FAU

Y
GN

Volume 39, No. 6

RG MAR
U
I
BO

I MPROVEMENT

June 2011

ASSOCIATION
www.FaubourgMarigny.org

Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Still Not Making Groceries
By Donna Wakeman
In late May, Margie Schwegmann Brown contacted the
FMIA to discuss various uses for 2222 St. Claude Avenue,
the former site of Robért’s Market (and Schwegmann’s
before that). The site is currently being advertised for use
as a base camp, storage and/or interior shoots for the
film industry. She consented to an email interview for the
newsletter.
Q. What exactly is your
position in relation
to 2222 St. Claude
Avenue?
A. I am an owner of the
land and building in
“indivision” with my
brother John and his
children. My father’s
estate was one of the
landlords on the lease
of the property
Q. I understand that the
building is up for a
sheriff’s sale. How will
this be resolved?
A. I have had several
meetings with City
Officials regarding this matter, and the issue will be
resolved before the sale date, which is June 14, 2011.
In all likelihood, I will pay off the City’s lien, which is
approximately $18,000. Editor’s note: According to
our blight expert, Alex Vialou, whoever pays the Code
Enforcement Lien before or after the Sheriff Sale will
have to demonstrate real blight remediation efforts 60
days after the lien has been paid.
Q. What can you tell us about the status of legal
matters between the Schwegmanns and Robért’s
Market?
A. As this litigation is ongoing, I cannot comment on it
other than to say the trial date is set for January 23,
2012.

Q. Are there any physical changes or repairs to the
building being contemplated?
A. I have retained the services Strategic Resource Group
(out of NYC), which is managed by Burt Flickinger,
the leading grocery store consultant in the country.
Mr. Flickinger’s team of consultants also includes
Martin Roberts, who is a worldrenowned retail store architect.
SRG is providing me with
advice on the best way to bring
back a long-term economically
viable grocery store on the
property. (As a side note, Mr.
Flickinger’s family has been in
the grocery business for four
generations, and did business
with my father for many years.
Burt attended Tulane in the 70s
and is well familiar with New
Orleans and shopped at the St.
Claude store.)
Q. What are the short-term
plans for the site?
A. SRG is currently putting
together a proposal for bringing
the property back to life as a full-service grocery
store. In the meantime, I am continuing the process
of cleaning-up the property, and getting it ready for
the day restoration of the building begins. Once I
have the proposal in hand, I will share it with the
community to get its input.
Q. The neighborhood has a strong desire for the
return of a full-service grocery store, preferably at
this site. What do you see as the prospects for this
happening?
A. I remain optimistic that with the help of the City, local
community and SRG, within the next 18 months a
full-service grocery store will begin operating at
2222 St. Claude to serve the needs of the surrounding
community.
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NO MORE BLIGHT

Commercial Advertising

By Alexandre Vialou

Rates 1-2 times/year

In a May 25 press release Brad Vogel from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation and Michelle Kimball from
the Preservation Resource Center noted that Jeff Hebert,
the City of New Orleans’ Director of Blight Policy and
Neighborhood Revitalization, casually announced that the
City “would no longer be pushing blighted properties in
local historic districts directly toward demolition.”
This decision is expected to speed up considerably the time
it takes for an abandoned blighted property with a Code
Enforcement Lien (hence cited by the City as “Blight”) to
be considered for a Sheriff Sale in a historic district. Such
policy is expected to have a strong positive impact in our
neighborhood where too many blighted properties end up
sitting untouched by their delinquent homeowners even
after being cited by the City.
Still the City is uncomfortable about putting too many
blighted properties up for a Sheriff Sale. At the first auction,
the starting bid will start at 2/3 of the appraisal value.
Presumably the minimum payment will get lower each time
the property fails to meet the starting bid.
Since there are no more than 1,900 housing sale
transactions each year in the City of New Orleans, if too
many abandoned properties are up for sale at a discounted
value it could discourage the purchase of market rate
homes.
This apparent trade-off between neighborhood quality
issues and landlords’ home equity prompted Mr. Ommeed
Sathe, NORA’s Real Estate Strategy Director to state at a
recent Blight Forum meeting that demolitions leading to
a more suburban landscape could be a more preferable
options for neighborhoods in the periphery.
Is there a risk that in the Faubourg Marigny Sheriff Sales will
drive home values down? This is very unlikely. On average
there is only one house per block that is blighted in our
neighborhood. But if it does — slightly — this would be a
readjustment of home values after Katrina.
According to the recently released New Orleans Market
Assessment study published by UNO and GCR, our
neighborhood is located in the Planning District that
has seen the sharpest sale price increase for undamaged
homes: +46% per square foot from 2004 to 2009. As a
comparison, an equivalent home in the Garden District saw
a price increase of 15%.
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Ads should be photo ready, or in jpg, tif or pdf format.
Classified Rates: $5.00 per each 25 words.
All advertising must be received by the 15th of each month for
publication in the next month’s issue. For information regarding
advertising, contact the business manager at
ads@faubourgmarigny.org.
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prices.
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Improvement Association, a 501(c) non-profit, all-volunteer
organization committed to the preservation of the unique
architectural and cultural heritage of our historic district, and to
improving the quality of life in our diverse community. Contents,
editorials and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the
official views of the FMIA, its Board or its members. The FMIA
does not warrant the legality of any business advertised in its
newsletter. Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter, including photographs
and original artwork, must be obtained from the editor and/or
byline columnist.
Manuscripts, photographs and articles dealing with topics of
interest to the Marigny neighborhood are encouraged. The editor
reserves the right to reject submissions including editorial and
advertising content. Submissions must be received by the 7th of the
month for inclusion in the next month’s issue. Send contributions
to: FMIA Newsletter, 2401 Burgundy St., Box 10, NOLA 70117 or
editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

If you have any questions or
comments related to blight please
contact us at
blight@faubourgmarigny.org

The newsletter is published each month except August and January.
Back issues are available online at www.faubourgmarigny.org.
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Behind the Scenes of the 39th Annual Home Tour
By Deborah Oppenheim
The tremendous volunteer support for the Home and
Garden Tour is an indication of the Faubourg Marigny
residents’ and friends’ pride for our neighborhood. A
sincere thanks from the Home Tour Committee to the
multitude of volunteers who stepped out of their busy
schedule, donated their time and energy for a successful
39th Annual Home and Garden Tour — You made it happen
and THANKS!

It was quite evident that Faubourg Marigny was a happening
neighborhood during the 39th Annual Home and Garden
Tour on Sunday, May 15, 2011. The neighborhood was
filled with joyful tour participants and volunteers strolling
down the street holding Home Tour Fans, excited about the
next house on the tour. The homeowners were proud as
they presented their homes for all to view.
The Home and Garden Tour has been a Faubourg Marigny
Improvement Association (FMIA) tradition and fund raising
event for 39 years. The planning process begins with house
selection. The Marigny Triangle and the Marigny Rectangle
host the tour on alternate years.
The home and garden tour is a way to share our
neighborhood’s commitment to historic preservation
through the display of the authentic and unique architecture
of our village-like neighborhood. The tour is a fundraiser
and proceeds this year will be donated to Washington
Square Park for the purchase of benches and trash cans.
The tour also gives members an opportunity to display their
commitment to the neighborhood by volunteering their
time to make the tour a success.
This year over 100 volunteers participated in the home
tour event and collectively volunteered over 590 hours to
continue FMIA’s home tour tradition. The list of tasks that
require volunteers spans several months prior to the event.
Of course the majority of the volunteer hours are expended
on the day of the event and in the weeks leading up to the
tour. That’s when the membership of the FMIA responds
to the call to help make the event happen. Prior to that
time the Home Tour Committee has been meeting for eight
months to plan the big day.
The planning for the tour includes:

Raffle Winners

and the winner is . . .

• Initial planning, setting the date which is the Sunday
after Mother’s Day

The Door Prize for the 39th annual FMIA Home Tour was a
three night stay at River House Bed and Breakfast, at 625
Marigny Street. For those who attended the tour, this home
was the lovely location for the ‘meet the authors.’ This prize
was won by Haley Sweet of Los Angeles, CA.

• Identifying homes for the tour
• Planning and executing promotion, public relations and
media outreach
• Writing/Designing of all printed materials
• Printing the brochure, tickets and ads
• Organizing the event, the raffle items, tickets and
signage
• Organizing volunteers and scheduling work assignments
• Site preparation and clean-up/break down in the park
• Organizing and executing the Music, Art Market and
Kid’s Area in the Park
• Follow-up and thank you notes
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Happ’ns in the ‘Hood
New Ordinance

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association

Councilwoman Kristin Gisleson Palmer sponsored a new
ordinance which authorizes the city to suspend or revoke
a permit or license “determined to have been issued in
error, on the basis of incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete
information, or based upon any false or fraudulent
statement or misrepresentation, or in violation of any
ordinance” or city regulation.
The councilwoman said the city has lacked the power
to suspend building permits or occupational licenses, for
example, even if they were issued in violation of the law
or because the applicants lied on their applications, such
as by claiming to be opening a French Quarter grocery
that turned out to be a T-shirt or souvenir shop. “We have
learned of fraudulent permits and licensing regularly,”
she said. City administrative hearing officers will be
empowered to revoke the permits after a hearing.

The Board of the FMIA accepted the resignation of Eva
Campos, and appointed Alex Vialou to fill the balance of
her term.
Campos, the former treasurer of the organization,
returned the FMIA laptop computer that had been in her
possession, along with software and associated passwords.
The laptop will be turned over to the CPA hired by the
Board to conduct a review.
Jim Farr has resigned as Vice President, although he
remains on the Board. The position of Vice President
remains open. Elections to the FMIA Board will be held in
September, with four of the elected positions to be voted
on. Interested members should contact the nominating
committee or a board member.
Given the recent large attendance of presenters and
members at Board meetings, future meetings will be held
at the Who Dat Café, 2401 Burgundy Street.

511 Marigny
After meeting with neighbors and revisiting the board,
this project will go before City Council on June 2, 2011
for final approval of its zoning changes. The revised plan
increased the number of parking spaces, and addressed
issues of concern to its neighbors. The FMIA supports the
revised plan.

Supporting your neighborhood is a great way to help
make the Marigny a great place to live, work and play.

2222 St Claude Avenue
Margie Schwegmann Brown, a co-owner of the property
formerly occupied by Robért’s Market, is pursuing avenues
to return it to commerce. See page1 and stay tuned.

1913 Royal Street
A request for a zoning change in order to serve liquor
at 1913 Royal Street (currently that local favorite Suhko
Thai) was unanimously denied by the City Planning
Commission. The denial is being appealed before City
Council on the same date as the 511 Marigny project is
being considered. The FMIA, in support of the neighbors
of this location, is against granting this location a zoning
change and will be represented at the hearing.

Fresh

Local

Good

affordable groceries for everyone!

Opening this Summer on
St. Claude & Spain
All are invited
to a FREE Reception & Tour
of the NOFC facility on
June 9 and June 25 at 5:30 pm

2801 Marais St.
In the Marigny
504.947.0038
www.rtno.org
Monday-Saturday
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

WINDOWS Ȋ DOORS Ȋ COLUMNS

We’ve reached our 1400 member goal
but want to keep growing!
Join today at: www.nolafoodcoop.org/join
or call: 504-656-NOFC to learn more.

D ECONSTRUCTION S ERVICES A VAILABLE

NOFC is a member of the Bywater and Marigny Associations
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CALENDER OF EVENTS

Summer Break

JUNE
Meet the Neighbors
June 14, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Wasabi, 900 Frenchmen Street
General Meeting
June 20, 6:30 Pot Luck, 7:15 Meeting
Christopher Inn, 2110 Royal Street

By Donna Wakeman
Summer is upon us and with it comes vacation time.
There will be no July FMIA General Meeting or newsletter.
Meetings and publications will resume in August.

See you then.

JULY
Board Meeting
July 6, 7 pm, Who Dat Café, 2401 Burgundy Street
Meet the Neighbors
No Meet the Neighbors for July
General Meeting
No General Meeting for July

NONPAC Meetings

NONPAC MEETINGS

5th District Report

By John Luckett
Due to conflicting meetings, there is no report for the May
meeting.

5th District — 2nd Wednesday,
7 pm, 901 Bartholomew Street
8th District — 2nd Thursday
5:30 pm, 1001 Toulouse Street

8th District Report

GREEN MARKETS

A volunteer is needed to attend and report on the
8th District NONPAC meetings. Contact volunteer@
faubourgmarigny.org if interested.

French Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays
10 am - 5 pm
Sankofa Market
Saturdays
10 am - 2 pm
5500 Street Claude Ave.
FREE FUN
St Claude Arts District
2nd Saturday
see www.scadnola.com
Chess Lessons
Thursdays, 5 pm, Alvar Library, 913 Alvar Street
Secondhand Market Place
June 25, 9am – until ?, St. Paul Lutheran Church,
2624 Burgundy Street
If you have an event for the calendar please send it to
Donna Wakeman at editor@faubourgmarigny.org
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The Transformation of St. Claude Avenue’s Schools
St. Claude Avenue is experiencing not only economic
development through the Main Street Project, but — less
visibly and with potentially greater impact — significant
educational development. Not only are art galleries and
theaters sprouting on the avenue, but new schools in
the old school buildings, with students experiencing new
and transformative school cultures. This first in a series
is intended to provide historical background and current
status of this transformation.

school population will be returning, they’ll give preference
to siblings for any openings. ARISE is bringing back the
pre-K program they had in their first year, and already has
more than 100 applications for 40 spots. The vast majority
will be filled by siblings, the remainder through a lottery.
The Kindergarten is being expanded to accommodate up to
95 children, with 50 openings remaining as of mid-May.
In the school year ending, Drew had 291 students in grades
4-8 and will be serving grades 5-8 in the 2011-12 school
year.

Drew and ARISE

KIPP NOLA and KIPP Renaissance

By Bonnie Morel

Directly across St Claude Avenue, in “the Douglass
building,” are two KIPP (Knowledge Is Power Program)
schools which just opened in the 2010-11 school year:
KIPP New Orleans Leadership Academy (KIPP NOLA) had
110 students enrolled in 5th grade, and KIPP Renaissance
had 142 enrolled in its 9th grade.
KIPP is a national charter school organization, founded in
1994, which usually starts an open enrollment school with
5th or 9th grade to create the school culture, then adds a
grade as its initial cohort progresses. KIPP has a notable
track record in terms of academic outcomes, despite a
commitment to serving disadvantaged populations many
educators previously considered hopeless. Over 85% of
KIPP graduates nationally have matriculated to college.
In New Orleans, results from standardized tests show that
KIPP students, on average, outperform most of the city’s
public schools — including some with selective admissions.
KIPP 7th and 8th graders exceed the State average in all the
LEAP (standardized tests) subject areas. KIPP New Orleans
Schools ranks as the top-performing, open-enrollment
public charter school network in the Recovery School
District.
School Performance Scores (SPS) are available for 62 New
Orleans schools with open enrollment in the 2010-11
school year. All of these schools had at least 60% of their
students eligible for free lunch, and more than two-thirds
of their students were African-American or “multi-racial”
(as opposed to Caucasian or “other”). The SPS for these 62
schools ranged from 124 to 23, with the median SPS at 71.
Four KIPP schools were among these 62, with SPS ranging
from 85 to 121. All four had more than 80% of their
students eligible for free lunch, and more than 90% of their
students were African-American or multi-racial.
School Performance Scores are developed only after a
school has been in operation for at least 2 years, and were
not yet available mid-May 2011 for ARISE, KIPP NOLA,
or KIPP Renaissance. The LEAP scores for KIPP NOLA
published in the Times Picayune May 26, 2011, are for 10

A few blocks before the Industrial Canal, Drew Elementary
School, a regular (non-charter) Recovery School District
(RSD) school, had failing School Performance Scores for
four consecutive years and is now being phased out a
grade at a time. ARISE Academy, a public charter school
unaffiliated with other chartering organizations, has been
given the task of transforming Drew, taking over a grade at
a time, with both schools sharing the same building, both
Principals working together collaboratively to make this
RSD-mandated transition process successful.
In the school year just ending, ARISE Academy served 241
students in grades K-3. In 2011-12, ARISE will have preKindergarten through 4th grades. While 95% of their current

Continued on page 7
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St Claude Avenue Schools continued from page 6

BOARD MEMBERS

students in grade 4.5 who had to retake parts of the LEAP,
but were eligible to enroll in KIPP NOLA for remediation as
well as instruction in 5th grade curriculum.
KIPP NOLA will have a 5th and 6th grade in the 201112 year. By mid-May, 80 students had signed up for the
110 fifth-grade spots, and there were more than 110
sixth-graders applying, so a lottery was necessary. KIPP
Renaissance will be serving 295 students in 9th and 10th
grades in 2011-12. More than 200 students applied for the
9th grade’s 150 spaces, so a lottery decided which students
could be accepted.
KIPP Renaissance is requesting community support in
June 2011 for a number of painting and minor repair
work projects on the Douglass campus. They’ll be seeking
volunteers in the 2011-12 school year to work: in the
library, on attendance, and possibly evening computer
programs. For more information, call KIPP Renaissance
(504-373-6255 or 504-308-3619) or check out their
website at www.kipprenaissance.org.

Chris Costello, President: president@faubourgmarigny.org
Ken Caron, Treasurer: KenC@faubourgmarigny.org
Gretchen Bombay, Corresponding Secretary: secretary@faubourgmarigny.org
Deborah Oppenheim, Recording Secretary: DeborahO@faubourgmarigny.org
Gene Cizek, Past President: GeneC@faubourgmarigny.org
Jim Farr: JimF@faubourgmarigny.org
Jason Patterson: JasonP@faubourgmarigny.org
Alex Vialou: AlexV@faubourgmarigny.org
Donna Wakeman: DonnaW@faubourgmarigny.org

COMMITTEES
Advertising: ads@faubourgmarigny.org
Blight: blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Marigny Green: marignygreen@faubourgmarigny.org
Newsletter: editor@faubourgmarigny.org
Caroling
Fundraising
Special Projects
Community Outreach
Education
Volunteer
Crime Prevention
Home Tour
Walking Tour
Development
Hospitality
Washington Square Park
Frenchmen
Membership
Web Site
Neighborhood
For comments — email info@faubourgmarigny.org

Colton
The Colton School building in Marigny is being physically
transformed and expected to be available for occupancy
for the 2012-13 school year. RSD’s current plan is to have
KIPP open a Kindergarten there, and to move KIPP NOLA
into the building to serve 5th-7th grades. However, a group
of parents has some alternative vision of the school they
want in the new Colton building and is in the process of
developing a competing charter school application.

More to Come
This is the first in a series of articles regarding the
transformation of the St Claude Avenue schools.
Subsequent articles will provide follow-up information in
regard to school scores, the competing charter application
for Colton, the Street University at the Healing Center, the
new ruling on “neighborhood schools vs. open enrollment,”
and the potential for socioeconomic integration in the
St Claude Avenue schools.
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Magnolia Physical Therapy is locally owned and operated by Lisa George and Beth Winkler-Schmit. Our Physical
Therapists at Magnolia have successfully treated almost every painful musculoskeletal condition you may be
experiencing. The following is far from a comprehensive list, but it should give you a pretty good idea of the types
of conditions we treat:

ANKLE

SPINE
x
x
x
x
x

Fractures
Herniated/Bulging Disc
Sciatica
Muscle Spasm
Cervical and Lumbar Sprains
and Strains
x Post Op
x Sacroiliac Joint Dysfunction
x Radiculopathy

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Stress Fractures
Sprains
Plantar Fasciitis
Shin Splints
Achilles Tendonitis
Posterior Tibialis Tendonitis
Post Op
Bunions

HIP

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Post Op Rotator Cuff Repair
Fixation
Rotator Cuff Problems
Impingement Syndrome
Labrum Tear
Biceps Tendonitis
Frozen Shoulder

x Post Op Total Hip
Replacement
x Femoral Fractures
x Labrum Tears
x Osteoarthritis
x Bursitis
x Piriformis Syndrome
x Groin Strain

KNEE
x Post Op Total Knee
Replacement
x Osteoarthritis
x Tendonitis
x Patellofemoral Pain Syndrome
x IT Band Syndrome
x Chondromalacia Patella

SHOULDER

ELBOW, WRIST AND HAND
x Tennis Elbow
x Golfer’s Elbow
x Carpal Tunnel
Syndrome/Release
x Trigger Finger

TMJ
x
x
x
x

Lock Jaw
Clicking or Popping Jaw
Neck Pain and Headaches
Ear Pain

WOMEN’S HEALTH
x Pregnancy/Post Partum Lower
Back and Pelvic Pain
x Public Symphysis Separation
x Urinary Incontinence (Men
and Women)
x Pelvic Organ Prolapse
x Chronic Pelvic Pain
x Painful Bladder Syndrome.

RHEUMATOLOGIC
x Rheumatoid Arthritis
x Fibromyalgia

NEUROLOGICAL
x
x
x
x
x

CVA (Stroke)
Closed Head Injury
SCI (Spinal Cord Injury)
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
Foot Drop

Mention This Ad for a Free Consultation with a
Physical Therapist
Please give us a call at 504-943-8026 to learn more about how we can help you!
839 Spain Street
New Orleans, LA 70117
FAX: 504-943-8876
*Also serving the Harahan Area 504-733-0254
8

FAU

Y
GN

URG MARI
BO

I MPROVEMENT

ASSOCIATION

39th Annual Home and Garden Tour

May 25, 2
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Meet the Neighbors
By Donna Wakeman

Our May Meet the
Neighbors on Tuesday
was held at Marie’s Bar, a great local spot, located at
2483 Burgundy. A favorite of people in that area, others
had an opportunity to experience the friendly, welcoming
atmosphere.
June’s Meet the Neighbors, on Tuesday, June 14, will be at
Wasabi at 900 Frenchmen Street. Wasabi serves authentic
Japanese food, such as tempura, in a more formal Japanese
style dining room. Its sushi bar has more of a neighborhood
gathering feel. For good food, warm saki, and good people,
join us at this venue.
There will be no July Meet the Neighbors, as everyone
is taking the month off. Stay tuned for the location of
August’s get-together. Our monthly meetings are a great
way to socialize with friends and meet newcomers to the
neighborhood. Join us!

treat!

A triple threat:

Graphic Design
Web Design
Office Administration

www.GKProductions.com
Katherine Kuroczko
610-212-5110 • katherine@gkproductions.com
John Gutekunst
484-888-3745 • john@gkproductions.com
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FMIA
Board Meeting Minutes
April 26, 2011

Brain Teaser!
A westbound train leaves New York at 6:45 am traveling at 35 miles per
hour, and an eastbound train leaves Chicago at 8:30 am traveling at 27
miles per hour. Where and when will they meet? Answer on page 13.

11

Jim, vice president called the meeting to order at
6:25 pm
Attendance: All members in good standing: Gretchen
Bomboy, Jim Farr, Ken Caron, Donna Wakeman,
Deborah Oppenheim, Gene Cizek, Jason Patterson
Leave of Absence: Eva Campos, Chris Costello
Guests: Attorney: Brad Spedale, Attorney Bobby
Moffett
Bobby Moffett discussed Robert’s Rule of Order. Article
13 73. Bobby Moffett left at 6:25 pm.
Donna moved that we appoint Ken Caron as the
Sergeant of Arms Vote Unanimous
Guests: Attorney: Brad Spedale
Jim said: The purpose of our meeting is to hear from
the subcommittee regarding their information and not
to accuse nor take action. This is a volunteer organization. We want to ask our legal counsel what we can and
cannot do.
Bobby: Article13 73 – (page one) – explained Robert’s
Rules of Order, we are supposed to take all information
and decide what is the next course of action or resolution. It is like a grand jury but not a trial. Bobby Moffett
left the meeting.
Ken Caron moved to go into Executive Session.
Discussion: the reason for the meeting is for us to hear
from the subcommittee who interviewed Eva and Chris.
Vote: Unanimous
Executive Session 8:45 has ended.
Board Meeting has resumed at 8:46pm.
Ken moved that Eva Campos be removed from the position of treasurer of the FMIA for failure to perform the
fiduciary responsibility. Vote: Unanimous
It was moved by acclamation that Chris Costello and Eva
Campos remain on a leave of absence.
Donna moved that Ken Caron be nominated for the position of FMIA treasurer. Vote Unanimous.
Donna moved that Ken Caron has been elected
Treasurer by acclamation. Vote Unanimous
Letters to be written: To Eva Campos requesting that
FMIA’s computer and all passwords be delivered immediately to Ken Caron.
Jim will speak to Chris regarding the continuance of the
Leave of Absence.
We discussed the need for a contact person at City
Business.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm
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have a block fence set back with a strip, concrete block and plastic fence
- Lisa’s property.
2) Servitude for allowed access to Spice Factory and pool: There will be a
steel gate and a double door access, the shaded area allowed for pool access servitude and they can have direct access to get into that gate.
3) Windows: They share a common wall with the Spice Factory – there are
some openings that are not filled in which will be filled with concrete
block, brick to match, sound barrier. On the 3rd floor operable windows
and want consistent glass around the building. The windows are high up.
They are trying to study this and have a good working relationship with
their neighbors.
4) Drainage re parking lot: 1) subsurface draining 2) permeable concrete –aerated concrete which allows water to sink into the ground 5) Reiterated the
number of units. They are working with the Park Service to let them have
live/ work units.
Q: Standard parking and how many parking spaces could they make available? A: They might look at as high as 15-20 spaces and have monthly lease
available PRN.
Q: If you don’t have parking in the price, people won’t pay extra. It could
be a default and park on the street. The impact is if there is a reduction, then
they would park on the street anyway. A: To include the parking in the rent?
Response: In reality, people won’t pay to park. Lessee will go if they have
Standard Parking lot renovated.
Q: Live/work: are they residential units only or can they also sell their work?
A: This is not commercial, don’t think they would sell.
Q: What is the zoning? Current zoning for the building itself is LI Light
Industrial; several of the lots comprising the parking are HMR3 residential. It
will change to Mixed use Residential.
Q: Tenants now? A: No tenants right now. John L: 1) CPC reports demolished
Warehouse 534-536-538 and the report is flawed. 2) Bicycle riders also will
own cars. Where do we park? They would not pay to park and park a block
away. Donna said they would first choose to park on the street and then go to
the parking lot. John L. produced photographs taken on Saturday afternoon
and there are no parking spaces. Ken: What about meters on Decatur Street?
A: No, the resident would have to run out and put money in the meters. The
real problem with residential Permit parking is that the hours are 7am to 7pm
– would need 24 hours. Tourists and workers come and park in the area and
stay. There is also no enforcement. Donna: I bike and own an auto and can’t
exist without either one.
Q: Rent A: Market rate Jim: 26 of the 2 bedrooms, 34 other units, 10 of them
2 bedrooms =70 beds and that is assuming that is a 1 bedroom apartment
and only one person lives there. John said that sometimes that 2 people live
in a one bedroom within a facility. Ed C.: Applauds their efforts for increasing
the parking and they have been very cooperative. However, the units that they
are proposing encompass their private patio. The original building had pebble
glass and is still available, opaque and can’t see through it. A: Sensitivity re
privacy – National Park Service might allow this but can’t promise that and
don’t want to jeopardize the process. They have applied for Phase1 and Part
1 has been approved by the State and sent to Washington DC and that the
building is eligible. Part 2 has not been received.
Q: Would it be make or break for Ind break glass on both floors?
Q: Can fixed shutters be on the inside? Ed said they could work if they can’t
get the pebble glass. They won’t have operable lower sections in the windows.
Ed said he is quasi satisfied.
Wayne: the city is not giving provisos and they can be worked with the
neighbors.
Ed: Riverfront Development is coming into the neighborhood. That will add
more problems with parking. We need to look at that issue.
Q: Rice Mill parking? A: 1 to 1 and got a waiver for some.
Q: 8 parking spaces across the street A: Not available.
Q: Easement: That is for emergency as in a fire truck and the pool area. How
to address this in the back units and what do they do? A: The Spice Factory
will have a key to that gate, a special key – like the fireman/ postman.
Q: Timeline? A: HDLC has supported this, said Wayne, and defers to the
National Park Service – apply to them unless there is a particular issue that
they are concerned with; stamped and signed for permits
Q: Ground Floor, facing Spice Factory, something that is prettier and they will
have to have access to their patios. A: Second Floor windows: no reason to
open but it is a quality of life issue.
Lisa: Trees– mature trees on Mandeville property line should be maintained
and protected and only the mulberry tree can be removed (see ordinance)
– they are 30 ft. high and block the sun. A: Have to look at them with an
arborist. Lisa: Wants the same provisos from 2005 be put on.
Lisa: Presented a request for a letter advocating for the residents. This is 3rd
time in 15 yrs this building has been discussed. CPC is very insensitive to the
neighborhood. There is no traffic study, infrastructure study and no drainage.
Continued on page 13

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
May 11, 2011
Board members Present: Jim Farr, Gretchen Bomboy, Ken Caron,
Deborah Oppenheim, Donna Wakeman, Jason Patterson
Board Members Absent: Gene Cizek
Guests: Howard Allen, Benny Naghi, Miles Trapolin, Bobby Moffett,
John Luckett, Wayne Troyer, Lisa Suarez, Nick Scarmuzza, Julian Mutter,
Ed Cherie, Steven Faulks, John Deveney, Steve Armbruster
Call to Order: Jim Farr called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.
Announcements:
Community Requests:
Miles Trapolin at 7:00 P.M.: Recommended by Bobby Moffett and has been
invited to work with us. Remarks
511 Marigny presentation - Wayne Troyer and Tracey Ashe
John Luckett, Re: 511 Marigny
Lisa Suarez, re: 511 Marigny
Ed Cherrie, re: 511 Marigny
John Deveney at 8:00 P.M.
Miles Trapolin, attorney. Mr. Trapolin was invited by Bobby Moffett to talk with
us. He has been involved with other neighbor organizations. His remarks: 1)
Identify the issues, the thief of the computer and the other information related
to FMIA. 2) Seems to be underlying battle and conflict with the former treasurer and disagreement with her retaining the records. Mr. Trapolin said by
pursuing the recovery of the computer, we could spend a great deal of money.
The process: 1) Go to small claim court, she needs to be served and suit to
be filed 2) Get served, a judgment and get the computer and execute the
judgment. Ken said it is more than the laptop; it is membership information,
money, income statements, can’t reconcile and it is about people’s records,
confidential information such as membership, complaints, emails and in the
meantime it is being shared with everyone. It was noted that a police report
was filed. Mr. Trapolin said if equipment and software is more than $500, it
is felony request. We want to hire an outside auditor (CPA) to reconstruct all
the records which belongs to FMIA. Ken said that there are a lot of accusations
out there and we do not have anything to defend ourselves with. We need
something concrete.
Q: It is a violation of members’ privacy. A: Individuals who have shared information with the association can make a claim.
Q: As Board Members, where is our protection? A: Two hats: You can make a
claim as an association and individually.
Q: There is a huge creditability issue, we can’t even say that we received
someone’s check. If we get the computer, could we hire a forensic computer
expert? A: It will cost money. A certified audit will cost money and can be
done.
Q: If we find something, can we file criminal charges and get the DA interested? A: Yes.
Q: What liability do we have for not having control of the private information?
A: The problem is that Eva did not protect the information and is negligent
with this information and the Board could be sued. It would have to be established that there is a breach of duty and was encompassed by that breach.
Q: How could we have protected the information? The police were told that
the computer belonged to FMIA and they did not stop her. Donna: She was
the treasurer at the time of the incident. Ken: The computer was not assigned
to her.
Q: The next step is to retain Mr. Trapolin as our lawyer. We can’t put a price on
privacy and there are a lot of other issues. Mr. Trapolin said there is a fiduciary
duty as a member of the Board and to the organization. If she has not fulfilled
her responsibility, there is a breach of her duty. Eva has been removed as treasurer but not as a Board Member. We decided to hire Mr. Trapolin for legal
guidance. He requested information with facts and documentation.
511 Marigny presentation: Wayne Troyer, architect for Julian Mutter and
Tracey Ashe
Wayne Troyer presented the key issues:
1) Parking and number of space provided: The original plan had a total of
36 parking spaces, for 55 residential units and 2 commercial units. They
removed the landscape strip adjacent to the parking fence (Charters) and
now have 43 parking spaces. Wayne said that they can contract with
Standard Parking (a monthly contract) and negotiating a bulk lease for the
additional parking required. They know that they are short. The project is
presented as a pedestrian and bike friendly neighborhood. The landscape
plan is still in development and they will work with neighbors. They will
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Motion to postpone Board meeting one week, passed as simple majority
Motion to accept minutes from Special Board meeting, passed as simple
majority
Motion to hire the St. Bernard accountant that Gene recommended, passed
unanimously
Approval of minutes: Moved to accept all minutes Unanimous
3/2 Board Meeting; Minutes from 2/21 General Meeting; Minutes from 3/21
General Meeting

FMIA Board Meeting Minutes
May 11, 2011 — continued
Ed said he is a certified environmental engineer and discussed permeable
coating on parking lot –and is only as good as what is below (catch basin and
drain ,take it to the storm drain). They have no catch basin now. Current application proviso number 5 - not Marigny (it is not required in the provisos)
Number 6 - not specify 3ft away. Proviso 4- fence built before construction.
Lisa said that she felt he has not been a man of his word. They worked out all
of this with Jackie Clarkson and Lisa wants her to be involved again. She will
be available but will be out of town from May 16-20. Jim said we will write
a letter CC all City Council. An artist is permitted to sell their work at their
residence but will need a certain permit. Discussed door to the street, a stoop
and some landscaping – much more indicative of the use and safer. She said
she is in favor of the project just wants to have her property protected and do
the right thing for the neighborhood.
John L: Are 15-20 reserved parking spaces at a commercial lot enough? –
More people than you think. At the price he is looking for maybe the service
industry won’t be able to live there? He has 50 signatures and has the petition
to present to City Council on June 2, 2011. He likes the project but Julian can’t
provide the parking which is already a problem in the Marigny. He lives ½
block from the building. Q: What is the right amount of parking? A: Gretchen:
Required to have
1 ½ per unit. Many have 1 auto and some have two so that is how they play
the numbers needed. Minimum one per unit and he would have to reduce
the units. Jim: This does not matter that this is their 4th time – it is a brand
new day and this is a new development and mixed facility.

Acting President’s Report – Jim Farr:
Meetings: City Council re: 511 Marigny on June 2, 2011: 1) Information from
Lisa Suarez 2) Parking: CPC gave a recommendation to waive the parking and
the neighbors felt differently. It is not unreasonable to have 1 to 1 parking.
Jim counted and suggested a minimum of 70 parking spaces. It is our recommendation to have a minimum of 70 parking spaces. Jim will talk to Wayne
Troyer re parking.
City Council re: 1913 Royal and 511 Marigny on June 2, 2011: Gretchen is
representing FMIA. The neighbors are in opposition because once a liquor
license is granted by the State, it stays with the building.
Upcoming Meetings: General Meeting at St. Paul and the General Meeting in
June is at Christopher Inn, pot luck and no alcohol.
Treasurer’s Report - Ken Caron:
Jim asked can we request all copies from the checks from 180 days? We
agreed to hire the CPA and Ken will pursue contacting a CPA from a recommendation from Gene Cizek, a firm in St. Bernard.
Checks: Eva never paid the bill (electrician for Washington Square Park) and
therefore we used Deveney’s credit card. There were many change orders to
the bill and the total is $5,660.06. Gretchen moved that we handle all bills
by check. Vote: Unanimous Donna moved that in the future we rotate emergency charges (if a check is not acceptable) through Board Members accounts
rather than outside entities. Vote: Unanimous

John Deveney: John introduced himself and said he moved his business to
the Marigny in 1998 and in 1999 became a donor to FMIA. He provided pro
bono strategic work in 2001. He is a Commissioner for HDLC since 2004. He
is asking as a donor, that someone who has access to information has shared
it with a blog and has misrepresented him. He wants this corrected. His business is damaged. It was injected that we do not have access to our records
since Eva has the computer. John continued that he was paid by FMIA only
once during Stop Cold Storage campaign. This was reviewed by the Board and
approved. He donated much more and was happy to do it. Still today, a few
applications for the Home Tour came to his business. Until recently the newsletter was copied and was only reimbursed for paper used and not the usage
of the machine. PLEASE set the record straight. Ken said he gave more for this
organization than most such as paper, supplies, man power hours and much
more. John said that he has done so much for this organization and never expected anything but for the good of the neighborhood. He said, lies, financial
records shared are misconstrued and very vicious spreading of stuff has been
hurtful and damaging. Many people have seen the blogs and are asking why
hasn’t there been any action by this association? Donna: As a new member
of a board I was not aware of what all Deveney has done and donated to the
FMIA. Donna continued with a note of caution that sometimes things can be
misrepresented and misunderstood. Donna said that it was not a criticism
but we took advantage of you and set up a situation that could look bad.
John: Your records have been shared and misrepresented and I’m requesting
that this be corrected now. He is losing clients because of this and everyday
this continues he continues to lose business. Deborah expressed her concern
and concurred with everything said that was harmful to him, his business, his
personal life and his core and she was sorry. Donna asked being a PR person
what would you do? John said: Hypothetically, if a donor came and made this
request, he would suggest that the donor have a full disclosure to the audience
such as City Council, media, NOLA Defender, FMIA Newsletter, Membership,
and businesses) with corrected information. Gretchen: We started a letter two
weeks ago and we can send the letter. A call for a Vote: Motion that we proceed to send a letter to Councilperson Palmer, FMIA, and NOLA Defender by
close of business on Friday, May 13, 2011 and input by the lawyer and allow
John Deveney to review and include donations made. Vote: Unanimous

Committee Reports:
Newsletter: The Newsletter Committee needs a new Ad person, Orchids: Ken
for going the extra mile, the Board, Scott Hutchinson of City Hall, LLL for successful getting six new members and Onions: Dog leavings not picked up.
Art in the Park: Deferred
Blight: Deferred
Home Tour: Deborah moved that we pay Phoenix Recycling $100. Vote:
Unanimous
Benny offered to pay for one band for the Home Tour. Deborah explained
that each paid participants will have a fan (ticket) numbered and every
volunteer will have on their fan a V before the number for accountability.
Deborah went through the checklist of who is handling what and verified all
the information.
Membership: Lost Love Lounge was successful in getting six new members,
thank you.
Meet the Neighbors: Meet the Neighbors will be at Wasabi, Tuesday, June
14th from 6:30-8:30pm.
Old business:
Parking Permits in the Marigny: Deferred
WSP Trashcans: Deferred
Historic Markers Deferred
Land Use Survey: Deferred
Café Istanbul Theater: Deferred
CANO meeting: Deferred
Colton School: Deferred
Lost Love Lounge Requests: Deferred
1913 Royal Zoning Change for ABO - Unanimous vote to deny by City
Planning and June 2, goes to City Council.
WSP Palm Tree Killer: Deferred

Administration
Approvals by email: accepted all
Leave of Absence for Chris Costello and Eva Campos, passed by simple
majority
Gretchen re-appointed as Corresponding Secretary, passed as unanimous
FMIA Email blasts to be done by Corresponding Secretary, passed by simple
majority
FMIA Social Media to be done by corresponding Secretary, passed as
unanimous
Motion to hire Legal Counsel, passed as simple majority
Motion to hire independent Auditor, passed as majority
Motion to hire policemen for the Tour, passed as simple majority

Other
National Night Out Against Crime Registration
General Meeting: Will be at Christopher Inn on June 20th.
Redistricting
Adjournment: Jim adjourned the meeting 10:20pm.

Brain Teaser Answer:
The two trains will meet at Press Street just as you are
trying to cross on St Claude, and they’re going to be there
a while so you might as well just relax.
13
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Meeting and returned in May to the Board. The neighbors have issues with
parking and the deleted provisos that were worked out in 2005 that they
want honored. 511 Marigny is on the docket for City Council for June 2nd
and will continue to work with the neighbors to address the issues.
E. Meeting: The next General Meeting on June 20th will be at the Christopher
Inn which is across from Washington Sq. Park in their community space
which is the same size as St. Paul. It will still be pot luck but no alcohol and
no smoking is permitted on the premises. Q: Why moving? A: So both
sides of the Marigny can be represented.
F. Website: Our currents issues on the Home Tour, Recycling and the letter
will be on the website.
G. Meeting: Ken said we need to reconstruct our financial records and will be
hiring a certified auditor, Dan Johnson, CPA since we do not have FMIA’s
computer or software. Eva interrupted and wanted his number and where
he lived and asked will he be unbiased? Ken continued that we don’t have
FMIA’s information and said for instance that from March checks were not
deposited. Q: Benny was recognized and said make sure nothing changes.
A: He is a certified CPA and he will report the good, bad and indifferent
and we will have an option to prosecute if necessary. The audit will be
inclusive of all bank records, receipts, every check written and invoices
that correspond. We will have the paper to support all findings. Eva said on
May 2nd she submitted her letter of resignation to the Board with a request
for an independent audit. Nick was out of order and interrupted and said
he should take Eva’s place on the Board. Ken continued to say this audit
verifies all sides if there are issues. He continued and said the Board met
with Miles Trapolin, an attorney who spoke to the Board Meeting at the
May Board Meeting. He is hired to represent us regarding any civil and/or
criminal issues. Eva asked Ken for Mr. Trapolin’s contact information and
wanted to be represented. Ken said that it would be a conflict of interest
and Mr. Trapolin is doing exactly what he is supposed to do. The meeting
got out of hand, and insulting comments were made. Nick interrupted Ken
about Robert Rules of Order and accused the Recording Secretary of not
reporting all the minutes. The meeting became chaotic.
Ken stopped the unruly behavior by ending the meeting at 8:04 pm.

FMIA General Meeting
May 16, 2011 Minutes
Ken Caron opened the meeting at 7:15 pm. He welcomed everyone to the
General Meeting and informed the participants how the meeting would be
conducted.
We welcomed new faces to the General Meeting: Dave H. who mentioned
his partner Scott is buying Holy Trinity Church and Naomi D.
Announcements:
1. Meet the Neighbors will be held at Wasabi, 900 Frenchmen Street, and
Tuesday, June 14th from 6:30- 8:30pm.
2. Gary has mugs and energy efficient porch lights for sale.
A. We took a vote at our Board meeting and wrote a letter addressing the
false accusations that have been aired through the media, social media,
and word of mouth about FMIA. The letter went to Councilperson Palmer,
City Hall, media, social media, and to the membership. Gretchen read the
letter which will be posted on the website.
B. Guest: Commander Walls, 8th District, jhwalls@cityofno.com. Commander
Walls introduced himself and is taking over the 8th District. He was asked
how is it going and his reply was that it was exciting.
C. Committees:
1. Blight: Issue: 1) 2222 Robert’s up for Sheriff Sale on June 14th. There are
new hearings sent by email. Alex said he goes around the neighborhood
talking to the residents. The property on Elysian Fields and Decatur
was reported and now it is boarded up. A new owner purchased the
property at Burgundy and Marigny and secured it and will start renovation. He said, however, there is still a blight issue – over 60 plus properties that could be brought into commerce. The Healing Center on
St. Claude will bring activity to this area and should be supported. Q:
Nick mentioned a petition and questioned the Robert’s Rules of Order.
A: This question is not dealing with blight. Q: The property on 2524
Dauphine A: Still in limbo Q: 535 Mandeville A: Not a blight issue Q:
Are there any consideration for having workshops or seminars and what
resources are available? A: When the owner is contacted, they receive
the code enforcement handout and information. Brad and Alex have
tried to identify elderly and finding assistance. Q: How is it that they
decide which goes to a sheriff sales? A: Cited as blight, code enforcement, liens, and the property is unoccupied. The new administer for
the Blight Department is Jeff Hebert. Q: The sheriff’s website, expenses
stated? A: It is a minimum of unpaid taxes.
2. Marigny Green: Deborah mentioned that the Home Tour was a recycled event. Phoenix Recycling was Marigny Green’s partner and
we have had the good fortune to have Phoenix for years donate their
services. This year we paid $100 for their services. Deborah said she
was a broken record and reiterated the need for everyone to sign up
for recycling with the city. The large container being offered does not
always work in historic neighborhood but the blue bin is acceptable.
Q: If the street wants to cooperate and consolidate their usage, what
is acceptable? A: Deborah said she will find out. Stephen said that on
the city’s website you can sign up but not request a can. The Marigny
wants to be a 100% recycling neighborhood and it is up to all of us to
tell everyone to sign up.
3. Home Tour: Deborah thanked everyone who volunteered for the
39th Annual Home Tour featuring artists in residence in the Marigny
Rectangle. We guess estimate about 350-400 people attended and will
verify all the numbers. Ken mentioned that we will print all the information about the Home Tour. Deborah gave a big special thanks to Csaba,
her Co-Chair who not only worked months organizing the Home Tour
but had his home open on the Home Tour. He hosted the tour goers in
his house and garden with authors signing books, music, wine tasting,
and light refreshments donated by Cake Café and Feelings Café. That is
a WOW, she said. There were over 100 volunteers helping with the following: house sitting, cleaning the park, physical set-up of Washington
Square Park, music, PR, art market, kid’s area, the new Raffle Board,
organizing the event, and event day volunteering. The weather was
lovely and it was a day to celebrate our neighborhood. A special thanks
to all the homeowners who opened their homes to this event. Deborah
mentioned when she was asked by Reg Medellion to help with the
Home Tour in 2001 that they did it all. She said each year we would
set goals and have a wish list of what we could and wanted to do. This
Home Tour fulfilled all those wishes. Deborah gave a special thanks to
Reg and both of their partners Ron and Rick who worked and lived
through all those years.
D. 511 Marigny: Wayne Troyer presented in April to the Board plans for
511 Marigny Street and presented their proposal in April at the General
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

There are lots of aspects to running a community
based grocery store. First and foremost for a store
like the Mardi Gras Zone in a community like the
Marigny is providing for the varied needs of all the
members of this eclectic community - this includes
recognizing the demand for healthier, fresher, and
more diverse foods. We are always working to be
able to provide for these needs as well as stocking
a wide variety of international as well as local staples.

OPEN
24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK

Something that you have may have also noticed is
an ever increasing offering of different local produce.
Not only do we buy from local produce suppliers, we
have also been able to add local organic produce
straight from the farm. One of the nice things about
local produce is that it comes fresh from the earth to
you without the long trucking and warehousing that
we all have to deal with when buying the same products from farther away.
There is a move on this month called the Eat Local
Challenge 2011 that helps to draw attention to the
benefits for your health and our economy by consuming food that is produced close to home. One of
their suggestions is to buy from grocers that stock as
much local produce as possible. The folks at your
neighborhood Mardi Gras Zone couldn’t agree more.

It’s more than just a bead store
and way more than just a grocery

It’s a SUPER market!
We support the

2706 Royal Street in the Marigny
Corner of Port and Royal - Phone (504) 947-8787

Some things to check out:
For the month of June 2011, The
NOLA Locavores will be putting
on the 1st Annual New Orleans
Eat Local Challenge.

Fresh produce daily

A deli with meals &
po-boys to live for

We encourage you to participate
by consuming foods that are
grown or raised within a 200 mile
radius of New Orleans.

Tons of Mardi Gras beads
and other party supplies

For more information, check out
http://www.nolalocavore.org
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General Meeting — Monday, 6/20/11
Meet the Neighbors Night — Tuesday, 6/14/11
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

