FAU

Y
GN

Volume 40, No. 2

RG MAR
U
I
BO

I MPROVEMENT

March 2012

ASSOCIATION
www.FaubourgMarigny.org

Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

In the Beginning – The Founding of New Orleans
By Donna Wakeman
New Orleans has a long and fascinating history, starting
with its founding in 1718 by Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne, Sieur
de Bienville. Bienville had accompanied his older brother,
Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville in 1698 on an expedition to
locate the mouth of the Mississippi River. Charged with
building a fort to block other nations’ access to the river,
they originally chose the shores of the Gulf of Mexico. Forts
at Biloxi and Mobile proved unproductive, and a site safe
from tidal surges
and hurricanes was
sought.
In 1717, Bienville,
now the governor
of the Louisiana
colony, wrote to
the Directors of
the Company of
the Indies that he
had discovered a
crescent bend in
the river which
would meet
their needs, and
proposed to build
the new capital of
the colony there.
By 1719, enough
huts and storage
houses had been
built that Bienville
began moving
supplies and troops
from Mobile. In 1720, Bienville ordered engineer Adrien
de Pauger to draw up plans for the new city. The resulting
eleven-by-seven block rectangle is what we know today
as the Vieux Carre. Bienville’s home was on the site of
present day Custom House, and he named the new city “La
Nouvelle-Orleans” in honor of Philippe II, Duc d’Orleans,
the Prince Regent of France. New Orleans officially became
the capital of French Louisiana in 1723.
The colony was ceded to Spain in the Treaty of Paris
in 1763, ending the French and Indian War, but the
population continued to be predominately French in

origin and spirit. New Orleans remained under Spanish
control until 1801. It played an important role as a port
smuggling aid to the rebels during the Revolutionary War,
sending military equipment and supplies up the Mississippi.
Bernardo de Galvez y Madrid, then Governor of the colony,
launched a successful southern campaign from the city
against the British in 1779.
The city grew slowly, impeded by floods, hurricanes, fires
and disease. Outside
the city ramparts,
the land was divided
by grants, and
various plantations
and commercial
enterprises were
started. These
commercial
enterprises included
a rice mill, a lumber
mill and downriver,
‘la brasserie’
(a brewery). A
substantial portion of
the land was acquired
by Pierre Enguerrand
Philippe de Marigny
de Mandeville,
whose grandfather
had helped Bienville
found the colony.
A de Marigny
accompanied the
LeMoyne brothers on their 1698 expedition, and a de
Marigny commanded the fort at Mobile and later in New
Orleans.
The de Marignys were also one of the wealthiest families
in the New World. Their plantation house stood near
the convergence of what is now Esplanade and Elysian
Fields Avenues and was described as being nearly twice
the size of other plantation homes. Legend has it that
Pierre poured 1,000 silver dollars into the melting pot
Continued on page 4
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NO MORE BLIGHT

ADVERTISING
Commercial Advertising

By Alexandre Vialou

Rates Monthly

Renovations are in full bloom! Look at pictures of the
ongoing renovations at 900 Marigny. The new owners
are doing a wonderful job at keeping the integrity of the
house and proceeding with a well-executed step-by-step
renovation. After a disastrous attempt to renovate that
almost destroyed the property, neighbors are thrilled to see
the house on the verge of full rehabilitation. If you have old
pictures of the neighborhood and of renovations of blighted
building please consider sharing them with us.

Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$110

$53

$40

$23

NonMember

$113

$58

$43

$28

Full Year Rates (per month)
Full
Page

1/2
Page

1/4
Page

Business
Card

FMIA
Member

$90

$45

$30

$18

NonMember

$93

$48

$33

$21

Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.
All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month for
publication in the next month’s issue. For information regarding
advertising, contact the business manager at
ads@faubourgmarigny.org.

December 2010

Classifieds Now Available
The newsletter is now accepting classified ads. Personals, however,
are not being accepted. Contact ads@faubourgmarigny.org.
Classified Rates: $5.00 per each 25 words.

About the Newsletter
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg Marigny
Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit, all-volunteer
organization committed to the preservation of the unique
architectural and cultural heritage of our historic district, and to
improving the quality of life in our diverse community. Contents,
editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the
official views of the FMIA, its Board or its members. The FMIA
does not warrant the legality of any business advertised in its
newsletter. Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor and/or
byline columnist.

November 2011

Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with topics of
interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor
reserves the right to reject submissions including editorial and
advertising content. Submissions must be received by the 7th of the
month for inclusion in the next month’s issue. Send contributions
to: FMIA Newsletter, 2401 Burgundy St., Box 10, NOLA 70117 or
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.
The newsletter is published each month except August and January.
Back issues are available online at www.faubourgmarigny.org.

March 2012
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President’s Report
do not want this building to keep deteriorating and pose a
safety hazard and invitation for squatters.
As the FMIA celebrates 40 years of work, it is a good time
for us to look back at all the accomplishments that have
been made and to reflect on how our mission can be
successfully carried out over the coming decades. We all
know that we live in a very special place. As we step out of
our homes or talk to friends living in other neighborhoods,
we are always reminded by the tremendous creativity
of those that live, work and play here: arts and cultural
workers, artisans, designers, producers, architects and many
more.
For a long time now, our neighborhood has been the city’s
hotbed for what many call the creative economy and work
in art and entertainment venues, within homes or in artisan
shops. As we recognized the incredible contributions of
this creative class to the social fabric of our neighborhood,
I believe we can lay the ground for a long-term vision
through a mutually beneficial dialogue. This dialogue can
and will re-affirm FMIA’s original mission in the times we
are living in: the respect of the quality of life of all residents,
and the nurturing of this ever-burgeoning creativity, made in
the Faubourg Marigny.

By Alexandre Vialou
Bonjour!
Decisions made by the FMIA board are guided by one
simple statement: “to preserve the architectural and social
fabric of the neighborhood.” While the goal of preserving
the architectural heritage around us seems a well-defined
task, our board is asked constantly to review projects
that are at conflict with this goal. For 40 years now, the
successive FMIA boards have been firmly committed to the
renovation of our stock of residential homes and for the
adaptive reuse of the many commercial and warehouses
buildings.
Our position has again been tested in two recent cases: the
CVS proposal on St. Claude, which called for the razing of
a half block and the construction of a mall-like pharmacy
(it reappeared at the HDLC in January 2012) and the 501
Elysian Fields 75-foot condominium complex proposal.
The FMIA first welcomed the interest of both developers to
bring life back to lots that are currently blighted. However,
both proposals presented at this current stage were both
out-of-scale and in contradiction with our values. The
efforts that we ask from these developers to be creative and
respectful of existing zoning laws are a requirement in order
to respect all of those that have invested so much in our
neighborhood, either born here or transplants.
Another recent case involves the ongoing developments at
the Holy Trinity Church. The FMIA position is based on the
guiding principle of preserving the social character of the
neighborhood. Why would we forbid a structure that used
to be a community church to host live acoustic music? At
the same time, the FMIA is very cognizant of the concerns
raised by neighbors such as noise, trash, parking, and safety.
Within the context of a Community Benefits Agreement, all
of these issues could be addressed, which would allow for a
continuous dialogue between the new managers of the Holy
Trinity Church (under the name Marigny Opera House) and
residents. As it stands now, however, there is another major
hurdle, as current zoning laws for our neighborhood prevent
(de facto) any other use besides a church for this particular
building. Again it is important for us to think creatively if we

That’s good food!

9 am-9 pm daily • Everyone Welcome
SPRING EQUITY DRIVE
February 29 – March 31
• co-own the co-op
• share in the profits
• elect board members • take part in the mission
• ensure OUR success

Become a new Owner-Member (or) Add Equity onto your
share and you’ll be entered to win a $100 gift card to
the co-op and other great prizes.

Donna D. Wakeman
Income Tax Preparation

Located in the
2815 N. Rampart Street
New Orleans LA 70117

(504) 371-5270
dwakeman1@cox.net

2372 St. Claude Avenue
Suite 110

Learn more at: www.nolafood.coop or call: 504-264-5579.
NOFC is a member of the Bywater and Marigny Associations
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The Founding of New Orleans continued from page 1

Homer A. Plessy Community
School Announcement

from which his plantation bell was cast to give it a sweeter
tone. The bell today is in the Cabildo, property of the
Louisiana State Museum. In 1798, Louis Phillippe, Duc
d’Orleans (later King Louis Phillippe) and his brothers the
Duc de Montpesier and the Compte de Beaujolais, were
lavishly entertained at the plantation during their visit to
New Orleans. Another famous visitor was the Marquis de
Lafayette in 1825.
In 1801, the colony was returned to France but did not
remain French for very long. Entangled in various military
actions, including the revolution in the colony of St.
Domingue (Haiti) and needing money, Napoleon sold the
territory to the United States in the Louisiana Purchase in
1803. The purchase brought large influxes of Americans,
Irish, Germans and other immigrants. The city now grew
rapidly. The success of the slave rebellion in St. Domingue
brought a large number of refugees, both white and free
people of color, often bringing African slaves with them.
The St. Domingue migration brought 2,731 whites; 3,102
free persons of African descent; and 3,226 enslaved persons
of African descent, doubling the city’s French-speaking
population and helping to prolong the Creole balance of
power. The city also became 63 percent black in population
as a result of this in-migration, a greater proportion than
any other American city. The influences of these events and
peoples continue to shape New Orleans to this day.
Next: Founding Father - Bernard Xavier Philippe de
Marigny de Mandevile

The steering-committee of the Homer A. Plessy Community
School is pleased to announce that they were granted
approval by the Orleans Parish School
Board to open a school in the 20132014 school year. To show gratitude for
the support of friends and neighbors
from the Faubourg Marigny, the
steering-committee of the Homer
A. Plessy Community School will
announce soon the date and location of
a celebration. Details will follow soon.
Please check www.plessyschool.org.

It’s a Blast!
An email blast that is. FMIA sends out an email blast every
Friday with important news about what’s happening in the
Faubourg Marigny and surrounding area — news that you
need to know! To sign up for this service email
news@foubourgmarigny.org to be put on the list.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You may need to change your email
settings to allow news@faubourgmarignny as an approved
sender or add it to your contact list.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Orchids & Onions

March 2012

ORCHIDS

Board Meeting
March 7, 7 pm, Who Dat Café, 2401 Burgundy Street
Meet the Neighbors
March 13, 6:30 – 8:30 pm,
Siberia, 2227 St. Claude Avenue
General Meeting
March 19, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

to the Homer Plessy Group for their efforts with
the City for approval of a local charter school.
to the Red Dress Run for their generous gift to the
neighborhood.
to all of those who have renovated their Faubourg
Marigny properties.

April 2012

Onions

Board Meeting
April 4, 7 pm, Who Dat Café, 2401 Burgundy Street
Meet the Neighbors
April 10, 6:30 – 8:30 pm,
Venue TBD
General Meeting
April 16, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street

to those property owners who allow their
properties to suffer from demolition by neglect.

NONPAC MEETINGS

Supporting your neighborhood is a great way to help
make the Marigny a great place to live, work and play.

5th District — 2nd Wednesday,
6 pm, 4015 Burgundy St.
8th District — 2nd Thursday
5:30 pm, 1001 Toulouse Street
GREEN MARKETS
French Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm
Sankofa Market
Saturdays, 10 am - 2 pm
Holy Angels Complex, 3500 St. Claude Avenue
(at the corner of Gallier Street and St Claude Avenue)
FREE FUN
St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday: see www.scadnola.com
Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm, Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street
Nickel-A-Dance
Sunday Afternoons in March at Maison,
508 Frenchmen, 4-7 pm
March 4: Gerald French & the Original Tuxedo Jazz Band
March 11: Herlin Riley’s Hot Foot Floozies
March 18: Tom Saunders’ Tom Cats
March 25: Lionel Ferbos and the Palm Court Jazz Band
April1: Benny Grunch & the Bunch
For more information, call 947-6155 or visit
maisonfrenchmen.com/
If you have an event for the calendar please send it to
Donna Wakeman at editor@faubourgmarigny.org
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St Claude Avenue Streetcar

Do Good — Volunteer!

Transportation advocate Transport for NOLA is leading a
petition to support the immediate funding of the St. Claude
streetcar to Poland Avenue. The petition is an urgent call
to demonstrate public support for the project. If 1,000
signatures are collected by March 14th, the petition will
be included in the Regional Transit Authority’s official
application for funding from the federal Department of
Transportation.
New Orleans is competing with hundreds of other
applications for the limited pool of federal funds.
Community support will be a critical competitive advantage
for New Orleans, if we can make it evident to the decisionmakers in Washington. Make your support tangible by
signing the petition and sharing it.
Petition: http://www.change.org/petitions/sign-the-petitionfor-a-streetcar-down-st-claude

Volunteers are needed for the Prime Time Family
Reading Program at Holy Angels (3500 St. Claude) on six
Thursdays, 6:00-7:30 pm, March 8 - April 12. Prime Time,
an award-winning program sponsored by the Louisiana
Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library
Association, provides professional storytellers/readers and
discussion leaders for lively group sessions with kids ages
6-10 and their families. Volunteers are needed to do room
arrangement and set-up, sign in participants, serve dinner,
clean-up, and manage the audience during the spirited
discussions! If interested, call Heidi at 504-899-0820.

NONPAC Meetings
5th District Report No Report
8th District Report
With the 8th District assuming responsibility for the majority
of the Marigny, it is more urgent than ever that someone
volunteer to attend and report on its NONPAC meetings.
Anyone interested please contact editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Faubourg Marigny Neighbors:
I’m writing in response to the resident’s letter to the Editor
in the last edition of the Faubourg Marigny newsletter. We
appreciate this forum and the opportunity to communicate
our concern regarding drivers turning the wrong way onto
N. Rampart from Spain. We feel we’ve been proactive
about our impact on our neighborhood; as soon as we were
made aware of the issue of drivers turning the wrong way, it
was dealt with efficiently.
Our Healing Center landlord, Mark Huber, very quickly
got a “No Right Turn” sign at the intersection in question,
posted signs inside the Healing Center and via the Healing
Center’s e-letter and facebook page. We applaud the
Healing Center’s swift action on behalf of our community.
We also communicated to our owner/shoppers on this issue
and feel these efforts made a positive impact.
Regarding future complaints on this topic, please address
them to the authorities charged with handling them: Mark
Huber is the Healing Center’s building manager and the
City of New Orleans 8th Ward District’s Quality of Life
Officer, Officer Mecina. That said, contact me anytime
on issues relating to the New Orleans Food Co-op and
please feel free to visit the store to fill out a comment card
or speak with our Team (respectfully) directly. We love
feedback, dialog and the Faubourg Marigny!
Yours in Cooperation,
Lori Burge,
General Manager New Orleans Food Cooperative

leb
Ce

rating 20 Year
s

www.GKProductions.com

Katherine Kuroczko — 610-212-5110
katherine@gkproductions.com
John Gutekunst — 484-888-3745
john@gkproductions.com

Graphic Design
Corporate Branding
Newsletters
Brochures
Stationery
Manuals / Directories
PowerPoint
Advertisements
Logo Design
Postcards
Flyers
Invitations
CD / DVD Labels
Illustrations
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Web

Site Design and Launch
Updates and Maintenance
Content Management
E-Mail Blasts

Administration
QuickBooks
Organization / Management:
Database
Email
Contacts
Computer Files

General Office Administration
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BOARD MEMBERS

Marigny Green

Alexandre Vialou, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org
Donna Wakeman, Co-Vice President: DonnaW@faubourgmarigny.org

By Deborah Oppenheim

Miles Swanson, Co-Vice President: MilesS@faubourgmarigny.org

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing
that ever has.”
Margaret Mead, American Cultural Anthropologist
A show of hands at FMIA’s General Meeting
on February 27, 2012 indicated that 95% of
the members and attendees are recycling!
Thank you for helping create a sustainable
Faubourg Marigny.
If you have not signed up for the City of
New Orleans Recycling Program, March is
the perfect month to go GREEN. In order to register for a
curbside recycling, register online at http://recycle.nola.gov/
and/or contact Deborah at green@faubourgmarigny.org

Chris Costello, Treasurer: treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org
Gretchen Bomboy, Corresponding Secretary:
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Marshall Greis, Recording Secretary: MarshallG@faubourgmarigny.org
Gene Cizek, Past President: GeneC@faubourgmarigny.org
Jim Farr: JimF@faubourgmarigny.org
Jason Patterson: JasonP@faubourgmarigny.org

COMMITTEES
Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Caroling
Community Outreach
Crime Prevention
Development
Frenchmen

Fundraising
Special Projects
Education
Volunteer
Home Tour
Walking Tour
Hospitality
Washington Square Park
Membership
Web Site
Neighborhood
For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Call for Tutors
This March fourth graders who are on scholarship at St.
Paul Lutheran School will be taking LEAP Test #1. To ensure
that they are prepared as possible, one of the teachers at
St. Paul, Amy Kowalczyk, has launched a no cost tutoring
program.
Students will review test taking skills, reading skills, math
skills, and receive general homework help. Amy’s ultimate
vision is to expand the program to other grades and involve
the church and community members in the development of
the children.
Tutoring will be from 3:30- 4:15 pm Tuesdays & Thursdays.
If you know of anyone who would be interested in
contributing to the development of a child, please contact
Amy at amy09amy09@gmail.com or at 504-939-4413.
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At Home in the Marigny
By Arin Atkins
When Kim and Janet Jovanovich evacuated to Birmingham
for Hurricane Katrina, they had no idea they would return
to renovate and become the residents of the home on
Dauphine Street that had been in Kim’s family for almost a
hundred years.
Earlier that year Kim’s aunt, Ruth Jovanovich, the previous
resident, died at the age of ninety-five. She had lived in the
house her entire life. Having never married, she became
the adult child who took care of her parents, Nicholas
and Laura. The couple moved into the home in 1916 and
started their family. They had six children, with Luke, their
eldest son being Kim’s father.

Kim grew up regularly visiting his Aunt Ruth in the home. As
she had no children of her own, she was closely associated
with her parents, brothers, sisters and their children. As she
grew older, Kim and his sons helped to care for the home
and grounds. Kim and Janet also cared for Ruth and made
sure her needs were met.
The house was built in the 1860’s after a fire destroyed the
former property which dated back to around the 1830’s. It
was not until after Aunt Ruth’s death that Kim learned the
property was only one of six historical architecture building
records listed for the Faubourg Marigny in the Library of
Congress.

Exterior — before and after.

Kitchen — before and after.

Nicholas’ family was Yugoslavian. His father, Luka,
came to New Orleans on a schooner around 1855 from
Montenegro. The Jovanovich family was central to the
Yugoslavian culture in New Orleans. Luka was a baker
by trade. However, he also had a saloon on Decatur and
Peters and this is the location where the New Orleans
chapter of the United Slavonian Benevolent Society was
founded, which is still active today. Nicholas became the
first treasurer of French Market Homestead and the financial
secretary of the society.

After Ruth died in January of 2005 the family planned on
selling the home, but was in no rush to do so. The family
recognized the beauty in this “diamond-in-the-rough,”
but no one was in need of it. The home had not been
renovated much, during Ruth’s ninety-five years there.
Only after Hurricane Betsy lifted the roof in one area of
the home, in 1965, was minor renovation prompted. There
Continued on page 9
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Non-Residential
Land Use Survey

At Home in the Marigny continued from page 8

was no central air and heat and the kitchen was the same
as it had been at the time Ruth’s parents purchased it. The
exterior wood was the original unfinished cypress. And then
came Katrina.
Several weeks prior to the storm Kim and Janet began
considering the sale of the home. Though not yet formally
on the market, they had received two written offers to
purchase right before Katrina. Kim and Janet evacuated to
Birmingham where their son, his wife and her family lived
nearby in Cullman. There they spent several weeks during
the aftermath of the storm.
Kim and Janet’s Kenilworth home was greatly damaged
and after their return to New Orleans, they needed a place
to store what belongings they could salvage. Aunt Ruth’s
Dauphine property came through Katrina well, and offered
the perfect storage location. Around January of 2006, Kim
and Janet began staying in the property and then realized
that the labor-of-love had fallen to them.
The Jovanovich’s undertook a massive remodel of the
home and have turned it into one of the jewels of the
neighborhood. Inside they took up aged carpet and
linoleum to reveal beautiful original hardwood floors. In
the bathroom the bead-board was preserved along with the
claw-foot tub which was in pristine condition. They added
a modern shower with the result being an historic, but
updated main bathroom.
The same concept was employed in the kitchen, where
they preserved the antique sink and style, but converted the
back porch to allow for the modern conveniences. Creative
use of space was used in reducing the size of the hall to
allow for a half-bath. The original transoms remain in place
and natural light fills the home through the large windows.
Little did Kim know that one day the home he so often
visited would be his own. He says that it has become even
more special in that this is the only common place of family
memories that survived Katrina. Kim and Janet lost their
home. Kim’s mother lost her home. Janet’s mother lost her
home. Aunt Ruth’s home remained. And the familiarity that
has always been there for the Jovanovich’s also remains, but
now with a pretty new face for the next century.

By Alexandre Vialou
I conducted a survey of non-residential land use in the
Faubourg Marigny. The map, posted on our website at
www.faubourgmarigny.org, shows the location of:
• all places selling alcohol
• all unused non residential lots
• all non residential lots that do not serve alcohol
• all vacant lots (including official parking lots)
I hope this could be of use whenever there are some land
use issues. If such a survey is done regularly, it will also
allow us to track number of businesses, demolished lots,
bars, etc.
My first impression upon finishing the survey was:
1. there are a lot of empty lots scattered in the
neighborhood
2. there is a good number of small and large businesses
scattered in the neighborhood
3. there is a significant number of unused non residential
buildings (especially in the Elysian Fields and St. Claude
corridor)
This again suggests that our neighborhood represents a
tremendous growth potential for developers (new building,
renovations of unused commercial buildings). Maybe
transportation and accessibility issues could to some extent
be mitigated if some of these vacant lots could be used
more efficiently as parking lots.

Paper,
Get Your Paper Here!
Or not. Are you interested in saving trees? Don’t like
filling your recycle bin with this monthly missive? Just
plain paper-phobic? The FMIA can help.
Members now have the opportunity to have the
newsletter delivered to their Inbox or their Mailbox. A
win-win for everyone! So keep an eye on your Email
Inbox as the FMIA newsletter enters the digital age.
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Happ’ns in the ‘Hood

Meet the Neighbors
By Jill McGaughey

St. Roch Market
Some forward motion can be seen at the St. Roch Market.
A lead abatement project is underway and scheduled to be
completed by the end of March. Following this project the
City will put out to bid the construction and rehabilitation
of the market.

Our heartfelt thanks to Melange Speakeasy Bar on
Chartres Street for hosting our February Meet the
Neighbors gathering. They really rose to the occasion with
complimentary appetizers. It was a lovely evening with no
sign of cupidity from those in attendance. Did we mention
it was Valentines Day?
Our next Meet the Neighbors will be at Siberia,
2227 St. Claude Avenue on Tuesday, March 13.
Check them out on facebook at Siberia NOLA.

501 Elysian Fields
Sean Cummings presented his proposed 7-story apartment
building at the General Meeting on February 21st. The
majority of members expressed their opposition to the
height of the building. See the President’s report for more.

St. Claude Corridor Cultural District
The Council passed Resolution R-12-37, co-authored by
Councilmembers Gisleson Palmer, Hedge-Morrell and
Clarkson which amends and expands the boundaries of
the St. Claude Corridor Cultural District. In June of 2008,
the Council endorsed the creation of the district, which
was authorized by the Louisiana Department of Culture,
Recreation and Tourism, Office of Cultural Development.
The new St. Claude Corridor Cultural District boundaries
are the northern side of N. Claiborne Ave., the western side
of the Industrial Canal, the Mississippi Riverfront and the
eastern side of Elysian Fields.

N. Rampart St./ St. Claude Ave. Streetcar
No substantial forward
motion has occurred on
the downriver streetcar,
as the City, Sewer and
Water Board and the RTA
have still not decided
on whether the line will
run in the street or in the
neutral ground. At issue
is the drainage canal
which runs underneath N. Rampart St. In the meantime,
the RTA is resubmitting its proposal to extend the streetcar
from Elysian Fields to Poland Ave. for a TIGER IV grant. See
more on page 6.

Marigny Opera House
The Marigny Opera House’s request for an occupancy
permit as a church has been denied by the City, and it
is temporarily halting performances while it pursues an
appeal. The Board has received many letters on this issue,
slightly more in favor than against. See more on page 11.
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Marigny Opera House Update
By Peter Horjus
The Marigny Opera House, located in the old Holy Trinity
Church at 729 St. Ferdinand, is under new ownership and
currently seeking to once again become an active part of
the community. The property had lain somewhat fallow for
several years, but is now undergoing repairs and looking to
find its niche in the Marigny and in
the city. While the renovation and
redevelopment of this property is a
positive move for the neighborhood,
the use of the space has caused
some concern for the nearby
residents.
Mr. Dave Hurlbert, one of the owner
partners, bought the property in July
of last year. They began a private
non-profit group “The Marigny
Opera House” with the goal of
restoring the church and returning
it to service of the community. They
began hosting 12-step recovery
groups, and some community
workshops in the space, and
undertook major renovations, which
are still on-going. In November
2011, the Marigny Opera House
served as one of the venues for
the Fringe Festival, with several
performances, which according to
Dave went extremely well. This led
the owners to their current vision
of how they would like to use the
space, as a performance arts venue
for acoustic-only shows, theatre, and
other community events.
In December 2011, the Marigny
Opera House had a few informal
donation-only performances in the space with the goal
of testing this idea out, viewing these as hosted in their
residential building. This was met with great enthusiasm by
both attendees and musicians, which is evident from the
testimonies shared by Dave as well as discussions by the
author with those that attended and played. Although there
was alcohol served at some of the performances by the
vendor hired to provide beverages at the shows, this was
not part of the overall vision for these events.
The Marigny Opera House is currently seeking out
the proper permitting to continue activities, but in the
mean time they have ceased performances (beyond the
community meetings and possibly a few future private
events).
The challenge facing Marigny Opera House currently is the
zoning status and permitting process. The property is zoned
HMR-3 (residential). In this zoning, there is no permitted

use as a performance space or bar. The New Orleans
Zoning Ordinance gives HMR-3 the same permitted uses
as HMR-1, which lists all permitted uses in VCR-1 (French
Quarter Residential) as applying. The VCR-1 lists “churches,
synagogues and temples” as permitted uses. These
permitted uses are similar under
the draft Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance (CZO), which uses the
term ‘place of worship.’ In other
words, the Marigny Opera House
can pursue opening as church
without requesting conditional use
or zoning changes.
The Marigny Opera House
location is also governed by the
Residential Diversity Overlay
District (RDO) which allows for
certain non-residential uses of
buildings that are non-residential
in nature, including church
buildings. The uses permitted do
not include music venues or other
public assembly locations. The
RDO also states that any nonresidential activities must happen
between 7 am and 10 pm, and
that no live entertainment or
alcoholic beverage permits are
allowed with any use authorized
within the RDO district.
Additionally, the RDO also states
that any non-residential uses
cannot exceed 2,000 square feet
in floor area, which is not subject
to waiver. The draft CZO presents
similar guidelines, except with a
conditional use allowed for uses between 2,000 and 5,000
square feet, with no variance allowed. The church is well
over this size.
Dave took these issues to the FMIA board a few months ago
to get advice on how to navigate the zoning, permitting,
and how to best work with the neighbors. A request for
spot-zoning as a bar, club, or other such business was
clearly out of the question. One possibility discussed was
attempting to change the RDO to allow for non-residential
buildings of this size and potential use. Dave indicated that
one board member at this meeting commented that if they
were a church, then the issue of zoning would not be a
question.
Although becoming an official place of worship may be
a somewhat circuitous route to their goal, Dave cited the
Continued on page 12
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A certain level of distrust in the Marigny Opera House is
evident, as the plans are perceived as having evolved over
time, but with one underlying goal viewed as remaining
the same: opening a live music venue in a residential
neighborhood. The concern is that becoming a church is
the latest way to simply circumvent the laws around live
entertainment and open up a music club in a location not
zoned for this.
Dave addressed this by explaining that their vision is far
from a normal music club. First, they are planning only
acoustic shows, abiding by all sound ordinance rules and
with particular concern and clear communication with
the neighbors to address any noise issues quickly should
they arise. Second, they are not seeking nor planning to
seek any liquor license; there are no plans for liquor to be
served at future public events, legally or otherwise. Third,
Dave explained that they are not seeking tax-exempt status
as a church (their non-profit status gives them this to some
extent already), nor are they seeking to create a lucrative
business in the building. The neighbors point out, however,
that it is also far from being a ‘normal’ church.
Another large concern held by the immediate neighbors
is around the issue of parking. They stated that there
are already increased parking challenges in the area,
independent of the Marigny Opera House activities. Mardi
Gras Zone has added to the parking load nearby, as has the

Marigny Opera House Continued from page 11

difficulties that the zoning laws present for large buildings
such as churches, which are becoming more common in the
city. As such, they are not able to easily become businesses,
nor are they necessarily architecturally/historically
appropriate for residences, which Dave views as being the
case for the Holy Trinity/Marigny Opera House building.
Adapting to this path, the Marigny Opera House is currently
pursuing an occupancy permit as a church, with the support
of an Episcopal Bishop. However, if it is granted church
status by the city, opening a non-denominational church
that hosts live music is not this simple.
The zoning ordinance provides a waiver for “periodic
entertainment” for churches to have live entertainment, but
does not give further clarification on what periodicity this
means. Second, even if granted an occupancy permit as
a Church, there are series of other city-permitting hurdles
to cross, such as safety and permits, and possibly parking
waivers.
Discussions with a few of the immediate neighbors with
concerns (this is NOT a poll representative of all the
neighbors) highlighted several possible issues, despite the
Marigny Opera House’s general large support in terms of
neighborhood improvement and bolstering of New Orleans
culture and music.

Continued on page 13
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Marigny Opera House Continued from page 12

The FMIA board will be meeting with the Marigny Opera
House representatives in March to discuss these concerns
and issues and to seek a way forward. Dave also indicated
that he is planning to work with the FMIA to foster a forum
with the immediate neighbors to address concerns and to
provide updated plans and clear answers to their questions.
Additionally, he expressed interest in developing a good
neighbor agreement with the support of the FMIA, should
that be appropriate and desired.
These plans, explanations, and open willingness to work
with the neighborhood aside, the fact remains that vision of
the Marigny Opera House as a non-denominational church
and venue to use local acoustic musician performances as
part of their activities is unlike any church that exists or has
existed in the city. As such, the current zoning language that
has been applied to more traditional churches in the past
will need to be interpreted fairly and appropriately by the
Marigny Opera House, the FMIA, the neighborhood, and
the city.
All information in this article reflects the information
gathered independently by the author, and does not
represent the official standings of the Marigny Opera House,
the neighborhood residents, or the FMIA. Any errors in this
article are the author’s alone.

new short-term rental house on the corner of Dauphine and
St. Ferdinand. Although this parking demand may still be
supported by the available on-street parking, the residents
reported being negatively impacted in their parking during
the Fringe Festival shows, although they accepted this as
temporary without strong complaint. Of more concern
is that even the performance that took place in the past
months at the Marigny Opera House, with their modest
attendance, caused the parking load to become too great
according to the immediate neighbors.
The Marigny Opera House is working on the parking
issue. Dave believes that the maximum occupancy will be
150 people, and expects that events will rarely reach this
number. To offset some of the potential street-parking load,
Dave reports that Lazarus House has offered the use of
its parking lot of 10 spaces for events, with the possibility
of 20 or 30 more on the Lazarus House parking lot on
Royal. However, the neighbors are doubtful that people
who drive into events will avail themselves of these spaces
if there remain street parking spots, and so this would not
resolve the problem. Additionally, they logic, they have no
guarantee a large attendance will not happen which could
completely overflow the off-street parking at Lazarus and
occupy on-street parking spots for blocks around.
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
February 1, 2012
variances from the City. The plan went before the Architectural Review
Committee in December and was approved on a 2-1 vote. The next step
for the project will be to take the proposal to the City Planning Commission.

Location of Meeting:Café Who Dat
Members Present: Alex Vialou, Jason Patterson, Jim Farr, Gretchen Bomboy,
Gene Cizek, Miles Swanson, Marshall Gries, Donna Wakeman
Members Absent: Chris Costello
Guests: Organization:
(1) Dave Meeks: Neighbor of Holy Trinity Church
(2) Roy Guste: Neighbor of Holy Trinity Church
(3) Keith Marrero: Owners of 2501 St. Claude Avenue
Brandon Henry
(4) Sean Cummings: Developer; Wayne Troyer: Architect
Meeting called to order (time): 7:05 p.m. By: Alex Vialou
Previous Meeting Minutes:
Read? No, distributed by e-mail Approved? No

Open discussion followed the presentation. Members stated their concern
regarding the scale of the project, particularly the height, given the
Faubourg’s low horizontal profile. There was also concern that a 75 foot
height exception would lead to more requests for height increases for other
projects in the Marigny. All were reminded of the original creation of the
FMIA in direct response to the building of the Christopher Inn which was
and remains out of scale and inappropriate to Faubourg Marigny’s historic
character. The discussion came full circle with compliments for many of
the project’s use of space and novel ideas. Mr. Cummings and Troyer were
thanked for their presentation.
ADMINISTRATION
1. Approvals by e-mail: None
2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
President Alex Vialou spoke of the need to do more of the Board’s work by
e-mail. There is not sufficient time to address all the administrative issues in
the monthly board meetings. Committees could meet independently from
the board to do their administrative work. For general issues there must be
a greater effort to keep all members part of the decision making process.
3. TREASURER’S REPORT:
Treasurer Chris Costello was travelling and was not present.
4. COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) Newsletter: A draft of the latest newsletter was circulated to all board
members by e-mail for their review. Bryan Frye will be the new Ad
Manager for the newsletter. Editor Donna Wakeman is also training
an assistant editor. The FMIA website will become a subcommittee of
the Newsletter Committee. Including ad revenue, cost to publish the
newsletter this month was approximately $100.00.
b) Marigny Green: No report.
c) Blight: Alex Vialou has completed a tally of blighted property in the
Faubourg. More properties have now been renovated since hurricane
Katrina than have fallen into blighted status. Ace Hardware was recently
cited as a “demolition by neglect” property by the City.
d) Security: No report.
e) Washington Park: Information has been requested from Parks and
Parkways to see if Washington Park will be sprayed for caterpillars this
year. Historically, contributions have been solicited to help defray the
costs of the Elysian Fields trees, which are not in the park. A letter was
sent to the City regarding replacing light bulbs and general electrical
repairs that are needed. The FMIA invested a significant amount in
repairing the park’s electrical system and it is not being maintained.
Lights on the Royal Street side of the park do not work. The City needs
to be a partner in the park’s maintenance.
The issues of bike racks and art in the park are ongoing.
f) French Festival: Marshall Gries has drafted initial plans for the fall 2012
festival. The next step is to start fleshing-out the details. Marshall will
have a sign-up sheet at the next general meeting and all interested
parties and volunteers will be contacted for an organizational meeting.
Alex Vialou is to contact the French Cultural Attaché.
g) Home Tour: Date for the annual spring Home Tour is May 20, 2012 which
will be in the Marigny Triangle. At this time there is no Chairperson for
the tour. Gene Cizek volunteered to work with the Chairperson. If an
adequate number of houses in the Triangle can be arranged, Gretchen
Bomboy will consider taking the Chair position. Gene Cizek to locate
homes.
h) FMIA 40th Anniversary Committee: Discussion centered on need to
get speakers and presentations lined up for meetings and upcoming
events. Gene Cizek’s students have developed a project for Poland
Street to Esplade Avenue which may be an appropriate and informative
presentation. Bill Hyland, a resident and ancestor of Bernard de Marigny
could be asked to make a presentation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
None
COMMUNITY REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS
1. DAVE MEEKS and ROY GUSTE - Neighbors of Holy Trinity Church
Mr. Meeks, a neighbor of Holy Trinity Church, voiced his opposition to
the proposed changes that would allow the church to be operated as
the Marigny Opera House. He was present during the Fringe Festival
performances at the church and was skeptical that the venue could
be limited to acoustic performances. Mr. Meeks stated that it took
him very little effort to gather twenty signatures in opposition to the
proposed use and those signatures were limited to immediate neighbors.
Roy Guste of 2833 Dauphine Street also expressed his concern over the
proposed use of Holy Trinity. He asked for an explanation for the FMIA’s
seeming support of the project. It was explained that the owner of Holy
Trinity had come to the FMIA board meeting and presented his plan for the
building with his architect. The board then invited him to give a presentation
to the full membership at a general meeting. There was widespread support
for the project at the general meeting. All understood the concerns over
noise, trash and parking and these issues have been raised with the owner.
There was a brief discussion of the Residential Diversity Overlay (RDO),
what was allowed under the RDO and what was prohibited. Because the
owner of Holy Trinity has decided to apply for a license to operate once
again as a church, the issues of zoning variances or modifying the RDO
appear to be moot.
2.KEITH MARRERO - Owner of 2501 St. Claude Avenue
Keith Marrero of Infinity Fuels has purchased the building adjacent to the Shell
gasoline station at the corner of St. Claude and Franklin Avenues. He presented
his plan to use the current site as a larger convenience store for the gas station
with retail space on the St. Claude Avenue side. The plan would require the
demolition of the double-camelback house that currently occupies the lot.
Mr. Marrero and consultant Brandon Henry presented several
design sketches showing various styles which were attractive and
appropriate to the neighborhood. However, it was explained that
the FMIA has an obligation to preserve the neighborhood and there
is preference for keeping existing buildings wherever possible.
Adaptive re-use of existing buildings is a priority for the neighborhood.
The ensuing discussion centered on options for adaptive reuse of the
existing building rather than demolition and new construction. It was
suggested that the project would enjoy general neighborhood support if the
the project could incorporate the existing building rather than destroying it.
All were thanked for the presentation.
3. SEAN CUMMINGS and WAYNE TROYER - Developer and Architect
Developer Sean Cummings presented plans for his property at 501
Elysian Fields, the “Elisio Lofts”. The project would be located across
from the power station and would run the entire block from Elysian
Fields to Marigny St. It would be a mixed-use project and include a
restaurant, florist, artist lofts, and apartments of 1, 2, or 3 bedrooms.

OLD BUSINESS
PROJECTS:
a) Holy Trinity Church: The FMIA will be supportive of projects which comply
with the law and respect neighbors. Compliance with existing laws,
regulations, and ordinances is a priority. Gretchen Bomboy is to check with

Architect Wayne Troyer presented the architectural designs for the building
which would be 75% residential. It would include a 7,000 sq. ft. restaurant
and 20,000 sq. ft. of parking. The building would be modern in design and be
75 ft. high. Because current height limits are set at 50 ft. they will be seeking

Continued on page 15
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FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
February 1, 2012 — continued
BlueCross and BlueShield prescriptions, there may be value in having a
CVS close to the neighborhood, but not at any cost.
Ensuing discussion centered on contacting higher level CVS corporate
representatives explaining our opposition to the current plan and our
disappointment with the local response to our concerns.
d) Chartres & Marigny: Carl Mack(?) is requesting to divide the building at the
corner of Chartres and Marigny into two separate spaces: Luthjen Dance
and Recording Studio. The request is before Safety and Permits.
e) Noise - Mimi’s and Phoenix: Neighbors are complaining about noise levels
from both of these bars. Miles Swanson is to arrange for a meeting with
Mimi regarding the noise. Neighbors may want to consider having noise
recording equipment installed in their homes.
Further discussion was tabled due to time constraints. Remaining issues to be
addressed by e-mail.

Safety and Permits to see if current activities at Holy Trinity comply with
City ordinances.
b) Parking Permits: Ongoing
c) Historic Markers: Ongoing
d) CANO: Ongoing
e) Colton School: Alex Vialou to work on organizing a meeting to discuss
parking and traffic issues.
f) 511 Marigny: Ongoing
g) Sound Ordinance: The Vieux Carre Property Owners and Renters Association
(VCPORA), is organizing a group to sign up an acoustic specialist, Mr. Dave
Woolworth, and is looking for people with noise issues to volunteer to
place microphones inside their homes to register noise levels.
h) Bicycle Safety PSA: Ongoing
i) Bicycle Safety: See Washington Square Park, above.
j) SCCCD: Alex Vialou to meet this week on the potential expansion of the
cultural district.

ORCHIDS & ONIONS:
Orchids:
1) Orchids to the Homer Plessy Group for their efforts with the City for
approval of a local charter school.
2) Orchids to the Red Dress Run for their generous gift to the neighborhood.
3) Orchids to all of those who have renovated their Faubourg Marigny
properties.
Onions:
1) Onions to those property owners who allow their properties to suffer from
demolition by neglect.

NEW BUSINESS
PROJECTS:
a) Riverfront Aliance: Ongoing
b) Operation Clean Sweep: Resident Brian Frye had reported extensive graffiti
damage in the Triangle. The issue is a concern to all neighbors but there
was no consensus on how to best address the issue and no decisions were
made.
c) CVS: CVS has made a new proposal for their proposed project at the
corner of Franklin and St. Claude Avenues which looks much like their old
proposal. It was suggested that a letter go to Cmbr. Palmer’s office clarifying
that the FMIA’s opposition is not to CVS. Opposition is to what we consider
to a very poor plan. In light of Walgreen’s decision to no longer accept

MOTIONS:
1) Letter to be written to CVS upper management to explain neighborhood’s
opposition to plan and ask for reconsideration of local decisions.
Meeting Adjourned Time: 9:55 p.m.

Do you want your newsletter sent to you via ____ Email OR _____Regular Mail?
Ideas, Comments, Concerns, Suggestions:
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General Meeting — Monday, 3/19/2012
Meet the Neighbors Night — Tuesday, 3/13/12
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

a n t i q u e s
OPEN 11am-7pm EVERY DAY
Lowest antique prices in
New Orleans!

Ask about our other locations

504.952.5651

Bruce Blew, Owner
(cell) 504.453.2199

Fine Affordables

furniturejewelrylighting
artdecorrugs
info@thejunqueshop.com

www.thejunqueshop.com

421 Frenchmen St. New Orleans, LA 70116

