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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make the Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Meet the Neighbors
2nd TUESDAY • 6:30 - 8:30 PM

See Website for location

NONPAC MEETINGS
5TH District

2nd Wednesday • 7 PM

2372 St. Claude Avenue

8TH District
2nd Thursday • 5:30 PM

Maison Dupuy Hotel

1001 Toulouse

ST. CLAUDE AVENUE MAIN

STREET MEETINGS
2372 St. Claude Avenue

Call 616.7637

EVERY SATURDAY
UPPER 9th WARD

GREEN MARKET

1 - 4 PM 

Holy Angels Convent

3500 St. Claude

MAY 2009

37TH ANNUAL HOME TOUR

& ART MARKET
Sunday, May 17

10 AM - 4 PM

General Meeting • May 18

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

JUNE 2009

Board Meeting • June 3

7:00 PM • Location TBA

General Meeting • June 22

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

JULY 2009

Board Meeting • July 1

7:00 PM • Location TBA

NO GENERAL MEETING

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
PRESIDENT’S REPORT — Chris Costello

It has been a great spring. French Quarter Festival and Jazz
Fest were a great distraction from the mundane. The weather
has held out much longer than we would have anticipated but
the signs of summer, the humidity and hot sun, are sneaking up
on us. 

We will be celebrating our 37th Annual Home Tour this Sunday,
May 17th. Thank you to the hard work of everyone involved in
putting this event together. This year we are featuring homes
that have been reinvented or reborn. Besides the tour we will
have an art market with over 40 artists, live music and a kids
activity area. We encourage people to make a day of it. Pack a
picnic or get great food from one of our local restaurants. And
invites friends to come and enjoy the day. (more on pg. 2-3)

St. Claude Main Street will be having its first beautification proj-
ect called Paint It Up St. Claude on Saturday May 16 starting at
9:30 am. This is a facade painting program to spruce up some
buildings on the street. We need volunteers to help out. (more
on pg. 4)

The last presentation of the Port to the Vieux Carre
Commission left all that attended disappointed at the lack of
thought and planning on behalf of the Port. Most upsetting was
that Gary LaGrange, president of the Port was conspicuously
absent. The crowd of 150+ that represented the French
Quarter, Marigny and Bywater asked great questions of which
the Port could not answer, had not thought about or would not
answer. Although we support the Port, the cold storage indus-
try and New Orleans Cold Storage, this facility is too intense for
our neighborhood and the health and safety risks unaccept-
able. If you oppose this please get involved. (more on  pg. 6)

— continued pg. 2, col. 1



During this self-guided home
tour, visitors will get an inside
look at the treasures hidden
behind the facades of New
Orleans' oldest homes. This
year the tour will feature six
private residences that have
been reinvented and reborn

and showcase the architectural diversity the make the Marigny
such a unique place. Two of the homes—one once being a
small warehouse and the other an old mill factory are reinvent-
ed space. The other homes have undergone major renovations
and have been reborn. In addition to the homes, the Den of
Muses is opening up their studios. Visitors can see the Krewe
Du View den as well as the highly satirical, colorful and bawdy
floats. 

Along with the tour, there will be an Art Market in Washington
Square Park (700 Elysian Fields) featuring local artists where
guests can buy fine art, photography, jewelry, crafts, acces-
sories, mosaics, home furnishings and more from: Marci Perino
• Violet Skye • Annie Hendrix • Martin Welch • Saja McCarthy •
Dorit Pittman • Renee Dodge • Peter Boutte • Phillip C
Thompson • Paulette M. Lizano • Robin Daning • Pamela Tripp
• Michael Remy • Bedonna Magid-Wakeman • Kathy Connolly •
Ze Da Luz • Kathleen S. Michael • Tracy Thompson •Juliette
O’Connor • Hannah Cohen • Bonnie Miller •Elsie Taylor • Phillip
Whitmore • Gary Rosenblatt • Heather Elizabeth • David
Bergeron • Jane Brewster • Margaret Coble • Amzie Adams •
Valerie McCreary.

While shopping guests will enjoy live New Orleans music from:
Coco Robicheaux, Paul Sanchez and the Rolling Road Show
and the Desoto Street Band and we will have our Kids Activity
area which will feature lots of fun activities for kids to participate
in during the Home Tour.

After the celebration in the park, Frenchman Street will come
alive to continue the celebration. There are a great
assortment of restaurants, bars and music clubs to enjoy.

DAYS EVENTS 

10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Art Market and music in the park 
10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Kids Activity Area 
11:00 a.m. – Music starts
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.- Tour tickets available in Washington
Square Park 
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. - Home & Garden Tour 

TICKETS

Tickets are available in advance until May 15th for $15 and may
be purchased online or at these selected shops. 
Beth’s Books, Marigny
Coccinelle, Marigny 
Coffea, Bywater

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812 Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org2

x

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued from page 1, column 2

We are just over $1,000 away from reaching our portion of the
matching fund. Once we raise the rest we will have $20,000 for
projects in our neighbor. A good portion of that will go to
Washington Square Park to fix the gate, drinking fountains etc.
If you can make a donation please do so. Also, Bobby Moffet
has answered our call to oversee these projects. Thanks
Bobby! (more on pg). 7

We have enjoyed a park free from buck moth caterpillars
thanks to the generous donations for the spraying of the trees.
A sincere thank you to those that contributed to the Friends of
Washington Square Park fund. Without your support the health
of the trees and our enjoyment of the park would not be the
same (more on pg. 3)

Thank you to everyone who went to the Master Planning
Meeting. It was an important step in not only protecting our
neighborhood but also making it better. The first draft of our
zoning will be out in June. I encourage everyone to take a look
at what is proposed and send us comments. (more on pg. 8)

We have a helper that is assisting us with office work and clean-
ing the leaves from around the park. Sebastien Rizzo is helping
us as part of his bar mitzvah community service. I would like to
thank his mother Reese for thinking of us. He has been a great
help. If you see him sweeping up the leaves around the park
please take a moment to thank him. 

A summer creeps upon us we will be spending more time
indoors. If you have some time to help out your neighborhood,
however small, let us know. It will take all of us doing are part
to keep the Marigny a great place to live, work and play.

MEET THE NEIGHBORS UPDATE

Thank you to Marigny Brasserie for hosting our April
Meet the Neighbors. A good time was had by all and we
even had a surprise visitor, Patty Marino, back from Paris
to join in on the good conversation.

As always, it was great to see so many people come out
to support our businesses and to get to know their neigh-
bors.

Come meet your neighbors and socialize with your fellow
Marigny residents at our Meet the Neighbors night.  We
are on our second year of monthly Meet the Neighbors
night social and it keeps getting better.

Our next installment will be on June 9th. Check our web-
site for current location and time.

Stop by, support our local businesses and enjoy your
neighborhood and neighbors!

 

37th Annual Home
& Garden Tour,

Art Market, Music &
Kids Area

- continued on page 3, column 1
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Orchids
Thank to all the people who help clean
Washington Square Park. We welcome our
newest member, Judy.

To Turn Services on Royal and Elysian Fields
who have pressure washed the sidewalks and
have cleaned up the area.

To Marigny Green/ReLeaf and Hike for
K a TreeNa for planting trees in our neighbor-
h o o d s .

ONIONS
To bicyclists who do not follow the law.

x

NO MORE BLIGHT —
Join Us in Our Fight

Through our efforts in the adjudication process, the
Schweggman family has begun
cleaning up their property. A
fresh coat of paint and now
planters adorn the building. We
are hopeful they will continue to
make the necessary repairs to
make the building suitable again
for a grocery store.

We have been helping the City
cite owners of blighted proper-
ties as part of our plan to combat
blight. This is the first step in the process which will lead
to the adjudication of the properties if the owners do not
bring their properties out of their blight status. We will
announce the dates and time of these adjudication hear-
ings as it is important that we show a strong presence at
these hearings. The Hearing Officers need to hear how
these properties and the continued lack of their mainte-
nance affect our neighborhood and our lives.

If you know of a property that has visible damage and/or
is vacant; please let us know so we may add them to the
list. You can e-mail us at blight@faubourgmarigny.org
with the address of the property, or call us at 888-321-
0812 with the same information.

We all want to live in a safe and healthy neighborhood.
We are asking these neighbors to help us in rebuilding
our neighborhood and City by taking care of their proper-
ty.

Status from 3/3/09 Adjudication Hearing:

2604/6 Dauphine St – After 60 days $500 fine then $100
per day

2608/10 Dauphine St – After 60 days $500 fine then
$100 per day

2412 N. Rampart – After 60 days $500 fine then $100
per day

839 St. Ferdinand St – After 60 days $500 fine then
$100 per day

2613 Royal St – After 60 days $500 fine then $100 per
day

Status of Demolition By Neglect from 4/9/09 Historic
District Landmarks Commission (HDLC) Meeting

1929 N. Rampart Street - cited for demolition by neglect

George & Jan Higinbotham, Alison Wells,
Samuel Spencer & Jenny Takakura, Ernest Brownlee,

Gretchen Bomboy, Deborah Oppenheim, Jen Blow,
Mathew Schwarzman, M. L. Benson, Connie Diniz,

Linda Glenn, Lisa Suarez, Nancy Davis, Carl Falstrom,
Robert Moffett, and Nancy Davis

Thanks to the following for donating to the
Save Our Trees fund for the spraying of the

oaks in Washington Square Park

Cork & Bottle, American Can 
Marigny Bookstore, Marigny
Martin Wine Cellar, Metairie & Uptown 
Plum Home Accessories, Uptown
Swirl, Bayou St. John
Swirl, Mid City

Kids 12 and under free. Tickets the day of the event are $20.

VOLUNTEER

We are also looking for people to help. We need: 

• House Sitters (volunteers who will watch a house for a 2 hour
shift. 12 - 2 pm or 2 - 4pm)

• Volunteers to help set up that day (2 hours shifts:
8:30 - 10:30 am, 10 - 12 pm, 11 - 1 pm, 12 - 2 pm, 1 - 3 pm,
2 - 4 pm).

• Volunteers to man the tickets table (2 hours shifts:
10 - 12 pm, 11 - 1 pm, 12 - 2 pm, 1 - 3 pm, 2 - 4 pm)

(Volunteers get free admission to the home tour.) If you, or
someone you know would like to volunteer during the Home
Tour, please contact Reg Medellin (504) 940-4042 or our volun-
teer coordinator, Deborah Oppenheim (504) 319-4262.
Volunteers who serve a two hour shift will get a free ticket to the
tour.



Yours Truly in a Swamp

Pete Seeger -
In New Orleans & Lafayette
by
Leonard Earl Johnson

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812 Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org4

St. Claude Main Street Happenings

In April, St. Claude Main St. was the topic of a tour by the National Trust

for Historic Preservation’s Council who were visiting New Orleans. The

Council is made up of the 100 most generous donors to the Trust. The

two hour tour included visits to Colton Art Studio, St. Roch Cemetery

and the St. Claude and Marigny neighborhoods. The group heard about

neighborhood recovery efforts, progress on the St. Roch Market, home-

ownership initiatives in St. Roch and the possibility of St. Claude

becoming New Orleans Food District.

Veola, the City contractor for transportation, is championing the French

Quarter (FQ) Loop streetcar. Building on the pre-flood Desire streetcar

plan, the FQ loop begins at Canal, and runs to Press St, with an exten-

sion down Elysian Fields to connect to the Riverside line. Veola also

wants to revisit the issue of an at grade crossing to extend the street-

car to the parish line. The City’s preference seems to be another line

around the Convention Center, or a line from the Union Pacific terminal

to Canal St. We are looking for people to support for the FQ loop by

organizing and contacting Rep. Cao, 2nd District Congressman. Rep.

Cao is on the Transportation Committee, and this would be a great proj-

ect for him to support his constituents. He can be reached at:

New Orleans Office 

4640 So. Carrollton Ave. Suite 120

New Orleans, LA 70119

Phone: (504) 483-2325

Fax: (504) 483-7944

The Creative Alliance of New Orleans (CANO), who runs the Colton Art

Studio, is negotiating with the School District about a future location.

Their lease on Colton Jr. High runs out very soon. They are a great asset

to the neighborhood and we wish them the best. Their bi-monthly

music and drum sessions are a great way to spend a few hours on

Sundays.

Progress on St. Roch Market is still uncertain, as the City has shifted

the focus from the Market to include the St. Roch Fire Station and the

Neutral Ground. According to Mr. Chrissman, head of Capitol Projects

for the City, the market is leased to French Market Corp. to be run as a

public-private partnership, and needs private capital before any restora-

tion can be started.

The MIT Urban Planning students will be returning to present their final

plan and suggestions for St. Claude Main St on May 26. They have

already presented a draft plan which has many exciting possibilities for

the corridor and surrounding neighborhoods. Exact time and place for

the presentation will be announced.

Main St. is hosting a “Paint it Up St. Claude” on Saturday May 16 at

9:30. In the first of what we hope will be many projects, volunteers will

help 3 businesses paint and improve their facades. We will meet at the

green space on the corner of Spain and St. Claude (across from Colton

Art Studio) to paint Mr. T’s Appliances, A-1 Catering and the vacant

building in between them. To join the effort, please contact Robyn at

616-7637 or robyn@stclaudemainstreet.org.

Robyn Blanpied, Manager

Pete Seeger, New Orleans and
Lafayette, May 2009

Pete Seeger appeared
the first week of the 2009
New Orleans Jazz Fest,
and turned ninety the next
week. He opened on the
Acura Stage with
Midnight Special, a song
made famous by Huddie
"Lead Belly" Ledbetter, of
Mooringsport, and the

Louisiana State Prison at Angola.

After his performance, Seeger told a story about an invitation to sing
at "a little music festival in Lafayette," back in the time of the House
UnAmerican Activities Committee.

HUAC was a political witch-hunting committee. Seeger was offend-
ed at being forced to appear and testified to the tune of his accom-
panying Constitutional right to think anything he wanted without
telling them what those thoughts might be. This was in the middle
1950s, when he was a very popular figure in the American folk
music revival. He was a famous artist with famous principles.

For every season

A few generations later, Seeger lost his signature instrument, a
long-neck banjo he had designed and built in 1945. It was made to
accommodate his long arms and vast voice and set a new standard
for banjos that came to be known as The Pete Seeger Banjo. 

The lost banjo was found near Seeger's upstate New York home, in
the case he'd painted with his name and phone number. It had fall-
en from the roof of his car and was sitting poetically alongside a
state roadway. The young man who found and returned it told
reporters that he did not know who Seeger was. 

Some years before that, Pete and his wife, Toshi were in New
Orleans for an earlier Jazz Fest, and staying in the Faubourg
Marigny home of the late Shirley Jensen, on the corner of
Frenchmen and Dauphine. It was my good fortune to interview and
photograph him and his long-neck twelve-string guitar.

Afterwards, we walked back to my apartment, Squalor Heights, to
hear Sweet Emma Barrett records. Seeger loved her cover of Jelly
Roll Blues (Available through George H. Buck Records, "Sweet
Emma Barrett and Her New Orleans Music," GHB-141). Later he
wrote about it in the magazine, Sing Out. 

That day, on our way to Squalor Heights, Seeger wore a Medieval
looking pointed cap with a long peacock feather that dipped and
bobbed behind us as we stepped across Faubourg Marigny curbs
and stoops. I vainly wondered if anyone seeing us would recognize
we were walking in the company of the great Pete Seeger.

In New York City, that following Fall, a New York University student
on a downtown subway listened to our gush about Seeger, whom
we had met for lunch on Fifty Seventh Street. The student was
showing out-of-towner me where to get off in the East Village, and
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listened politely to our boasts of touching greatness, then said, "I do
not know who Pete Seeger is."

One thing Seeger is is political, in the true style of a troubadour. His
early days were spent roaming with Woody Guthrie, whose own
guitar famously boasted his hand painted slogan: "This machine
kills fascists." Guthrie wrote and sang significant songs, like This
Land Is Your Land. Both men were union supporters and likely can-
didates to someday lock horns with reactionary Congressmen. 

In the 1940-50s, Seeger's popular folk-revival group, The Weavers,
had enormous Billboard hits, like On Top of Old Smoky, and the
perennial Gulf Coast favorite, Shrimp Boats Are A Coming. He is
said by many -- though not by him -- to have written the civil rights
anthem We Shall Overcome.

"All that I did was change 'will' to 'shall', " he told us, that first Jazz
Fest day in New Orleans. 

Back in Washington, the House UnAmerican Activities Committee
charged him with contempt of con-
gress for not telling them his
thoughts. An odd situation, given that
Seeger was a man who spent his
entire life telling the whole world what
he thought.

A resulting smear campaign led
Seeger to being banned from
American music clubs and media
outlets. They feared the smear might
smudge them, and their clubs and
media outlets would themselves be
pushed off the stage.

He made his living during those days doing small gigs at mostly
upstate New York camps for mostly New York City children. At our
lunch, years later in Manhattan, we were stopped in every block for
now middle-aged handshakes from grateful camp kids. 

(Seeger's television ban was not lifted until his appearance on the
brave Smothers Brothers Comedy Show, in 1967)

The Lafayette Story

Pete Seeger: "It was 1955, The House Committee on Un-American
Activities had questioned me about my political beliefs, and I said, 

'It's America, I have a right to think anything I want, but I don't have
to discuss it unless I
want to.'

"They said, 'That's
not sufficient.'

"I had been asked
(later) to come down
(to Lafayette) and
sing some songs at a
little festival. T h e y
(festival organizers)
said, 'Mr. Seeger, this
evening we're going

to have a little party, so you can hear some of our local music.'

"Well, at the door, they said, 'Pete Seeger, meet Congressman
Edwin E. Willis'."

Edwin Edwards Willis was the Louisiana Democrat, from nearby
Arnaudville, who served as chair of the Un-American Activities

Committee (1963-69).

"Well, he did a double-take, and I did, too. "They said, 'Let's get
some singing going,' and Willis glowered in the corner.

"Later, he (Willis) said, 'Mr. Seeger, it's a small world. How did you
get here?'

"I said, 'Well, I was invited.'

"He said, 'Who invited you?'

"I said, 'The Chamber of Commerce.' 

"Willis was not amused, or appeased. He said, 'Well, you're not wel-
come.' 

"I went on to California. I didn't want to make trouble for anybody." 

More Yours Truly in a Swamp at www.LEJ.org

 

 

OUR NEW MASTER PLAN AND
ZONING ORDINANCE — UPDATE…

The meeting on Tuesday April 21 at Mount Kingdom
Missionary Baptist was well attended by the Marigny.
Thank you to those that came out to give their input.

The attendees were able to make comment on the
proposed land use which will be incorporated into the
next draft. If you have not had an opportunity to see the
draft you can do so online at  www.nolamasterplan.org or
view a hard copy at  the Alvar Library or the Main Library.

The first draft of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance
will be out in June. There will be a meeting to go over
what has been proposed in the draft. This is the real
meat for the master plan so we will need to be very
diligent.

We will keep you posted on the next meetings. If you are
interested please make every effort to attend. If not but
you have specific comments you would like us to bring to
the meeting please let us know.
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• The number of trucks they quote is from a count of the trucks
at the Jourdan Rd facility. Shouldn’t you calculate the number
of trucks based on the capacity of the new facility? Also, there
has not been a vibration analysis or borings done to see
whether the road could handle the large 18-wheelers. Even
more shocking was that the traffic engineer with 29 years
experience had no idea of the weight of an 18-wheeler!

• The Port had no idea there was a rule from Homeland Security
about large quantities of chemicals including ammonia which
is used to make crystal meth and explosives.

• The designer of the refrigeration unit, an expert we were told,
had no idea about the accidents and potential thereof that
could affect the containment of the ammonia. When asked if a
Brightfield type accident were to occur at this location and
whether the containment system for the ammonia system
would rupture he would not answer.

The crowd was firmly opposed to this location. So why is the
Port pursuing this without regard to the people? The Port is
playing Russian Roulette with our lives. We need to make our
voices heard that this is the wrong location. 

NoColdNOLA.org  = PoisonPort.org

In an effort to better educate people about this issue we have
come up with another slogan to help people remember our
cause. It is Poison Port. 

We will be adding this to our website and having new yard signs
and banners made to advance awareness of this crucial issue.

Grass Roots Effort Working

We have had a great response to our call to have people call
our elected leaders to register their opposition to this location.
Thank you! We have gotten word that both the Governor’s office
and City Council have taken notice. If you have not already
done so please register your opposition with them by calling:

1. Governor Jindal at (225) 342-0091
2. Representative LaFonta at (504) 282-0265
3. Representative Morell at (504) 286-2334
4. Councilman Carter at (504) 658-1030
5. Council President Clarkson at (504) 658-1070
6. Council VP Fielkow at (504) 650-1060

If they do not answer, leave a message. Tell them that you are
opposed to the EXPANSION OF THE COLD STO R A G E
FACILITY TO THE FOOT OF ESPLANADE.

Show Your Opposition

It is hard to miss the all the yard signs and banners that have
been put up to show support for our efforts to move this plant to
a more appropriate location. Can you put up a yard sign or ban-
ner to show your support? You can pick one at these following
locations:
Marigny - United Hardware, 735 Elysian Fields
French Quarter - David’s Found Objects, 1319 Decatur
Bywater – Jesse’s , 3317 Dauphine. 343-1617  

Or contact Eva at evac@faubourgmaringy.org
— cont’d. in col. 2 — cont’d. pg. 7, col. 1

So, It’s a Done Deal?
It should strike everyone as odd that Port touts “it is a done
deal” yet they feel the need to give public presentations. Why?
If what they say is true, they don’t need our permission, there
would be no need to inform the public on their plans. The fact is
that they need our support. They still need to get the money for
the project which comes out of the State’s coffers (our money)
and is controlled by the legislature, the legislature that we elect-
ed. If we contact our elected leaders and tell them that this is the
wrong location and not to allocate the money for it then the Port
does not have the money to build the project.

In addition, the Port still has to go through the Federal and State
agencies to get permission to build this project. So how is it a
done deal?

This is the same ploy that was used with the Riverfront
Expressway. It is a way to lull people into believing that there is
nothing we can do. The Port is a state agency, and just as the
state or federal government answers to the people, so does the
Port.

We are not asking the Port to scrap the project we are asking
them to put it in a location that does not threaten the health and
safety of the public and the other equally as important
economies that depend on the French Quarter and Marigny to
survive.

Audience Dumbfounds Port at
Vieux Carre Commission Meeting

Thank you to the Vieux Carre Commission for calling the meet-
ing May 6th, to hear the Port of New Orleans’ presentation on
the proposed expansion of the cold storage facility. To a crowd
of 150+ residents, many of whom were from the French
Quarter, the Port outlined its proposed plans. Missing from the
presentation were the other sites that were considered and their
flawed matrix that still does not include as a criteria the impact
of this plant to the environment, neighborhood and residents.

Also missing was Port president Gary LaGrange so any ques-
tions to the Port were answered by their Chief Engineer who
merely selected the site.

After the presentation, the audience was allowed to ask ques-
tions of the individuals that worked on the plan. Thank you to the
audience for asking such great questions. The crowd was flab-
bergasted that the Port had not done their due diligence. Some
notable inconsistencies/omissions:



Next Board Meeting: June 3, 2009 General Meeting: May 18, 2009 7

Marigny Green
By Deborah Oppenheim

ReLeaf: Our final spring planting was on Saturday, May 9, 2009.
With the generous help of Hike-for-KaTreena and a donation
from FMIA, we planted the final 24 trees reaching our 2009 goal
of 100 trees. We would like to thank Moose Jackson for organ-
izing the tree planting and cutting the sidewalk holes this past
month. We want to thank our twelve volunteers who donated
their time and energy into planting the trees. They are: Jessie,
Moose, Monique ( Hike for KaTreena), Cassie, Hannah, Raz,
Speck, Chris, Rachel, Dave, and Pete. Also, thank you to the
recipients of the trees who participated by filling the newly made
planter with soil. As Dr. Seuss said in his book The Lorax,”I
speak for the trees”, see you in the fall, Rebecca “Speck”
Green. 

ReCycle: Rick personally recycles the batteries and CFL’s.
Please bring them to FMIA’s General Meetings.

ReLight: We are still working on the CFL porch light program.
We have received some requests. Once the CFL’s are received
they will be distributed. The ReLight initiative was created to
help light up our neighborhood and with the benefit of using
energy efficient bulbs. We are asking residents to
replace their normal light bulbs on their porches with
energy efficient CFL bug lights. To be eligible, the
CFL bug light must be in a covered fixture and/or on
a covered porch area. If you are interested, contact
d e b o r a h o @ f a u b o u r g m a r i g n y.com to receive your
FREE CFL bug light for your porch. 

About Marigny Green: An overwhelming number of Marigny res-
idents wanted to reduce the negative impact that the 21 centu-
ry living has had on our neighborhood and the world. We creat-
ed a grass root environmental group named Marigny Green
under the auspices of Faubourg Marigny Improvement
Association (FMIA). The goal of Marigny Green is to make
resources and information available on living green and inform
the residents on how to get involved in green initiatives. Marigny
Green is comprised of seven initiatives which include ReLeaf
(tree planting), RePlant (plants and gardens), ReCycle ( batter-
ies and CFL’s), ReLight (energy-efficient lighting), and
Transportation (promoting safe bicycling), Enforcement, and
Research and Information. Each initiative is accomplishing
its goals through community outreach and networking with other
existing environmental groups throughout New Orleans. We
have already provided help to other neighborhood groups who
are interested in being green. If you are interested in
helping get the Marigny Green, please contact
deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org.   

French Quarter Fest

Thank you to the volunteers that manned the table across for
the US Mint during French Quarter Fest. We received great
response from the both the residents and visitors that attended

the event. We received over
300 signatures. In addition to
the table many festival atten-
dees wore our newly created
Poison Port t-shirts which
helped raise awareness of this
issue to all the came in contact
with.

If you are interested in a t-shirt
email Eva at evac@faubourgmarigny.org. The shirts are lime
green!

We Need Help

Like any effort is takes time and money. We are looking for peo-
ple to help us fact check, stuff envelopes, makes calls etc. If you
can help please email us at evac@faubourgmarigny.org.

We are also soliciting donations to help pay for all the signs, fly-
ers, banners etc. All donations are 100% tax deductible. You
can make donations online at our website NoColdNOLA.org or
send them in to PO Box, 770080 New Orleans, LA 70177. If you
wish to receive a donation letter please make sure to send us
your address.

WE ARE ALMOST THERE!
Thank you! We are $1,885 closer to our goal thanks to
the generous contributions over the last month.  And now
we only $1,315 away to realizing our matching grant for
at total of $20,000 for projects in our neighborhood!

We have raised $8,685 so far and are so close. Can you
make a donation to help us get there?

The money we raise will be used in part to renovate our
park. New benches, working drinking fountains, a work-
ing gate at Dauphine and Frenchmen are on the list. In
addition to raising money from the membership we are
soliciting money from grant giving sources.

Help us make it a reality. Any and all donations are
appreciated and TAX DEDUCTIBLE. To recognize differ-
ent levels of donations we have come up with the follow-
ing levels:

$1000+ Friends of Bernard
$500 - $999 Friends of Mandeville
$250 - $499 Friends of Elysian Fields
$100 - $249 Friends of Frenchmen
$10 - $99 Friends of the Marigny

Donations should be made payable to FMIA with the
words matching fund on the memo line and sent to
PO BOX 770080, New Orleans LA 70177. Thanks!

x
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The New Orleans Healing Center's search for a grocery
tenant has led back to The New Orleans Food Co-op.
The board of directors of the NOFC has committed to
open our 5,500 sq. ft. grocery store in the Healing Center
in 2010. 

The New Orleans Food Co-op invested in a professional
market study last year which shows that a grocery at the
Healing Center will be very successful. There is great
demand for a grocery services in the Marigny and sur-
rounding neighborhoods and there is adequate parking
for those traveling from neighborhoods in other parts of
New Orleans. When we open we will be providing 18 full
time jobs.

Our store will be a full line grocery with a focus on fresh
local and regional products. Our store is a co-op which
means it will be owned collectively by members of our
community. As a community-owned store it will be able to
respond more directly to our needs. We currently have
500 members who have invested to become part owner
of our co-op.

In May and June we will be launching our Member Loan
Drive. We have a goal of raising $100,000 in member
loans. The funds we receive from member loans along
with a loan from a local bank, grants from ORDA and
other organizations, and member equity payments will
get us close to securing the funding we need to open a
successful grocery store. 

Due to our limited fundraising capacity we have asked the
Healing Center to fund the build-out of our grocery store
space. We are working with Pres Kabacoff, who is the
Healing Center developer, to lobby the state legislature
for the funding necessary to build out our grocery store
space. We encourage everyone who lives in this neigh-
borhood to contact Juan LaFonta and J.P. Morrell and let
them know you want them to help bring a grocery store to
your neighborhood by supporting the Healing Center's
request for capital outlay.

If you are interested in joining the New Orleans Food Co-
op or want to help with our lobbying efforts or are already
a member and would like to make a loan, please visit our
website at www.nolafoodcoop.org

by John Calhoun

French Quarter Marigny
Historic Area Management District
(FQMAHMD)

This district was the idea of some business and residential inter-
ests in the French Quarter in response to the impending trash
crisis. In drafting the legislation their goal was to recapture a
portion of the state sales tax in the area for improvements. They
included a portion of the Marigny as they were selling the idea
to the State as an investment in one of its big economic
engines, tourism. The borders in the Marigny were determined
by economics: the area that was commercial and would gener-
ate the most funds. This naturally included Frenchmen Street.

The FMIA was invited to be a part of this Board to represent the
interests in the area. We lobbied to get the whole Marigny
Triangle included but since their selling point was tourism
adding anything more did not further the goals of the group. We
were, however, able to get them to agree to revisit this idea at
a later date.

The bill passed the legislature but was funded for only $50,000
instead of the sales tax rebate. This money was spent on a few
areas including the creation of a website. (www.fqmhd.com)
The group then lobbied the State to get $1,000,000 in the next
legislative session and it passed but the governor vetoed it.

In an attempt to secure funding, the group is now exploring the
idea of creating a taxing district. They have partnered with the
MOM group which started in response to the crime issues in the
quarter. The MOM group’s focus is for safety/security to combat
crime but can see some of the money going to other areas for
improvement.

Small focus groups were created to discuss this option. The
idea is to charge a flat fee for residents and small businesses
and charge a millage for larger businesses. At the last focus
group the FMIA stated that that the whole Marigny Triangle
would need to be included for the security district to make
sense, that money raised would need to be used for
safety/security and whatever money was raised in the Marigny
area should be used in that area. This was echoed by the other
participants.

At the FQMAHMD’s last commission meeting, the FMIA again
reiterated its position that the whole Marigny triangle area would
need to be included or this area should be removed from the
District. The board voted to pursue the taxing district. The next
step in this process is to change the legislation to allow the dis-
trict to levy taxes and to have the legislature vote in the taxing
district so that it can be voted on by the people who are in the
district.

At this juncture, our neighbors in the triangle need to decide
whether they want to be included in this district which includes
being taxed by the district. If you live in the Marigny Triangle
please let us know your thoughts.
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Thanks to our advertisers, the information for our association is more readily
available and for more households. Support our advertisers!
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MEETINGS

FMIA General and Board Meetings are open to the public.
Committees and committee meetings are also open to anyone
who is interested.

BOARD MEETINGS are the 1st Wednesday of each month at
7:00 PM. Location TBA (see www.faubourgmarigny.org)

GENERAL MEETINGS are the 3rd Monday of each month and
begin with a potluck at 6:30 PM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
2624 Burgundy Street. The meeting starts at 7:15 PM. (There
are NO general meetings in July and December.)

ADS AND ARTICLES
Ads and articles for the monthly newsletters are due by the
Friday following the Board Meeting.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS NEWSLETTER..
Member rates listed below are “per month” charges and
dependent on the number of times you place an advertisement.
Non-members pay an extra $3 per month.

Size 3 - 10 Times/yr. 1 - 2 Times/yr.
Full Page $90 $110
Half Page $45 $55
Quarter Page $30 $40
Back Quarter Page $45 $55
Business Card $18 $25

If we can be of any assistance with your ad, please send a
request for info to the website at www.faubourgmarigny.org. We
will handle your request as quickly as possible.

FMIA BOARD MEETING MINUTES–
April 1, 2009

Present: Gretchen, Ron, Chris, Reg, Eva, Deborah
Absent: Gene and Brian

OPENING:
1. Approvals by email - None
2. Approval of minutes from 3/3 Board and 3/16 General
Meeting: Gretchen Motion to approved board and defer
general meeting until they are published and vote by e-
mail  Second Eva Vote: Unanimous

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Reinventing the Crescent: No Status ( NS )
2. Visibility of Marigny: Banners Chris located the e-

mail from Caitlin and Avery and they are interested in
designing the banners.

3. Riverfront Alliance : NS
4. Conflict of Interest committee D
5. AIDS Memorial: Gene said they are not putting the

benches out because they want the plaques on the
benches donated. Chris said that FMIA was planning
to sell benches as a fundraiser. There is a difference of
opinion between the committee and us which can be
resolved. We are happy for the Committee to sell more
benches and have an area in the memorial area for the
plaques. We all agree that the Aids Memorial adds to
Washington Square Park. 

6. Historic markers: It was recommended that the

x
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marker on Elysian Fields be the original which is by the
fire station but should be in the middle on Esplanade
Ave. Gene is working on it on the appropriate wording
for the others. Deborah asked to put this on hold. 

7. Board Member responsibilities D
8. Office Space/Mandeville Fire House D
9. Art in WSP Guidelines D
10. Cold Storage Facility at Elysian Fields

• Website up thanks to Matt Del Vechio and Eva
Campos 

• E-mail Representatives
• Flyers
• We have had a lot of media attention
• Send pictures of trucks in the Quarter or causing traf-

fic to president@faubourgmarigny.org. 
11. Text Amendment to Frenchmen Overlay: April 16th

CPC Commission opposed the amendment and they
are going to City Council. Chris will attend.

12. Complaint 2120 North Rampart: Ron sent a letter
inviting them to come to a Board Meeting. 

13. E-mail response regarding Crime Alert: D
14. Night Hawk Diner: Was the Corner - it will be the

new Smitty’s . Chris reached out to Frank, the new
owner. He talked to the neighbors too. They said they
are operating under Night Hawk Diner until they get
their license. The tenants above the business have
been causing problems. 

15. Mardi Gras Zone: Chris sent an e-mail to Mary
Cunnigham, of Councilperson James Carter’s office
and a letter to Mardi Gras Zone. 

16. Master Plan: The draft Master Plan is on the web.
Meeting last night of the How We Live Committee.
Discussions included historic preservation, parks and
parkway, open space, neighborhoods, and housing.
Many participants felt that more education is needed.
The idea would cost too much money. Hot issues :
the talk of merging Park and Parkways with NORD (
did not work in the past), new special interest hous-
ing groups such as people who are single, empty
nesters, people who do not want old buildings. The
empty spaces of blighted houses and restoration of
old houses is too costly. Gene called it a “Myth” that
it is not too costly. UNOP worked very well and we all
addressed our problems. The question is why are we
reinventing the wheel? GOODY CLANCY said the
existing historic districts and zoning will be respected.
However, the density needs to be increased in the
historic area. The Marigny is already very dense.  
We need an ad hoc Committee. They kept talking
about these little meetings – what are they? They are
suppose to be meetings with each section and have
a draft during June.  MOTION: Gretchen - I move to
create an ad hoc zoning committee for Master Plan.
Second: Eva  VOTE: Unanimous  

17. Yearly Events No Status
18. Charity and Meeting 3/21/2009 : Gretchen went to

the meeting. They had a good turn out and good

information. 
19. 1137 Esplanade: Chris went to the meeting last

night. Chris told the group that FMIA never took a
stance on this project because the details were being
worked out. We said we liked the concept but we
needed more details. We were told that the project
would be 60% market rate and 40% low/moderate
geared towards tourists industry employees.
MOTION: Chris - I move to write a letter that the ratio
of mixed use concept has been changed from 60/40
market to 30/70. The mixed use change is not sus-
tainable and we do not support the project. Second:
Reg  VOTE: Unanimous 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. PRC Sellabration: May 30th. Should we do this?

8am to 1pm  Volunteers are needed 2 hrs shifts at 701
Magazine Street across from the Farmer’s Market. We
need a table, display, show case properties 10 for
sale, 20 minute presentation ( like power point ) , and
staff the table. MOTION: I move we participate in this
Sellabration. Second: Reg  Unanimous  EVA will post
for volunteers.

2. 609 St. Ferdinand – Jeff Becker: 40 x 100 ft. HMR3
this is the building that is the Dry Cleaner on St.
Ferdinand and right behind Bourg Lumber. It shares
the wall with the other building and the zoning line
goes down the building. Jeff Becker is interested in
purchasing the property for specific usage, called Arts
Spot Production. He wants to buy if for his company to
have a theater ( Black Box, 80 seats), community pro-
grams, offices, rehearsal space, scene shop for their
sets and a performance venue which would be 3 to 4
times a year. A secondary idea is to have workshops
there, - an educational component, poetry/ reader’s
theater and a special art exhibition area during
Prospect 2. 

There are a few encroachment issues with the shared
wall and zoning. Jeff would have to resolve these issues.
Jeff wants to change the zoning to HMLI. 
Q: What about the neighbors? A: Jeff said that there are
not many neighbors. There are neighbors across the
street and behind him.
Q: Parking? A: This is another hurdle and but he has a
relationship with NOCCA. 
Q: Are the seats bolted or removable in the 80 seat the-
ater? A: It can change in form. 
Q: Would you allow other groups to use it as a space? A:
He said he would shy away from it because he wants to
keep space pretty busy.
Q: Would you want to rent it out for other productions?
A: No.
Q: Sound and music, which means soundproofing? A:

Jeff said probably will have music. 
Q: Hours of operation? A: Jeff said, all hours when they

are working.
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Alerts and Forwarding Information, 5th District
Staffing, Crime collaborative 

9. Grants: Reg asked about grant people. We are putting
out feelers for grant writers. Chris has a person who
said she would charge about $400 and she is avail-
able.  

10. Home Tour: Reg has a list of 6 homes and working
on a few more. The next meeting is April 8th at 7pm.
Coupons for businesses are a good idea. 

11. Newsletter: We need 2 people to volunteer — an
overall editor and ads person.

12 HIRE SOMEONE? A discussion to hire someone for
10 – 20 hrs a week as duties needed. What tasks?
Follow up with correspondence, read minutes, com-
pile, track, and follow-up what we are doing, and keep
abreast of the issues. We need to look at our finan-
cials and see how to make it happened. Ron will pres-
ent a Committee Report on this Executive Assistant
position and their responsibilities. 

13. Orchids:
• Washington Square Park has been looking fantastic.

Thanks to all the people who help clean Washington
Square Park. We welcome our newest member,
Judy who has. 

• Turn Services on Royal and Elysian Fields have
pressured wash the sidewalks and have cleaned up
the area 

• Marigny Green/ReLeaf and Hike for KaTreeNa for
planting trees in our neighborhood 

Onions:
• Bicyclists who do not follow the law 

Next Board Meeting: Eva will host at Gretchen House on
May 6th 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. Meet the Neighbors- Marigny Brasserie

UNRESOLVED ISSUES (if there is time):
1. Marigny Advertising/Brochure
2. T-shirt ideas

Meeting ended 10:56pm

FMIA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
April 20, 2009 

Chris Costello opened the meeting at 7:15pm

Announcements:

1. Thanks to all who donated for Save our Tree Fund.
We can enjoy the park all spring long because we

Q: Event hours? A: 8-11PM (Chris said the zoning could
have restrictions.) 
Q: Alcohol for your events? A: Need to think about it.
Chris said he did not think alcohol would not be allowed. 
Q: Jeff asked if it was not a performance venue would it
be easier to do. A: Chris said that we have a residential
neighborhood comingling with businesses. There are
issues of noise, hours of operation, and parking. The
building would have to be soundproof and construction
hours would be 7am to 3pm. 
Q: Jeff asked if it was a studio/office and not bigger than
2000sq. ft. would it need separate meters and doors?
Chris said he would need to find out. There is a
home/office rule.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
1. Treasurer’s report:
2. Caroling: NS
3. Marigny Green: Bug lights for Marigny residents will

be available. 
Marigny Green/Releaf: Moose Jackson came to the
meeting and said: We had a goal of 100 trees and at
this time we have 76 trees planted. Monique Pilie from
Hike from KaTreeNa can not give us more trees.
Moose asked if he could organize for her. She said
that they need money for trees. The average cost for
24 trees is $240, $20 per tree . This is a small price to
pay.  Hike for KaTreeNa has donated over 50 trees to
the Marigny. Moose said he has some people lined up
and would push to get others on board. Marigny
Green/ReLeaf has made this happened. This is an
excellent program for our neighborhood. MOTION: I
move we allocated $240 to Marigny Green/ReLeaf for
Hike for KaTreeNa. Second: Gretchen VOTE:
Unanimous 

4. Ray from Krewe du Vieux: Den of Muses is a mem-
ber of FMIA.  Den of Muses will open for the Home
Tour 12 – 6 . The Krewe store will also be opened.
Ray said parental discretion should be on the poster
due to the nature of the floats. CHRIS: Can Chartres
St. be penciled in the route for next year? Ray: They
end where they end up. Q: Could you have an EMT
vehicle? A: We look into it.  Q: Cleaning the neighbor-
hood? Chris discussed the trash issue. It would be
nice to look into this. If SDT could follow the parade
and pick up would really help. A: Torres said he has
no jurisdiction over the rectangle. Ray said they will
do better next year. We invite the Captain to contact
us. Ray said there is a problem with police districts
and would rather have 8th district in charge.  

5. Blight: D
6. Zoning: Still working on the RDO
7. Enforcement

2106 Chartres : Lazziza – hearing April 16th. 
2100 Burgundy: Fred Morgan NS

8. Crime: Need policy for e-mails that deal with Crime
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sprayed for buck moths. It cost $1500 to have the park
sprayed and we have not made our goal. Donations
are appreciated. 

2. DUES: Please renew especially now due to the prob-
lem with cold storage because we need working capi-
tal. You can pay on-line or send a check. Please
encourage your neighbors to join our organization so
everyone’s voice can be heard.

3. N e w s l e t t e r : Hopefully everyone has gotten their
newsletter. We are a volunteer organization; we have
had so much to do. You will receive a February and
March newsletter. KUDOS to Ron, our layout person.
It is a lot of work. Thank you so much. If you are inter-
ested in writing an article, please let us know.

4. Marigny Green Recycle accepts batteries and CFLs
for recycling. Radio Shack recycles the batteries and
Home Depot recycles the CFLs. 

5. Marigny Green ReLeaf – We only have 24 trees left
to plant to reach our goal of 100 trees. If you are inter-
ested please contact marignyreleaf@gmail.com. 

6. Home Tour: May 17, 2009: Reg Medellion, Home
Tour Coordinator regm@faubourgmarigny. o r g .
Volunteers for house sitting (2 hrs shift) are needed.
This year it is really exciting. It is in the rectangle.
Tickets will be available in many locations. The Art
Market begins at 10 am, the Kids’ Activity Tent and
music to have a delightful day in the Faubourg
Marigny. Please invite friends to come and enjoy our
neighborhood, Washington Square Park, and our local
businesses. 

7. Derrick Morrison 504-908-5310 Save Charity Derrick
said there will be an open hearing before City Council.
We have over 50 organizations to support Save
Charity. An evening hearing in the Council Chambers
is May 12 at 6pm.  They need community support and
community organizations. There is also a campaign to
stop Gov. Jindal from closing NOAH. The state is pro-
posing a consolidation of mental health to be located
in Mandeville. E-mail  bobby.jindal@la.gov  or 225-
342-7015  or write PO BOX 94004  Baton Rouge LA
70804 . 

8. Meet the Neighbors at Marigny Brassiere on April
14th was a great social event. It is a nice way to meet
people in the neighborhood.

9. T-shirts and Mugs are available and great for pres-
ents.  

10. Green Project is having an event on July 18th
called Wearable A r t - fashion show for teens
through adults. Call the Green Project for artist pack-

ets. The fashion show will be judged by profession-
als, sort of like a project runway. The event will be at
Howlin’ Wolf. 

TOPICS:

1. Master Plan at 6pm  3756 Louisa Street at Caffin.
Everyone is encouraged to attend and make com-
ments. We have our own zoning that works for our
neighborhood. We have the RDO and the Frenchmen
Street Overlay. It is a mixture of residents and com-
mercial.

2. 1137 Esplanade: Esplanade at North Rampart. This
property is being developed by HRI (Pres Kabacroff).
There has been a lot of controversy over the project.
The neighborhoods have been working with HRI to
create something more appropriate for the area. They
question if there is still a need for affordable housing.
What has happened right now: at the City Council
Meeting. Councilperson, James Carter worked with
several groups of people on a compromise: 1) no more
than 49 units; 2) better architecture of the building; 3)
60% market rate and 40% affordable. There will be a
neighborhood covenant. All groups agreed. The draw-
ings were posted for all to view at the General
Meeting. 

3. New Orleans Cold Storage wants to expand to the
Gov. Nicholas and Esplanade Wharfs. What is hap-
pening now? 
• We had a booth at FQ festival
• T-shirts made - lime green gave us a lot of exposure
• Rented a u-haul and put a big banner on it for FQF
• Crawfish boil fundraiser on April 18th on Marigny St. 

There is a lot of misinformation - fact vs. fiction: 
• Traffic: We started to fact check. They usually have

45 hundred ton ships and an 18-wheeler holds 18.2
tons. They will need a lot more than 100 trucks. It
takes 450 18-wheelers to fill up a big ship. There are
vibrations, and pollution from the shipa themselves
which will be berthed at the facility. They are refriger-
ated and they need electricity – separate engines
that are going to keep the refrigerated units going. It
is an incredible amount of pollution.

• Health and Safety: Ammonia is toxic and does not
“easily” dissipate in the air. It is in the liquid state  and
cool on evaporation to create a dense cloud of
ammonia. 

• Health and Safety: The location will be 60 ft. back.
The damage will be from the force of the ship that
would damage the system. The rigid metal pipes
would cause leaks.  
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• The Port even omits that this wharf is hit on average
of every 8 years. It is a dangerous part of the river.

• Misinformation: 
1) No one is losing a job – they have come up with 5

locations and they chose this one. This one the Port
felt was the most cost effective, the shortest time,
and fit their criteria. The Port did not think of our
issues. The State has been subsidizing NOCS
since Katrina. 

2) We realize that this is the Port’s land but should not
affect everyone that surrounds the Port. The land is
zoned a park (VCP). It is grandfathered in and the
Port has said it is Maritime usage. The port has
given up the maritime usage in our neighborhood
and now they want to put a heavy industrial facility
located near two historic neighborhoods and the
French Quarter.

3) Gary said: 15 yrs. ago they gave 100 million dollars
to have trucks go behind the flood wall. The Port
decided to use the industrial space for their offices.
Thus, all the down river wharfs will be freed up for
parks. 

4) Q: Possibility of the pollution – is ammonia flamma-
ble? It is a bomb making material. What about
Homeland Security? A: If you have information
please let us know.

5) Lisa S:  Port is lobbying for 20 million CBGD funds
- they need 40-60 million to make this happen. An
Environmental Impact study has to be done and it
should include the study of the vibration of the
trucks. 

6) Jim: where are they going to store all these trucks?
A: The Port said that they will use the Mardi Gras
Truck Stop. It is used for traveling trucks that have
contracts. 

7) They are saying it is a done deal: It is not a done
deal. They have to come up with the other money;
they have been allocated $20 million. Ed Horan, of
zoning, said, “they will have to go through condition-
al use with CPC and City Council before they get a
permit. They will use Federal Funds and will have to
have a Section 106 review.”

8) Juan LaFonta has told people that this is a done
deal. Why is he saying this? A: He is our elected
representative and we expect him to represent us.
It is not a done deal as mentioned.

9) How could any one in the French Quarter think this
is a good idea? A: There are VCPORA members
who are opposed as well as many residents 

10) Why not spend the money to upgrade the locks in
the Industrial Canal? A: The Port is using loss of
jobs if this does not happen. This is an expansion
of NOCS. No jobs will be lost. 

11) Do we have any other representative? A: We have
sent many e-mails to our representatives.

12) Public Belt Railroad has concerns because of the
amount of trucks crossing their tracks. It could
cause a greater increase of derailment. 

13) What about leaks? A: Yes, they omit that they have
had leaks.

14) What about the National Park? Air quality survey?
A: Good questions and we will look into this.

15) According to the Port, NOCS has a great safety
record. Of the four facilities they had, 3 have been
sited for safety. EPA said they can’t do anything
until they have applied for a permit.

16) In Minnesota an accident occurred and they evac-
uated the entire town. When it goes wrong, it goes
horribly wrong.

WHAT TO DO:

1) Call Gov. Jindal  225-342-0991 - Chris called and
opened the case. When you call you will give your
name, address and that you are opposed to the
expansion of the cold storage facility in the French
Quarter at the Gov. Nichols and Esplanade Wharfs.
Please inform all your friends and have them call. 

2) Advocate: Go to our website and sign the petition,
call Gov. Jindal and have your friends do the same.

3) E-mail:  Anyone who is concerned for the French
Quarter and historic neighbors.

4) Pick up banners, yard signs, flyers and laminated a
flyer for the back of the car and SHOW your oppo-
sition to this. 

5) Talk: Talk to everyone and ask everyone about it.
Educate them on it. It is the domino effect. 

6) VCC has invited the Port  May 6, 2009 at 1:30 at the
Mint  to discuss this and voice your concerns.
Please call all the Council members.  We had a
meeting with Councilperson James Carter and he
cancelled and Councilperson Arnie Fielkow is look-
ing into it. 

7) Time Line: The Port has to through a certain
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BOARD MEMBERS

Chris Costello, President
president@faubourgmarigny.org

Reg Medellin, Vice President
vicepresident@faubourgmarigny.org

Brian Frye, Treasurer
treasurer@faubourgmarigny.org

Ron Petty, Corresponding Secretary
secretary@faubourgmarigny.org

Deborah Oppenheim, Recording Secretary
deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org

Gene Cizek, Past President
genec@faubourgmarigny.org 

Gretchen Bomboy
gretchenb@faubourgmarigny.org

Eva Campos
evac@faubourgmarigny.org

COMMITTEES

Advertising – Angela Carll
advertising@faubourgmarigny.org

Art – Deborah Oppenheim
art@faubourgmarigny.org

Blight – Howard Allen
blight@faubourgmarigny.org

Bylaws – Gary deLeaumont
bylaws@faubourgmarigny.org

Caroling – Kellye Soto
caroling@faubourgmarigny.org

Community Outreach – 
outreach@faubourgmarigny.org

Crime Prevention
crimeprevention@faubourgmarigny.org

Education – Deborah Oppenheim
education@faubourgmarigny.org

Frenchmen Street -
frenchmen@faubourgmarigny.org

Fundraising –
fundraising@faubourgmarigny.org

Hospitality – Gary deLeaumont
hospitality@faubourgmarigny.org

Marigny Green – Deborah Oppenheim
green@faubourgmarigny.org

Membership – Gary deLeaumont
membership@faubourgmarigny.org

Neighborhood Development – 
development@faubourgmarigny.org

Newsletter Editor - Ron Budenich
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org

Special Projects – Gary deLeaumont
projects@faubourgmarigny.org

Washington Square Park – Chris Costello
washingtonpk@faubourgmarigny.org

Website – Chris Costello
website@faubourgmarigny.org

Volunteer - Eva Campos
volunteer@faubourgmarigny.org

process. 

8) Sign-up to talk to neighbors – please take a block
and be an advocate.

9) We need help – 2 hrs to help and it would mean the
world to us. This is everyone’s crusade. WE NEED
HELP! Stuffing envelopes, e-mails, proofing, check-
ing facts, and handing out flyers. Contact Eva at
evac@faubourgmarigny.org  

10) May 5, 2009 is New Orleans day in Baton Rouge.

11) Jazz Fest - Please don’t be intrusive but try to edu-
cate people by handing out flyers and have them
call Gov. Jindal’s office.

12) Candidate, Jarrett Brossett who is running for
District 97 has studied the issue. He said he is not
in support of the location. He believes in the fabric
of the neighborhood. Jarrett said THANKS for your
vote of confidence in the April election and the run-
off election is May 2nd.  Early voting has started
for the May 2nd run-off at City Hall 8:30-6 pm or
Algiers Court House. 

Spotted Cat has changed hands. They want to be a
good neighbor and work with the association. Q: Will you
restore the balcony since it was taken down without per-
mits? A: Rocky, new operator said he has spoken to
HDLC. 

The meeting ended at 8:40pm
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Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association. Content, editorials
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the offi-
cial views of the FMIA, its Board or its members.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny a re copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter (including
photographs and original artwork) must be obtained
from the editor and/or byline columnist. 

The editor reserves the right to reject submissions includ-
ing editorial and advertising content. Send contributions
to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080, NOLA 70177 or
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.  

To advertise in the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.

General Meeting • Monday, May 18

NEXT GENERAL MEETING • Monday, June 15

PAY YOUR DUES

DELIVER BY 5/15/09


