 
With its launch, the Marigny will be home to yet another 
reclaimed treasure. Thank you Peter and Susan! Welcome 
back 807 Esplanade!
For photographs of the building prior to and during the 
renovation, contact Heather Harper at hharper@2nola.com 
or 504-289-0499.

Welcome Back 807 Esplanade



12

FA
UB

OURG MARIGNY

MPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIOI N

Members Present:  Alex Vialou, Jason Patterson, Jim Farr, Gene Cizek, Marshall 
Gries , Donna Wakeman, Chris Costello
Members Absent:  Miles Swanson
Guests/Organization:
(1) Michelle Picou & Gus Vides, Marigny Resident / Entrepreneurs
(2) Craig Nero, Resident / Owner Who Dat Coffee Café 
(3) Catherine Markel (by e-mail) Resident / Entrepreneur
Meeting called to order (time):  7:12 p.m.by:  Alex Vialou
Previous Meeting Minutes: Read? No, distributed by e-mail  Approved? Yes 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: None
COMMUNITY REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS
1. MICHELLE PICOU & GUS VIDES:  Residents Michelle Picou and Gus Vides 
gave a presentation of their proposal for a po-boy shop at 2340 Royal St., the 
corner of Royal and Mandeville Streets. The property has been owned by 
Ms. Picou’s family for decades and is currently being used as an art studio. 
Ms. Picou and Mr. Vides provided drafts of floorplans, menus, and potential 
business names (Picou’s Po-Boys, Royal Street Po-Boys) and indicated that 
neighbors are generally supportive of their concept.
They would like to have outdoor seating as well as to be able to sell alcohol 
(beer) at the restaurant.
There was a general discussion of what the neighborhood needs, what is a 
permissible use under current zoning, and what is not. Alcohol sales are not 
permitted under the RDO. 2340 Royal St. is a very old structure and may have 
been designed or used as a commercial building in the past. The building may 
be authorized to operate as a small business under the Residential Diversity 
Overlay (RDO) if it was previously utilized as a commercial building. 
The board asked Ms. Picou and Mr. Vides to research the building for evi-
dence that it was at one time a commercial building and forward their findings 
to the board. 
2. CRAIG NERO:  Craig Nero, proprietor of the Who Dat Coffee Café, wants 
to be able to serve alcohol with meals at his restaurant and he is applying for 
a liquor license. Mr. Nero is currently expanding the Café’s kitchen. Like La 
Peniche, he would like to be able to serve alcohol with meals. Because the 
Who Dat Coffee Café property is currently zoned commercial it would not 
fall under the RDO, but a liquor license would require a special conditional 
use permit.

The ensuing discussion focused on problems the neighborhood has had his-
torically:  agreeing to a liquor license for an original owner only to have subse-
quent owners abuse the license. Mr. Nero signaled his willingness to agree to 
various provisos to a conditional use permit including restrictions on hours of 
operation, types of liquor sold, no live music, etc. Because the Café’s zoning is 
commercial and alcohol would be a conditional use, provisos can be imposed 
on the license. 
Mr. Nero will post advance notices of his application for an alcohol permit and 
there will be a hearing where the public will be able to voice their views. The 
FMIA is committed to listening to all neighbor’s viewpoints.
3.CATHERINE MARKEL:  Ms. Markel was unable to attend the board meeting 
but she sent an e-mail explaining her plan to open a wine and cheese shop 
at 2805 St. Claude Avenue, by the railroad tracks. She would like a package 
liquor license in order to be able to sell wine at the new store. There is no plan 
for on-site consumption.
Discussion centered on liquor licenses in general and whether or not package 
liquor licenses had different restrictions than on-premises licenses (i.e., beer 
and wine permit different than hard liquor?). The possibility of writing provisos 
into conditional uses was also raised in order to keep a wine and cheese shop 
from turning into a package liquor convenience shop over time. The board 
urges Ms. Markel to also reach out to the Faubourg St. Roch neighborhood as 
well as this location is on their doorstep.

ADMINISTRATION
1. APPROVALS BY E-MAIL:  
Motions:
a) Loan of the FMIA tents to “Soto”???:  Approved: Vote for:  6, Vote against:  0
b) Sending flowers to Bennie Naghi : Approved: Vote for:  5, Vote against:  0 

c) Vote to Join Stop the Noise:  Not Approved: Vote for:  2, Vote against:  5
d) Move Zoning Committee meeting to attend taxing district meeting: 
Approved: Vote for:  5, Vote against:  0
e) FMIA to contribute $50.00 to cost of Tax District meeting: Approved: Vote 
for:  5, Vote against:  0
f) Raise ad prices for program: Approved: Vote for:  5, Vote against:  0
2. MINUTES: Motion to approve April General and Board minutes:  
Moved:  Gene Cizek, Seconded Chris Costello: Vote:  Approved 8-0 
3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
President Alex Vialou reported that the City Planning Commission has asked 
us to review the Residential Diversity Overlay (RDO). The CPC wants us to 
verify that it is the wish of the neighborhood that the RDO becomes the rule 
in place of the current commercial spot zoning. 

Continued on page 13

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
May 3, 2012 
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Historically, spot zoning within residential neighborhoods has resulted incon-
gruous businesses in the midst of residential neighborhoods. Once the spot 
zoning is in place, it is impossible to change it back without a zoning change. 
This has allowed flexibility within the neighborhood but is also responsible for 
some of the Faubourg’s worst problems.
Under the RDO, residential areas would remain residential with the excep-
tions of (1) corner properties which were once commercial and (2) spot zoned 
properties which would be grandfathered unless the building is vacant for six 
months – after which the zoning in both cases would revert to the underlying 
residential zoning. 
Discussion focused on the fact that the City Planning Commission appears 
to be leaning in the direction of the older zoning scheme where spot zoning 
exceptions are permitted – including the possibility of spot zoning within resi-
dential areas. For many years, the FMIA has worked on a system to eliminate 
spot zoning. Those efforts finally paid off in the form of the RDO. 
The CPC believes that many residents would not be in favor of grandfathered 
businesses reverting to residential use only. For example, if MiMi’s were idle 
for 6 months would we want it to revert to residential status? There was further 
discussion about how to address larger churches in the neighborhood. The 
RDO currently does not permit alternate uses for large churches.
The discussion culminated with a motion to form a committee to review the 
current zoning in the Marigny and then come up with a proposal to address 
the neighborhood’s zoning issues. Then, there needs to be a survey of neigh-
borhood residents to determine their opinion concerning inconsistently zoned 
properties within the Marigny residential areas. Donna Wakeman moves to 
create the committee. Gretchen Bomboy seconds. Marshall Gries to chair. All 
vote in favor. Members will meet at Marshall Gries’ house Monday, May 7. 
(This meeting was moved to Gretchen’s house on the 17th of May.)
4. TREASURER’S REPORT:
Treasurer Chris Costello distributed the balance sheet, profit & loss statement, 
and check detail reports. The monthly balance sheet will be available on the 
FMIA website and in the upcoming newsletter. 
There was discussion about the cost of mailing the newsletters and if there was 
any way to save money. It was suggested that there may be special rates for 
non-profit organizations and/or if we have sufficient numbers to receive a bulk 
discount. If we don’t have sufficient numbers to qualify for a bulk discount, we 
may consider sending out free copies if the additional numbers would qualify 
us for the discount. 
As an aside, Chris noted that Walgreen’s improvements, which were the result 
of negotiations with the FMIA related to their store expansion, have been 

implemented:  the fence is down, the landscaping is in, and the exit drainage 
on the Elysian Fields has been repaired. 
5. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
a) Newsletter/Communications:  Nothing new reported. 
b) Marigny Green:  Nothing new reported.
c) Blight:  Nothing new reported.
d) Security:  Nothing new reported.
e) Washington Park:  The ASPCA dog sculpture is ready to be installed. 
Gretchen Bomboy to contact the ASPCA with instructions on placement:  
Elysian Fields and Dauphine corner of the park. 
f) Spring Home Tour:  All homes for the May 20th FMIA spring Home Tour 
have arranged. There is a great need volunteers for ticket sales, set up, clean 
up, and for docents to monitor the homes. 
g) Fête Marigny:  Marshall Gries gave a brief update on the festival. Most 
committees now have a chairperson and the next actions will focus on selec-
tion of vendors and entertainers. It was suggested that businesses which regu-
larly support the FMIA could be tapped for sponsorship. Anyone interested in 
working on the festival is encouraged to contact Marshall Gries at marshallg@
faubourgmarigny.org. 
h) FMIA 40th Anniversary:  At the May 21st General Meeting there will be a 
presentation by Gene Cizek’s architecture students of projects for riverfront 
and neighborhood development. 
i) CZO:  Nothing new reported.
j) Noise:  Continued.
k) Hospitality Zone:  There was a general discussion about the hospitality zone 
which has occupied a great deal of the board’s time. The bill is very vague and 
lacks specifics about many issues. The neighborhood was not given any ad-
vance notice of the original proposal and no one has the most recent version. 
The bill is currently in committee. Neighbors are encouraged to send messages 
to the legislators involved:  Ed Murray, J.P. Morrell, and Helena Moreno.
OLD BUSINESS
PROJECTS:
a) Master Plan:  Nothing New.
b) Noise:  Nothing New.
c) Parking. Residents have approached Ken Caron to be included in the 
Triangle parking district. The Parking Committee will meet next week and 
these individuals are encouraged to participate on the Committee where ef-
forts can be coordinated.
d) Historic Markers:  Nothing New.
e) CANO:  Nothing New.
f) Colton School:  Parking will become an issue. Alex Vialou has contacted the 
RSD concerning parking plans. He is awaiting their return call. It appears that 
there will be no playground outside the school. Students will be using the St. 
Roch playground area. 
g) Mimi’s:  No report.
h) Riverfront Park:  Ken Caron is the neighborhood’s representative liaison 
with the City on the development and operation of the Riverfront Park. The 
French Market Corporation will be the new manager of the Park. The neigh-
borhood will have solely an advisory role. We will not have any direct decision 
making power. Ken emphasized that t is important to pin down details. The 
City is on a short time line and things are moving quickly. He urged neighbors 
to keep vigilant.
ORCHIDS & ONIONS:
Orchids:  Orchids to Bill Hyland for contributing the excellent article in last 
month’s newsletter on the history of the Faubourg and Bernard de Marigny.
Onions:  Onions to the Department of Public Works for the lack of mainte-
nance to storm drains around Washington Park.
MOTIONS:  
1) Motion to approve last month’s minutes.
Moved:  Gene Cizek, Seconded:  Chris Costello, Vote:  Approved 8-0
2) Motion to form a Committee to clarify zoning issues for presentation to gen-
eral memberships: Moved:  Donna Wakeman, Seconded:  Gretchen Bomboy 
: Vote:  Approved 8-0 
Meeting Adjourned Time:  9:45 p.m.

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
May 3, 2012 — continued
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Meeting Called to Order 7:15 P.M. by president Alex Vialou.

WELCOME / INTRODUCTION
President Alex Vialou welcomed all to the May 21st General Meeting of the 
FMIA and reviewed the evening’s agenda. 
New Faces / New Members:

1) Susan and Frank Drongowski
2) Allen Hero – 2119 Decatur
3) Steve Bailey – new FMIA member (not Faubourg resident)

Alex gave a brief summary of Sunday’s annual spring Home Tour. He thanked 
all the volunteers for their efforts as well as the homeowners who made the 
event possible. FMIA secretary Gretchen Bomboy reported that, after expens-
es, the Tour netted revenues of over $3,300.00. There was discussion about 
the date of the tour which was on the same day as the Faubourg Tremé home 
tour, the Cabildo garden tour, and the Bayou Boogaloo. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / SPEAKERS
Announcements:
Ellie Tinto-Portier from the No/Aids Taskforce and Kevin Duff of the Louisiana 
Public Health Institute (LPHI) announced that the New Orleans No/Aids 
Task Force is looking to expand into a larger role as a Federally Qualified 
Community Health Center (FQCHC). FQCHCs provide medical services to 
high needs communities or areas which are medically underserved. Ms. Tinto-
Portier and Mr. Duff are asking community members what they want in the 
way of health services, when , where, etc.
Ms. Tinto-Portier and Mr. Duff are looking for people with diminished access 
to health care services for their input on their health care needs. The focus of 
the project is the French Quarter, Marigny, Bywater, Tremé, 7th Ward, and 
Mid-City. 
Currently, three surveys are being offered to help determine residents’ needs:

1) A short version of the survey is available online. Cards with the website 
address were distributed to members at the meeting. Anyone have 
one???

2) A longer survey (10-15 minutes) is available online at the No/Aids Task 
Force website:  noaidstaskforce.org. Surveys are anonymous. In addition, 

there will be possibility of winning one of two i-Pad 2s by taking the 
survey. 

3) A shorter paper survey was available at the meeting. However, residents 
are encouraged to fill out the longer more in-depth form online.

Additionally, there will be a focus group for residents of the Bywater, Marigny, 
and French Quarter to discuss their needs. Those interested were encour-
aged to sign for the group which will be gathering additional information by 
interviewing participants. Attendees will be compensated for their time and 
refreshments will be served. 
The FMIA will post a link to the survey in an upcoming e-blast.
Guests:
Quality of Life officers from both the 5th and 8th Police Districts attended the 
meeting. They announced that the City’s new 311 call center service is now 
operational. The new 311 service will provide callers with a tracking number 
for their non-emergency issues. Residents voiced their concern to the officers 
about inadequate signage on several streets in the Marigny. Frequent accidents 
result from poor, non-existent, or obscured signage. The officers indicated that 
the Department of Public Works should be contacted for signage issues. It was 
suggested that a representative from the Department be invited to a General 
Meeting.

UPDATES / COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committees:
Parking Committee:   Donna Wakeman announced that this new committee 
had its first meeting. The committee discussed the Marigny Triangle parking 
district and those residents who were not included in the either the original 
parking district or Ken Caron’s most recent initiative. Some of the problems 
encountered were:  1) some residents wanting a parking permit have vehicles 
that are not registered in New Orleans (a requirement), or 2) residents’ driver’s 
licenses showed a different address. Obviously, this is a problem for those who 
would like to have a residential permit. Extending the district into the Marigny 
Rectangle will be a top priority of the committee. It is a lengthy administrative 
process that starts with defining the boundaries of the district and ultimately 
will require the approval of the City Council. 

FMIA General Meeting Minutes
May 21, 2012

Continued on page 15
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Donna also touched on the parking requirements for the large projects at 511 
Marigny and proposed project at Elysian Fields and Decatur. Both projects are 
seeking fewer than the minimum parking spaces required under current zon-
ing. Consideration was given to the possibility of surveying other local parking 
lots to see what percentage of the lots are actually being used.
Newsletter/Communications Committee:  Donna announced that an upgrade 
to the current faubourgmarigny.org website was being considered. The com-
mittee wanted to bring it to the general membership but there was insufficient 
time to discuss the details at the evening’s meeting. There will be an e-blast 
to explain potential changes to the website and to solicit input from members 
on the issue.

MEMBER DISCUSSION / TOPICS
GENE CIZEK: Riverfront Development – Proposals from students of the Tulane 
School of Architecture. Gene Cizek introduced a half dozen of his students 
from the Tulane University School of Architecture who were the presenters at 
the evening’s feature presentation:  Riverfront/Marigny/Bywater development 
projects designed by the students. 
The theme was new construction ideas in an old neighborhood. This year’s 
focus was the Riverfront. The Riverfront poses a lot of challenges and opportu-
nities for development. There are many vacant spaces for and most lie within 
areas that have zoning restrictions. The Students presented their designs for 
nine (9) different Riverfront/Marigny/Bywater projects:  
The 9 different Riverfront/Marigny/Bywater projects were:

1. Project for current parking lot at Esplanade and Elysian Fields (note:  
already an rfp outstanding for lot)

2. Project for parking lot at Elysian Fields and Decatur (rfp already 
outstanding for lot)

3. Project for vacant lot beside Standard Coffee:  S. Peters and Mandeville.
4. Riverfront Development (not presented)
5. Proposed development on Press St. – currently owned by NOCCA
6. Mississippi River Museum – on the river batture

7. Development of Bywater vacant lot at Chartres at Mazant (currently a 
Section 8 housing project)

8. Redevelopment of Bywater Naval Station (1,500,000 square feet)
9. Project for the old Bywater fire station and stable (Poland and St. Claude 

Avenues)
Gene and his students took the residents through a powerpoint presentation 
of the various riverfront projects. Foamboard hard copies were also available 
for viewing afterwards. It is important to note that the students stayed within 
the guidelines of the HDLC and zoning regulations in drafting their plans. The 
students used architecture and landscaping to shape the many open spaces. 
They also used corridors and made their projects pedestrian friendly. 
As Gene described it, the designs were:  “Modern style that works within the 
world in which we live.”
Gene is hoping that the presentation can be put on display at the New Orleans 
Healing Center where it can be viewed by those who didn’t get a chance to 
see it this evening.
Gene and the students were thanked for sharing their hard work with the 
FMIA.
KEN CARON: Riverfront Park: Ken Caron, who is our neighborhood liaison for 
the Riverfront Park, made a brief announcement. Ken represents the Faubourg 
Marigny on the advisory group for the Park. Ken made it clear that as an 
advisory position we can only make recommendations:  we have no decision-
making power. The French Market Corporation will be the operator and in 
charge of maintenance and security. Currently there is a budget of $1million. 
There have been two meetings so far and discussions have focused on raising 
additional funds. There has been discussion about using the parking lot fees 
from the Elysian Fields parking lots to fund the park (500-700 spaces). 
Ken reminded members that the Mandeville “performance shed” will hold 
2000 people under the roof and will accommodate another 1000 on the 
lawn. This venue could be used for corporate events and has the potential 
for creating huge parking problems as well as uncontrolled noise and relat-
ed disturbances. This park is much different from Waledenberg Park as it is 
literally in Marigny residents’ front yards. Unfortunately, the French Market 
Corporation, which is newly appointed as the manager, has few answers. 
Ken reminded us to stay vigilant as the park develops. He will keep FMIA 
members current as issues arise and e-blasts will be used to keep us posted 
on events/updates.
Hospitality Zone – It appears the bill has been withdrawn. The FMIA will keep 
members updated through e-blasts.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:52.

Do you want your newsletter sent to you via ____ Email   OR   _____Regular Mail?

Ideas, Comments, Concerns, Suggestions:

FMIA General Meeting Minutes
May 21, 2012 — continued



General Meeting — Monday, 6/18/12

Meet the Neighbors Night — Tuesday, 6/12/12

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Lowest antique prices in 
New Orleans!

421 Frenchmen St. New Orleans, LA 70116

504.952.5651

info@thejunqueshop.com

a n t i q u e s

www.thejunqueshop.com

OPEN 11am-7pm EVERY DAY
Ask about our other locations

furniture jewelry lighting
ar t decor rugs

Fine Affordables

Bruce Blew, Owner
504.453.2199 (cell)


