www.faubourgmarigny.org

Volume 37, No. 7

August 2009

Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live, work and play

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUGUST
General Meeting 8/17
6:30 Pot Luck * 7:15 Meeting
2624 Burgundy St

SEPTEMBER
Board Meeting 9/2
6:30 pm * Location TBD
General Meeting 9/21
6:30 Pot Luck * 7:15 Meeting
2624 Burgundy St

OCTOBER
Board Meeting 10/7
6:30 pm * Location TBD
3rd Annual Walking Tour/
Art Market/Kids Area
10/11 * 10 am – 4 pm
Washington Square Park
General Meeting 10/19
6:30 Pot Luck * 7:15 Meeting
2624 Burgundy St

Nominations Meeting
Monday 8/17

Meet the Neighbors

Speakers: Recovery School District
about Colton School renovation; NOPD
Homeless Assistance Unit; Renovation
Plans for Washington Square Park

2nd Tuesday * 6:30 pm
See website for location

NONPAC MEETINGS
5th District
nd
2 Wednesday * 7 pm
2372 St. Claude Ave
8th District
2 Thursday * 5:30 pm
1001 Toulouse
nd

St. Claude Avenue
Main Street Meetings
2372 St. Claude Ave
Call 616-7637

Upper 9th Ward
Green Market

Saturdays * 1 - 4 pm
3820 St. Claude Ave
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President’s Report
By Chris Costello
July was a nice break from the normal cycle. Without a
general meeting and newsletter we had time to focus on
the organization of the organization. After over a year of
work we now have job descriptions for our board. This will
go a long way in helping us divvy up tasks and find help
where help is needed. Thank you to Ron Petty for moving
this effort forward. In addition to the job descriptions, we
have also a visitor’s policy which clearly defines the rights
of members and guests at our meetings. We have always
been an open organization and this document will ensure
we will continue be so while protecting the board from ill
intentioned visitors.
I am happy to report that we have raised our share of the
$20,000 for our matching fund! Efforts like these make me
proud to be a part of a neighborhood that works together
for our common good. Congratulations to all and thank
you to Julian Mutter Doerr for the generous contribution.
Now that we have attained our goal we have the fun task
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of spending it on projects to help beautify our
neighborhood. We are looking for ideas. (more page 4)
We also have some good news on Cold Storage. The Port
has rescinded the “it’s a done deal” stance to “nothing is a
done deal” and commenting that they are looking at
alternate locations. We are not out of the woods yet. Until
the Port removes this location from consideration or until
they find a new location we will continue on course
educating the public on the poor selection for this plant.
(more pg 2)
St. Claude Main Street is moving forward with the plan
that was developed by the MIT Urban Planning students.
They are looking for people to help by being on the board
or volunteering for one of the four committees. We have
never been so close to making a real difference on St.
Claude Avenue. Please get involved. (more pg 3)
The Recovery School District is in the planning stages to
bring Colton School back as a pre-k and grade school.
They are looking for input on the renovation plans to
include traffic patterns. This is great news and we
encourage everyone, especially those with children to put
their two cents in. (more pg 2)
As an all volunteer organization we need people to get
involved to move our neighborhood forward. Our August
meeting is our nomination meeting for the board. We
realize that not everyone has the time to commit to such a
task but there are many ways to give back to the
community through the organization. We invite you to get
involved and work on something you have a passion for or
just help out when needed. (more pg 6)
I would like to thank Maureen Steffek, Linda Belou and
Alex Vialou for volunteering their time to help out in the
office. It has been a huge help. Thank you!
As we finish off the summer months and prepare for the
end of the year and our fall events we hope that people
will commit to becoming more involved. As an
organization we are only as strong as our membership. It
will take all of us sharing our ideas and helping make them
a reality that will keep the Marigny a great place to live,
work and play.

The New New Orleans Master Plan
We are still awaiting the second draft of the land use
plan and the first draft of the comprehensive zoning
ordinance.
We will keep you posted as these plans take shape.

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

Colton School
Renovation
The Recovery School District (RSD) held two
meetings in July to get feedback from the community
on the renovation of Colton School. The plan is to
bring two schools back. One would be a pre-k school
and the other a grade school. At the time of the
meeting the Recovery School District did not know if
these would be charter schools or regular public
schools and as such did not have any specifics on
curriculum.
At the meeting the architects described the
renovation plan for the school to bring it up to code.
Of major concern was the traffic flow to and from the
school of the students as well as service vehicles.
Some people also raised concern about replacing
the auditorium with a gymnasium.
The RSD will be making a presentation at our August
meeting. If you are interested please attend. Also,
please let your neighbors know about this meeting.

We Did It!
$20,000 for Projects
Thank you to the generous donations of many and to the
matching donation from Julian Mutter Doerr. Without
both we would not have $20,000 for projects in our
neighborhood.
That was the hard part. Now for the fun part. What should
we do? Some of the money we raise will be used in to
repair our park. New benches and trash cans, working
drinking fountains, and a working gate at Dauphine and
Frenchmen are on the list. Any other ideas?
We will be discussing ways to use the money at our next
meeting. Please come and share your thoughts.
If you have not had a chance to donate we are still
accepting money so we may do even more to make our
park and neighborhood beautiful. Any and all donations
are appreciated and tax deductible.
Donations should be made payable to FMIA with the
words matching fund on the memo line and sent to PO
BOX 770080, New Orleans LA 70177. Thanks!

Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org
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Meet The Neighbors Night
Thank you to Marigny Perks for hosting our July event.
There was a nice turn out of new faces and always great
to see familiar ones.
Come meet your neighbors and socialize with your fellow
Marigny residents at our Meet the Neighbors night. We
are on our second year of monthly Meet the Neighbors
night social and it keeps getting better.
th

Our next installment will be on September 8 at Marie’s
Bar (2483 Burgundy St.). Check our website for location
and time of future events.

By Greta Gladney
Vendor Highlights
Mauthe Dairy: Creamline milk, Creole cream cheese,
mozzarella and feta.
Kansas Family Farm: Broccoli, Green, Onions,
Cauliflower, Cabbage from Plaquemines Parish.
Helen Krieger: Fresh herbs, rosemary, mint, dill,
lavender, and Kombucha.
LaLouisiane: Whole wheat bran, 7-grain, sugar-free
sliced bread, and olive bread
April Montgomery: Tupperware Sale, 40% off containers
and gadgets, king cake candles.
Timmy Perriloux: Greens, turnips, mustards, kale.

Stop by, support our local businesses and enjoy your
neighborhood and neighbors!

4TH Annual Walking Tour,
Art Market, Music & Kid’s Area
th

By Eva Campos, Interim Main Street Manager
St. Claude Ave Main Street is expanding the board. We are
having a meeting with board prospects on August 18th at Scott
Management on St Claude. If you know someone interested in
joining please call us 504.616.7637.
Operation Clean Sweep is underway to make St Claude graffiti
free. We are asking that if you see graffiti to contact either
Operation Clean Sweep or the St Claude Ave Main Street Office
at 504.616.7637.
Work on our new website is underway and will be rolled out
soon. In the meantime we are posting on Facebook, check us out
at http://tiny.cc/GCrod.
St Claude Main Street is working in alliance with the FMIA to
eradicate blight in our neighborhood. SCMS is aggressively
going after properties that are blighted and have received
positive feedback from some owners. We will keep working on
the rest.

Next Board Meeting: September 3

We are two months away from our 4 Annual Walking
Tour. We are in the planning stages and need your help.
As with our Home and Garden Tour we need volunteers to
help plan the event as well as volunteers to help the day
of the event.
The planning committees are: Volunteer * Art Market *
Walking Tour * Brochure * Music * PR/Media *
Photography * Site Logistics * Sales Logistics * Kids
Areas.
Day of the event volunteers serve a two hour shift of their
choice and help with tasks for the day. They also get a
free ticket to the tour.
If you are interested in volunteering out please contact
Reg Medellin at 504 220-7975.

Natural Foods Store
In The Marigny
The New Orleans Food Co-op (NOFC) is
continuing to grow but still needs members.
Take a moment to let your friends know about the Food Co-op
and ask them to join. Membership applications can be
downloaded from their website at www.nolafoodcoop.org.

Next General Meeting: August 18

more unified front in our efforts to find a more suitable
location for this plant and protecting our historic districts.

No Cold NOLA Fundraiser
Our efforts to fight this issue took thousands of volunteer
hours to get the word out and thousands of dollars for
those things we could not get donated. We need to raise
money to pay for all our hard costs and build a reserve so
we may continue educating people about this issue.
Thank you to everyone who answered our call to write,
call and email our elected leaders. It was this act along
with the all the signs and banners that brought this issue
to the forefront for our elected leaders and caused a stir
up in Baton Rouge and at the Governor’s Office.
We have not heard anything from the Port about this issue
(they have not responded to our emails) but the fact that
this project was deferred at the last two Port Board
meetings suggests that we have their attention.
The Port has come out to say that “nothing is a done deal”
and they are looking at alternate locations. Our hope is
that we can assist them in making that a reality. However,
until we hear that they have released the Governor
Nicholls/Esplanade Wharf from consideration we will
continue to fight. Our next step will be broadcasting to
mass media to reach a larger target audience.
Please continue to talk about this issue with friends and
family. And if you do not have a yard sign please consider
displaying one. We also have t-shirts for $10 in M, L and
XL.
For t-shirts and signs please call Eva at 444-8313.
Poison Port T-shirts Are IN!
Our lime green shirts in and are only $10. If you want one
but have not signed up let us know how many you want.
Call Eva at 504 444-8313
French Quarter Citizens (FQC) Board OPPOSES Cold
Storage
The Board of French Quarter Citizens voted to on July 13
to “oppose(s) the cold storage facility as currently
proposed.” We salute the Board for its work in protecting
the French Quarter and its efforts to listen to its
membership.
We are glad that we now have the support of both French
Quarter groups in addition to our Bywater neighbors for a

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

We are soliciting donations and are also in the process of
organizing a fundraiser. If you have already made a
donation, thank you. If you have not, please consider
doing so. All donations are 100% tax deductible. You can
make donations online at our website NoColdNOLA.org or
send them in to PO Box, 770080 New Orleans, LA 70177.
If you wish to receive a donation letter please make sure
to send us your address.
We need help in organizing the fundraiser. If you have
some
time
or
ideas
please
email
us
at
evac@faubourgmarigny.org.

Show Your Opposition
It is hard to miss the all the yard signs and banners that
have been put up to show support for our efforts to move
this facility to a more appropriate location. Can you put up
a yard sign or banner to show your support? You can pick
one at these following locations:
Marigny - United Hardware, 735 Elysian Fields
FQ - David’s Found Objects, 1319 Decatur
Bywater – Jesse’s , 3317 Dauphine. 343.1617
Or contact Eva at evac@faubourgmaringy.org

Marigny Green Update
By Deborah Oppenheim
Marigny
ReLight:
The
Compact
Fluorescent
Lights(CFLs) bug lights have arrived. The bug light CFLs
will only work with a covered fixture or on a porch. Photo
Cell activated porch light cannot be converted to CFLs at
this time. Marigny Relight is planning to sell the bug light
CFLs as a fundraiser. Purchasing additional CFLs bug
lights for you and your neighbors is a great way to help
our neighborhood become energy efficient. The price is
right, only $2.50 per CFL.
Contact Deborah at
deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org to reserve your free
CFLs bug light and to reserve additional CFLs bug lights.

Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org
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Marigny ReLight is a joint venture with Green Light New
Orleans. For information on Green Light New Orleans
green@greenlightneworleans.org or call Green Light New
Orleans 504-324-2429.
Marigny ReCycle: Rick Fifield personally recycles
batteries and CFLs for you. Just bring them to FMIA’s
General Meeting.
An overwhelming number of Marigny residents wanted to
reduce the negative impact that the 21 century living has
had on our neighborhood and the world. We created a
grass root environmental group named Marigny Green.
The goal of Marigny Green is to make resources and
information available on living green and inform the
residents on how to get involved in green initiatives.
Marigny Green is comprised of seven initiatives which
include ReLeaf (tree planting), RePlant (plants and
gardens), ReCycle ( batteries and CFL’s), ReLight
(energy-efficient lighting), and Transportation (promoting
safe bicycling), Enforcement, and Research and
Information. Each initiative is accomplishing its goals
through community outreach and networking with other
existing environmental groups throughout New Orleans.
We have already provided help to other neighborhood
groups who are interested in being green. If you are
interested in helping get the Marigny Green, please
contact deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org.

Yours Truly in a
Swamp
You Must
Remember This
by
Leonard Earl Johnson

"Or trade it for something by James Lee Burke," L. A.
Norma said to a young woman named K. O. We were all
standing on the marble-like floor of New Orleans' Union
Station, on Loyola Avenue, awaiting the call of our train, The
City of New Orleans.
Norma exhaled a plume of Camel cigarette smoke at the
woman. A large elderly security guard got up from his olive
green metal desk and started towards her with a yellow
plastic bucket held firmly in front of him.
Norma went on, "The Best thing about Bloomsday parties is
that none dare climb out too far on any limb of
understanding ULYSSES."
The security guard asked Norma to put her cigarette in the
yellow bucket. It contained sand, and around its outside said,
"Humeland Secority," in handmade Magic Marker printing.
The "O" was left open at the top and the "U" was closed, but
the message was clear enough.
Norma looked at him sternly and forced the offending
cigarette from her teeth's grip with the tip of her tongue,
while hardly missing a syllable of her lecture to K. O.
We were on our way to the exhibition, The Glory of Baroque
Dresden, in Jackson, Mississippi. K. O. and her boyfriend, O.
K., were on their way home to Memphis. We had met the
night before, at O'Flaherty's annual celebration of James
Joyce's obtuse novel. The bar had been very crowded -- it
being the centennial Bloomsday -- and on our waiter's
invitation the two smiled warmly and took chairs at our table.
K. O. sported purple hair, one gold nose ring, and two glass
chandelier earrings made of tiny red and green crystal
crosses. Her fellow traveler was similarly colored and
pierced, with six gold earrings in his right ear and one in the
left. They shared a secreted bottle of Courvoisier and told us
they had come to Town a few days before to read, "two short
poems," they had written for the occasion.

Next Board Meeting: September 3

Next General Meeting: August 18

"Mercifully they got drunk on the train down and lost both
poems," Norma said under her breath.
***
"The City of New Orleans, an adventure in slow motion," O.
K. said, as we boarded the train. Behind us the security guard
paraded across the marble-like floor on his way back to his
metal desk. A trail of cigarette smoke spread out behind him
like contrails over prairie.
Our train slipped passed the Superdome, gathered steam and
rocked over marsh and swamp. Then it climbed up the
ancient continental shelf and pulled into Jackson, on time.
There a quick transaction with the Conductor secured a
bedroom and extended our tickets on to Memphis.
We stayed on the train so as to laugh longer with our new
friends and their bottles of old French brandy. We ordered
iced-water, and tipped the Train Assistant to not tell anyone
we were smoking Norma's cigarettes in our cozy little cabin.
At ten o'clock, we reached Memphis. O. K. and K. O.
dropped us at the Sheraton-Peabody, on Union Avenue, in
quiet well-behaved downtown Memphis.

At home the next morning, Norma called very early to say,
"The New Orleans Museum of Art is running a Hotard bus
up to Jackson," for the sole purpose of the Dresden
exhibition. "For the price of eighty-nine dollars we can get
two meals, the bus ride and the exhibition."
"That's less than our bar bill alone on The City of New
Orleans!" she exclaimed.
I agreed, leaning my forehead on the desk next to the
telephone. I thought I could smell her cigarette smoke. I did
hear her phone click off as I fell asleep.
More Yours Truly in a Swamp at
www.LEJ.org

NO MORE BLIGHT

"The Bluff City," Norma said, "corporate headquarters of
Elvis Presley, Sun Records, Harrahs Casino, Cornerstone
Cellars, and the world famous Peabody Hotel's Marching
Ducks."
Norma recited her list while walking in deep carpeting to
elevators that led up to our rooms. There we slept a few
hours before catching a cab, and the six-fifty "City" back to
Jackson.
The hotel kitchen was closed when we arrived and still
closed when we left. Same for the famous ducks. They would
not appear again until eleven. We could not wait.
Amtrak #59, The City of New Orleans, southbound, arrived
on time. We climbed aboard and right back into bed, leaving
a wake-up call for "just-before Jackson."

JOIN US IN OUR FIGHT

***
For a second time in as many days, we arrived in Jackson on
time and once again extended our stay on the train.
"We are far too tired for the glory of either Jackson or
Dresden," Norma told our waiter. We did get up and order
lunch in the diner. Over iced-water laced with brandy, we
watched Jackson slip away behind us.
After that we slept all the way back to New Orleans tended
by, "The sons of Pullman porters and the sons of engineers . .
. aboard their father's magic carpet made of steel . . ." (From
the song, RIDING ON THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, by
Steve Goodman.)
***

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

We have made great strides in fighting blight in our
neighborhood. Of the 64 properties listed, 5 have been
brought out of blight status.
As part of our plan we have been helping the City cite
owners of blighted properties. The City made a sweep of
our neighborhood using the database of blighted
properties we have been compiling. In the near future the
Historic District’s Landmarks Commission as well as the
Environmental Health Department will be having hearings
to formally cite these owners.
This is the first step in the process which will lead to the
adjudication of the properties if the owners do not bring
their properties out of their blight status. We will announce
the dates and times of these adjudication hearings as it is
Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org
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it is important that we show a strong presence at these
hearings. The Hearing Officers need to hear how these
properties and the continued lack of their maintenance
affect our neighborhood and our lives.
Status: From 8/8 HDLC Meeting
2518 Dauphine Street – Formal Citation
536 Frenchmen Street – Formal Citation
We are keeping a running list of properties so if you know
of a property that has visible damage and/or is vacant;
please let us know so we may add them to the list. You
can e-mail us at info@faubourgmarigny.org with the
address of the property, or call us at 888-321-0812 with
the same information.

contact Gary deLeaumont at 352-8517. Our nominations
meeting is on 8/18.
Committee members are responsible for attending committee
meetings, working on projects in the respective areas and
promoting the neighborhood. Depending on the committee,
members could spend as little as 1 hour a week but your time
commitment it up to you. We have many volunteer
opportunities such as committee chairs, event coordinators and
helpers of the former two. We also need volunteers to help us
with office work and get organized If you can help in this area
please contact Eva Campos 444-8313 if you can help.

We all want to live in a safe and healthy neighborhood.
We are asking these neighbors to help us in rebuilding our
neighborhood and City by taking care of their property.

Help Make Your Neighborhood A
Great Place to Live, Work and Play
It is that time of year again and as we wind down the 2008-9
year we diligently prepare for the next. Our accomplishments
over the last year are the result of the work of many people who
dedicated their time to work on projects that make our
neighborhood a better place.
We are looking for more people with new ideas to dedicate
some of their time so that we can continue to protect our
neighborhood and reach a little bit further towards our goal of
making the Marigny a better place to live, work and play.
There are two ways to help: the board and committees. The
Board consists of 8 members chosen by the membership, 4 are
elected every year, and one Past President chosen by the Past
Presidents Council. Board members are responsible for
attending a board meeting once a month, taking on several
duties that help move the organization forward and helping out
with programs and tasks as needed. Board members spend an
average of 2 hours a week on tasks. If you are interested please
Next Board Meeting: September 3

Board Approves Visitor/Observer
Attendance Policy
As an organization we strive to be transparent. Both our
general and board meetings have always been open to
the public. In this age, however, we must weigh the need
to allow the public at large to attend all meetings with the
safety and security of our members.
Our general meetings will always be open to the public at
large. It is a place and time where all people who live, own
or are generally interested in the Marigny are invited to
Next General Meeting: August 18

come, listen, learn and comment. Our board meetings will
remain open to all FMIA members. Non-FMIA members
will be allowed to attend at the discretion of the presiding
officer.

If the presiding officer calls for the Board to go into
Executive Session, any non-officers and visitors may be
asked to leave the meeting.
*Defined in the FMIA Bylaws

Our goal is to encourage input from the community while
at the same time allowing us to work in an environment
that is productive and without fear of intimidation or
disruptions.
The full policy is below. If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to ask.
Policy for Visitor/Observer Attendance at FMIA
Meetings.
General Meetings:
General Meetings are open to the public and any
interested persons. Everyone (members and guests)
should sign in stating his/her name, address, phone
number and membership status.
Visitors and invited guests may make formal presentations
only with the advance approval of the presiding officer.
Anyone may speak and address the meeting but only with
the permission of the presiding officer, who may limit
his/her speaking time.
Anyone attending General Meetings may be directed by
the presiding officer to leave at any time if their behavior
or attendance is deemed disruptive.
Board Meetings:
According to the Bylaws, FMIA active members* are
allowed to attend Board meetings. They should sign in
stating their name, address, phone number and
membership status which should be verified. They may
state their reason(s) for attending.
Non-FMIA members may attend Board meetings only at
the discretion of the presiding officer. They should sign in
and introduce themselves to the presiding officer on arrival
at the meeting. At the start of the meeting, the presiding
officer will announce their presence to the group, briefly
identifying them and their reason for attending.
Visitors/observers may join in discussions only when given
permission by the presiding officer.
Anyone attending Board meetings may be directed by the
presiding officer to leave at any time if their behavior or
attendance is deemed disruptive.

ORCHIDS
To Speck and Moose, Co-Chairs of Marigny Releaf,
for organizing this program and reaching their goal of
100 trees and to the homeowner who planted trees.
To the FMIA board for the endless hours spent on
issues such as Cold Storage, Riverfront, Master Plan
and Zoning.
To Ron Petty for chairing the board search committee
and overseeing the board responsibilities.
To Gene Cizek and Chris Costello for all their work
on the APA application.
To Marie’s Bar for uncovering and preserving the JAX
Beer sign.

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org
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ONIONS
To politicians who betray the public’s trust.
To homeowners who do not remove graffiti.
To street lights that are missing or burnt out.

Marigny T-Shirts & Mugs
T-shirts are available in a variety of colors for $10.
. . . and Mugs
We have both regular size and cappuccino size coffee
mugs. Regular are $5 and large are $8.
Interested? Email info@faubourgmarigny.org.

FMIA Meetings
FMIA General and Board meetings are open to
the public. Committees and committee meetings
are also open to anyone who is interested or
would like to help.
Board meetings are the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Location TBA (see
FMIA website).
General meetings are the third Monday of each
month and begin with a potluck at 6:30 p.m at
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy
Street. The meeting starts at 7:15 p.m. (There
are no general meetings in July and December.)
See website for pot luck assignments.

Next Board Meeting: September 3

Next General Meeting: August 18

BOARD MEETING MINUTES– June 3, 2009
Chris Costello, President opened the meeting at
7:00pm at 2110 Decatur Street.
Present: Chris Costello, Reg Medellin, Eva Campos,
Gene Cizek, Ron Petty, Deborah Oppenheim,
Gretchen Bomboy Abscent: Brian Frye.
Opening:
1. Approvals by email - None
2. Approval of minutes from 5/6 Board and 5/18
General Meeting and Special Meeting May 21,
2009 – Deborah will send corrections
Old business:
1. Reinventing the Crescent: Meeting on June 9 at
NOCA 6:00pm – 7:30 pm. We need a couple
of attendees. Chris, Gene, Eva, Gretchen will
attend the meting. ARC said that access is
needed every two blocks. Issues that will be
asked: budget, access, affect of the Piety St.
Wharf fire.
2. Visibility of Marigny: Banners: Gene and Reg
are working on three distinctive architectural
styles for the banner which will be sent to
Caitlin, the designer.
3. Riverfront Alliance D
4. AIDS Memorial: Awaiting word from their
Foundation.
5. Historic Markers: Gene has researched some
interesting descriptions. Each marker will be
different. The existing Fire Station Marker
needs to be placed properly which would be in
the middle of the Esplanade Ave. Chris
suggested to Gene to not limit his research and
create a wish list of more future markers. The
Historic Markers are good to navigate tourists
through our neighborhood and self-guided
tours. Gene’s Po-Boy is interested in having a
Welcome to Faubourg Marigny sign on the
neutral ground. They will pay for the sign and
perpetual maintenance and have asked us to
design it. Gretchen’s idea was to use part of
FMIA’s logo and Welcome to the Faubourg
Marigny. It was felt that metal would be the
appropriate medium. Gretchen will contact
Metal One, a Faubourg Marigny business.
6. Board Member responsibilities: Ron is
determined to have this completed for the
Sept. Meeting. Ron will call on each person to
give their input. Ron will have interviewed
everyone by the next Board Meeting. There is

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

no General Meeting in July. Chris thought July
would be a good month to get little projects
done.
7. Office Space/Mandeville Fire House Community
Center: Chris asked Mary Cunningham, James
Carter’s assistant about the Mandeville St. Fire
Station. It can’t be donated but she is
checking if it could be sold for a dollar.
8. Art in WSP Guidelines: Chris will send the CEA
to the Board for approval. Deborah is working
on adding to the Art Guidelines.
9. Cold Storage Facility at Elysian Fields: VCPORA
has decided that Esplanade and Gov. Nicholls
Wharf is not a feasible location for New Orleans
Cold Storage. There is another level of people
who are in opposition of cold storage. FMIA
has spent a lot of money and a fundraiser is
needed. It is important to continue writing
one’s Senators, especially Senator E. Murray
and M. Landrieu. E-mail, phone calls, letter
and faxes are effective. Another group of
people have come on Board. We need a
fundraiser. We need to have a civil
demonstration.
10. Complaint 2120 N Rampart: D
11. Complaint 911 St. Ferdinand St: D
12. Master Plan: Gene, Rick and Chris met with
Matt with Goody/Clancy regarding the Land
Use. Arlen of CPC was very helpful at the
meeting. The outcome of the meeting was that
Gene, Rick and Chris would meet with a blank
map and work out the appropriate land use.
Once the map is completed, it will be sent back
to Goody/Clancy. We need to watch for the
Zoning.
13. Yearly Events: D
14. 1137 Esplanade: Chris went to the HDLC
meeting. We concurred with the
neighborhoods on the issues and signed the
agreement.
15. PRC Sellabration: FMIA thanks Reg for being
the only volunteer to attend PRC Sellabration.
Reg said that all the neighborhoods were there.
It is a great way to promote our neighborhood
and help potential homebuyers to consider
properties that are available. Reg and
Gretchen have ideas for the next year
Sellabration.
16. Status of Full Board: Ron talked to Ken Caron
and he is interested. Ron will continue to Chair
the search team for Board Members.
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17. 2121 Chartres: The developer was interested
in a six story hotel and he is not eligible for the
land use development monies.
18. 1407 Decatur Street: The owners said a
potential renter is interested in having a
gourmet/butcher shop/specialty shop.
19. Visitor Policy: Ron is reviewing the policy and
will send to the Board for approval. It will then
be published in the Newsletter and on the
website.
20. 2429-31 Dauphine: Chris and Gene are
scheduled to see the property. They will send
a report. The Board supports the owner
making additions and modifications that are
appropriate to the historic character of the
house.
21. Lightning: Royal St. between Frenchmen and
Elysian Fields has neither street light nor
fixtures. It is extremely dark for the multitude
of pedestrians and cyclists who frequently use
the street. Eva will call Mary Cunningham of
Councilperson Carter’s Office.
22. 609 St. Ferdinand: D
New business:
1. APA: American Best Places: Faubourg Marigny
is one of the nominated American Best Places.
Gene has spent endless hours working on the
application. THANK YOU Gene.
2. St Claude St. Car/RTA: Chris went to the RTA
meeting and talked about the ridiculousness of
the location of the proposed Canal to the
Convention Center streetcar line. The
appropriate location would be Press to Canal
St. so local residents would have access to
public transportation. June 10th is a meeting to
discuss the streetcar line from Press to Canal
St. Motion: Chris moves that FMIA support
the streetcar line from Canal to Press with
future expansion to Poland and Jackson
Barracks. Second: Ron Vote: Unanimous
Discussion/Issues: 1) The streetcar running in
the street 2) Neutral ground wider for the
street car June 13th 1- 4 at the Healing
Center is an open house with Senator
Landrieu. Everyone is invited.
3. Walgreen’s: Chris said that they want to
expand to have a drive through and a Clinic.
Gretchen said when Walgreen’s wanted to have
parking in the front of the store and tied to
their zoning they were to have trees used as
blocks. They planted the trees but there was
no water and sewer drain to keep the trees
alive. This was tied to their zoning. The trees
Next Board Meeting: September 3

are gone. It was suggested that they could be
invited to the next Board Meeting.
4. Mail: The mail is temporarily forward to 535
Mandeville until FMIA has a permanent office.
All mail will be picked up there instead of the
Post Office on Poland Ave.
Committee reports:
1. Treasurer’s report: Eva will help Brian with
Quick Book. Brian will work with Eva to get the
reports in order.
2. Marigny Green: CFLs bug light are in and
Deborah will pick up. We discussed
acknowledging our volunteers. Eva suggested
having a Volunteer of the Month. Marigny
Green/ReCycle: We will begin recycling plastic
and paper for the August General Meeting.
3. Blight: Howard Allen is working on an updated
list of blighted properties. He will take digital
pictures with the date option. Eva volunteered
to help Howard set up the digital camera. Ron
requested the previous list. Howard needs
back-up at meetings. Volunteers are needed to
go to the Hearings. FMIA needs to receive the
hearing and code enforcement meeting dates.
4. Zoning: Will be incorporated into Master Plan
5. Enforcement: D
6. Crime:D
7. Grants: Chris has been in contact with Mimi
Loftus, a grant writer. When there is
something grant related, FMIA is sending the
information to Ms. Loftus. Chris offered to pay
out of his pocket for her to write a grant.
8. Home Tour: We made about $2000 gross.
Reg took an executive decision and purchased
gift certificates from Aquatic Garden for Home
Owners. A discussion regarding the mission of
the Home Tour. Chris feels this about
community. It was a good community event.
We will decide on next year Home Tour if it
should only be a Home Tour or a community
event to include art and music. Ron
suggested that a route could be established
early ( houses) and inform the neighbors of
the route. Gene said, the weekend before the
Home Tour they had an event called “Keep It
Clean Marigny” with a parade and handed out
garbage bags to the Marigny residents. This
could tie into Ron’s idea of informing the
residents of the route and Home Tour.
Finish:
1. Orchids: Speck and Moose of Marigny
Green/ReLeaf for making their goal of 100
newly planted Trees; The Home Owners who
planted trees, Home Tour Chair People,
Volunteers, and Home Owners; Gene for
Next General Meeting: August 18

working on the APA paperwork, Reg for
volunteering for PRC Sellabration; FMIA Board
for the endless hours spent on issues such as
Cold Storage, Riverfront, Master Plan, and
Zoning; Ron for Chairing Board Search
Committee, Board Responsibilities
2. Onions: Owners who do not remove graffiti,
street lights that are missing and burned out,
3. Next Board Meeting : Gretchen July 1st
4. Next General Meeting: June 15, 2009

Meet the neighbors – Thank you to the Friendly
Bar for hosting our June event. We are working on
the location of our next one. A comment was made
that they “Appreciate the person doing the event
but we need to know earlier so more people can
come out.”) Chris stated that we are all volunteers
and do things when we have the time. Reg offered
to help out with that.

Gretchen moves to adjourn the Meeting at
10:49pm

Cold Storage – Gary and Chris are wearing “Poison
Port” t-shirts. The $10 cost is used to raise a little
mon-ey for expenses. If you need a sign or want
one for your neighbor please take one. Politicians
are amazed when they drive through the
neighborhood and see all the signs. The cost of
this fight is climbing. We are planning a fundraiser;
don’t know what it will be right now. We need
volunteers to help organize the fun-draiser. Our
office volunteers will also help with Cold Storage
cause. VCPORA was supporting Cold Storage but
now are opposing because the membership
demanded it. Radio ad is nice. This location is the
wrong area for this type of business. If anyone has
an opportunity to help please do.

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES - June 15, 2009
Chris Costello, President, opened the meeting at
7:15pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church.
A. Announcements:
Friends of WSP – Matching funds much closer. We
are just $800 away from $20,000. Other
improvements trash cans, fix gate. Anyone
interested in helping out contact Bobby Moffett
(504) 201-4173.
Membership – Please renew your membership; if
you know someone who is not a member suggest
joining. It’s important to have a large membership
so everyone can be heard.
Office help – Need people to help with calling
about t-shirts, calling city hall, etc. Board
members are al-ready doing a lot of work and
need help with some tasks.
Marigny green – CFLs are in. Members get one
free. Second one for $2.50. Sign up sheet going
around.
Tree planting – 100 trees planted in our
neighborhood. Planning on doing this again in the
fall. We are tak-ing down names down for fall
planting. If you need a hole dug that is extra.
New Faces – Ellie intern from St Paul.
B. Updates
T-shirts - $10; Mugs - $5 or $8 stock up
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C. Topics

French Quarter Marigny Historic Area Management
District – (FQMHAMD) – Some French Quarter
busi-nesses wanted to put in a special district to
ensure cleanliness based on rebate on sales tax.
They included Frenchmen St; they didn’t get the
tax rebate so to raise money for the district they
have suggested taxing every property in the
district. We fought that they need to include the
entire triangle. Ideally we want the whole Marigny
but at least the entire triangle. We also demanded
that any money they raise in the Marigny must be
used in the Marigny. It has to go through a vote of
registered voters. The Marigny is small and the
French Quarter might vote it in anyway. It has
been proposed to do the taxing district separately
for the French Quarter and Marigny in the vote in
November.
Senate bills – Legislature is in session. This is a
crazy time with crazy bills. We are constantly
watching the voting. Two bills of concern are:
Senate bill 136 from Shreveport area will override
local ordinances for alcohol. Restaurants will be
able to turn into a bar with no entity to enforce
that. Bill is supported by restaurant association,
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but it is bad legislation and takes power away from
local government by trying to slip amendments in.
If this becomes law the state will be the only place
to get restitution about bad bars.
Senate bill 75, authored by Senator Edwin Murray,
requires another vote for master plan. We voted
on process, city planning public input city council
more public input. Senator Murray stated that his
constituents are concerned with the I-10 change
which they believe would cause more traffic in
their neighborhood as the reason for the bill. If this
passes it means is that we have to vote again
which could kill passing the master plan.
Reinventing the Crescent – Another public meeting
was held on June 9 at NOCCA. The reinventing
team recently discovered that some of the
Mandeville St wharf deteriorated and will be
removed instead of fix-ing it. This has resulted in
changing the layout of the park area. The
proposed entrance configuration has changed as
well. We asked them for a copy for the budget
they are working off of so we can better understand the cost associated with the project.
D. Speaker – Jeffrey Schwartz from TransportNola
RTA streetcar – opportunity to get a streetcar line
back on St. Claude. RTA has a study area. FMIA is
being asked to sign resolution asking RTA and city
council to connect Union Passenger Terminal to
Press St. This is working within the parameters of
their study areas. The St Claude alignment is the
one the public leadership should support.
TransportforNOLA.org has an online sign up sheet.
The goal is to get them to prioritize lines with St
Claude being the first priority. The important thing
is to prioritize. Neighborhoods are speaking with a
common voice and need good transportation
planning.
Meeting adjourned at 8:49pm
BOARD MEETING MINUTES – July 1, 2009
Chris Costello, President opened the meeting at
6:42.
Present were: Chris Costello, Ron Petty, Reg
Medellin, Eva Campos, Gretchen Bomboy, Brian
Frye, Gene Cizek, and Deborah Oppenheim.
Opening:

Next Board Meeting: September 3

1. Approvals by email – Letter to Andrea Fine
approved
2. Approval of minutes from 6/3 Board Special
Meeting and 6/15 General Meeting: approved
with corrections to be sent.
Old business:
1. Reinventing the Crescent: D
2. Visibility of Marigny: Banners: Reg is working
on photographs and will send them to Caitlin,
the designer. We discussed revisiting the size.
Discussion on the Welcome to Faubourg
Marigny sign on the neutral ground by Gene’s
Po-Boys ( Gene is funding) needed some
work. We discussed fonts, higher piles, and be
able to hang something under the bottom
perimeter. The sign will be made in metal.
3. Riverfront Alliance D
4. AIDS Memorial: Deidre Johnson, Director of
Greater New Orleans Foundation: Ron sent a
letter and will verify if they received it.
5. Historic markers: Gene will contact Bill Hyland
to verify the information for the markers.
6. Board Member Responsibilities: Ron has talked
to everyone on the Board to arrive at the
responsibilities. He presented to the Board,
the first draft of the Board’s responsibilities.
Ron moved that we accept the Board Member
responsibilities. Second: Gretchen
Discussion: This was a big task and we all
thanked Ron for doing this. The Officers’
responsibilities are dictated by the ByLaws.
Ron wants this to be a working model. He will
take this information and make the yearly
calendar. We are voting on the groupings and
not voting on the details. AMENDED: Ron
moved to accept the three new Board’s
responsibilities, past president, and use it as a
working model Second Gretchen VOTE:
Unanimous
7. Office Space/Mandeville Fire House: Deborah
has no information and Gretchen can not get
anyone to answer her in City Hall.
8. Art in Washington Square Park Guidelines /
CEA with Park & Parkways: The Board
scrutinized the CEA and with our questions and
concerns it will be returned to our attorney
before it is given to Parks and Parkways.
9. Cold Storage : Our Grassroots movement has
worked and the word is out there. This has
been a crazy six months. We are ready with
Billboards and radio spot in two weeks if the
Port has not found another location. Go to
VCPORA website to hear the link of the radio
spot. Our President, Chris Costello, Julie
Next General Meeting: August 18

Jones of Bywater, Meg Lousteau of VCCPOR are
meeting with Mike Strand, Dept. of Agriculture
in Baton Rouge to discuss the wrong location
for NOCS at Esplanade and Governor Nicholls
Wharves. We discussed monies needed to pay
for the cost of the campaign against the
location of NOCS at Esplanade and Governor
Nicholls Wharves. We all agreed that this
campaign has been a learning curve. Motion:
Gene moved that we do not spend any more
money on NOCS at this time and if something
comes up, then a special meeting will be called
and/or a vote by the Board. Second: Gretchen
VOTE: 7 for 1 abstain
10. Master Plan: D
11. Yearly Events: Ron is going to interview to
give some kind of a time schedule to begin
sketching in the yearly calendar.
12. Status of Full Board: We will defer till
September election.
13. Walgreen: Gretchen went to the library and
found all the documentation (September 8,
1988 #12969) of the agreement for the zoning
change so Walgreen could have their parking
lot on Elysian Fields. Walgreen was supposed
to plant trees, have appropriate drainage, and
provide perpetual care for the trees. Walgreen
initially planted the trees and eventually cut
the trees down. The drainage has never been
resolved. Ron will write a letter to HDLC,
Councilperson Carter, and Council at Large
saying as an organization we have worked with
Walgreen and they did not fulfill their
agreement.
New business:
1. Visitor's Policy: Ron reordered the policy. It
will be published in the newsletter. Chris
moved that we accept this. Second: Gretchen
VOTE: Unanimous
2. Cooperative Agreement with Parks: Read and
Deborah
3. RDO: The building at 2300 Chartres Street
across from the Friendly Bar should be part of
the RDO. We need to study the RDO and have
a text amendment. MOTION: Gretchen moved
that we apply for a text amendment for our
RDO zoning to call for conditional use hearing
at City Planning for buildings over 2000sq.ft.
and have more than one commercial unit.
Second : Gene Amend: Chris moved that
we have a committee to rewrite the RDO and
look at buildings that are more than 2000 sq.
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ft. and not exceed an appropriate square
footage deleting Church and any other land use
that does fit on a corner. Second: Deborah
VOTE: Unanimous . The Committee will be
chaired by Gretchen.
4. Budget audit Committee: Two months prior to
the Sept meeting we need an audit. We will
ask Russ Carll.
5. Nominating Committee: Gary deLaumont,
Chair and Ron and Chris are on the nominating
committee.
6. Task List: Chris, Eva, and Matt are working on
a website for an interactive task list and
different user levels.
7. New Housing: Jerry Billes, architect is building
new construction in New Orleans with LEED
rating and owners can receive tax credit. The
designs are architecture students and free. We
invited them to attend a Board Meeting.
8. System for E-mails: We need to work on this.
9. Pseudo Marigny Office/storage room: The
ultimate goal is to have a central location for
FMIA and FMIA documentation. Presently, we
are working to get it all documents scanned,
copied, and a workable retrievable system.
The originals will then be moved to an archival
storage. FMIA needs to have a computer at
the office. MOTION: Ron moves to purchase a
new laptop and an external hard drive
Second: Deborah VOTE: Unanimous
Amend: And buy mouse pad.
Committee reports:
1. Treasurer’s report: Eva will help Brian with
Quick Books. Brian, treasurer said we need a
Fundraiser. Ideas we discussed. Ron moved
to have an ad hoc committee for Fundraising
Second: Gene VOTE: Unanimous
Committee: Brian, Chairperson and Ron , Gene
volunteered. VOLUNTEERS are needed, contact
Eva at evac@faubourgmarigny.org.
a. NOCS Money: We need a separate category
for NOCS.
b. Board Staff: Will be recorded as an
independent contractor, submit an invoice,
and will receive a 1099.
c. Home Tour: Fundraiser/Music/Sound
Technician: We need to have contracts. We
also should have a proposed budget.
2. Marigny Green/ReLight: Deborah said the CFLs
have arrived. Members who signed up for their
one free bug light CFL and ordered extra CFLs
may picked them up at the next General
Meeting on August 17, 2009. Marigny Green is
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selling additional bug light CFL’s for $2.50 so
bring your checkbook, cash or credit to
purchase them at the General Meeting on
August 17th.
Marigny Green/ReCycle: Bring your batteries(
no auto) and CFLs to recycle at the next
General Meeting on August 17th.
3. Blight: Howard is taking pictures and doing
another sweep.
4. Zoning:
5. Enforcement:
6. Crime: Night across Crime is Tuesday, August
4th Block party Chris move that FMIA
supports Night Against Crime encouraging
block parties with $25 gift card to help defray
expenses. Second: Deborah Reg is going to
draft something for the flyer, Chris will contact
Robert’s, flyers distributed, and information on
the website. Deadline is July 31 to give the
police the list.
7. Grants: Chris will reconnect with the grant
writer.
8. Newsletter: Brian suggested we use the nonprofit account with the Post Office. There is
money in the account.
9. Membership: Chris is working on a
membership push. We need to get the word
out. Chris has put together a letter for
members with our accomplishments. There
would be another letter for non-members to
become a member of FMIA. Both letters would
include a lot of information and springboard
with the membership packet. Gretchen has a
copy of the FMIA business yellow pages.
Currently, we have 277 members.
Finish:
1. Orchids Chris, Eva, Deveney for all the hard
work re NOCS Gene for the hard work with
APA, OFFICER Jones for his continued
support We thank those people who
generously donated for our campaign re NOCS
2. Onions: Uninformed people regarding insulting
remarks about FMIA
3. Next Board Meeting is at Deveney and Eva is
hosting. Deborah will be out of town and Eva
will take notes.
4. Next General Meeting: It is the Nomination
Meeting. Reg will look for companies that
provide extra security Zoning for Master Plan
Announcements:
1. Meet the Neighbors: Tuesday, July 14th
at Marigny Perks 6:30- 8:30
Meeting adjourned at 10:53pm.
Next Board Meeting: September 3

Next General Meeting: August 18

General Meeting, Monday 8/17
Meet the Neighbors Night, Tuesday 9/8

Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association. Content, editorials
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the
official views of the FMIA, its Board or its members.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter (including
photographs and original artwork) must be obtained
from the editor and/or byline columnist.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions
including editorial and advertising content.
Send
contributions to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080,
NOLA 70177 or newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.
The deadline is the 7th of each month. To advertise in
the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.
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