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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MARCH

2009 GREAT PLACES IN AMERICA :

Meet the Neighbors
2nd Tuesday * 6:30 pm
March 9

Board Meeting*March 3
7:00 PM* Location TBA

The Marigny Brasserie

General Meeting*Mar.15
6:30 Pot Luck * 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church
2624 Burgundy St
*****

APRIL

640 Frenchmen
&
April 13

Tomatillos
437 Esplanade Ave.
*****

NONPAC Meetings
5th District

Board Meeting *April 7
7:00 pm * Location TBA
General Meeting*April 19
6:30 Pot Luck * 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church
2624 Burgundy St

2nd Wednesday * 7 pm
2372 St. Claude Ave

*****

8th District

2nd Thursday * 5:30 pm
1001 Toulouse
*****

St. Claude Avenue
Main Street Meetings

*****

MAY
Board Meeting May 5
7:00 pm * Location TBA

Call 616-7637
*****

General Meeting *May 17
6:30 Pot Luck * 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul Lutheran Church
2624 Burgundy St

Green Markets

Saturdays * 12pm - 4 pm
St. Ann’s Episcopal Church
1313 Esplanade Ave.

Home Tour May 16

FAUBOURG MARIGNY NEIGHBORHOOD
by Eugene D. Cizek, Ph.D., F.A.I.A.
Founder and First President of FMIA,
Board Member Representing
Past Presidents Council
In 2009 The American Planning Associate nominated
Faubourg Marigny as a finalist in their Great Places in
America Competition. Everyone in the neighborhood is very
excited.
At the APA National Conference that will be held in New
Orleans Saturday April 10 through April 13, 2010, there will
be three special events featuring Faubourg Marigny. The
first event will be a motor coach tour of New Orleans mixed
use neighborhoods which will include Marigny and will take
th
place Sunday April 12 from 11:45am to 2:15pm. The
second event will be a motor coach tour focusing on
Faubourg Marigny as an example of how good planning
gives life to an urban neighborhood on Sunday April 12th
from 2:00 to 5:00pm. During this tour the Faubourg Marigny
Improvement Association will be given a large bronze
plaque celebrating our award. The plaque will be mounted
th
on a granite marker that will also celebrate our 200
Anniversary and the restoration of Washington Square. A
third event will be a Faubourg Marigny Run on Monday April
th
13 from 7:00 to 9:00 am beginning at the tip of the triangle
and include visits to many of our neighborhood landmarks
along the way.
(Continued on next page)
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(from page 1)
A committee co-chaired by Chris Costello and Gene Cizek began the arduous task of preparing the many forms and support data that
were required for the nomination. We worked with the local APA Chapter and valued their assistance. The background data included a
detailed description as to how our neighborhood evolved from its days as home to the indigenous Colapissa and other native cultures.
It detailed the building of the Great Marigny Manor House King of France which became the seat of French Prefect Laussat, who
accepted the Louisiana Territory from the Spanish Crown for France and then oversaw the transfer of Louisiana to the United States of
America, as well as and finally the subdivision by Bernard Marigny in 1805 to create the quaint and beautiful faubourg that we cherish
today.
The dialogue of the Marigny Story included description of its location, its importance in the culture and history of Louisiana, the United
States and the World. The wonderful mix of peoples and architecture led to Marigny’s selection for the National Register of Historic
Places and finally as an historic district under the New Orleans Historic District Landmarks Commission. The role that the Marigny has
played in the planning and development process of New Orleans both before and after Katrina was delineated.
Particular note was made of the leadership that our Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association has played in making sure that the
growth and changes to our neighborhood are for the good of the citizens of New Orleans and not a limited number of real estate
investors. The forward and progressive thinking and planning such as the Frenchmen Street Overlay Entertainment District and the
Residential Overlay Zoning were presented as examples of how Marigny has encouraged economic development that builds upon the
best of our historic past while creating a future that provides for a better quality of life for all residents.
The report discussed the maintenance of the neighborhood especially our care for Washington Square, the Marigny Green Projects, the
Tree Planting Program, and all of our eternal vigilance was described along with out unique grid system that bend with the turn of river
creating wonderful evolving views and a special sense of place.
An extensive history which will be continued in a future article helped to show the awards committee the incredible continuity of place
that we have and how we have been working continually with the City Planning Commission and the Tulane University School of
Architecture interacting with the students and faculty of the Preservation Studies Illustrated Tour Guides for the triangle and rectangle of
Marigny and eventually similar guides for New Marigny. An illustrated lecture has been created by my students and me to be keyed
into our website. An annotated version of this was also given to the APA Awards Team. The results are in. We won. We will now
share our special place in the world with our planning guests from all over the United States and the World. Thanks to all for a job well
done. I always remember the words of one of my most important mentors, Martha G. Robinson: “Preservation is eternal Vigilance”
No where else in America is that truer than in our Faubourg Marigny.*

________________________________________________________________
President’s Report
By Chris Costello
It is hard to imagine living in another place. Where else in the country does the whole city take a day off to just have fun? We are lucky
enough to be in the thick of it and have three walking parades traverse our neighborhood. It was great to see all the colorful costumes
and inspiring to see the creativity we have in our city. We truly live in a uniquely wonderful place.
Carnival this year was the icing on the cake with our win at the Super Bowl. Congratulations to the Saints players and thank you for
your determination to go all the way. Like the creativity that seems to exude everywhere in this city, their drive to be the best is an
inspiration to the rest of us. This is a reminder that we can accomplish anything if we put our minds to it.
This past election is a great example of us coming together to make positive change. All but one elected office for our area was
determined at the primary. This is unprecedented and demonstrates our resolve to make a better place for us and our future
generation. We are posed for great things this year with our new leadership and I encourage everyone to be a part of the making of a
new New Orleans.
Our Main Street program is making great process. To date they have reduced blight on the street by 26% and have 2 new businesses
opening. Additionally, they have added a couple new board members and are working diligently on reducing the vacancy rate and
graffiti. All this good work has many potential business owners looking at St. Claude Avenue to hang their
shingle. Our commercial corridor with the goods and services we NEED is in our grasp but they need more volunteers to help them
make it a reality. If you can help, please do so. (cont. next page)

(from page 2)
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We are less than two months away from tax time and as a 501c 3 we can help reduce your tax liability while at the same time helping
out the neighborhood. We have many programs you may donate to such as Save Our Trees in Washington Square Park and our fund
drive for our new benches and trashcans. If you are interested in donating please contact us. Donors for benches and trashcans will
have their name on a permanent plaque in the park.
The American Planning Association will be having their annual conference here on April 10 – 13. As one of their Top Ten Great
American Neighborhoods for 2009, the Marigny will be hosting a mobile workshop as well as have a ceremony commemorating this
great honor. Washington Square Park will be the epicenter of the event. Mark your calendars as we will be celebrating this momentous
occasion. We are looking for people to open up and show off their homes to showcase the unique architecture and building that make
our neighborhood so inviting. We also need people to help the day of the event. If you can do either please contact us asap.
The riverfront park seems to be on hold at the moment and we hope this will give the planners time to address the deficiencies and
issues with the planning which include the lack of a business plan and operating budget and a steady funding source for its basic
operation and maintenance. As we have stated all along, we support the park, we simply want to make sure it is planned and funded
correctly so it will be a success and not negatively impact our neighborhood. Our hope is the new administration will look closely at this
project to make sure all the necessary components are there and work with us to secure protections for the neighborhood to offset the
negative impact as well as guarantee the park contains the recreation courts and playground equipment we were promised.
The cold weather of winter will be changing soon to the warm weather of spring. We have a lot of work ahead of us but working
together we can tackle any challenge we face and make our dreams come true. I hope that with all the good news in 2010 so far it will
inspire people to be a part of the renaissance of New Orleans. Please consider giving some of your time to make New Orleans a better
place.
_________________________________________________________________

The Buckmoth Caterpillars Are Coming
By Chris Costello
You might have noticed all the buck moths fluttering around mid December. They are coming and unless we take action our park could
be overrun with them.
Over the last 4 years we have successfully raised the funds to spray the beautiful trees in Washington
Square Park which has allowed everyone to enjoy the park all spring long without fear of being stung by
the caterpillars. In anticipation to their next visit we are starting the fund drive to raise the money to spray
the trees yearly.
The Friends of Washington Square Park instituted a Save Our Trees program after Katrina to help the
oaks in Washington Square Park recover from damage they suffered from the storm and rid them of the
buck moth caterpillars that eat their precious leaves they need to help make them healthy again. With over
40 trees in our park, the cost for spraying which includes fertilizing them to keep them healthy is expensive
but what they give back in cool shade and beauty is well worth it.
The trees look great but still need our help. We are asking people to either adopt a tree by donating the
money to pay for the yearly buck moth spraying and fertilizing or make a donation towards the spraying and fertilization of a tree. The
cost to adopt a tree is $55 but any and all donations are most appreciated.

________________________________________________________________
Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans
Great Neighborhood SELLABRATION
By Reg Medellin
Every year the PRC sponsors a Great Neighborhood Sellabration which allows New Orleans neighborhoods to put their best feet
forward and showcase their respective neighborhoods to prospective homebuyers.
This year the event is being held on Saturday, March 20, 2010. The hours are from 11a.m. to 4p.m.
This is a wonderful opportunity for FMIA to publicize the Faubourg Marigny selection by the American Planning Association as one of
THE best American neighborhoods in 2009. Volunteers are needed to man the Marigny table at the event. All information will be
supplied. If you are interested please email volunteer@faubourgmarigny.org or contact Reg Medellin at (504)940-4042.

Next General Meeting March 15, 2010

Next Board Meeting April 7, 2010
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COLTON SCHOOL MEETING
By Donna Wakeman
A meeting was held by the Recovery School District to update the community on the status of the renovation of Colton School. The
probable cost of the project is currently estimated at $36,763,425. The presentation covered several areas:
Structural issues: The exterior wall is bowed and bricks fell off during Hurricane Gustav. Test results showed that the exterior and
interior masonry has lost its structural integrity. Estimates indicated it is cheaper to remove and replace than repair, but a peer review
was commissioned to determine the proper solution due to the historic nature of the building. The conclusion is that pictures will be
taken of the brick pattern and the brick wall will be taken down. The masonry under the bricks will be replaced and the original bricks
will be put back on walls in the same pattern as in the original design.
Space issues: An addition of about 30,000 sq ft is required to meet the education specification of 3 classes for each grade. This
addition will include a band/choir/multipurpose space on the second floor. The conversion of the auditorium into a gymnasium has
begun. The gymnasium will allow for a removable stage and seating for small gatherings which will be bigger than the new
band/choir/multipurpose space. The sq ft addition is being obtained from interior design changes and by making the back wall flush
with the furthest point in the rear of the building.
Some issues discussed at the first meeting that had no updates or changes were: parking for faculty, green space for children in back
yard, loading and unloading of children, routes for service vehicles, what kinds of students/what kind of school will the new Colton be,
how many students per classroom. The next meeting will be held sometime in the spring.

FMIA 38TH ANNUAL HOME TOUR
By Reg Medellin
The Faubourg Marigny Home Tour is scheduled for Sunday, May
16, 2010, noon to 4pm. The Home Tour Committee is in the process of selecting homes to showcase for the tour, and this year the
Marigny rectangle -- Elysian Fields Avenue to Press Street -- will be featured .
It is the architectural richness that separates the Marigny from all other neighborhoods. We believe EVERY property in the Marigny is
unique and has some architectural value to showcase. The diversity of homeowners, condos and apartments all contribute to New
Orleans blend of cohesive community living. Every property has its story and we would like to share this with the city.
**
**

We prefer showcasing private house, condo or rental properties.
We realize many homes are undergoing changes -- we welcome people to show their property in interim stages of
renovation/repairs.
**
Every property can limit the space that is shown.
**
Every property will have at least two housesitters [depends on size of property] present to insure security and direct traffic.
Property tenants can elect to volunteer friends and family.
If you would like to show your property or know of someone who may be willing please contact me, Reg Medellin at
regm@faubourgmarigny.org or call (504) 940.4042.
The Home Tour committee is also seeking volunteers to help with the event. If you are interested please email
hometour@faubourgmarigny.org or call (504) 940.4042.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fifth District NONPACC Meeting
By John Luckett
Due to Carnival there was no NONPACC meeting in February.

_________________________________________________________________________
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SEWER REPAIRS
By Gretchen Bomboy
Many of you noticed the truck driving around with a video camera marked BLD on the sides weeks ago. They were filming to have a
record of the condition of our properties before they started sewer repairs, to mitigate damage claims. We advise everyone to make
their own DATED photos before any work is done if they are not in your block yet.
As a Board member of FMIA , I have attempted through Mary Cunningham to meet with Public Works to find out just how extensive the
work would be. This was to no avail as usual. Supposedly every spot you see with green or orange spray paint will be dug up. We
needed to know what their traffic plans were to reroute us, whether we would be able to park in the block or not, etc. We also needed to
pressure them to make corrections as needed, not just replace as is. We have many curb cuts where there is no longer a useable
driveway. In many instances they are pedestrian hazards. Of course since we cannot meet with them we cannot ask.
It is very interesting that they have maintained that NO streets would be closed. In light of all the closed streets it makes you wonder if
they know what is going on at all. The purpose of the Dept. of Public Works was to have one agency in charge of organizing all street
and sidewalk work so that all entities that might have services in the area could make repairs at one time in the same hole rather than
redig over and over. But we know too well the plans of mice like men and how it goes…just keep digging…it creates jobs for diggers.
We are also not in ADA compliance; most corners do not have wheelchair access. I have a very difficult time taking my friend Stanley
out in his wheelchair. We have to use the street, and you know what a bumpy ride that is. We also have many unwalkable sidewalks as
the wrong type of trees was planted years ago and the walks are jacked up like steps in some places. If repairs are being made right
there these should be corrected at the same time.
Maybe things will get better in May, let us pray.

DUES RENEWAL : Help Us Get A Leg Up
On The New Year
by Chris Costello
Dues are an important part of the organization in that they
offset the cost for the newsletter and provide us with the
working capital to put on the events we have throughout the
year, as well as underwriting projects such our blight program.
We are always looking for ways to save money and time so
that our limited resources can go further. One way is to have
members pay their dues by January so we do not have to incur
the expense of stamped return envelopes and extra newsletter
postage. We are asking members to renew before January by
one of two methods.
1. If you have no changes to your contact information that
includes your telephone number and email address, simply cut
out your mailing label and return it to us with your dues by one
of the methods below.

2. If you have changes to your contact information which
includes your telephone number and email address, simply cut
out your mailing label, annotate your corrections/additions on
the mailing label and return it us with your dues by one of the
methods below.
3. Renew online at www.faubourgmarigny.org
The 2010 dues rates are:
Individual - $15
Individual Senior (65+) - $5
Household (2+ individuals) - $20,
Senior Household (2+ seniors) - $10
Business - $25
You can mail your renewal to our post office box (listed below),
drop it off or mail it to 535 Mandeville St, 2020 Burgundy St or
bring it to a general meeting. (The next one is 4/19.) We
appreciate your support.
FMIA
535 Mandeville St
New Orleans, LA 70117

_____________________________________________________________________
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NO MORE BLIGHT - Join Us in Our Fight
by Alexandre Vialou, Blight Committee
What are the city’s housing requirements? While we are in the process of contacting delinquent homeowners and waiting for Code
Enforcement to resume its normal hearing operation, I’d like in this month’s column to highlight some key points from the city’s housing
requirements.
_All wood surfaces on the outside of the house need to be painted or covered with a protective treatment.
_Space underneath a raised house must be free of debris.
_The exterior walls must be free from large holes […] and must prevent water and wind from entering the house.
_Roof drains, gutters and downspouts must be in good repair and cannot be blocked.
_Yards cannot have weeds or grass taller than 18 inches.
_Owners must maintain their sidewalks.
_You must not have inoperative or unlicensed vehicles on your property except in an enclosed space.
For more information please check Code Enforcement Resident’s Resource Guide
http://www.cityofno.com/Portals/CodeEnforcement/portal.aspx .
As a reminder of the problem blight is in our neighborhood, check out these properties that are in horrible state of neglect:

House at the corner of Burgundy and
Marigny. Cited as Demolition by Neglect.

2613 Royal Street. Finally guilty after 4 hearings.
For sale.

You can help us monitor abandoned or blighted properties in our neighborhood by sending us pictures showing evidence of neglect at
the following email address: blight@faubourgmarigny.org. You can also find out the status of a property by contacting us at the same
email (or directly at the Code Enforcement website: www.cityofno.com/Portals/CodeEnforcement/portal.aspx .

_______________________________________________________________
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
By Donna Wakeman
I’d like to introduce myself as the new editor for this newsletter. I’m a Louisiana native who returned in 2006 after 35 years in
Connecticut. I suppose the moral is “once a Louisianan, always a Louisianan”.
When I decided to permanently live in New Orleans, I looked all over town for a place to call home. My criteria was parking availability
(after living in the Quarter, a must), ability to walk or bike to most everything I need (we MUST get a good grocery store), and a friendly,
welcoming neighborhood. Needless to say, I wound up in Faubourg Marigny.
In order to become more involved in my neighborhood, I volunteered to work for the FMIA. The people I’ve met are warm and
welcoming. I urge all who haven’t yet volunteered to do so; become part of your neighborhood, especially if you can write and are
inquisitive. We need reporters!
Please feel free to contact me with any issues you have, whether they’ve been covered in the newsletter or not. I welcome letters to the
editor, and want the newsletter to reflect the neighborhood as well as the activities of FMIA. Reach me at editor@faubourgmarigny.org.

_____________________________________________________________________
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By Eva Campos
The ReUse District is very excited to welcome two new members to the District. Sidearm Gallery (www.sidearmgallery.org) is a
community-based, not-for-profit gallery located in the St. Roch neighborhood. Many of Sidearm’s exhibits and performances
incorporate found and reused materials. Trouser House has also recently joined The ReUse District, and we are very excited to have
them on board. Trouser House (www. trouserhouse.wordpress.com) is an urban farm and gallery which just opened on St. Claude
Avenue. Trouser House not only aims to raise awareness about the importance of nutrition and contemporary art in everyday life, but
their garden and exhibits are all composed of reclaimed material. More information about The ReUse District and its members can be
found at www.thereusedistrict.org.
The Sports Barber Shop located at 2433 St Claude Ave is looking for barbers. Stop by or call 504.231.8529
The old Henry’s Bakery space is for rent, a great location for a restaurant or any food sales. Call 504-232-4348
Located at 3232 N. Galvez, the Entergy Innovation Center (EIC) opened in July 2009 with a mission to spur entrepreneurship in the
upper 9th ward. Free access to the internet, computer training and business coaching services are offered in the EIC’s technology
center. Free art classes are available to children aged 6 – 11 years on Saturdays. The EIC is home to M. Francis Gallery (art gallery),
Unlimited Communications (utility bill payment service & cell phone retailer) and Lollipop Boutique (children’s shoes). Entergy
Innovation Center is funded by Idea Village, a New Orleans organization that nurtures start-up businesses. The Idea Village will host
New Orleans Entrepreneur Week March 20-27, 2010. More info at: www.ideavillage.org
Mark your calendar for around 7pm on the second Saturday of March, and every month for the St. Claude Gallery Walk! You can start
at St. Claude and Mazant at the Good Children Gallery and people will point you on from there.

MARIGNY GREEN
By Deborah Oppenheim

Marigny Green
needs a logo

Interested in creating a logo for Marigny Green? If so,please submit a drawing that can be
reproduced for black and white and/or color that is not bigger than 5” x 7”. The logo will be
reproduced on all Marigny Green’s literature and merchandise. The competition will be
juried by art professionals. The winner will receive recognition and a lot of swag.
th

The deadline for submission is March 24 by midnight. Submit your work electronically to deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org and or mail
to P.O. Box 77080 NOLA 70177.
For more information contact Deborah at deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org.

_________________________________________________________
______________________________________________
Meet The Neighbors Night
By Chris Costello
Thank you to Tomatillos for being the host to the February Meet
the Neighbors night. Due to the Saints’ victory parade the event
was cancelled so we could all celebrate. Tomatillos will be
rescheduled in the coming months.
Come meet your neighbors and socialize with your fellow Marigny residents at our Meet the Neighbors night. We are on our second
year of monthly Meet the Neighbors night social and it keeps getting better.
Our next installment will be on May 11th. Check our website for current location and time.
Stop by, support our local businesses and enjoy your neighborhood and neighbors!

____________________________________________________________________
Next General Meeting March 15, 2010

Next Board Meeting April 7, 2010
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DINING OUT by Donna Wakeman
SuhkoThai
1913 Royal St.
(504) 948-9309

Lunch
Tuesday-Friday
11:30am to 2:30pm
Dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
5:30pm to 10:00pm

I asked my friend Linda to join me for my March dining review, and let her
pick the place. She voted for SuhkoThai, and I was pleased to agree, as I
hadn’t been there in a long time. I loved the food when the two Thai
women ran the place, and greatly enjoyed it this time around.

Linda and I shared a wonderful appetizer, Shrimp in a Pouch, with shrimp
still firm and moist wrapped in a crispy wonton wrap. The sauce that
accompanied it had just the right amount of sweetness to it to complement
the shrimp. For entrees, I chose the Green Curry with Sea Scallops from
the menu and Linda had the Ginger Duck special. The food is fresh and
cooked just right, with vegetables still a little crunchy (which is how I like them). My curry was lovely, with plump scallops,
although it could have had a stronger coconut flavor to my taste. Linda ventured out with her selection, never having
eaten duck in a restaurant before. The duck was tender, the snow peas crisp and the flavor was very good. Again, the
ginger flavor was very mild, and the dish could have benefited from more. A word of caution, their scale of spiciness is
much higher than mine. If I got the medium that I requested, I can’t imagine the hot (but that didn’t stop me from eating it
all).
The atmosphere is stylishly casual and relaxed, and the wait staff friendly and attentive. Our waiter was knowledgeable
and helpful with the menu. The restaurant is BYOB, and has a corkage fee of $5.00. Reservations are rarely necessary,
but recommended when the weather is good and the town is full. The one new thing I learned, to my delight, is that
SuhkoThai does free delivery to the Quarter and Marigny

________________________________________________________________
Tips from MARIGNY GREEN
from the Marigny Green Committee
Heloise has been sharing her hints for cleaning with natural products for years, including baking
soda, vinegar, salt, castile soap and lemon juice. For example:

mix baking soda with castile soap for a gentle scrub

pour baking soda down the drain with some vinegar to clear clogs

use vinegar to polish chrome and shine glass

use lemon juice and salt to remove rust stains and many others.
For more suggestions go to www.care2.com/greenliving
Using natural products is very earth-friendly and saves money and shelf space as well.

__________________________________________________________________
CORRECTION
In the February edition of Les Amis de Marigny , the article Meeting the Candidates stated, ““The only candidate for Civil District Court
Judge to attend, Paula Brown…”, which was in error. Stephen N. Chesnut, also a candidate for that office, did in fact attend and
address the meeting. He detailed how his education, experience and background qualified him for office. We regret the omission and
express our apologies.

_____________________________________________________________________
CLARIFICATION
FMIA General Meeting Minutes; January 17, 2010 7:30 PM.” Under the subsection entitled “Speakers (Candidates),” it listed “5.
Stephen Chesnut candidate for Civil District.” The word “Judge” should have appeared after “Civil District.”

Questions? Need Info? Call: (888) 312-0812

Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org
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THE BYWATER BARK MARKET
Saturday March 20, 2010
The FOURTH Bywater Bark Market will be held in conjunction with
the monthly Bywater Art Market. From 10am-4pm (note new start
time!), pet professionals and rescue groups will be on hand to offer
adoptions, a low-cost vaccination clinic ($15 for pit bulls and $45 all
other breeds), a dog wash, day care and grooming
facilities, pet cremation and burial services, pet
accessories and foods, pet portraits and much more! In
addition, the regular Bywater Art Market artists will
showcase animal-themed art and products.
A voluntary $3 donation for admission is requested, and refreshments
will be available. Leashed dogs are welcome at the market!! Proceeds
of this Bark Market will benefit The Sula Foundation, The Sula
Foundation is dedicated to fostering responsible pit bull ownership
through low-cost veterinary clinics, education and advocacy.
www.sulafoundation.org <http://www.sulafoundation.org/>
Markey Park, Royal St. @ Piety, 9447900.www.BywaterArtMarket.com

____________________________________
FMIA BOARD MEETING MINUTES –
February 3, 2010
Board members Present: Chris Costello, Reg Medellin, Ron
Petty, Ken Caron, Gretchen Bomboy Gene Cizek, Eva
Campos, and Deborah Oppenheim.
The meeting began at 7pm.
Guests: Donna Wakeman, Newsletter Editor and Sam
Armstrong, Newsletter Business Manager.
Comment:
Ken said people are reading the newsletters. He dropped 75
off to 2 coffee shops and NOAC and the next day they were
gone. The Newsletter Committee will discuss distribution.
There is a list of businesses where the newsletters should be
dropped.
Announcements:
th
1. Meet the Neighbors: Feb 9 is scheduled at Tomatillo’s.
Administration
1. Approvals by emails: none
2. Approval of minutes from 1/6 Board and 1 /18 General
meetings. Chris moved that we approve minutes from the
approved version and corrections can be made if necessary
Second: Gene Vote: Unanimous
3. Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer reported that money was
collected for dues, Elysian Fleas, and newsletter ads. Eva
reminded everyone that she needs receipts for expenditures by
the end of the month in which they occurred.
4. Committee reports:
a. Newsletter Committee: Orchids: Department of Sanitation,
Ms. Veronia White for the clean –up after Krewe du Vieux ,
Krewe du Vieux for working with FMIA to make a wonderful
night of entertainment, Newsletter Committee Staff, Rick for
the historic map in kind donation. Onions: Taggers who are
destroying property (cont. next page)

Next General Meeting March 15, 2010
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Newsletter
Special Projects
Volunteer
Walking Tour
Washington Square
Park
Web Site

For comments email info@faubourgmarigny.org.
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a.
b.

c.

d.

(from page 9)
b. Newsletter Report: The Board has to approve any major
positions of the Newsletter Committee. Ron moved to approve
Donna Wakeman, as Editor and Sam Armstrong, Business
Manager to the Newsletter Committee Second: Gene Vote:
th
Unanimous. Ron said the deadline for March is February 19 .
Donna wants to have HOT TOPIC on the front page and would
like to eliminate the index. Suggestions were made for the Hot
Topic which included the award ceremony for the Marigny at
th
the APA conference in New Orleans April 10-13 . Other
members of the Newsletter Committee are Brenda Martin,
Layout; Linda Belou, Distribution; Angela Carll, Ads and Russel
Deroche, Labels. Chris asked to be removed from the
Newsletter Committee. Gene moved that the President is
removed from the Newsletter Committee Second: Ken Vote:
Unanimous.
b. Washington Square Park: We previously approved the
purchase of benches and trash cans and researching prices. It
is time to spray for buck moths. Ken moved to spend $1500 for
spraying the trees in Washington Square Park for buck moths.
Second: Gretchen Vote: Unanimous.
c. Marigny Green: Deborah mentioned that the group from
AmeriCorps needed additional service hours. We have many
projects that could use volunteers. Chris moved that Deborah
looks into AmeriCorps for volunteers. Second: Reg Vote:
Unanimous. Deborah asked to purchase Marigny Green as a
domain name. Chris moved that we purchase Marigny
Green.org for $10 a year as a domain name. Second: Reg
Vote: Unanimous.
d. HOME TOUR: FMIA’s Annual Home and Garden Tour is
th
May 16 featuring the rectangle. Reg will present and submit
a budget at the next board meeting.
Projects
Reinventing the Crescent: We need to regroup with the
attorney.
RDO for 2300 Chartres Street: There has been pressure on
reworking the RDO. Chris will meet with the RDO Committee
to finalize a list of properties as well as researching needed
information.
Walgreens: Walgreens said they are still trying to get through
the city process. We will meet with our attorney to create the
CEA.
APA Presentation: As winners of the American Planning
Association, top ten neighborhoods, New Orleans is hosting
th
the APA conference on April 10 – 13 and FMIA’s
th
presentation is scheduled for April 11 . Our tentative idea is to
have the presentation at Washington Square Park, followed by
a walking tour with a few open houses. Gene, Lloyd, and Chris
are organizing the walking tour. This is a very important event
and if you are interested in volunteering, please contact Ron at
ronp@faubourgmarigny.org.

e.

PRC: Sellabration will be handled by Reg Medellin.
Issues
a. 508 Frenchmen St: It appears to be a club.
New business:
1. Projects
2. Issues
3. Events
4. Other
a. Noise Ordinance: The group for the noise ordinance asked for a
letter for support. Chris moved that we support the ordinance but
something’s need to be worked out for our neighborhood. Second:
Ken Vote: Unanimous
b. French Quarter/Marigny District (only 8 blocks in the Marigny )
Chris spoke to Rep Brossett to introduce legislation to take us out
of this. The French Quarter/Marigny (8 blocks) meeting is the first
Monday of every month from 11 – 1 in the French Quarter. We all
could take turns attending the meeting. The next meeting will be
st
Monday, March 1 .
c. Ron met with Maureen Steffeck and she will be glad to help with
the Volunteer Coordinator’s position. One of the things she said:
We do not have email addresses for all of the volunteers. She
suggested inviting all the volunteers to a volunteer gathering.
d. 2242 ST. Claude Ave: A letter was sent.
Unresolved issues (if there is time):
1. Projects
a. Visibility of Marigny:
1). Banners – Images
2). Welcome Sign: Gretchen said that the sign was too much
money. She asked Stephen to do some other designs.
Gretchen sent some photos of other examples. He is working
on that.
b. Riverfront Alliance: No status
c. AIDS Memorial: Chris will contact them.
d. Historic markers: Gene said that there is a technique that can
get rid of the letters. We will research this information and the
cost.
e. Board Member responsibilities: No status
f. Master Plan: No status
g. Marigny Advertising/Brochure/T-shirt ideas: No status
h. Crime Collaborative: No status
th
i. 5 District Staffing: No status
j. Policy for emails that deal with Crime Alerts and Forwarding
Information: No status
k. Office Space: No status
l. Art in WSP Guidelines / CEA with Park & Parkways: No status
m. Block Captains: No status
n. Business Directory: No status
o. Homeless Services: No status
p. Infill Development: No status
Meeting ended at 9:00pm

_____________________________________________________________________
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This is the fourth in a series of

drawings to show the rich architectural
inventory of Faubourg Marigny. I will
be featuring drawings from my
sketchbook of Bernard de Marigny's
historic neighborhood. Eventually, it
will become a coloring book to teach
children and adults how “to read" a
building by type and style and identify
its components. The houses illustrated
will represent what I consider the best
examples in Marigny. It is my hope
that this will aid in a better
understanding of architecture and
foster a love for old buildings and
demonstrate the importance of historic
preservation.
Lloyd Sensat
Sun Oak in Faubourg Marigny
Feb. 2010
Creole Porte-Cochere Townhouse (17901840)
By Eugene Cizek & Lloyd Sensat
This house type is entered from the street by a broad carriage way or Porte-Cochere. Such carriage ways were generally
paved with brick or flagstone and led into a rear courtyard with service buildings. The carriage way creates a long tunnel
through which air was drawn into the courtyards creating an "air-conditioning" effect. Originally, the courtyard was an
outdoor living and work space. Some houses had two courtyards so that the different functions could be separated, often
by the service building. The earlier landscape would be more of a Creole texture garden with the more formal parterre like
designs preferred at the later dates. The romantic courtyard with fountains and exotic tropical foliage became an image
more popular in the early 20th Century and often inspired by the work of pioneer preservation architect, Richard Koch.

Creole Porte-Cochere House at 1428 Royal
by Eugene Cizek & Lloyd Sensat
There real examples of porte-cochere houses in Faubourg Marigny. Most were located near Esplanade Avenue:
1413, 1418, & 1436Chartres, 2111 & 2119 Decatur, 411 Frenchmen, 2231 Royal and 625 Marigny streets. Such
houses were two, three, or four stories in height.
The house at 1428 Royal is a fine example of this house type. It is a three story plastered masonry town house
with delicate wrought iron balconies, garde de fris and a porte cochere. Many of the houses had scored plaster
facades to imitate classic stone details. Originally three six over twelve double hung windows at each level
opened to the balconies. At the third floor one of the windows has been bricked in. The two first floor front
room openings may have been french doors or with one window as shown. The drawing portrays the house in a
restored condition. (cont. next page)
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(from page 11)
The house was built circa 1838 when the heirs of J. Cheyron sold the lot to Julie Duralde Clay, widow of John
Clay. Mrs. Clay retained the house until her death in 1861 when it was sold. Subsequently the house passed into
the ownership of various distinguished Creole families: Alfred Soniat-Dufossat, Joseph Duvigneaud, Edward
Bermudez and Stephen Brulard. Living next door at 1424 Royal was the widow Azele Lombard, who owned
the famed Lombard Plantation at 3933 Chartres.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
Yours Truly in a Swamp

By Leonard Earl Johnson

New Orleans Mardi Gras 2010
******
"I've always depended on the kindness of strangers," wrote
Tennessee Williams (A Streetcar Named Desire). FEMA need not
take a bow. New Orleans survived by such kindness long before the
great hurricanes of 2005.
Ever since politicians pulled themselves off their Good
Books, whisky and whores long enough to build us a
workable airport, tourists have flown through the air of Big
Swamp City like Carnival beads over Canal Street
***
Since the storms of '05 we have had lean tourist years and
somber shopkeeper faces. Not this year.
First tourists came yelling, "What'a Bout Them Saints!"
Now they join in The City's traditional chorus of, "Throw

Questions? Need Info? Call: (888) 312-0812

me something, mister!" They are here in great number for
this Carnival and God bless them for it.
Nothing is as good as Carnival. Not even the "What'a
Bouts" (formerly the "Who Dats"), good as they are.
The National Football League says they own the words
"Who dat" and we must pay a royalty to use them. So, for
now, our millionaire Saints will have to be known as the
"What'a Bouts." As in, "What'a bout them Saints?"
This is like the old joke about copyrighting a musical note
so that every one who then hits high-c will owe me. Give
me a break! Louisiana has been saying "dat" and "who"
for longer than the N. F. L. or the What'a Bouts have
existed. If anything, the N. F. L. owes the Louisiana
language and us a royalty. (cont. next page)
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(from page 12)
One more turn round the dance floor, Captain?
The What'a Bout's win makes us feel a whole lot more like
"dat who" we were. Carnival cinched the deal. Carnival is
the defining ingredient that makes New Orleans New
Orleans.

Captain - The leader of each Mardi Gras organization.

"Dat, and da port," L. A. Norma said, in dialect, while
blowing Camel Cigarette smoke over a pile of glittering
Carnival beads piled on the sidewalk outside the old
pâtisserie, Croissant d'Or in "da Quarters."

Doubloons - These are coin-like objects bearing some
Krewe's insignia on one side and the parade's theme on
the reverse. Doubloons were first introduced in 1960 and
created by New Orleans artist H. Alvin Sharpe.

Welcome home pilgrims. Mardi Gras, the celebration of
celebrations uncensored and unlicensed is for the people
and by the people. So show me ...
"Maybe the taxpayers should build New Orleans Carnival
an arena," Norma said. "They did in Rio de Janeiro."
Brazilian Carnival, like ours, is built around good times
(mainly sex, drugs and rock'n roll, but also the samba). In
1984 they built something called the Sambadrome for their
samba dance/parades.

Favor - This is a personalized souvenir, given by
organization members to friends attending the ball.

Tourism is a cultural exchange
There will be many a Yankee trader awakening at home
next week with moss-stuffed voodoo dolls sitting
bewilderingly atop their desks. They come dancing off
their airplanes to our musicians, our chefs, and our artists.
Then they dance all the way back home with our tunes and
slang ringing in their ears, not the N. F. L.'s!
We show them our "dis and dats," and they fill our hotels
with bead-catching, flesh-flashing, credit-card-slinging
kind strangers who have come to Town to pay our bills
and laugh at our jokes.
"Ever hear the one about the tourist who ate their paper
bag at Antoine's?"
***
For all Carnival celebrants the following terms are
important for understanding the greatest show you may
ever see, MARDI GRAS 2010 in New Orleans!
Ball (tableau ball) - This is a masked party featuring, as
entertainment, the performance of scenes representing a
specific theme.
Boeuf Gras - The fatted bull or ox symbolizes the last meat
eaten before the Lenten season of fasting (the live ox
presented in the Rex parade was replaced in 1959 by a
paper-mâché version). Boeuf Gras is one of the most
photographed sights at Mardi Gras.

Court - The king, queen, maids and dukes of each Mardi
Gras organization. There is a hierarchy here culminating in
Rex. However, no court or krewe is more important than
the one you are in.

Invitation - This is a non-transferable printed request for
attendance at a Mardi Gras ball.
King Cake - This is an oval, sugared cake with a plastic
baby doll hidden inside. The person who finds the doll is
crowned "king" and buys the next colorful cake and gives
the next party. The King Cake season opens on Kings Day,
January 6.
Krewe - This is the generic term for all carnival
organizations and clubs in New Orleans. Greek, Roman
and Egyptian mythology are the sources for nearly half the
krewe names. Some clubs are named after
neighborhoods, while others are named after historical
figures or places. Clubs are chartered by The City as nonprofit entities and are financed by dues, by the sale of
krewe-emblemed merchandise to members (who give
them as favors) and by fund-raising projects.
(Mardi Gras krewes are often involved in charity work. But
not much.)
Lundi Gras - French for Fat Monday (Mardi Gras is "Fat
Tuesday"). From 1897 to 1917, the day before Mardi Gras
was celebrated by the arrival of Rex (king) aboard a
steamboat. The custom was revived in 1987.
Throws - These are inexpensive souvenirs tossed from
floats (since around 1871) by costumed and masked krewe
members in response to traditional calls of, "Throw me
something, mister!" These "throws" include doubloons,
plastic cups and beads with and without krewe emblem.
Ash Wednesday - The day after Mardi Gras and the
beginning of the Lenten fasting season.
Hangover - You know this one. Most appropriate for Ash
Wednesday.
Copyright, 2010, Leonard Earl Johnson
For more of L. E. J.'s Yours Truly in a Swamp go to
www.LEJ.org

________________________________________________________________
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STAND UP AND BE COUNTED
By Donna Wakeman
Once again, it is time to stand up and be counted. The decennial (every 10 years) census will kick off with census ballots hand
nd
delivered to homes the 2 week of March. Completed forms, containing only 10 questions, should be returned by mail starting
April 1, 2010.
It is important to our city and our neighborhood that we all return completed forms. The results of the census gives political
representation to EVERYONE not just people who fill out the census form. Also, Federal dollars are distributed based on the
population count for services like education, transportation, health care and job training. With the population loss due to
Katrina, it is more important than ever to participate in the census.
Activities planned to increase awareness and participation include:








March 3 Census Exhibit at the UNO Library, 2 floor
March (TBA)- Native American Census Concert
nd
March 22 Census at the Hornets Game
th
March 27 - Urban League School Expo- Census in Schools
March 28 Census Sunday
st
April 1 Census Day
rd
rd
April 3 Unity Walk Unity Walk (Apr. 3 )



____________________________________________________________

rd
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Care to Repair: Finding Homeowner
Window Workshops
from The National Trust for Historic

Preservation

For Those who Love the Ballet . . .
By Arin Adkins
The New Orleans Ballet Association is celebrating its 40th
Anniversary this spring. The Ruby Gala des Etoiles will be on
Saturday April 17th at the Mahalia Jackson Theater of the Performing
Arts. Super-stars of international ballet will be featured, including
principal and etoile dancers from the American Ballet Theatre, the
New York City Ballet, the Royal Ballet of London, the Paris Opera
Ballet and the San Francisco Ballet. These performances will make
this one of the most spectacular nights in New Orleans dance history.

Nothing speaks to the character of an older or
historic home better than its original windows.
However, when faced with tough decisions about
upping their property's energy efficiency, too
many homeowners today are opting for ill-fitting
and under-performing replacements. Whether
you're bracing from cold or preparing for heat, the
National Trust for Historic Preservation wants to
make sure you're in the loop about the many
window repair workshops that are being offered
across the country. Check out our weatherization
guide for a new calendar we've designed to track
how-to programs on windows and beyond, and
stay tuned as we add more events.
Search for homeowner how-to workshops in your
area.
>>
<http://my.preservationnation.org/site/R?i=bpUm
3i1OQjhcp28Z2xOCcw..>

Following the performance, 300 sponsoring patrons will enjoy an
evening of fine dining and entertainment. Chef Donald Link, of
Herbsaint, Cochon and Butcher restaurants will present a threecourse dinner. Jeremy Davenport will bring music and dancing to
those in attendance. This special program will actually occur on the
stage of the Mahalia Jackson Theater, and will include much more
than can be described here.
If you are interested in attending the performance, and or being a
sponsor patron, please contact the New Orleans Ballet Association
for details and ticket information.
Their website is
www.nobadance.com, and their phone number is (504) 522-0996.
As a gala committee member, I am seeking one donation for the
silent auction. If you have a piece of art work, jewelry, or restaurant,
spa, service or other high-end contribution or gift-certificate, please
contact me at arinadkins@gmail.com. All proceeds will benefit the
NOBA. The donation will be publicized and greatly appreciated.
_____________________________________________________

ORCHIDS






To Rick Fiefield for getting copies of the 1906 Sanborne
maps. If you’d like to check out your address, please
contact the office.
To Veronica White, Dept of Sanitation for cleaning up after Krewe du Vieux.
To the Newsletter Staff for stepping up to the plate.
To everyone who got out and voted; participation is the key to a great neighborhood and a great city.

ONIONS



To those who deface property with their graffiti and tags.
To dog owners who fail to clean up after their pets.
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General Meeting - Monday, 3/15/ 2010
Meet the Neighbors Night – Tuesday, 3/9/2010
Address Service Requested.

Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the
Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association.
Content, editorials and opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its
Board or its members. Contents of Les Amis de
Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint any
of the newsletter (including photographs and
original artwork) must be obtained from the editor
and/or byline columnist.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions
including editorial and advertising content. Send
contributions to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080,
NOLA 70177 or newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.
The deadline is the 7th of each month. To advertise in
the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.
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