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Don’t Forget to Vote • November 4

PRESIDENT’S REPORT — Chris Costello

OCTOBER

Meet the Neighbors

3rd Annual Walking Tour
and Art Market

2nd TUESDAY • 6:30 - 8:30 PM
See Website for location

October 19, 2008
(See page 2)
General Meeting • October 20
6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

NOVEMBER
VOTE!
Saturday, November 4

NONPAC MEETINGS

This weekend we celebrate our 3rd Annual Walking Tour. This
event was created to educate people about our colorful history,
architecture, and culture to include our founding father, Bernard
Marigny. There will be an art market, music and a kids area
as well as the tour itself. Come out and enjoy a day in the
neighborhood. (more on pg. 2)

5TH District
2nd Wednesday • 7 PM
2372 St. Claude Avenue

8TH District
2nd Thursday • 5:30 PM
Omni Royal Hotel

Board Meeting • November 5
7:00 PM • Location TBA

ST. CLAUDE AVENUE MAIN
STREET MEETINGS

General Meeting • November 17
6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

2372 St. Claude Avenue
Call 616.7637

MARK YOUR
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EVERY SATURDAY
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Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008

Another great event will be the 2nd Annual Chalk It Up event
put on by our St Claude Avenue Main Street program to
promote our commercial corridor and the State’s Main to Main
program. The event highlight besides the music is the sidewalk
chalk contest. Come see what it is all about. (more on pg. 3)
In addition to the Main Street event, there are 3 other events
during the month of November: Prospect 1 Biennial, the New
Orleans Fringe Theater Festival, and the grand opening of
Creative Alliance of New Orleans (CANO). It is all about the arts
so come and support it. (more on pg. 12)
Besides being a month of fun, this November will also be a
month to remember. This is the November that happens every
four years where we choose the person who will lead our country. Regardless of political affiliation or how far or less you lean
to one side, our most important duty in our democracy is to
vote. Please take the time to cast your ballot and encourage
your friends and neighbors to do the same. Our country
depends on it!
— continued pg. 2, col. 1

UPPER 9th WARD
GREEN MARKET
1 - 4 PM
Holy Angels Convent
3500 St. Claude

24th Annual Candlelight Caroling
and Art Market
December 14, 2008

We are just weeks away from the official end of the hurricane
season. As it slowly fades away, the cool weather begins to
sneak in steadily making us forget the long, hot summer we just
endured. Along with the cool weather comes the all the outdoor
activities. Whether is a bicycle ride across town, a walk in the
park or a festival, the Fall weather brings us out and about.
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General Meeting: October 20, 2008

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued from page 1, column 2
Congratulations to our new Board members, Gretchen Bomboy
and Lisa Beaudroux, and thank you for stepping up to help our
neighborhood. I would also like to thank our exiting board
members, Leigh Crawford and Marshall Gries, for all the time,
energy and sage advice. We will miss you.

Sunday, October 19 • 10 AM - 4 PM
Washington Square Park

November is going to be a great month and before we know it
the holiday season will be upon us. Come out and enjoy weather, support the arts and our businesses. Help us make the
Marigny a great place to live, work and play.

Explore New Orleans' most Creole neighborhood Faubourg
Marigny, where the spirit of the Marquis Antoine Xavier Bernard
Phillippe de Marigny de Mandeville still haunts this historic
neighborhood which he established in 1805.

x

The leisurely walking tour of the neighborhood will be lead by
neighborhood preservationists. Learn to identify the various
New Orleans architectural types and styles from Creole
cottages, slave quarters to Victorian shotguns. See the Creole
masterpieces of Jean Louis Dolliole,a free man of color, an
entrepreneur, a builder/ architect. Relive the life and times of
Bernard de Marigny and the saga of the Creoles vs. the
"Americains". Hear the tragic stories of the slaves and the
inspiring free people of color (gens de couleur libres), noting
that the white Creoles and the black Creoles lived side by side
in Faubourg Marigny. Hightlights include: the bank robbed by
Bonnie & Clyde, the location for Tennessse Williams' "A
Streecar Named Desire", the first Catholic school for blacks in
America, the legendary Marie Laveau's father and daughter's
houses, former homes of Terry Flettrich first lady of New
Orleans television, Arthur Q. Davis architect for the Superdome
and the famous jazz haunts and restaurants of Frenchmen
Street. Stroll through Washington Square on Dauphine St. originally "Great Men" because of the many prominent and famous
people who lived there in the 19th century. The tour emphasizes
history, art and architecture, landscape design and personal
anecdotes of life in the neighborhood today. Faubourg Marigny
is not Disneyland, It is the real thing...Experience the authentic
Creole New Orleans...This is Faubourg Marigny.

MEET THE NEIGHBORS UPDATE
Thank you to Buffas for hosting our October Meet the Neighbors
night. It was great to see everyone!
Come meet your neighbors and socialize with your fellow
Marigny residents at our Meet the Neighbors night. We are on
our second year of monthly Meet the Neighbors night social and
it keeps getting better.
Our next installment will be on November 11 at American
Aquatic Gardens. Wine and cheese will be served, and you will
be able to purchase things for the holidays.
Stop by and enjoy your neighborhood and neighbors!

x
Pave the Way Campaign
by Stephanie Pedro

Also included is Sun Oak, which is a city landmark built in 1807
and remodeled in 1836. It is a Greek Revival galleried Creole
cottage with a rusticated facade, dogtrot, and authentic period
color scheme of French red, Creole putty, Amarillo yellow,
Cuban blue.It is one of the most authentically restored houses
in the neighborhood and has been featured in numerous books,
magazines and the TV series: K-Ville. Marvel at the interior of
the house with its fine antiques reflecting the grace and taste
of Creole New Orleans a century ago. Tours of the house will be
given by William de Marigny Hyland (Bernard's great,great,
great, great grandson) and Lloyd Sensat (the current personification of Bernard's restless ghost). To the rear of the house is
the spectacular "Sun Oak" and the Father Francis Xavier
Seelos Memorial Gardens.

Have you ever questioned why the streets of New Orleans are
in such disrepair? It’s because our Public Works department is
so severely underfunded that it does not have a Pavement
Management System in place to manage the repairs of the road
network. Since a systematic road maintenance inventory is
lacking, coordination is lacking between Sewage & Water
Board and Public Works as well. Pave The Way is an awareness campaign developed by YLC Project Greenlight to advocate that Public Works needs a greater share of the city budget in order to properly maintain its street network. Project
Greenlight has partnered with Bureau of Government Research
(BGR) to research other cities’ Public Works budgets and their
Pavement Management Systems. We will present BGR’s findings, as well as offer solutions for funding New Orleans Public
Works.
Editor’s Note:
Stephanie Pedro will be at our October 20th meeting to make a
presentation about the Pave the Way awareness campaign.
Come show your support.

Washington Square Park will host an art market, where
renowned local artists will showcase and sell their work, including fine art, photography, jewelry, crafts, accessories, mosaics,
home furnishings, wall art, tiles and more. Visitors will also
enjoy live, local music while they shop the art market.

x

New this year, a Kids Activity area has been created that will

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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feature fun activities for kids during the Walking Tour. After
shopping at the Art Market, listening to great local music and
taking the tour, enjoy a leisurely stroll through the historic
Marigny neighborhood and stop at one of our great restaurants,
coffee shops or bars and soak in the local flavor.

old plan with so many variances and loopholes that almost
anything goes.
Many people have asked why we don’t build the plan, and
then vote on it. Until there is a mandate to have a plan, the
City doesn’t have to put resources and attention on a final
project. Like other planning efforts, the process could drag
on forever, or be scuttled. A mandatory plan, built on the
UNOP and other plans, removes the current system of a
developer proposing a project and the citizens having to
organize and fight to be heard. Instead, the Plan would
point developers to appropriate areas for their projects and
prevent inappropriate development by requiring public hearings and a vote by the full City Council to take change the
plan.

The event is on October 19th, 2008 in Washington Square Park.
The Art Market, Music and Kids Area are free. The guided
walking tour is $15. Schedule: 10 AM to 4 PM; Art Market:
10 AM – 4 PM; Music & Kids Area: 11:00 AM – 3:30 PM. Tour
tickets available in Washington Square Park: 12 PM – 4 PM Walking Tour.

By approving a force of law requirement before merging
plans together we ensure that the Plan is serious, well
thought out and fair.

By Robyn Blanpied, PhD.

A Master Plan that has the force of law levels the playing
field for citizens who want a say in how their neighborhoods
develop. It helps developers by letting them know up front
where and what is acceptable to the residents. I strongly
urge you to vote for the amendment to the Charter.

We are continuing to make progress in preparing for “Chalk
it Up” our Main 2 Main event for Remember November – A
Louisiana Cultural Road show. Check out our ad in Country
Roads magazine! We are seeking volunteers to manage
the stage on 15 November, assist in set up and breakdown
and help with advertising, promotion and other tasks.

— See pages 12 and 13 for the “rest of the story”

We have chosen our first building for facade improvement –
2401 St. Claude Avenue. This 2-story building, right next to
the St. Roch Market, was chosen because of its high visibility and great cooperation from the building owners. We’ve
acquired anairless paint sprayer, which will make the job
less daunting. We hope to be painting by the end of the
month. When we set a date, you can find it on our website
www.stclaudemainstreet.org.

x
2008-2009 BOARD
Congratulations to our new board members!

The idea of refocusing the St. Claude area as a Food Market
District is getting some traction and interest from the fishing
industry along the Gulf Coast. They would love to be able to
sell shrimp and other seafood direct from the boat to the
customer in New Orleans, like they do in other Gulf port
cities. This is not a use for our wharves that has come up
before, so a lot of discussion needs to take place. What are
your thoughts?

Gretchen Bomboy ,Lisa Boudreaux, Chris Costello, and
Brain Frye
And to our new Executive Board…
Chris Costello, President
Reg Medellin, Vice-President
Brian Frye, Treasurer

The State has approved the St. Claude Corridor Cultural
District (St.C3D)! The District covers the Marigny and
Bywater, as well as parts of St. Claude and St. Roch
between Elysian Fields and Clouet. Beginning 1 November,
artists can apply for state tax exemption for one of a kind,
original works of art. It also creates a 25% tax credit for revitalization of commercial buildings.

Ron Petty, Corresponding Secretary
Deborah Oppenheim, Recording Secretary
For those who do not have the time to be a Board
Member you can always get involved through committees. The FMIA works best when everyone pitches in so
if you have something you are interested in let a board
member know. (A list of committees is on page 19)

I’ve been asked to be part of the Citizen’s Advisory Group
which is advising Goody Clancy as they merge all our hard
planning work into a coherent plan for the whole city. In
November, voters will be asked to vote on a change to the
City Charter to require the City to develop a Master Plan that
has the force of law. Currently we’re operating off a 30 year

Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008

We are looking for people to help the following areas:
Newsletter, Volunteer, Washington Square Park,
Hospitality. If you can help let us know.
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MASTER PLAN COMMUNITY
ADVISORY GROUP (CAG)

CAG — cont’d from col 1
Wednesday, November 12, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at Holy
Angels, 3500 St. Claude Avenue.

By Lisa Saurez

As I have in the past, I will keep FMIA membership as
current as I can on any relevant issues by communicating with you. I have no agenda beyond passing along
information between participating parties, and anyone
who wishes to go to these meetings along with me- or in
my place- is more than welcome to.

Early in September I was invited by Edward Robinson,
Chair of the City Planning Commission, to participate in a
Community Advisory Group (CAG) concerning the new
Master Plan and Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance
(CZO).
I believe I was asked due to my participation in the contributions made by FMIA in the 1999 CZO, as well as
other community processes within which I have taken
part.

x

The CAG will be meeting with the Goody Clancy planning
consultants up to nine times in the coming year to provide
input, identify needs important to the community, assist in
developing policies concerning the updating of the zoning
code, improving the quality of life, and striving to encourage diverse participation in this process.

AIDS MEMORIAL
New Orleans Aids Memorial in Washington Square Park
World AIDS Day will be commemorated a day early in
New Orleans this year when the long delayed New
Orleans AIDS Memorial is dedicated on Sunday,
November 30th in Washington Square Park. The
Faubourg Marigny and adjacent French Quarter were
very much the epicenter of the AIDS epidemic in its early
days in Louisiana, so this is a very fitting place for this
memorial. It has already been fabricated and work on its
installation under the oaks near the Dauphine Street side
of the park is now getting under way.

The citywide CAG is divided into the same planning
groups that were used for the UNOP process. The
Faubourg Marigny is in Planning District 7. Other District
7 neighbors who are part of the CAG include Dot Wilson
of the Desire/Florida Community Council, Katherine
Prevost of the Bunny Friend Neighborhood Association,
John Costa of the Bywater Neighborhood Association,
and Robyn Blanpied of the St. Claude Avenue Main
Street Program.
The first meeting I attended on Sept. 29 included citizens,
business representatives, non-profits and others from
all13 Planning Districts, as well as City Planning staff.
The next meeting specific to District 7 will take place on

The memorial is a sculpture that consists of a series of
glass discs depicting the cast faces of a number of individuals, some of whom are HIV infected, who represent
the many faces of AIDS in the region. Tragically, some of
the individuals whose faces were cast for the memorial
have since died of the disease. The memorial site will be
paved with granite paving stones containing the names of
some of those who have died of the disease, or honoring
individuals for their efforts in fighting AIDS.

MASTER PLAN CITYWIDE MEETINGS
Saturday, Oct. 18, 2008 | 9:00am - 3:00pm
Citywide Forum 2: How We Live
Tulane University, Lavin-Bernick Center

Because the Tulane School of Architecture has helped
with the project, and because of generous donations, the
costs of installing the sculpture have been kept to a minimum. However, additional funds are needed to pay for
upkeep and maintenance, and there are several ways to
donate while remembering loved ones lost to AIDS.

Saturday, November 8, 2008 | 9:00am – 3:00pm
Citywide Forum 3: Sustainable Systems
Tulane University, Lavin-Bernick Center
Saturday, December 6, 2008 | 9:00am – 3:00pm
Citywide Forum 4: How We Prosper
Xavier University Center, The William McCaffrey Ballroom, 3rd
floor, 1 Drexel Drive

Granite paving stones honoring an individual can be purchased for $100.00 each. Contributions of $500 or more
will also be recognized with permanent acknowledgement at the memorial site. Contributors of $2,500 or
more will be able to remember an individual with an
inscription on a park bench.

Planning District 7 Meetings
Wednesday, November 12, 2008 | 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Holy Angels, 3500 St. Claude Ave.
Wednesday, January 13, 2009 | 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Holy Angels, 3500 St. Claude Ave.
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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NO MORE BLIGHT —
Join Us in Our Fight

AIDS MEMORIAL — cont’d from col 2, page 4
The dedication of the memorial will begin at 2:00 pm on
Sunday, November 30. Rabbi Edward Cohn of Temple
Sinai and others will speak and a number of area artists
and groups will perform.

We have been helping the City cite owners of blighted
properties as part of our plan to
combat blight. This is the first
step in the process which will
lead to the adjudication of the
properties if the owners do not
bring their properties out of their
blight status. We will announce
the dates and time of these
adjudication hearings as it is
important that we show a strong
presence at these hearings. The
Hearing Officers need to hear
how these properties and the continued lack of their
maintenance affect our neighborhood and our lives.

To make a contribution, or for additional information,
please contact the AIDS Memorial Committee chairperson, Susan Levingston, at 504-443-3090, or fundraising
chairperson, Jack Sullivan, at 504-524-1421. Please join
us at the dedication ceremony November 30th to honor
the many friends and loved ones from our area who have
been lost to AIDS over the years.

x

We are keeping a running list of properties so if you know of
a property that has visible damage and/or is vacant;
please let us know so we may add them to the list. You can
e-mail us at info@faubourgmarigny.org with the address of
the property, or call us at 888-321-0812 with the same
information.

Orchids
To 2006-2008 Board members, Marshall Gries and
Leigh Crawford, for donating their time to make the
Marigny a better place to live, work and play.

We all want to live in a safe and healthy neighborhood. We
are asking these neighbors to help us in rebuilding our
neighborhood and City by taking care of their property.

To Leigh and Jim Crawford for continuing to pick up
the mail at the post office.

Status from 8/27 Adjudication Hearing:

To Donna Rachal and Feelings Cafe for a fabulous
Meet the Neighbors evening.

2001-3 Royal Street – Meeting moved again to 10/7*. Moved
again on 10/7 to a date TBD due to clerical errors.
2005-7 Royal Street – Meeting moved again to 10/7*.
Meeting moved again to 10/7. Moved again on 10/7 to a date
TBD due to clerical errors.
2604-6 Dauphine Street – Meeting moved again to 10/7*.
Owner found guilty of charges and fined.
*These properties are all owned by the same owner and
were moved due to personal reasons of the owner’s lawyer.

To CPC Department, especially Geoffrey Moen, for
working with us to amend our zoning.
To residents that help keep Washington Square
Park clean - a BIG THANK YOU!

ONIONS
To all blighted properties that did not respond to our
overtures.

Status of Demolition By Neglect from 10/10 Historic
District Landmarks Commission (HDLC) Meeting

To businesses and residents who do not respect their
neighbors.

2704 St. Claude Avenue - Approved
2613 Royal Street - Approved
2539-41 Burgundy Street - Approved

Congrats!

ABANDONED CARS
For removal of abandoned cars call: 658-2299

Baty and Lee congrats on the birth of their son

DEBRIS PICKUP
For debris pickup, call: 658-2299

Kellye and Rocky congrats on the birth of their daughter

Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008
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10.9.08
Dear Chris,
My sincere thanks again to you, the Board, the FMIA as
well as the other neighbors who came forward to give my
business issues such supportive testimony at the hearing
in Baton Rouge yesterday.

in the Marigny
The Food Co-op is moving forward with its plans to open
up a natural foods store in our community. Whether you
like natural food or not, we can all agree that another
source of food in our community is a good thing and the
opening of a new business will take a vacant building
and bring it back into commerce and will provide needed
jobs.

Although the process and outcome were both tedious
and disappointing for me this time, they pointed out again
the significance of getting involved - both in the process
and one's neighborhood. As a recent convert to believing
that the political system just might work ( given time, persistence and that "squeaky wheel juice" ), those new
beliefs were delivered a serious blow that left me wondering if, why and how it could be worth it to continue to
struggle within a system that had always seemed so inaccessible to its members. It was made perfectly clear to
me by the end of this judicial hearing that the strength of
a neighborhood lies in the passion of its denizens.

Joining the Food Co-op allows them to move forward at
a quicker pace but if you do not want to join please take
a moment to let your friends know about the Food Co-op.
Membership applications can be downloaded from their
website at www.nolafoodcoop.org.
Until the store becomes a reality, the NOFC currently
operates a monthly buying club where members can
place on-line orders that are delivered by a natural foods
wholesaler from Arkansas. Eat Healthy, Join Today!

If you care enough to carefully choose a place in which to
spend your life, then you must give whatever it takes to
protect what is "yours". If this means taking the time to
document persistent violations of the law - whether this
entails aiding police by notifying them of activities in and
around empty buildings that are suspected drug havens,
or reporting persistent loud music or businesses operating in flagrant violation of their permits - then you must
keep up your end of the bargain as a member of your
neighborhood. It is difficult, often unrewarding and slower
than molasses on a winter's day - but it comes with your
chosen territory.

Beside members, NOFC is looking for volunteers to help
more them forward. For more information or to volunteer
visit their web site or call John Calhoun at 914-6936.

x
FMIA Merchandise is RE-DESIGNED and
AVAILABLE NOW!
Get your NEWLY DESIGNED T-shirts and
women’s tank tops in various colors for $10.

If you are unwilling to do your part, then you cannot
expect your neighborhood to come through for you. I am
glad to have chosen the right neighborhood when I left
the Quarter for the Marigny in 2002.

…and Mugs for $5.

Best wishes and my sincerest thanks,
Patty Marino

You can buy them at the General Meeting or simply
send an e-mail info@faubourgmarigny.org.

FYI
PLEASE NOTE: Call the Quality of Life Officer for the 8th
District, Roger Jones, 201-1520, and the Quality of Life Officer
for the 5th District, Spencer Smith, 658-6557 for urgent complaints about noise or other nuisance issues.
Non-violent crime should be reported to 821-2222 and emergencies to 911.
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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Thanks to our advertisers, the information for our association is more readily
available and for more households. Support our advertisers!

Is your furnace safe?
Is your peace of mind worth $79.00

Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008
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Regrowing Community —
Governor Nicholls/ Esplanade Avenue
Wharves
Cold Storage Terminal

PEOPLE NURTURE PLANTS NURTURE PEOPLE
On Thursday, October 9th at 5pm at Holy Angels Convent, the
Regrowing Community gardening convened in the second floor
Auditorium. Over next weekend, attendees from Milwaukee,
Minneapolis, Portland, Austin and Toronto join hands with local
volunteers to weed, mulch, plant, raise fences, and build a
greenhouse hand in hand with local residents at 10 gardens
around the City.

By Pat Gallwey, Chief Operating Officer, Port of New Orleans
The City and the Port agreed that the Gov. Nicholls Street and
Esplanade Avenue Wharves would remain as maritime cargo
terminals and are not part of the Riverfront Development plan
unless the City recreates the capacity elsewhere in the port.

The Renaissance Project, LSU Ag Center, Longue Vue
Gardens, New Orleans Food and Farm Network, City Park
Botanical Gardens, A Shared Initiative and Algiers Common
Ground have partnered locally to coordinate this event which
was also sponsored by NeighborWorks America, SeedFolks
Ministry, Whole Foods, the Preservation Resource Center,
Parkway Partners, Holy Cross Neighborhood Association, Holy
Angels Convent, and the American Community Gardening
Association.

After careful consideration, the Gov. Nicholls St. and Esplanade
Wharves were deemed most suitable for the relocation of the
Port’s cold storage facility and remain valuable cargo terminals.
Henry Clay, Milan St. and Perry St. Wharves were also considered. Henry Clay does not provide sufficient berth space for
ships; Milan St. would conflict with the future container terminal
expansion; and Perry St. does not have sufficient truck parking
or berth space. All of the remaining Port terminals are under
long-term leases with tenants. Building the facility at a greenfield site was also considered, but would add some $60-80 million to the cost and two years to the development timeframe.

This event was focused on engaging the local citizenry by having community gardeners from across the US working with them
in sites all around the city. Garden sites are located in Bywater:
St. Margaret’s, Holy Angels, Bro. Andre, and Bywater Food
Forest; Marigny: Small Axe Farm; Algiers: Common Ground
Medicinal Garden; Lower 9th Ward: Laurentine Ernst and
Dunson Memorial Ethnobotanical Garden; Gentilly: Sundone;
and 7th Ward: The Porch.

The project includes removing the existing sheds and building
150,000 square feet of refrigerated space. The terminal will be
capable of berthing three ships and handling fresh and frozen
products. No processing, other than freezing, takes place.

Visit dnmc.org for registration information and schedule of
events or call: 504.482.5722.

If an extended power outage occurs, the product can remain
frozen for up to two weeks. Emergency generators will be
required to be on site and operational within 48 hours. The
sealed refrigeration system will be designed and constructed to
exceed safety standards with proven safeguards and redundancies.

Help Us Renovate
Washington Square Park

Truck access to the site is via the I-10 system and Elysian
Fields Ave., a six-lane designated truck route. Truck activity at
the facility is estimated to range between 30 to 60 trucks on
most operating days, and up to maximum of 100 vehicles per
day on an absolute peak day. The Port will require that trucks
be staged off site and called in as space is available.

We are still working on raising money to renovate our
park. New benches, working drinking fountains, a working gate at Dauphine are on the list. In addition to raising
money from the membership we are soliciting money
from grant giving sources.

To download the Port’s project presentation, visit
www.portno.com and click on “Gov. Nicholls St. Wharf Public
Meeting” on the bottom right of the home-page.

Help us make it a reality. Any and all donations are appreciated. To recognize different levels of donations we have
come up with the following levels:

$1000+
$500 - $999
$250 - $499
$100 - $249
$50 - $99

Friends of Bernard
Friends of Mandeville
Friends of Elysian Fields
Friends of Frenchmen
Friends of the Marigny

Donations should be made payable to FMIA and sent to
PO BOX 770080, New Orleans LA 70177. Thanks!
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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Yours Truly in a Swamp

Ruthie, the Duck Lady of New Orleans
by
Leonard Earl Johnson
Ruthie, seems like we barely knew you, though we lived within a couple blocks of each other for thirty-something
years.
You regularly zoomed by us on roller skates, wearing a wedding veil, holding a big white duck and a rolled up poster
of you roller skating, wearing a wedding veil, and holding a big white duck. You were existential infinity in motion.
Sometimes you spoke as we pedaled past on Featherbike, our yellow-feather-trimmed bicycle. Once we rode a
gleaming French Motobécane, a bicycle we took with us to Sea, when we wore a younger man's clothes.
That French bike was stolen by a newly released ex-con you said you knew and hated. He noticed our casual, below
Canal Street, lifestyle and jumped over the fence and plucked our Motobécane and its collage of travel stickers.
We mourned those stickers -- an irreplaceable collection -- more than the bicycle.
You said, "Get a duck. I got a duck. Ain't nobody ever stole no duck."
Maybe, though sometimes they ran them over.
When dumpy, comical Featherbike replaced that elegant French Motobécane, Ruthie looked at its boister ous yellow feathers, and said, "Looks like Bigbird."
"You ought to know, Ruthie," we said. "Don't they call you the Duck Lady?"
Ruthie sometimes sat on her stoop, a traditional Downtown pastime, watching
clouds ("gathering cotton"), contemplating the weather, Life and, maybe, her
next Budweiser and Kool Cigarette
"You got a little beer, for later? A little cigarette, for later" was Ruthie's way of
offering to accept a beer and cigarette, but not that she expected to return the
favor. Ruthie was a no-strings, free citizen of the French Quarter, a neighborhood long associated with free spirits.
She also enjoyed sitting atop bar stools. Pat O'Brien's, on Saint Peter,
and Crazy Shirley's, on Bourbon, were two of her favorites. We met
for the first time at Crazy Shirley's. It was that era when the fabled
Sixties were morphing into the Seventies. Our best friend from college was a reporter for the
Associated Press newly assigned to New Orleans. We came down, from Illinois, and spent an
early Spring exploring the French Quarter. We walked through a magical barroom door and there
sat Ruthie and a big white duck.
She accepted a beer from the bartender. Complete with a saucer for the duck. She got "a little
cigarette, for later" from a man, in a white-and-red
striped shirt, standing just outside the barroom door
selling Lucky Dogs. He also gave Ruthie's duck a piece
of hot dog bun.
At dinner, that night, my reporter friend told me the story of Ruthie, the Duck Lady -- a proud marcher
in New Orleans passing parade. Could anyone want to live anywhere else? Within the year we
signed up and moved in, next to Ruthie's world.
Ruthie had a voice like Donald Duck's Cajun cousin. She was born Ruth Grace Moulon, in New
Orleans, of parents from Plaquamines, a small town West of the Mississippi River, near Baton
Rouge. As a child she was sickly and lonely. As an adult she was not..
She died at seventy-four, September 6, 2008, from cancer, in Our Lady of the Lake, a residential
care facility in Baton Rouge, where she had been evacuated for Hurricane Gustav.
Ruthie gained her four-score-and-more years drinking like a fish, smoking like a chimney, cursing
like a sailor, staying out on the streets all hours of the night and day, subsisting on a diet primarily
of salt, sugar and preservatives washed down with Budweiser and smoke.

Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008
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Many are the pure fallen to an earlier grave.
Ruthie befriended most people, and all ducks. Easter was a big day on her liturgical calender. Many ducklings began their relationship with
Ruthie as an Easter offering from friends and tourists who passed the little balls of fluff into her welcoming hands, in Jackson Square, in front
of Saint Louis Cathedral.
She lived a careless life, and so did her ducks. None of them lasted as long as she did. Most did not
make it to the next Spring. But they all seemed happier for the company.
Any one who knew Ruthie knew some colorful version of her car-smashed-duck story. They all ended
with Ms. Ruthie bending over the carcass in the street telling the fallen fowl to stay on the sidewalk,
next time.
The sweetest version came from her friend, David Michel, a New Orleans Police Officer who was
working off-duty detail, at Pat O'Brien's, when informed Ruthie's last duck had been flattened by an
automobile, outside, on the corner. He immediately dispatched a driver to City Park to scoop up a
replacement.
We sometimes drank beer with Ruthie. And laughed with her. And, truth be told, at her. She was amusing, and -- dare we say it -- an odd duck we are better for knowing.
We met her boyfriend, Gary Moody, after we had all grown older, and she had moved Uptown, to the
Saint Charles Health Care facility. It was from there she was evacuated to Baton Rouge.
Gary Moody had been a sailor on shore leave, in 1963. They met once, on Bourbon Street, and kept
up a lifetime postcard correspondence.
Ruthie referred to him all the rest of her life as her boyfriend and, sometimes, her husband. Many felt she had made him up. Until he flew
down from Minnesota to dance at her sixty-seventh birthday party, at Rock ‘N’ Bowl, on January 20, 2000. The party was organized by friends
as dear as any on this side of Judgement Day.
Filmmaker and friend, Rick Delaup, has an excellent film of Ruthie, in a collection of filmographs he has done of free souls of old New
Orleans. There you may again see Ruthie, her small body bent over roller skates, flying down Bourbon Street, wedding veil flying, a soul
mate of a white duck cradled in her arms?
Once, my Mother, a stern Illinois-German, came to visit. On a walking tour of the French Quarter,
we happened upon Ruthie, who asked for a little cigarette for later, then skated off.
My Mother listened to the story of Ruthie's admirable self reliance, and neighborhood colorization.
Then said, "Someone should pick her up and put her in a home, where she can be taken care of."
The week after that visit, we saw Ruthie walking along Conti with a briefcase-bearing woman in a
severe black suit. "A state social worker," I thought, "my Mother dropped a nickel on Ruthie!"
Later that same day, we again spotted Ruthie sitting at the bar at Crazy Shirley's. Over a beer we
asked, "Ruthie, who was that woman we saw you with, earlier today?"
'What, who?" she said in her Donald Duck accent.
"I don't know who. Some woman in a black suit with a briefcase. You were crossing Conti, at Royal."
"Naw," she said, "must have been someone who looked like me." The bartender and two flies at the
trough laughed. Ruthie smiled her flap jaw snaggle-toothed grin, and lifted her beer. How we could
use that laugh again today.
Ever since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita gave a one-two near-death blow to our Paris of the Swamps,
we have walked her battered streets remembering friends who have gone before. Friends who once
lived here, above that shop, and there, beside that bar. We wonder where they are now. And do they know? We pass Ruthie's old place. She
lived next to 1313 Dauphine, an address that once belonged to Clay Shaw, the man New Orleans District Attorney, Jim Garrison, accused
of conspiracy to murder John F. Kennedy.
Both Shaw and Garrison are long gone to their reward. Do they sit somewhere in The Beyond chewing over who killed JFK? We wonder if
any one has told them about The Hurricanes of '05? Oh, God, in your ultimate good humor, please let it be Ruthie who brings them the word.
more Yours Truly in a Swamp at
www.LEJ.org

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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Nickel-A-Dance, a New Orleans
family-friendly jazz-dance tradition since
1994, will return for a series of six
concerts in October & November, 2008.
Tell your friends and tell your children:
508 Frenchmen. AND…IT’S STILL
FREE!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Sun., October 19 • 4 - 7 PM
Steve Pistorius & his Southern Syncopators
Sun., October 26 • 4 - 7 PM
Lionel Ferbos and the Palm Court Jazz Band
Sun., November 2 • 4 - 7 PM
Mark Brooks’ All-Stars (4-7 p.m.)
Sun., November 9 • 4 - 7 PM
Creole Jazz Serenaders with Don Vappie
The Nickel-A-Dance Soirees have helped revive the
neighborhood dance traditions that used to be widespread
across the city.

Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008
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The vendor shall retain Tax Exemption Certificates and
documents described above on tax exempt sales, for
purposes of audit. Vendors may provide the purchaser
with a copy of the Tax Exemption Certificate certifying
their purchase as an original, one-of-a-kind work of art.
The vendor shall retain copies of said certificates and
documentation for inspection by the Louisiana
Department of Revenue (LDR) and local taxing authorities.
St Claude Avenue corridor has been designated as and
Arts & Cultural District by the State. Along with designation is a sales tax exemption for artists and tax credits for
renovation of buildings.

Sales Tax Exemption Reporting
Vendors of original. one-of-a-kind works of art in a certified Cultural District should submit their monthly sales tax
return (R-1029) to the Louisiana Department of Revenue
and the local tax authority as usual. The total value of
original art sales tax exemptions claimed during the
reporting period should be entered on page 2, line 33.

The Sales Tax Exemption for original art goes into effect
on Saturday, November 1, 2008. The summary below
briefly explains the documentation requirements for businesses and individuals selling original works of art in a
Cultural District. To view the full documentation visit
www.fabourgmarigny.org.

If an audit reveals that sales tax was not collected properly on a work of art, the vendor or purchaser shall remit
the amount of the uncollected tax to the proper taxing
authorities, along with any penalties or fees. This provision does not affect the assessment and collection procedures undertaken by the Louisiana Department of
Revenue.

Meetings will be held during October to explain the sales
tax exemption and help each Cultural District implement
the process.

Cultural District Sales Tax Exemption Instructions

Louisiana Department of Revenue Service

Documentation of Tax Exempt Sales
Vendors shall certify the authenticity of original works of
art and document the tax-exempt sale of these certified
works by using the Tax Exemption Certificates (R-1384)
provided by the Louisiana Department of Revenue
(LDR), available online at www.crt.state.la.us/culturaldistricts. The Sales Tax Exemption Certificate to document
the sale and authenticity of original art includes the following information:

Vendors of original, one-of-a-kind works of art should
register with the Department of Revenue in order
to receive regular communication from the Department
of Revenue on rulings, guidelines, and advice
regarding the implementation of this provision. Sign up
for the Louisiana Department of Revenue electronic
Policy
Statement
Subscription
Service
at
http://www.revenue.louisiana.gov/sections/lawspolicies/
psss.aspx

1.

Name and address or the Purchaser

2.

The title and description of the work of art including its medium and dimensions, the name of the
artist, predominant color, its date of creation (if
known). The sale date and price of the work of
art.

3.

4.

Tax Exempt Works of Art Defined
1. A work of art is tax exempt if it is sold from an established location within a Cultural District and it is:

Name and address of Seller. Name and location
of the Cultural District.
Signature of the Seller certifying that to the best
of his knowledge the work of art meets the definition of a tax-exempt work of art, as defined
below.

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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a.

Original;

b.

One-of-kind, except as further defined in section 2
below;

c.

Visual art;

d.

Conceived and made by hand of the artist or
under his direction; and

e.

Not intended for mass production, except for limited editions specified below.

Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org

2. Examples of eligible media and products include:
a.

b.

and restored. The center will ultimately include facilities
for yoga, various practitioners of the healing arts along
with a “street university”-offering offering array of non-traditional learning opportunities.

Visual arts and crafts, including but not limited to
drawing, painting, sculpture, clay, ceramics, fiber,
glass, leather, metal, paper, wood, installation art,
light sculpture, wearable art, or mixed media; and

Another historic building on St. Claude will also be boldly repurposed. In a pilot program, the Creative Alliance of
New Orleans (CANO), an organization of creative professionals in the New Orleans metropolitan area, is transforming the Colton School into a venue offering studio,
exhibition, and performance space for artists, performers
and designers. There will be an opening celebration on
November 1st, on All Saints Day. Applications for space
at the Studio at Colton School are available at
www.cano-la.org.

Limited, numbered editions (up to 100) of lithographs, photography, silk screen, intaglios, etchings, graphic design, and giclees.

3. Examples of ineligible media and products include:
a.

Performing art;

b.

Food products;

c.

Live plants, such as bonsai trees, floral arrangements, wreaths, and garlands;

d.

Music recordings; and

e.

Reproductions of original works of art

Another premier event will be the New Orleans Fringe
Theater Festival, from November 13-16, that will bring
more than 120 performances to venues throughout
Faubourg Marigny and the
Bywater. Over 35 performing groups from New
Orleans and around the
country will be presenting
drama, dance, comedy,
performance art, aerial
acts, musical theater, puppetry, spoken word and
other
creative
works.
Several venues will be on
St. Claude proper. More
information about performances and ticket sales is available at www.nofringe.org

After the sale and upon request of any taxing authority,
the OCD may issue rulings on whether a specific work of
art meets the definition of a tax-exempt work of art.
For questions contact Gaye Hamilton, 225-342-8161,
ghamilton@crt.state.la.us

One of those venues, designed specifically for children,
will be sponsored by the St. Claude Main Street
Program, and will be located just behind the St. Roch
Market, currently under redevelopment. On the sidewalks nearby, the Main Street program will also be holding its second annual “Chalk It Up to St. Claude” sidewalk
chalk art contest. Last year’s competition yielded a
remarkable array of ephemeral art that included work
from a number of members of the YaYa arts organization.

St. Claude Avenue to play host to
thousands of art lovers in November.
The emergence of St. Claude Avenue as an “Art”ery,
pulsing with the energy of an ever-expanding array of
both visual and performing arts venues and events in the
surrounding neighborhoods, will be particularly apparent
this November when a coalition of organizations coordinates a month-long celebration of artistic endeavor.

On Saturday, November 15, the Goodchildren Social Aid
& Pleasure Club will kick off the day's festivities with a
Fringe Parade down St. Claude, from Poland Ave. all the
way to Marigny St. This eclectic and creative parade will
include various groups from the St. Claude neighborhoods, and will highlight performers from the Festival,
such as circus, clown and aerial artists. The extremely
popular Opposite Machine adds even more excitement to
the parade. The parade is free and open to the public.

In a first for the city, the Prospect.1 Biennial will showcase both the work of local artists and that of over 80
artists from across the US and abroad. As part of that
exhibition, a major exhibit will be staged at The New
Orleans Healing Center, now being developed in the former Universal Furniture Center on St. Claude Avenue.
That building is currently undergoing rehabilitation, during which its historic faÒade from 1923 will be uncovered
Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008
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DON’T
FORGET
to Vote!!

What are you voting for?
Besides the candidates for elected office, there is also an
amendment to the Home Charter for the City which is
below.
City of New Orleans Home Rule Charter Amendment
(City Planning Commission and City’s Master Plan
Acquiring Force of Law)

November 4
Everyone talks about how
frustrated they are with our
government and elected officials. Instead of exercising
their right to vote people protest by not going to the polls.

Summary: This proposition amends Articles III and V of
the Home Rule Charter of the City of New Orleans relative to the City Planning Commission and creation of a
Master Plan with the force of law. The amendments make
substantive changes, including the following: providing
that the Planning Commission consist of nine members
appointed by the Mayor with approval of the Council for
nine year terms; requiring Planning Commission to
prepare a 20-year Master Plan for the development of the
City; requiring the Planning Commission to forward the
Master Plan to the Council for adoption; requiring the
Council to adopt the Master Plan with or without modifications, or reject it or if the Council does not act after
resubmission, the Master Plan shall be deemed adopted;
at least every five years, but not more often than annually, requiring the Planning Commission to review the
Master Plan and determine whether the plan requires
amendment or comprehensive revision; requiring the
Council to adopt or reject the amendment or revision of
the Master Plan, or to adopt them with modifications;
requiring the Planning Commission to prepare and recommend to the Council a zoning ordinance for the purpose of implementing the Master Plan; providing that the
Council may periodically amend said ordinance, provided
the amendments are consistent with the Master Plan;
requiring that the Capital Improvement Plan be consistent with the Master Plan; requiring the Council to establish by ordinance a system for organized and effective
neighborhood participation in government; providing for a
Board of Zoning Adjustments, to consist of seven
members appointed by the Mayor with the approval of
the Council for five year terms; these and other technical
and substantive charter amendments proposed in this
proposition are contained in Appendix “A” to Ordinance
Number 23,141, M.C.S.

A democracy only works if the people it represents exercise their right to vote and either put people in office that
can do the job or remove the elected officials who have
betrayed the public trust. The latter is very rarely done
and because of it the people suffer the consequences.
With voter turnout at 25% we are getting what we
deserve. By not voting, whether you like the candidates
or not, you are allowing a small group of people to decide
what is right for you.
If we all want the change we collectively talk about then
we must be the catalyst of that change. And the catalyst
starts at the polls. We must go and vote and encourage
others to do the same. Our country would be a much better place and our issues less controversial if we and the
politicians knew that over 90% of the people have
weighed in. Otherwise, not weighting in allows the politicians to make the decisions for us based on a small percentage of the population.
The election is on November 4. You may vote at City Hall,
beforehand, starting Tuesday, October 21 through
Tuesday, October 28.
If you are not sure where to vote or want the peace of
mind, you can check by any of the methods below. The
easiest is the Polling Locator Web page.

Polling Locator Web Page:
https://pollinglocator.sos.louisiana.gov/

Shall Section 3-112 and Sections 5-401 through 5-412 of
the Home Rule Charter of the City of New Orleans
regarding the City Planning Commission and the City’s
Master Plan be amended by making the additions, deletions and modifications summarized hereinabove and as
fully set forth in Appendix “A” to Ordinance No. 23,141
M.C.S.”

Phone Number: 225/922.0900
E-mail address: elections@sos.louisiana.gov
Letter to: Secretary of State
Attention: Voter Registration
P.O. Box 94125
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9125

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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Will New Orleans
Survive…
the 7th Annual New
Orleans Bookfair?

with Parkway Partners
For more than 25 years, Parkway Partners, the City of
New Orleans Department of Parks and Parkways and citizens from neighborhoods throughout the metro area
have worked together to improve the quality of life
through our green spaces.

In a city renowned for good times and outlandish writers, one
event truly fuses the two:

THE 7TH ANNUAL NEW ORLEANS BOOKFAIR!
A celebration of independent publishing and alternative media,
the New Orleans Bookfair embodies New Orleans' living history
of never-say-die cultural fringe fun. Small presses, smaller
presses, 'zinesters, authors, artists, and every stripe of literary
and informational troublemaker worldwide gather themselves
and their work in a single lovely neighborhood for your perusal
and pondering. High-brow, low-life, from the far-out to the
far-gone, the Bookfair brings you the best of the un-annoying
avant-garde in poetry, prose, visual art, comics, music and
numerous less easily categorized creative pursuits.

Here are some current programs.

2nd Saturday Program
Remember your grandmother's garden? The old New
Orleans garden had a reputation for lushness and fragrance. Come learn from our speakers who have kept
this New Orleans' gardening distinction alive for many
decades. 9 am - noon, at the Parkway Partners
Greenhouse. Featured plants include: gardenia, sweet
olive, jasmines, sasanqua, plumbago, chrysanthemum,
snapdragons, four o'clocks, staghorn ferns and azaleas
to name a few.

Mark your calendars: Saturday, November 15th from 10 am to
6 pm, the New Orleans Book Fair's temporary autonomous
zone of awesomeness will encompass the 500-600 block of
Frenchmen Street in the Faubourg Marigny, centering around
Ray's Boom Boom Room, Yuki, Faubourg Marigny Art & Books,
dba, Lazziza's, Cafe Negril, The Apple Barrel and a few more
yet to be nailed down. Beyond their usual invaluable offerings,
area bars and restaurants will be hosting special events and
offering food and drink specials all weekend long.

Order Holiday Poinsettias
Order your Holiday Poinsettias and other holiday plants
now for pickup on December 5th. Any orders over 20 will
be delivered. Call our office at 504-620- 2224 or visit our
website to download an order form. Payment is due when
order is received.

The Seventh New Orleans Book Fair's sponsors include Garrett
County Press, Patron Saint Productions, and The Historic New
Orleans Collection, as well as private donors. Numbered among
our publishers and attendees are McSweeney's, the MIT Press,
Microcosm, Pelican, the AK Press, and social advocacy groups
such as New Orleans Books to Prisoners and The New Orleans
Women's Health Clinic.

Shop at Macy's and Support Parkway Partners
Macy's Charity Day program allows organizations that
sell $5 "shopping pass tickets" to supporters, to keep the
entire proceeds. Ticket holders use their tickets at Macy's
Lakeside Shopping Center or Macy's at The Esplanade
on Wednesday October 22, 2008 to get a sneak preview
of the two brand new stores and receive an extra 25 percent* on apparel and accessories and an extra 10 percent* on home items, (*exclusions and limitations apply).
$5 tickets benefiting Parkway Partners are available now.
Call at our office at 504-620-2224 to get yours. Please
spread the word.

This bracing blend of local literati and highly suspect external
elements collaborate to bring you the cream of independent literature, outsider art, political theory and bohemian excellence
from the new school and eras bygone. Come dip your toes or
anything else you'd care to into the wonderfully weird waters of
the cutting edge; enjoy live music, rousing readings, and inadvertently edifying activities for all ages.
If you're a real glutton for punishment, precedent suggests there
may even be a mind-blowing but entirely unofficial afte rparty.

October is Neighborwoods Month

The Seventh annual New Orleans Bookfair will be the most
superb thing ever.

National NeighborWoods Month was created by the
Alliance for Community Trees to celebrate the benefits of
trees in the places people live. They encourage tree
planting events and tree care, creating tree canopies that
increase the health and livability of neighborhoods for us
all.

The 7th Annual New Orleans Bookfair will be held Saturday,
Nov. 15th, 2008, from 10am - 6pm on the 500 - 600 blocks of
Frenchmen St, in the Faubourg Marigny, New Orleans, LA.
The NOLA Bookfair is an annual celebration of independent
publishing and alternative media featuring small presses,
zinesters, book artists, anarchists, rabblerousers, and more!

To find out more about any of these programs call 504620-2224, email dgraham@parkwaypartnersnola.org or
visit http://www.ParkwayPartnersnola.org

http://www.nolabookfair.com
Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008
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FMIA BOARD MEETING MINUTES
September 10, 2008

Approvals by email – None

OLD BUSINESS (Active)
A. Approval of minutes from 8/13 Board Meeting and
8/18 General Meeting - Consensus
B. Projects – Reinventing the Crescent – Sept 17th
meeting at NOCCA: It is important to attend.
C. Releaf Marigny: Get Marigny Green, a new
Committee co-chaired by Andy Gallagher and Deborah
Oppenheim. The concept will include Releaf Marigny
and will be presented at the next general meeting.
D. Meet the Neighbors: Please check the e-mail list and
the website for the next scheduled location
E. Visibility of Marigny - Banners: The designer is
working on the design.
F. Historic Markers: FMIA is checking into why suburb
was written instead of Faubourg.
G. Blighted/Vacant Property: Chris went to the adjudication of J. Thorick properties 8/27 and the hearing officer wanted to hear them all. Thorick brought his new
lawyer. The lawyer asked for the hearing to be postponed. This hearing has been postponed twice. The
residents are upset because of the immediate danger
of his buildings. Since the last storm, the building on
Dauphine and Franklin has collapsed onto other properties. The third hearing is set for 9/8/08 and please
attends to help support the residents whose properties
and quality of life is depolarize due to negligence and
blight from certain property owners.
H. Issues:
a. 2106 Chartres - Jericho’s /Lazziza: Chris went to the
hearing and defendant did not show up.
b. 525 Frenchmen: No Status
c. 2705-7 Decatur : The wall collapsed.
I. Insurance Policy: No Status
J. Office Space: We are still looking for an office space.
Chris is checking into other possibilities
K. Yearly Agenda: No Status
L. RiverfrontAlliance: Everyone is invited to the
September 17th presentation at NOCCA at 7:30.
M. Grant Writer: Stephen has sent a letter of inquiry to
the Getty Foundation and has not received a response.
He will meet with Chris to discuss the variety of funding
needs so he can research other resources. Debbie
has agreed to share other resources. Stephen said we
have to have a well thought out fundraising plan before
submitting grant proposals.
N. T-shirts Idea: Please send your ideas to Chris.
O. Marigny Advertising: Radio/Brochure No Status
P. 5th District Police Staffing: No Status
Q. RDO Changes: No Status
R. Board Member Responsibilities: Ron and Chris have
worked on this.

MEETINGS
FMIA General and Board Meetings are open to the public.
Committees and committee meetings are also open to anyone
who is interested or would like to help.
BOARD MEETINGS are the 1st Wednesday of each month at
7:00 PM. Location TBA (see www.faubourgmarigny.org)
GENERAL MEETINGS are the 3rd Monday of each month and
begin with a potluck at 6:30 PM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
2624 Burgundy Street. The meeting starts at 7:15 PM. (There
are NO general meetings in July and December.)

ADS AND ARTICLES
Ads and articles for the monthly newsletters are due by the
Friday following the Board Meeting.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS NEWSLETTER..
Member rates listed below are “per month” charges and
dependent on the number of times you place an advertisement.
Non-members pay an extra $3 per month.
Size
Full Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
Back Quarter Page
Business Card

3 - 10 Times/yr.
$90
$45
$30
$45
$18

1 - 2 Times/yr.
$110
$55
$40
$55
$25

If we can be of any assistance with your ad, please send a
request for info to the website at www.faubourgmarigny.org. We
will handle your request as quickly as possible.
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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S. Art NOCCA: no status
T. Enforcement issues
U. Geoffrey Moen senior planner, CPC came to discussed the proposed Text Amendment 61-08 to add
Rehabilitation Center to the HMC-2.
Q: Chris - We are part of HMC2 Treme/Marigny and
Treme wants to have this Center. FMIA and CPC have
tried to put in safe guards not to have this a problem.
Need to change Provisios:1) can not be within residential use not residential zoning
Gene: Chartres St. Mental Clinic was an agreement
made for that particular site. To have a text amendment
opens a can of worms. It is more the adjacent uses.
There are a lot of restrictions such as fencing, elevated
expressway, and parking. It should be in a medical
treatment district.
G e o ffrey Moen: He met with Historic Treme
Association, Naydja , President she said there association is in favor of the center.
Reg: Is there another way to do this?
Geoffrey: Conditional use is authorized and goes
through a process. This type of use is allowed everywhere except the Vieux Carre, Treme/Marigny.
Conditional use process is cumbersome which takes
about six months.
Ron: Do we have considered the properties near the
facility?
Deborah: We should add, “ can not be within residential use” instead and residential zoning.
Geoffrey: Odyssey House has now a long term assistant living facility. They have a grant to expand to
another facility. NORA gave them the property on
Caliborne/St. Ann. Treme wants this project and the
feel the restrictions are important to them as well.
Deborah: 2500 ft. is that a portion of a larger building or
free standing building?
Geofrey: The building is the entire lot and no parking.
Chris: Expansion and concern?
Geoffrey: We have been told that this is Odyssey’s only
expansion. With the text amendment, any other facility
must be
Chris: Large and small group home?
Geoffrey: those types of facilities are not regulated by
the City but regulated by the State. They do not use the
term small and large. There are only thirty beds or less.
Deborah: What about near a school, church, playground ?
Geoffrey: Can not go next to someone home, residential use.
Gene: Can this use to tie to the operator?
Geoffrey: Conditional use is not tied to the operator of
the use. The staff would probably not advocate for this.
If you felt this is important, discuss it with Councilman,
James Carter.
Q: A good neighborhood agreement or civil agreement
could be signed?
Ron: What would happen if we would not approve this?
Geoffrey: The project won’t happen.
Chrls: CPC staff has come up with a text amendment
Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008

to add rehabilitation care center to the use: 1) distance
2500 ft. radius; 2) use not exceed 2500 floor area;
3) Inpatient- medication given to inpatients only;
4) 1 security guard on site at all times; 5) from 2500 ft
radius; 6) Cannot be adjacent to, across or within 100
feet of a residential use; and, 7) No dispensing of medications such as outpatient.
MOTION: Support this with the following provisos:
DISCUSSION: It is a conditional use. It is to support
with the above conditions Second: Leigh VOTE: 7 yes
and 1 abstention
V: 2121 Chartres St. FMIA has received a letter from
Jose Font, who has made a proposal to build a residential Hotel on Chartres and Elysian Fields. In a response
to Mr. Font, FMIA has reiterated the need to abide by
the zoning and continue open communication with the
FMIA
W. Project Lazarus: The NO/AIDS Walk is for Sept 28th.
They have asked for a donation to help with the cost of
the T-shirt for their Walking Team. The Board discussed
the important of NO/AIDS to have regular input by
attending our general meetings. They could also make
a direct appeal to our members and attendees of the
general meeting. MOTION: To donate $50. Second:
Leigh VOTE: Unanimous
X. 3rd Annual Walking Tour, October 19th: Volunteer
Meeting has been changed to September 19th, 7:00pm
at Reg. The Board discussed the tour. The Creole
Society has been working to research the houses that
are on the Walking Tour. Please stop by their table at
Washington Square Park to learn more about the
Creole Society.
OLD BUSINESS (In-active)
A. Issues:
a. 2100 Burgundy (Fred Morgan): No status
B. Projects:
a. Mandeville Fire Station: No Status
b. AIDS Memorial for Washington Square Park: We
received the official proposal and these points have
been added: 1) added FMIA and greater New
Orleans Foundation as receipents of the perpetual
fund from the AIDS Committee 2) The AIDS
Committee needs funds to construct and perpetually
maintain the monument facility and associated landscaping with at least a minimum of $20,000. 3) The
extra glass pieces need to be held by the FMIA. 4)
5.2 Added perpetual care. 1.1 Article – if the design
is changed, the City and FMIA has to approve any
changes. CHRIS: Motion For FMIA to enter this
agreement with the AIDS Memorial Committee
Stephen: Second Unanimous
c. Washington Sq. Park : Jeff Becker is interested in
becoming the Chairperson for Washington Square
Park. Brian suggested that look into hiring a fundraiser to host a big event for the renovation and restoration of Washington Square Park. He estimates that
the cost would be at least ? million dollars. Gene said
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there is still money available even though there is
Katrina fatigue.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
•

NEW BUSINESS
•
A. Next Board Meeting: Oct 1st Reg/Ron and Brian will
host
B. Audit/Budget: A discussion that the account of the
budget appears to be so vague. Brian explained that
with Quick Books Program, there are many different
pages of information and all is available. MOTION:
ACCEPT THE BUDGET AND AUDIT Second: Gene
VOTE: Unanimous
C. Conflict of Interest Committee: Board Member must
sign an agreement if there is a conflict of issue and we
need to establish a Committee.
D. Washington Square Park Clean-up: Gretchen has
already contacted the sheriff department to help with
the big clean-up. We thank Jason and Sebastian
Patterson, FMIA’s Clean-Up Krewe who has already
made the first clean-up sweep
E. CRIME: Crime Prevention meeting is at St. Paul
Lutheran on Saturday 9/ at 2pm.
F. Caroling: We discussed finding a sponsor for our
Caroling event.
G. Committee Reports:
Treasurer: Letter to Julian with thank you
Newsletter: Orchids
Donna Rachal and Feelings Cafe for a fabulous Meet
the Neighbors evening
To CPC Department especially Geoffrey Moen for
working with us to amend our zoning.
Renters who joined FMIA
Sound Café – Baty and Lee congrats on the birth of
their son
Kellie & Rocky congrats on the birth of their daughter

•

•

•

•

•
Onions:
•
Meeting ended at 10:15 pm

FMIA GENERAL MEETING

•

September 15, 2008
Reg Medellin, our VP, at 7:15pm welcomed everyone to
our general meeting. Reg introduced the new residents.

Election: Gary deLaumont, Chair of the Nomination
Committee: the four Board members who have
served their two year term are up and the four
people nominated and running for the Board
are: Brian Frye, Gretchen Bomboy, Lisa
Boudreaux, and Chris Costello. Motion is to
move by Acclamation the acceptance of the four
people who are running. Second: Gary
deLaumont Vote: All yeas
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

•
•

•
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Interested in volunteering? It is very easy, just contact FMIA at www.faubourgmarigny.org
Reinventing the Crescent at NOCCA, 7:00 on
September 17, 2008 - New Orleans Building Corp is
presenting. PLEASE ATTEND this meeting, it is important.
Howard on Blight: Howard and Committee have documented a list of blighted properties in the neighborhood. FMIA has sent letters to the owners using the criteria by the City re blight with information and
resources to help with their blighted building. Camp
Restore, St. Paul Lutheran Church is a program with
helps the elderly and disabled residents with their
blighted building. Howard said he is working on a website.
October 7, 2008: Jim Thorick has 13 properties which
are up for adjudication on October 7th. Please attend
the hearing. His property on Dauphine and Franklin is
a hindrance to the neighbors. Please help and support
this effort by writing and attending meetings. Howard
said is working on setting up a website.
Get Marigny Green: Deborah presented the concept
of Get Marigny Green Committee. She invited all residents - renters, condo and home owners to participate.
Many interested participants signed up to attend the
first organizational brainstorm meeting in October
(TBA).
Please
contact
Deborah
at
deborah@faubourgmarigny.org
Stephen Folkes: he AIDS memorial sculpture will be
installed in Washington Square Park. The dedication of
the memorial sculpture is on Nov. 30 , to coincide with
World’s AIDS Day, December 1st. A memorial granite
paver can be purchased and inscribed. Deadline for
pavers?
Crime Prevention Meeting at St. Paul Lutheran on
September 20th at 2:00pm
Meet the Neighbors: Kudos to Donna Rachal and
Feelings Café was fabulous. Mark your calendar , t for
the next Meet the Neighbors which is the second
Tuesday of every month. Check the website and e-mail
server for the next location.
3rd Annual Walking Tour October 19, 2008 Art
Market and Music in Washington Square Park. Come
to the organizational meeting on Thursday, Sept 18 @
7pm 2119 Decatur and see why you want to volunteer
for this Committee. If you cannot make it and want to
volunteer, please contact Reg rm.nola@cox.net. Our
fabulous advertising Chair has already received major
donors.
We want to thank you St. Paul Lutheran for being a
supporter of FMIA.
You are invited to attend an exciting play, Camp
Winnetka performed at St. Paul Lutheran on
October 4th 7:00 pm or October 5th 3:00 pm.
Washington Square Park Clean-Up: Thank you
Jason Paddison for organizing
a clean-up on
September 14th Sunday, 11-1pm. The City cannot
Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org

•

•

•

open the park until the handing limbs and other debris
has been removed. Gretchen Bomboy is working on
having the trustees work on the clean-up. FMIA since
the storm has taken the responsibility of caring and
cleaning the park daily. We can not say enough thanks
to all the Washington Square clean-up Krewe. Please
consider a donation to Friends of Washington Square
Park for tree maintenance, repairs, and renovation of
our Park.
Flyers on telephone poles: Please consider taking
down the illegal flyers on telephone poles. This is
against the law and there is a $25 fine. Keep Marigny
Green and Clean is the best place to live, work, and
play. We do not want to see illegal campaign signs on
any neutral ground.
Reg, VP of FMIA challenged all members to invite a
few people who are not members to our general
meeting, every 3rd Monday of the month. If you have
any ideas, suggestions, or topics, please contact FMIA
at www.faubourgmarigny.org
Gretchen told us that Gene’s Poboy’s is installing at
Elysian Fields and North Rampart on the neutral
ground a “Welcome to the Marigny” sign and landscaping the area.

BOARD MEMBERS
Chris Costello, President
ccostello@deveney.com
Reg Medellin, Vice President
rm.nola@cox.net
Brian Frye, Treasurer
brian.frye@cox.net
Leigh Crawford, Corresponding Secretary
leigh19@cox.net
Deborah Oppenheim, Recording Secretary
opprik@aol.com
Gene Cizek, Past President
ecizek@tulane.edu
Stephen Fowlkes
coulonguesthouse@yahoo.com
Marshall Greis
mggjcs@cs.com
Ron Petty
rrglobal@cox.net

Please remember to Vote October 4, 2008
COMMITTEES

FMIA invited all the candidates to come and speak at the
General Meeting. These are the candidates who presented their platforms:

Advertising – Angela Carll
angcarll@gmail.com
Blight – Howard Allen
blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Bylaws – Gary deLeaumont
Caroling – Kellye Deel
kellyedeel@msn.com
Community Outreach – Marshall Greis
Crime - Kerrie Ramsdell
Education/Frenchman – Deborah Oppenheim
Home Tour –
Reg Medellin & Deborah Oppenheim
Hospitality – Gary deLeaumont
Membership – Gary deLeaumont
Neighborhood Development – Brian Frye
HDLC – Rick Fifield
opprik@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor - Ron Budenich
fmianews@aol.com
Special Projects – Gary deLeaumont
Washington Square Park – Chris Costello
Web Site – Chris Costello
Zoning - Robyn Blanpied

1) Hunter Harris - Judge
for Criminal Court Section F
2) Dr. Camacia Ross, OPSB, District 4
the Marigny rectangle
3) Judge Hansen - Magistrate Judge
for Criminal District Court
4) Melanie Talia - Criminal District Court Section J
5) Robin Pittman - Judge
for Criminal District Section F

Meeting ended at 8:25 pm

Next Board Meeting: November 5, 2008
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General Meeting • Monday, October 20
NEXT GENERAL MEETING • Monday, November 17

DELIVER BY 10/18/08

PAY YOUR DUES
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association. Content, editorials
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its Board or its members.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter (including
photographs and original artwork) must be obtained
from the editor and/or byline columnist.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions including editorial and advertising content. Send contributions
to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080, NOLA 70177 or
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.
To advertise in the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.

