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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make the Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Meet the Neighbors
2nd TUESDAY • 6:30 - 8:30 PM

See Website for location

NONPAC MEETINGS
5TH District

2nd Wednesday • 7 PM

2372 St. Claude Avenue

8TH District
2nd Thursday • 5:30 PM

Maison Dupuy Hotel

1001 Toulouse

ST. CLAUDE AVENUE MAIN

STREET MEETINGS
2372 St. Claude Avenue

Call 616.7637

EVERY SATURDAY
UPPER 9th WARD

GREEN MARKET

1 - 4 PM 

Holy Angels Convent

3500 St. Claude

APRIL 2009

General Meeting • January 19

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

MAY 2009

Board Meeting • May 6

7:00 PM • Location TBA

37TH ANNUAL HOME TOUR

& ART MARKET
Sunday, May 17

10 AM - 4 PM

General Meeting • May 18

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

JUNE 2009

Board Meeting • June 3

7:00 PM • Location TBA

General Meeting • June 22

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
PRESIDENT’S REPORT — Chris Costello

It has been a busy past few months. Krewe Du Vieux, Mardi
Gras and St Patrick’s Day were welcome breaks from a hectic
schedule of meetings upon meetings to tackle the issues in the
neighborhood. Although we tried, there were not enough hours
in the day to complete all the tasks we needed to accomplish
which is why we were without a newsletter for February and
March. There is a lot to cover so sit back and get comfortable.

A big thank you to Krewe Du Vieux for another great parade.
This year marked the biggest turn out for the parade and
although the route changed it did not affect the spirit of the rev-
elers. If you did not get a good look at the floats the Krewe will
be opening up their den for our Home Tour. Stop by to see the
true brilliance of the parade. (more on pg. 6)

We have been working to better educate ourselves about the
proposed expansion of New Orleans Cold Storage to the
Esplanade/Governor Nicholls Wharfs. After careful considera-
tion and feedback from the membership the Board voted to
oppose the expansion to this location. Although we support the
Port, the cold storage industry and New Orleans Cold Storage,
this facility is too intense for our neighborhood and the health
and safety risks are unacceptable. We need your help to make
sure this facility finds a more suitable location. Please get
involved. (more pg. 12)

The beautiful oaks in Washington Square Park will again enjoy
a Spring free from the ravenous buck moth caterpillars. And we
will be spared their awful sting thanks to the generous dona-
tions from businesses and individuals to spray trees. We have
big plans for the park and are looking for help to implement
them. If you can help out please let us know. (more on pg. 10)

— continued pg. 2, col. 1
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued from page 1, column 2

The first draft of the Master Plan is out. We have been looking
it over to make sure our neighborhood will benefit from any of
the proposed changes. I encourage everyone to take a look at
what is proposed. This will be the document that guides the
land use for the city for the next century. We need everyone,
especially the urban planners, architects and developers that
live in our neighborhood to chime in so we can create the best
document possible. (more on pg. 8)

The Main Street program has had a big boost from the efforts
of the MIT students who have taken our Main Street on as their
semester project. There have been 2 meetings to discuss our
commercial corridor from which the students will develop a
plan. Part of the plan is to have a painting party to paint the
buildings on the street. I encourage people to get involved. A
thriving commercial corridor is close at hand if we all get chip
in. (more on pg. 7)

We have a great year ahead of us with a renewed spirit and
increased opportunity to do more good. I hope I can count on
you to be a part of our endeavors to continue our charge to
make the Marigny a great place to live, work and play.

MEET THE NEIGHBORS UPDATE

Thank you to Salon Marigny and d.b.a. for hosting our
February and March Meet the Neighbors night respec-
tively. It was great to see so many people come out to
support our business and get to know their neighbors.

Come meet your neighbors and socialize with your fellow
Marigny residents at our Meet the Neighbors night. We
are on our second year of monthly Meet the Neighbors
night social and it keeps getting better.

Our next installment will be on May 12th. Check our web-
site for current location and time.

Stop by, support our local businesses and enjoy your
neighborhood and neighbors!

Congratulations to:
Deanna, Thomas & Amelia Woody on their
newest reason to smile: Julia Adeline

Danielle & Michael Pizzolatto on their
newest reason to smile: Cecilia Marie

Above info was corrected from the January newsletter

At our last two membership meetings we have discussed the
issue of the proposed expansion of the Cold Storage Facility to
the Esplanade/Governor Nicholls Wharfs. You may be aware
that many residents and business leaders have come together
to openly oppose the proposed expansion as has the FMIA.

Although we support the Port, the cold storage industry and
New Orleans Cold Storage, we want to raise awareness to the
fact that this location is too damaging to the character, quality of
life and safety of the surrounding neighborhoods, tourist attrac-
tions and businesses.

As you know, we believe in smart development which creates
new business opportunities without compromising the quality of
life for our residents.  This proposed facility will drastically affect
the quality of life of Faubourg Marigny residents because:

• The Cold Storage Facility will house 40,000 pounds of toxic
anhydrous ammonia to function. Although these types of sys-
tem are considered “safe”, these types of systems are not
located on wharfs on the most treacherous part of our river
which have been hit on average every 8 years. Should a leak
occur, an evacuation will be enacted on the residents, busi-
ness and tourists in and around the location. If inhaled, this
gas can cause burns to throat and lungs and even blindness
or death.

• Up to 400+ 18 wheelers will be driving through the neighbor-
hood daily, causing excess pollution, further damage to streets
and unnecessary traffic. Additionally, the trucks must remain
on to power  their refrigeration units causing more pollution.

• Up to 3 refrigerated cargo ships will cause excess pollution
into our neighborhoods and pose another ammonia leak risk.
These ships must also remain on to power their refrigeration
units which can hold, depending on the size, up to 8000 tons
of products. Also, these ships being docked at this location
become a navigational hazard and having literal tons of
ammonia on board cause a serious safety risk.

Many residents and business leaders who are aware of the
issues have come together to oppose the development of an
industrial plant using dangerous chemicals in a highly trafficked
and populated area. Our economy, health and quality of life are
at risk.

The New Orleans Cold Storage facility, or any similar industrial
site, should be located in an appropriate industrial area. Not in
an historic, residential, tourism center.

If you have an announcement you would like us to include,
please let us know!
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We hope the have your support in opposing this proposed development.

How can you help?

Advocate

The first step to protecting our safety and quality of life is to become aware of the facts and hazards, and encourage other to look into
this threat. Chemical, industrial facilities belong in appropriately designated industrial areas. Openly support our effort, and your name
to our growing roster. Sign the petition and email your elected officials in just a ew east steps. www.NoColdNOLA.org

Email

Please email colleagues, neighbors, family and friends to increase awareness of the situation and inform them of the quality of life and
safety issues.

Show

Put a banner, yard or window signs in your home or business to show support for the relocation of the Cold Storage Unit to an industri-
al area.  This will raise awareness to the issue. Please email Eva Campos at evac@faubourgmarigny.org to get signs of flyers.

Talk

Discuss this important issue with neighbors and friends to help raise awareness. Direct people to the web site www.NoColdNOLA.org to
learn more about the issue, to sign the petition and to email officials

Share

Pass along any information you have about the Port, New Orleans Cold Storage, cold storage facilities or anything that might be useful
in our cause. Please email information to Eva Campos at evac@faubourgmarigny.org. All information sent will be treated as anonymous.

We spend precious amounts time locating a place to live with a wonderful quality of life. This issue undermines our decision. To protect
our health, homes, economy and quality of life we must speak up. 

STOP COLD STORAGE AT ESPLANADE AND GOV. NICHOLLS WHARVES - cont’d.
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OffBeat is offbeat on
Frenchmen Street

In the April article, “Another Trouble Street”, John Swenson
didn’t get the facts straight and erroneously accused our
neighborhood association of bad acts and intentions.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

The Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association has been
a champion for enhancing Frenchman Street. We are proud
of what Frenchman Street has become and for supporting
and protecting businesses and residences in our communi-
ty.

The FMIA was a primary author of The Frenchmen Street
Arts and Cultural Overlay, an incubator for live music.
Simply reading the overlay and its intent would have educat-
ed him on this, as well as the fact that unlike Bourbon Street,
we crafted protective safeguards into the overlay that pro-
hibited t-shirt shops and the like from taking over.

The trouble on Frenchmen Street started when the City
failed to enforce the overlay which is designed to protect the
delicate balance of the mixed uses in our neighborhood.
This failure allowed some business owners to develop an, I
can do whatever I want attitude, disrupting the lives of our
neighborhood residences and businesses who call the
Marigny triangle home.

Some businesses forget that they are in a neighborhood. All
businesses need to be aware that what they do affects the
lives of people that live and work around them, some who
might need to be asleep at 1 a.m. on a Thursday. They need
to be as concerned with being good neighbors as they are
with making money.

Swenson’s article omits the reasons why these establish-
ments were cited by the City and State. In the case of
Lazziza’s, the owner decided to play live music at such a
volume and at off hours that the neighbors complained. The
neighborhood association intervened to help by having the
neighbors communicate their concerns with the owner and
although he made some changes, the noise remained
unbearable. In fact, the actions and subsequent inaction of
Lazziza’s drove a long-standing B&B on the same street out
of business because their guests could not sleep.

As for Hookah Café, when the State came out the first time
they only issued a warning on the smoking issue and found
no other problems. When the State returned, Hookah Café
was cited again for the smoking issue but was also cited for
5 other violations of their liquor license. The neighborhood
association stepped in again to try and help, but if a busi-
ness decides to operate outside their license and break the
law, there is little that can be done. In contrast to what was
reported we came up with a solution to the smoking issue
but Hookah Café decided it was not good enough.

x
Buckmoth Caterpillars

Gone!

Thank you for the generous donations to the
Save Our Tree fund which has allowed us to spray our beautiful
oaks in Washington Square Park to help them recover from the
damage they suffered from the storm and to rid them of the buck
moth caterpillars that relentlessly eat their precious leaves they
need to help make them healthy.

With the tree sprayed and fertilized at the same time we will be
able to enjoy their cool shade and our park without the fear of
being stung.

We are a bit shy on the $1,500 needed to pay for the spraying.
If you can help by adopting a tree it would be a great help. Any
money left over will be used for next year’s spraying. The cost
is $55 per tree, $30 for half a tree. And remember your donation
is 100% tax deductible!

Please send checks made payable to FMIA with "Save Our
Trees" in the memo. Send to:

FMIA, Save Our Trees
P.O. Box 770080
New Orleans, LA 70177

The FMIA is committed to supporting businesses and resi-
dences to work respectfully together to make the Marigny a
great place to live, work and play.  If everyone follows the
rules, we can all enjoy Frenchman Street.

The simple fact is that most of our businesses know and fol-
low the law. They thrive and so does our neighborhood.
Some business owners disregard the laws that affect their
businesses, including the Frenchmen Street Overlay and
when they get caught, point the finger at everyone else.

We support live music as evidenced by the hundreds of
hours we put into working with residents, the businesses on
Frenchmen Street and the City to come up with the Overlay.
We want it to work, and that requires that everyone play by
the rules and respect each other.

Business owners who choose not to actively participate in
our community and claim they have not been invited to
meetings—which are open to the public, posted on our web-
site and printed in our free newsletter—only demonstrate
their intentional disconnect and disrespect for the people
that live and work here.

It appears that Offbeat is suggesting that live music super-
sedes a neighbor’s right to sleep or another business’ right
to operate. Ironic that a publication with offices on
Frenchmen Street would be so uninformed about business-
es that choose to break the law and do not respect their
neighbors. Offbeat is a great magazine, but in this instance,
they are offbeat with reality.

Offbeat…cont’d. from col. 1
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Marigny Green
By Deborah Oppenheim

An overwhelming number of Marigny residents wanted to
reduce the negative impact that the 21 century living has
had on our neighborhood and the world. We created a grass
root environmental group named Marigny Green under the
auspices of Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association
(FMIA).The goal of Marigny Green is to make resources and
information available on living green and inform the resi-
dents on how to get involved in green initiatives. Marigny
Green is comprised of seven initiatives which include
ReLeaf (tree planting), RePlant (plants and gardens),
ReCycle (batteries and CFL’s), ReLight (energy-efficient
lighting), and Transportation (promoting safe bicycling),
Enforcement, and Research and Information. Each initiative
is accomplishing its goals through community outreach and
networking with other existing environmental groups
throughout New Orleans. We have already provided help to
other neighborhood groups who are interested in being
green. If you are interested in helping get the Marigny
Green, please contact deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org.   

In particular I would like to highlight the recent successes of
our Marigny Green/ReLeaf tree planting project. Our initial
goal was to plant 100 new trees throughout the Marigny
neighborhood this spring. It looks like we will accomplish this
goal in April. In partnership with Hike-for-KaTREEna, on
Saturday February 28th, we planted fifty new trees with the
help of more than twenty volunteers. Numerous trees have
been provided to the Marigny by Park and Parkways
Partners. The Marigny Green/ReLeaf initiative has been
exemplary example of the power of community outreach
and grassroots organizing. It involved contacting 100% of
local residents and small businesses, city permitting for
sidewalk cutting, and network with the existing organization
with tree planting expertise. Marigny Green and Marigny
Green/ReLeaf is continuing to grow and expand in the
upcoming years providing for a happier, healthier, and more
environmentally friendly neighborhood for all. For more
information, contact Speck at marignyreleaf@gmail.com. 

ReLight for Safety and
Conservation

The ReLight initiative was created to help
light up our neighborhood and a benefit is
that we can use energy efficient bulbs. We
are asking residents to replace their normal
light bulbs on their porches with energy
efficient CFL bug lights. To be eligible the CFL bug light
must be in a covered fixture and/or on a covered
porch area. If you are interested, contact
d e b o r a h o @ f a u b o u r g m a r i g n y.com to receive your FREE
C F L bug light for your porch. 

More Marigny Green Project info on page 7

Come view some of the oldest buildings in the Creole
Faubourgs!  This year’s Home Tour highlights the historic
Faubourg Marigny Rectangle.  The tour will feature six pri-
vate residences each distinctively unique in architecture and
interior design.

In keeping with the rebuilding efforts, four of the historic
homes have been totally renovated and illustrate the com-
mitment these Marigny residents have for the neighborhood.
This year’s Tour illustrates a wide range of architectural
design, from Creole Cottage and Double Shotgun to con-
verted commercial space.  Not only is the architecture a
must-see, the historic value associated with each of these
properties speaks volumes. 

This year’s Home Tour once again will include an Art Mart
with local artists exhibiting and selling their work. The Art
Mart will begin at 10 a.m. and the tours at Noon.  In addition
we will have a live music featuring two local bands adding to
the festivities and a Kids Activity area that will feature lots of
fun activities for kids to participate during the Home Tour.

Come invite your friends and neighbors and make a day of
it!

EVENT SCHEDULE
10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Art Market
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. – Kids Activity Area
11:00 a.m. – Music starts
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. - Tour tickets available in Washington
Square Park
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. - Home & Garden Tour

TICKETS
Tickets are available in advance online, via phone or at
selected locations in the city. Check out web site for loca-
tions. When placing phone orders, please leave your full
name, number of tickets and a phone number where you
can be reached. The number is 888-312-0812.

Day-of-tour tickets are available for in Washington Square
Park. 

VOLUNTEER
If you, or someone you know would like to volunteer during
the Home Tour please contact Reg Medellin (504) 940-4042
or our volunteer coordinator Eva Campos (504) 444-8313.
Volunteers who serve a two hour shift will get a free ticket to
the tour.

37th Annual Home & Garden Tour,
Art Market, Music & Kids Area
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Orchids
Thank You: Speck of Marigny Green/Releaf,
Hike for KaTreena, Monique Pilie, Bourg
L u m b e r, Moose for helping Speck cut the holes;
all the volunteers who helped plant trees on
February 28 - Eva, Alison Wells, Peter Dorsett,
Raz, Deborah, and Rick - for all their help and
dedications; and the Bike Carts who cycled their
trees for planting; and kudos to the ownenrs who
planted trees.

To residents who paint over graff i t i .

To d.b.a. for the Meet the Neighbors night on
March 10th.

To residents for the lovely spring plantings.

ONIONS
To businesses who leave graffiti on their
buildings.

To people who throw their trash on the
sidewalks.

x

NO MORE BLIGHT —
Join Us in Our Fight

Thank you to Howard Allen for heading our Blight
Committee. Without his dedica-
tion we would not be as far
along as we are in combating
blight in our neighborhood. We
would also like to thank the res-
idents who have taken the time
out of their busy schedules to
come to hearings to testify
about properties. By having you
there, we are able to build bet-
ter cases and show a pattern of
neglect for these properties.

On March 3, 2009 the City held adjudication hearings on
the blighted properties on St. Claude Avenue within our
Main Street area. Among these properties was the build-
ing leased by Robert’s Fresh Market but owned by the
Schweggman family. Many residents were there to testify
although the owners decided to not show up for the hear-
ing and they were fined the maximum. Although the own-
ers were not there they heard loud and clear. They
applied for and on 3/10/2009 were given a Certificate of
Appropriateness from the HDLC so they can repair their
building. 

Status from 3/3/09 Adjudication Hearing:
2124/26 St. Claude Ave - fined $570
2242 St. Claude Ave - rescheduled for 4/15
2246 St. Claude Ave - rescheduled for 5/6
2400 St. Claude Ave - rescheduled for 5/13
2501 St. Claude Ave - rescheduled for 5/13
2700 St. Claude Ave - rescheduled for 4/15

Status of Demolition By Neglect from 1/16/09, 2/13/09
& 3/13/09 Historic District Landmarks Commission
(HDLC) Meeting
2800 N. Rampart St. - cited for demolition by neglect
724 Spain St. - cited for demolition by neglect
2705-07 Decatur St. - cited for demolition by neglect
2604-06 Dauphine St. - cited for demolition by neglect

We have been helping the City cite owners of blighted
properties as part of our plan to combat blight. This is the
first step in the process which will lead to the adjudication
of the properties if the owners do not bring their proper-
ties out of their blight status. We will announce the dates
and time of these adjudication hearings as it is important
that we show a strong presence at these hearings. The
Hearing Officers need to hear how these properties and
the continued lack of their maintenance affect our neigh-
borhood and our lives.

If you know of a property that has visible damage and/or
is vacant; please let us know so we may add them to the
list. You can e-mail us at info@faubourgmarigny.org with
the address of the property, or call us at 888-321-0812
with the same information.

We all want to live in a safe and healthy neighborhood.
We are asking these neighbors to help us in rebuilding
our neighborhood and City by taking care of their proper-
ty.
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St. Claude Main Street Happenings

Even though there is little physical evidence, a lot has been going on St.

Claude Avenue.

On March 3,the City's adjudication panel declared the Schwegmann's market

at the corner of Elysian Fields and St. Claude blighted property. Daily fines of

$500.00 began on 3 April. There have been other signs that the blight program

is working. D&G Body work, the Goodchildren/Nails building, and Henry's

have all received a new coat of paint. Mr. Dan's Thrift Store has been sold to

a developer who has already been in contact with me enquiring about restora-

tion tax credits. The owner of the Auto parts building has also spoken to me,

and promises the building will improve in the next few months.

MIT Urban planning Grad students who are studying our St. Claude Avenue

Main St. were in town in March, and presented their preliminary report in two

public meetings. The short term recommendations are to start a new Business

owners organization, and to bring various neighborhood groups together to

begin working together for a better St. Claude. Ideas proposed included better

lighting of buildings, streetscape improvements and facade painting. There is

also a separate proposal to add hand painted trash barrels to the St. Claude

streetscape. These would be sponsored by the businesses, who would provide

the liners and emptying and  painted by local artists. 

MIT will be returning April 27-28th present their draft conclusions and help

with a St. Claude project. Please mark your calendars. 

I attended the last board meeting of the RTA along with Chris Costello and was

delighted by the support for the Desire Streetcar line. Veolia VP Justin

Augustine briefed the board on a recent trip to Washington D.C. to prioritize

streetcar projects. Number one is the "French Quarter Loop" which is intend-

ed to travel as far as Poland Ave. 2nd Congressional District (that's us) Rep.

Cao is a member of the House Transportation Committee. We are hoping for

his strong support for the project. 

The City is moving forward on St. Roch, though there seems to be a miscon-

ception that the marketplace should be self supporting or revenue generating.

To the contrary, the market is a revitalization kick start to attract food based

small businesses and provide us with access to the best of regional foods.

Please contact Councilmember Carter's office to continue the push to start

work on the market.

Goodchildren Social Aid and Pleasure Club's 2nd Annual Easter parade will roll

at 2:00 from Poland Ave on Easter Sunday. For more info, visit

www.goodchildrencarnivalclub.org.

April 16, the President of the National Trust for Historic Preservation will host

a visit of the National Trust Council. St. Claude Main Street is offered as an

optional tour, and the small bus is already filled. I'll be showing the visitors the

Marigny and St. Roch as well as a stop at CANO and St. Roch cemetery. The

tour will focus on revitalizing St. Claude through the Food District and efforts

to adapt support services (trash, store access, food access) to our historic

built environment.

Colton Art Studio is proposing a series of concerts during Jazz Fest as funder

raisers (including Main Street) and as means to bring the festival into the local

neighborhood. Visit  www.CANO.org for more imformation.

I am also working with the culinary program at Colton to begin a "guerrilla

grocery" program. We will be working to encourage the truck vendors to locate

around Colton at specific days and times. These will be posted so locals can

take advantage of access to fresh produce. Produce is now available at Hank's

Seafood (Port & St. Claude). Stop in and check out their new layout.

Questions, or to get involved, please call Robyn at (504) 301.9023, or

Robyn@stclaudemainstreet.org. We especially need someone to set up and

maintain an active web site.

Marigny Gets ReLeaf:
Tree Planting A Success

Thank you to Rebecca Green and
Raymond Jackson for their hard
work in spearheading our ReLeaf
effort to replace fallen trees in our
neighborhood and plant new ones. 

On Saturday, February 28, 2009 30
trees were planted throughout the
neighborhood with the kind and
generous help of Monique Pilie from Hike-for-Katreena. The
day began with a Tree Dedication Ceremony at the corner of
Port and Chartres Streets as was followed by tree planting with
the help of a horde of volunteers. It was a fun and rewarding
day for all involved. 

This is the first in a series of tree plantings to help beautify our
neighborhood. If you are interested in having a tree planted in
your front yard, the cost is $80 per hole cut (if you need one)
but the tree is free. Please email releaf@faubourgmarigny.org if
you are interested in a tree or volunteering in the next round of
tree plantings.

 

Poem Written for the Tree Planting
By Raymond H. Jackson

i dreamt of a leafy-bright brigade
advancing upon the field
brandishing branches in slow parade
causing the concrete to yield

i dreamt i saw the world a-greening
we had cleaner air, good water to drink
there was less aggression, less hurry, less strife there was
more food and less poverty; more time to think

i dreamt that the trees were singing our story as they pushed
down their roots reached upwards in praise they guarded the
memory of past generations every seedling a legacy for future
days

i dreamt that the trees were part of our family when we sat
together round the council fire their feelings and needs were
taken in measure our policies and actions holistically inspired

i dreamt we turned back the tide of destruction adopted mod-
els of cooperation that the spiritual bonds between humans
and trees wove us into one sacred nation

and in my dream
the change wasn't onerous
it merely called for a shift in perception acknowledging for
once interdependence turning away from greed and deception

through hurricanes and the winds of change we stood strong
for one another in this dream i had, where the trees became
just like our sisters and brothers

Robyn Blanpied, Manager
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OUR NEW MASTER PLAN AND
ZONING ORDINANCE

The City has embarked on an ambitious plan to create a
new master plan and zoning ordinance. Through city
wide and district meetings, residents have given input
into what they need and what they would like to see.

City Planning has released the first draft of the Master
Plan based on these meetings. It is up to us to make sure
our needs are being met as well as our wishes are being
honored. 

Our next District meeting ( we are 7) will be on Tuesday
April 21, 2009 at Mount Kingdom Missionary Baptist
(3756 Louisa St.) from 6pm to 8pm.

The purpose of this meeting is to bring the communities
in each district together to discuss the Working Draft of
the Master Plan and move toward a final version. Please
encourage your family, friends, and neighbors to attend
the meetings in their area. 

To review the Working Draft Master Plan:
Online go to: www.nolamasterplan.org
Hard Copy: Alvar Library or the Main Library

If you are interested please make every effort to attend.
If not but you have specific comments you would like us
to bring to the meeting please let us know.

— 1137 Esplanade —

There has been a lot of misinformation about FMIA’s role
in the proposed development at 1137 Esplanade. In
August of 2008, HRI Properties attended our Board
meeting and presented their proposed plan to build a
mixed-income housing development with 40% affordable
units. We supported the concept (mixed-income with
40% affordable) at that time and asked HRI to come back
to us taking into account some concerns that were pre-
sented.

In February of 2009, Pres Kabacoff called me to ask if he
could get a formal letter of our support for the project. I
told Pres that I had received phone calls from people
asking us why we were supporting the project as he stat-
ed at the City Planning Commission meeting. I reminded
him that we only supported the project in concept as we
have not been presented with any plans to change our
opinion. 

Since our first meeting in August, the concept, mixed-
income with 40% affordable, has change to 70% afford-
able. The Board met on April 1st to discuss this and felt
this ratio was not appropriate for a sustainable mixed-
income development. The board voted not to support the
project based on this flip flop of ratios. We drafted a let-
ter and Gretchen Bomboy, who was representing the
organization, went to the City Council meeting the next
day to read it into the record.

At that meeting, Councilman Carter started to have meet
with groups of people to try to reach a consensus. We
were not told this in advance but were told to be there at
1pm when this project was scheduled to come up. A
compromise which was to have only 49 units, to work
with HDLC to articulate the sides and to come up with a
Community Covenant to enforce the 60/40 ratio of mar-
ket to affordable housing was made by all the groups that
met. The FMIA was asked if they would support the com-
promise and we agreed.

This is project is far from done. HRI Properties will have
to honor the compromises and Neighborhood Covenant
while making sure they can make this project financially
viable.

We will keep you posted.

x

FMIA Merchandise

Get your T-shirts and women’s tank tops in
various colors for $10. 

…and Mugs for $5.

You can buy them at the General Meeting or simply
send an e-mail info@faubourgmarigny.org.
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We met Eric Hoffer, in San Francisco, a few years after President
Kennedy's 1963 murder, in Dallas.

By then, America was up to its eyeballs in the Vietnam War, and the Bay
Area Rapid Transit (BART) was a new construction site on Mission Street. We, America's youth, were in open defiance of
our elders -- who were, after all, trying to kill us. And San Francisco had become the sex-drugs-rock'n-roll Mecca of our
fabled times.

The Sixties were full of fables. Hoffer was a living one. A Son of immigrants, he was a longshoreman who wrote books.
These were the days when poets walked among us.

He was a self-educated, hard-headed realist. He wrote as a way of experiencing Life. We liked him for that, not his sup-
port of the war.

More than once, we found him sitting on the waterfront, at the foot of Market Street, talking about Schopenhauer and
America's China trade. His audience would be another longshoreman or some beguiled tourist.

His tenth book was titled, THE TRUE BELIEVER. It was enormously popular and praised by college professors, whom we
also suspected of being in the conspiracy to kill us.

TRUE BELIEVER was promoted by no lesser "true believers" than Lyndon B. Johnson and Dwight D. Eisenhower. Ike
passed out copies of the book to his buddies. When Hoffer heard about this, he said, "It proved to me that this is the kind
of book any child can read."

Hoffer was already a minor celebrity in literary circles when LBJ found him. One of television's first talking heads, the gen-
tlemanly Eric Sevareid, had him on a CBS-TV special. It aired in prime-time for an amazing two and a half hours. They
talked about the war in Vietnam and hardhat politics. Hoffer commented that he thought well of Lyndon Johnson and his
escalating war.

Johnson, smarting over draft-age youths dancing in San Francisco when they should be making war, did not let his tv-set
cool before he booked Hoffer into the White House. It was to be a five minute photo shoot, but it stretched into an hour long
jaw-and-gum-flap session.

Reporters leaned in close to hear Hoffer, the NY born German-American Jew, and LBJ, the Texas-American President, find-
ing out they shared a ten gallon hat full of good ideas.

Alas, the world came to see it differently.

In 1982, Ronald Reagan (also, not a friend of youthful dancing) presented Hoffer with the Presidential Medal of Honor, no
small achievement for two would-be Union men.

Hoffer died the next year, at age 80.
———
We saw it all, on college television sets, in Carbondale, Illinois. The vertical hold button on ours was tricky. After a while,
the college booted us out and San Francisco welcomed us in.

In San Francisco, Hoffer ate his breakfast in a Polk Street joint where we came to cook and philosophize with the geezers.
Our ages were roughly 70 and 25.

He mused that his visit with "the man," LBJ, in "the house," the White House, might have put his soul in exploitation. 

Probably it had, we reckoned. It was a time of exploitation. 

 

Yours Truly in a Swamp

Eric Hoffer, 1902-1983…
Remembered
by
Leonard Earl Johnson

— Cont’d. on page 9
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Dues Renewal

It is that time of year again to renew our memberships.

Thank you to those that have already done so. For those who
have not had the opportunity to send in their dues, please take
a moment to do so. The process has been streamlined to make
it even simpler to renew. How? We are asking members to
renew by doing the following:

Simply cut out your mailing label, make any corrections to your
name or address, write a contact telephone number and email
address (or email addresses if you have a household member-
ship) and return it to us with your dues by one of the methods
below.

The 2008 dues rates are the same as last year which are:
Individual - $15

Individual Senior (65+) - $5
Household (2+ individuals) - $20

Senior Household (2+ seniors) - $10
Business - $25

You can mail your renewal to our post office box, drop it off in
the mail slot at 2408 Chartres Street, 2817 Burgundy or 2101
Burgundy #1 or bring it to a general meeting.  (The next one is
1/19.) NOTE: We are now accepting credit and debit cards.
Only available at our membership meetings.

Thank you for continuing your membership and helping us
make the Marigny a great place to live, work and play.

One Dollar at a Time…
We are getting close to raising our portion of the $20,000
matching grant. We have raised $6,800 so far but need a bit
more to realize the matching funds for a total of $20,000.
Can you donate to help us get there?

The money we raise will be used in part to renovate our
park. New benches, working drinking fountains, a working
gate at Dauphine are on the list. In addition to raising money
from the membership we are soliciting money from grant
giving sources.

Help us make it a reality. Any and all donations are appreci-
ated and TAX DEDUCTIBLE. To recognize diff e r e n t
levels of donations we have come up with the following lev-
els:

$1000+ Friends of Bernard
$500 - $999 Friends of Mandeville
$250 - $499 Friends of Elysian Fields
$100 - $249 Friends of Frenchmen
$50 - $99 Friends of the Marigny

Donations should be made payable to FMIA and sent to
PO BOX 770080, New Orleans LA 70177. Thanks!

x

"Dance lithely," he said, "they all are."

To our knowledge, he never retracted his support for the
war in Vietnam, even after it had clearly failed.

He said of his publicly announced retirement from wharf
and newspaper column, that (as a youth), "I knew when
to catch a train, but it is harder to know when to get off."

We now approach Hoffer's years of then, and we just got
off the train at New Orleans. It was what our ticket said.
Hey, Eric, you self-reliant old cuss, you think we are the
ones who put us here?

More Yours Truly in a Swamp at www.LEJ.org

— LEJ, “Eric Hoffer”, cont’d. from page 9

On February 12, 2009
a crowd of 200+ joined
in on the Celebration of
Progress and the
unveiling of an histori-
cal marker commemo-
rating the arrest site of
Homer Plessy, at the

actual site on the corner of Press and Royal Streets in
Faubourg Marigny.

Plessy was arrested in 1892 for being a person of color
boarding an all white railcar, in an effort organized by the
Citizen's Committee to challenge the Separate Car Act.
Many of us believe that this early act of peaceful, civil
disobedience places the birth of the American Civil Rights
movement in New Orleans. To date, we continue to wage
the Citizen's Committee's fight for equal accommodations
in public schools, housing and medical facilities for all. 

Thank you to our local unsung heroes for their 'long time
perseverance and efforts to commemorate Homer Plessy
and the Citizen's Committee at this site: Kenneth
Ferdinand, Keith Medley, John Scott (in the heavens),
Reginald Lawson, Skip Henderson, Annie Avery and
Keith Plessy of Crescent City Peace Alliance, Kalamu ya
Salaam, Jim Randels and Students at the Center, Kathy
Randels and ArtSpot Productions.

 

Celebration of Progress:

Plessy Marker Unveiled
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Love Thy Neighborhood As You Love Thyself

We rightly spend as much time as we can loving ourselves by
taking the time to give our minds and bodies what they need.
Our neighborhood, like ourselves, needs this same type of
attention to grow and prosper.

Finding the time to volunteer to help can be hard but without the
support of the volunteers our neighborhood would not be what
it is today. Volunteering does not have to be hours in meetings.
It can be enjoying the outside by helping pick up the park, plant-
ing a tree or helping indentify water leaks or broken street lights
while walking your dog.

Consider some may want to help out. We have many volunteer
opportunities from large to small. If you can help in this area
please contact Eva Campos at 444-8313.

GOOD NEIGHBORS

It seems that as of late many have forgotten what it means to
be a Good Neighbor. Living in a neighborhood where most
buildings are less than 6 ft apart, it is very important that each
of us be a conscious that are actions affect others.

What is a Good Neighbor? There is no definition in the diction-
ary but in general we can all agree on the following:

• A good neighbor understands they are part of a community
and is respectful of those that live around them.

• A good neighbor understands that their actions (or inaction)
might inconvenience others and is conscientious to find ways
to mitigate the negative impact of their actions.

For us in the Marigny, this is even more important since resi-
dential and commercial properties coexist. Many people forget
that their lives are completely different than their neighbors.
You might be a night owl and your neighbor might have a 9 –
5 job where they need 8 solid hours of sleep.

So, what are the common complaints of neighbors? Loud
music, blaring television sets, keeping odd hours, not cleaning
up their side walk, not keeping up their home and letting their
dog go to the bathroom on sidewalk or flower bed and not
cleaning it up.

These are all things each of us can be conscious of and miti-
gate so we can all live together peaceably, respecting each
other.  How?

• Control the sound level of your music and/or television such
that your neighbor CAN NOT hear it in their home. If you
plan to have a party where noise will be heard in your neigh-

bor’s home, let them know in advance and keep the noise
down after 10 pm on weekdays and midnight on weekends.

• During odd hours, remember that is when the neighborhood
is quietest and the littlest noises sound big. Try to make as
little noise as possible.

• Do your part to keep your property clean and presentable.
Pick up any trash in front of your home and make
repairs/paint when needed to protect your investment.

• Pick up after your dog. And if you see someone that has not,
ask them to do so.

If we all make an effort to be conscientious about our actions
we will be on the path to being a Good Neighbor.

Remember, we all want the same thing: to live peaceably, in a
clean, well kept neighborhood. Do your part to make your
neighbors happy and they will do the same for you.
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The Food Co-op is back at the Healing Center! A f t e r
several months of looking at alternative sites, the Food
Co-op has come full circle. They are moving forward with their
plans and looking for volunteers to help make it a reality. Can
you help?

Whether you like natural food or not, we can all agree that
another source of food in our community is a good thing and the
opening of a new business will take a vacant building and bring
it back into commerce and will provide much needed jobs.

Joining the Food Co-op allows them to move forward at a quick-
er pace but if you do not want to join please take a moment to
let your friends know about the Food Co-op. Membership appli-
cations can be downloaded from their website at www.nolafood-
coop.org. 

Until the store becomes a reality, the NOFC currently operates
a monthly buying club where members can place on-line orders
that are delivered by a natural foods wholesaler from Arkansas.
Eat Healthy, Join Today!. For more information or to volunteer
visit their web site or call John Calhoun at 914-6936.

--By Greta Gladney
VENDOR HIGHLIGHTS
Sally Cobb: Fresh sweet breads, preserves, hummus

Mauthe Dairy: Creamline milk, Creole cream cheese, mozzarella and
feta.

Kansas Family Farm: Broccoli, Green Onions, Cauliflower, Cabbage
from Plaquemines Parish

Joe the Juiceman: Organic Kosher grape Juice and grape jelly

Helen Krieger: Organic Kombucha

LaLouisiane: Whole wheat bran, 7-grain, sugar-free sliced bread, and
olive bread

April Montgomery: Tupperware Sale, 40% off containers and gadgets,
king cake candles

Vivian Prophet: Coconut and Spice Cakes

Timmy Perriloux: Greens, turnips, mustards, kale

Eric Treadway: Plants, beefeater tomatoes, bell pepper, purple basil

April 18
O.C Haley Fresh Market
Ashe’ Cultural Center Parking Lot
Corner Euterpe and O.C. Haley
11-3pm

April 24th
Fridays on the Roch
Bill Summers, Zion Trinity, Project Rising Sun and Morikeba Kouyate
Perform
Neutral Ground 1200 Block of St.Roch Ave.
7-11 pm

April 25
Bayou Road Fresh Market
St. Rose of Lima Church
2545 Bayou Road, near Broad St.
11-4pm

 

Krewe Du Vieux 2009
It is hard to imagine how they could out do
themselves from the year before but this
year’s parade had revelers begging for

more. If you did not see it, you missed out. Krewe Du Vieux’s
2009 theme “Stimulus Package” was a hoot with sub krewe
themes such as Underwear Goes Down With Uncle Sam, The
New Voodoo Economics and Mama Roux Invests in Stocks &
Bondage (with matching costumes of course!) that had the
crowds laughing till they cried.

We would like to thank the organizers for working with the
neighborhood to make this parade a celebrated event and the
members for all their time, sweat and hard work to help keep
us laughing. If you did not get to see the floats they will be
opening their den for our Home Tour on May 17, 2009. To learn
more about this fun group visit www.kreweduvieux.org.

 



Next Board Meeting: May 6, 2009 General Meeting: April 20, 2009 13

Thanks to our advertisers, the information for our association is more readily
available and for more households. Support our advertisers!

Is your furnace safe?
Is your peace of mind worth $79.00
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MEETINGS

FMIA General and Board Meetings are open to the public.
Committees and committee meetings are also open to anyone
who is interested or would like to help.

BOARD MEETINGS are the 1st Wednesday of each month at
7:00 PM. Location TBA (see www.faubourgmarigny.org)

GENERAL MEETINGS are the 3rd Monday of each month and
begin with a potluck at 6:30 PM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
2624 Burgundy Street. The meeting starts at 7:15 PM. (There
are NO general meetings in July and December.)

ADS AND ARTICLES
Ads and articles for the monthly newsletters are due by the
Friday following the Board Meeting.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS NEWSLETTER..
Member rates listed below are “per month” charges and
dependent on the number of times you place an advertisement.
Non-members pay an extra $3 per month.

Size 3 - 10 Times/yr. 1 - 2 Times/yr.
Full Page $90 $110
Half Page $45 $55
Quarter Page $30 $40
Back Quarter Page $45 $55
Business Card $18 $25

If we can be of any assistance with your ad, please send a
request for info to the website at www.faubourgmarigny.org. We
will handle your request as quickly as possible.

FMIA BOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 4, 2009

Board: Reg, Ron, Eva, Gretchen, Brian, Deborah, Chris
and Gene attended.

Guests:
1. Good Children Carnival Club (old name of St.

Claude) goodchildrencarnivalclub@yahoo.com –
Kathy Connolly 942-8500 Easter Parade 

• Started because St. Claude needed awareness
• They are asking for money of sponsorship 
• Music includes: Good Children Band, Egg Yo r k

Jubilee, Drum Cart
• Route from St. Claude to Marigny
• Fundraising is grassroots
Questions: Chris asked where does the money go? We
would want to have an insurance to see where the
money goes. A: Could earmark where it will go. They plan
to have sponsor logos on things for the parade. They
plan to make parade banners.
Reg: Good to advertise with B & B and businesses and if
you have a press release this could be sent to the B&B
association.
Lisa S. Are you interfaced with Main St. Program? A:
Working on this, last year they worked side by side.
Because Main St. is state authorized, it is hard to com-
bine together. The State can not sanction alcohol. They
are planning to have a fundraiser at the Hi Ho Lounge
called “Jesus Christ Super Star Karoke.” Chris asked
them to send information with a press release. Chris said
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FMIA is a 501c 3 and if they donate to us they can get a
tax donation if it is earmarked appropriately.
2. HRI Pres Kabakoff said:
• Thought FMIA was his biggest fan and thought we

were with them
• Density was an issue
• Reduced their footprint
• Concerned about the materials 
• Met with HDLC/ARC and they felt that the building was

too large. They were concerned about the massing
and they took another look at it. Pres decided to go to
54 units. 

• They went back to HDLC/ARC and he said they were
pleased with the massing. 

• They had been to the Treme group and massing was
their concern.

• HRI met with the City Planning Commission and Staff
and felt their adjustments were good.

• Commission voted 9/0 the waiver of the 10,000 ft.
• Mr. Knox of the HDLC felt that some of the neighbor-

hood did not have time to make their comments. They
had a 30 day delay.

• They had 2 major meetings with 100 people.
• Issues: 1) hide the AC units 2) foliage around the

building 3) some were concerned about parking( he is
providing 1 to 1 parking and the tension is if they
increase the parking they will decrease the retail 4)
Articulation all around the building 5) They want a
smaller property ( HRI is only 54 units)

• They are going to drop the 4th floor and continue to
drop the size.

• The big picture is this corridor has the opportunity to
be what Magazine St. is to the downtown area. From
the City’s point of view with the Master Plan there is a
high regard for density, mixed income, corner revital-
ization. From the developer’s point of view, to make a
living one must balance these things.

Chris said that we liked the project in concept. We knew
that HDLC would not like the first design. We were wait-
ing for you (HRI) to go thru the process. This is not in our
district. This is the Treme’s purvue. We think Smart
Development is important and want to help as much as
we can. We would not want another neighborhood telling
us what we should or should not do. 
Q: Have Treme presented a letter to you? A: No . Treme
Association said: Want a mansard roof, 10,000 ft. issue,
numbers of units, back side more appeal, maybe more
retail.
Gretchen: Objection of any waivers. 
Chris: For any project to be a success it has to be a win
win for all. Pres said he has not had any conversation
with Treme since the last meeting.
Chris: We would like to take a tour of another HRI build-
ing in the city that is mixed income. A: HRI projects
include: American Can, Woodward, River Gardens,

Bywater, and Art Lofts. HRI is having an open house next
Thursday for the Bywater Art Lofts and will reach out to
VCPORA, Treme, Bywater and Marigny.

3. Guest observing from HDLC Alonzo Knox
4. Guest Lisa Suarez re Cold Storage 

OPENING
1. Approvals by email: None
2. Approval of minutes from 2/4 Board and 2/16 General
Meeting – corrections needed
Consensus

OLD BUSINESS
1. Reinventing the Crescent: None
2. Visibility of Marigny: Banners D
3. Riverfront Alliance: None
4. Conflict of Interest committee D
5. AIDS Memorial : Letter needs to be sent about the

benches. Ron will look it up and sent it out. 
6. Historic markers D
7. Board Member responsibilities: Please send Ron

your job description. 
8. Office Space/Mandeville Fire House: Deborah

looked at the building on Mandeville. She said it would
take a lot of money to renovate the building. Chris said
there is a lot of grant money. There is another space
on St. Roch and Rampart to check out. 

9. Art in WSP Guidelines : D
10. Cold Storage Facility at Elysian Fields – Lisa

Suarez 701-7297 lisas@carenola.com
• Louisiana Weekly asked her to write a short story

about Cold Storage
• The article is called, “Playing Chicken with Reality “

in La Weekly
• Wants action on our action plan
• Next story she will write “Reality vs Myth” (follow up )
• Federal Funds CBGB - when Fed entity they have

more stringent rules
• Large number of chicken plants are being shut down
• She said that EPA has not addressed the sinking of

the city and thinks we could address this with our
legislator and an appeal City Council. 

• FAB Books, Otis has volunteered.
Chris met with the Port and Juan LaFonta. He said that
FMIA opposes the location of NOCS at the foot of Gov.
Esplanade and Gov. Nicholls Wharfs. We are hiring a
marketing company and seeking legal counsel. Chris
said he has received media calls and has stated FMIA’s
position of opposing the location of NOCS. He also has
spoken to the Department of Agriculture who is working
with the Port and LRA. Chris has gotten media calls from
it. Deborah and Eva are point people. We will contact
Deveney for marketing, 106 Review, LRA, Jack David of
National Trust, and legal counsel.
11. Insurance: Reg is getting signatures for insurance. 



Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812 Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org16

time, location). The corresponding secretary can send
this reply.

4. Other issues: Ron will write the letters and send it to
the Board with a reference and time line. After correc-
tions are received, he will send the letter. The Board
will have FMIA E-mail addresses (first name and last
initial @faubourgmarigny.org) and the Executive
Board will also have another e-mail. E-mails that come
in from www.infomarigny.org will be sent to the appro-
priate person ( people).

5. Smitty’s Bar: The sign is down and they are gutted it.
The owner owns Smitty, Big Daddy, Cutter’s, Friendly
Bar, The Corner, and Café Negri. The owner lives in
St. Bernard Parish. It is a drive to get people in and
have live music. The owners get a cut of the bar.

6. Graffitti: Brian said that two kids were on his building
spraying at 2am. He will give Operation Clean Sweep
money to purchase the correct exterior paint. He said
that they are spraying trees, signs, building, and on
people’s roofs. Fred Ratky, Operation Clean Sweep
wants money to have the correct exterior paint for
buildings that have graffiti. There are polarized views
of Fred Ratky Operation Clean Sweep. Brian will find
out the legal information. We all agree that graffiti is a
problem and we need action on this matter.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
1. Treasurer’s report : Will send a report. The new ven-

dor for the credit card has no charge. 
2. Caroling: D
3. Marigny Green : With the leadership of Speck,

Marigny Green/Releaf planted 50 trees on February
28th. Her group mapped the Marigny for existing holes
and potential holes and contacted residents of the
services available for them to plant trees. It is known
that 70% of the tree canopy was lost from Katrina and
the Marigny is doing their part by making our neighbor-
hood a greener place to live. With the help of Bourg
Lumber, Speck and Moose received a 50% discount
for the equipment needed to cut holes. People were
signed up for stump removal from Parks and Parkway
program. The trees ( 4ft) were donated by Hike for
KaTreena, Monique Pilie. The Tree Ceremony on
February 28th was at Peter Dorsett’s. Speck created
and presented an incredible hand made Tree Journal.
Alison Wells made talisman for the trees. The volun-
teers enjoyed light refreshments donated by Bender’s
Bakery and MGZ. Two bike carts helped move the
trees to their designated locations. Speck said that
more trees will be planted to make their goal of 100
new trees. If you are interested, please contact
releaf@gmail.com for the next planting season.
Deborah mentioned the next Marigny Green initiative
is Marigny Green/Relight in collaboration with Green
Light to put bug CFL’s on every FMIA member. For
information, contact deborah@faubourgmarigny.org to
sign up and or our website www.faubourgmarigny.org

12. Text Amendment to Frenchmen Overlay – Meeting
Deferred
13. Complaint re 2120 No. Rampart – A letter to be sent

regarding the trailers chained to the telephone poles. 
14. Email response regarding Crime Alert D
15. Night Hawk Diner: Now called “The Corner” Robin

Blanpied , Main St. Manager. They had live music
which is not allowed. A letter will be sent regarding
the zoning. Robyn said she is negotiating to buy it.

16. Mardi Gras Zone : Sent a letter to Carter’s office and
the city are aware. MGZ has continued to do whatev-
er they want. We will follow up to see the status with
Carter’s office and the appropriate city agencies. 

17. Master Plan: Gene, Robyn and Chris spoke about
our historic district. It has been mentioned that the
Master Plan could remove designation from city code
re the neighborhood. Robyn went to another meeting.
She said they have a clear picture of our concerns
and will get back in touch with us. Ray Manning ( the
architect) is in charge and has two young people
working on this. We need to check the Master Plan
website. Goody Clancy said they will not change his-
toric district Gene will follow up at the next meeting. 

18. Yearly Events D
19. Charity Meeting 3/21: Need Spokes Person Support

the efforts to save Charity Hospital. We will send a
letter stating the adaptive use of the existing struc-
ture. 

20. Yuki: HDLC said to turn out the inside lights. They did
not do this and went to the City Council.
Councilperson Carter said for them to turn out the
inside lights. A letter will be sent to follow up with
HDLC and Carter’s office. 

NEW BUSINESS
1. Good Children Carnival Club : Chris - I move to

make a motion to give GCC $500 for their parade
Second Eva Discussion: Gretchen feels it a lot. We
would be a major sponsor. Kathy is a tireless sponsor.
We could show support by giving $350, a free ad for
the newsletter, website information, and invite her to
come to our General Meeting. Ron called the ques-
tion: Rewrite the motion to give $350, a free ad for the
newsletter, website information, and invite her to come
to our General Meeting. Vote: Unanimous 

2. HRI – Press Kabakoff : Treme is looking at zoning. A
letter will be sent to HRI thanking them for coming to
our Board Meeting and reiterating our position. We
support the project in concept but the details needs to
be worked out with the neighborhoods involved. We
support neighborhoods. We will encourage the neigh-
borhoods to attend their open house at the Bywater Art
Lofts. 

3. SDT Dumpster Issue: We received a letter from a
resident re SDT Dumpster on Elysian Fields. Ron sug-
gested that we should thank and invite the
resident/business to the next Board Meeting ( date,
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and link to Marigny Green. 
4. Blight:D
5. Zoning:
6. Enforcement:

2106 Chartres – Lazziza.
2100 Burgundy – Fred Morgan

7. Crime:
8. Grants: D
9. Home Tour: Reg, Home Tour Coordinator said that

there will be a meeting at Reg’s on March 11th to dis-
cuss the Home Tour, May 17th. We need coordinators
for the various positions. This Home Tour will focus on
the rectangle. Volunteers and houses are needed and
contact our Volunteer Coordinator,
evac@faubourgmarigny.org. 

FINISH
1. O r c h i d s: Thank you to: Speck of Marigny

Green/Releaf, Hike for KaTreena, Monique Pilie,
Bourg Lumber, Moose for helping Speck cut the holes,
all the volunteers who helped plant trees on February
28, 2009, Eva, Alison Wells, Peter Dorsett, Raz,
Deborah, and Rick for all their help and dedication,
and the Bike Carts who cycled their trees for planting,
and kudos to the owners who planted trees. Other
orchids to: Residents who paint over graffiti Thank you
to DBA for the Meet the Neighbors night on March
10th Thank you to the residents for the lovely spring
plantings 

2. Onions: Business who leave graffiti on their buildings,
people who throw their trash on the sidewalks 

3. Next Board Meeting: April is at Gene’s and May is at
Eva’s

4. Next General Meeting: Suggestion: Kathy, Good
Children parade. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Meet the Neighbors: Suggestion: Hubig Pies 

UNRESOLVED ISSUES (if there is time):
1. Marigny Advertising/Brochure
2. T-shirt ideas

Meeting ended at 10:50 pm

FMIA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 16, 2009

Chris Costello, the President started the meeting at
7:15pm

1. Derrick Morrison dmorrison33@cox.net 504-908-
5310 FMIA is co-sponsoring the event at Holy Angels
Convent Chapel at 1:30 to 3:30pm 3500 St. Claude
Ave. for information call Brad Ott 504-269-4951.
Various speakers will discuss the issue of rehab

Charity Hospital and saving lower mid-city. RMJM
Hillier architectural firm will speak why Charity is the
better alternative. 

2. Elections on April 4th. Nik Richard is running for
State Representative, District 97. He has been a
Traffic Court Clerk for 3 yrs. 

3. Jared Brosset is running for State Rep District 97. He
worked as Chief of Staff for Councilperson Cynthia
Hedge Morell. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Buck Moth Caterpillars are back! FMIA has sprayed

the magnificent Oak trees in Washington Square Park
at the cost of $1500. Please consider donating to Save
Our Tree Fund. Donations are tax deductible. 

2. Membership Dues : January begins the new year for
dues. Please renew your membership ASAP, thank
you.

3. Krewe du Vieux: Starting off Mardi Gras with the KDV
parade is the best way to begin the season. KDV
appreciates feedback on how they can improve their
parade. Suggestions were given at the General
Meeting which included 1) clean-up the streets after
the parade in the rectangle 2) some folks on Chartres
missed having it “roll down” Chartres Street 3) cars on
Franklin –maybe notices in a more timely manner 4)
The back-up of the parade on Franklin causes anxiety
for the elderly residents (how an ambulance could get
there?) 5) liked having KDV at Colton and would like to
support for the continuation of Colton as an A r t
Community Center 

4. Downtown Irish Parade: The Marigny is spoiled
because another fun parade will be in our neighbor-
hood on March 17th beginning in the Bywater and
traveling through the Marigny on Royal St. See ya’ll
there. 

5. Welcome Mike and Emily on Chartres, Ernest who
lives next to Marigny Perks, and Judy. Thank you for
coming and see you at our next General Meeting in
April. 

6. T-shirts and mugs: Show your Marigny Pride and
purchase the St. Patrick’s Special, the green FMIA T-
Shirt.

7. FAB 600 Frenchmen Street at the corner of Chartres
March 29th 5-7 pm a literary opening of the re-printed
New Orleans City Guide originally published in 1938 is
available at FAB. Contact Ottis to reserve your pre
price copy. Continue to support FAB, the oldest Gay
and Lesbian Book Store since the closure of the Oscar
Wilde Bookstore . 

8. |Buy local: BUY LOCAL and support our merchants
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and New Orleans. Remember, the local bank keeps their
money in the city.

9. Meet the Neighbors was at DBA and it was a fun
evening. Donna is working on a couple of different
places for next month. Meet the Neighbors is always
the second Tuesday of the month 6:30 – 8:30 TBA.
Meet the Neighbors is a great social event to meet
people. For instance, Ottis at FAB Books was talking
to Judy who recently moved to the Marigny. He sug-
gested that Judy come to the social event at DBA
where she met many members of FMIA. We are so
fortunate to have met Judy and she is already involved
in many volunteers’ activities. 

10. Blight: Howard is under the weather but sent his
report with Chris. Howard’s report: There are always
the serial house killers. There are adjudication hear-
ings on a weekly basis. Everyone needs to be vigilant
by letting the city know about blighted properties. The
property owner will get fined not following city code.
If sited, the property owner has 30 days to correct the
problem(s). After the 30 days, the property owner is
fined daily until corrected. Many properties on St.
Claude were on the blight list including the
Schwegman’s building ( Robert’s) . All these proper-
ties are on record and the process has begun. 

Q: What about Don Rhiems house, the right wall is
peeling off. A: He is on the list. 

Q: A member mentioned that they called the
Archdiocese to find out about St. Peter and Paul. The
Archdiocese claimed that they were back logged from the
last hurricane. The fence is falling down and there is no
maintenance on the building. They said that there are
lights on the building. A: Call the City’s Environmental
Health Department. 

11. Marigny Green: Deborah reiterated the Fabulous
Tree Planting event on February 28th thanking
Speck, Moose, all the Volunteers, Hike for KaTreeNa,
Park and Parkways. Marigny Green/ReLeaf planted
over 50 trees. 

Marigny Green/ReLight is taking orders for CFL’s
bug lights for FMIA member’s porches by contacting
deboraho@faubourgmarigny.org. 

Marigny Green/ReCycle: Bring your batteries and
C F L’s to the General Meeting and Marigny
Green/ReCycle wil appropriately recycle.

12. Speaker: Nikki Thierry US of American Dept of
Homeland Security LaMp
info@lamappingproject.com or call 1-866-751-3989
Measure to mitigation - Flood insurance flood rates 

13. Home and Garden Tour/Art Market on May 17th:
Reg Medellion, our incredible Home Tour COORDI-
NATOR announced FMIA’s 37th Annual Home and
Garden Tour/Art Market featuring the Marigny

Rectangle. He said that coordinators are needed for
the following: Kids A c t i v i t y, Photography,
Merchandise and other volunteer’s opportunities for
House Sitters and the day of the event are needed.
Contact evac@faubourgmarigny.org and/or
regm@faubourgmarigny.org. 

ISSUE

Cold Storage
It is the wrong location for New Orleans Cold Storage.
This is a heavy industrial facility that belongs in an indus-
trial area. FMIA needs to mobilize. We need help to get
the word out that the location is WRONG. We need to
educate everyone. This decision was made by a small
number of people to put NOCS at the Esplanade and
Gov. Nicholls Wharfs. Their decisions affect everyone
and could be catastrophic. Money has been allocated
through a section of LRA. At this juncture, no
Environmental Impact Study was done on the anhydrous
ammonia facility and the 100 refrigerated trucks traveling
round trip through two historical neighborhoods. For more
information go to www.faubourgmarigny.org and please
sign the on-line petition. Please contact
evac@faubourgmarigny.org to help. 

Q: What is the time line? A: The money is coming from
the LRA and has been appropriated. The Department of
Agricultural told FMIA that they do not care where the
facility is located. 

Q: Are there plans to flyer the French Quarter? A: Yes, we
will flyer all the affected areas. 

Q. Why do they have to move? A: They need access to
deep draft ships. NOCS told us that they are not closing
Jourdan Rd. facility but they are expanding. 

Q: Gene: We need to check with the State because they
will have to go through a 106 review. Did we check to see
if they have a contract with the Mardi Gras Truck Stop? A:
Good idea.

Q; Why is Public Belt Rail Road against it? A: We are ver-
ifying our information and it will be on the website. 

Q: Dave said he was listening to AM radio and they said
FMIA has taken no stance on this. A: Chris met with Gary
La Grange and has had meetings. When we first started
working on ReInventing the City, we did say we support-
ed to keep the wharf for Maritime usage. FYI: Chris was
on AM radio and outlined our position. 

Q: Derrick said that everyone from the Ninth Ward along
the river could be invited to a BIG MEETING that could air
all the differences. Have a BIG MEETING!

Q: Ernest said he used to work on that wharf. They only
have 4 pits – takes 1 ? hrs to unload where will the trucks
wait? Then they will have accidents. It is a lot of conges-
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tion. They have been several collisions on the wharfs. He
said USDA chased them out of Poland and Nashville. 
Q: What is the Coast Guard position? A: We will check on
it.

Q: What has to happen? A: We have legal counsel,
launching a PR campaign, talking to people at the State
level and put pressure on the Governor. Governor Jindal
allocated a lot of money for it. 

Q: Is there any way to flood the Governor’s E-mail office.
A: Yes

Q: We need to call a press conference and invite the
media etc. Has there been an article in PRC? A: The
media only wants to report what will sell. There is no story
yet and/or public outcry. Once we get it all out, then it will
start. 

Q: Contracted Environmental Organizations? - A: Andy
said he could help us with LSU/UNO/Sierra Club.

Chris told the unfortunate situation that Patty Marino, a
Marigny resident and FMIA member had to close her B &
B. In her correspondence with her she said, “We spent
some much for the perfect house either to rent or buy.
And people feel that it is all one needs to do. You have to
fight to enjoy living there.” Chris said he puts many hours
of blood sweat and tears into his house and his neighbor-
hood. This is a call to everyone and if we want this neigh-
borhood, we will have to fight for it. It won’t be pretty.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS AND HELP
1. Yard signs on their house and/or yard 

2. People to flyer

3. Place banners on your balcony

4. Advocate talk about it

5. E-mail send to your address book 

6. Post go on the different blogs to get people talking
about this issue

7. Speak If you are an expertise or knowledge and can
speak 

8. Advertise if you are a business and could place an ad,
please let us know. This is a grass root effort.

9. Donations (FMIA is a 501 c3 ) and we need to raise
money. Anyone can donate at our website www.nocold-
nola.org 

10. Petition on the website. It is a focal point. Once you
have signed the on-line petition, letters will be sent to all
the decision makers. 

CONGRATS to the DOOR PRIZES WINNERS: Nancy
O’Neil, Lacy Gallagher & Mark Malouse 

Meeting ended at 8:40pm.



Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association. Content, editorials
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the offi-
cial views of the FMIA, its Board or its members.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny a re copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter (including
photographs and original artwork) must be obtained
from the editor and/or byline columnist. 

The editor reserves the right to reject submissions includ-
ing editorial and advertising content. Send contributions
to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080, NOLA 70177 or
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.  

To advertise in the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.

General Meeting • Monday, April 20

NEXT GENERAL MEETING • Monday, May 18

PAY YOUR DUES

DELIVER BY 4/18/09


