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Les Amis de Marigny
Helping to make the Marigny a better place to live, work and play

Meet the Neighbors
2nd TUESDAY • 6:30 - 8:30 PM

NONPAC MEETINGS
5TH District

2nd Wednesday • 7 PM

2372 St. Claude Avenue

8TH District
2nd Thursday • 5:30 PM

Omni Royal Hotel

ST. CLAUDE URBAN MAIN

STREET MEETINGS
2nd Wednesday, 9:00 PM

4th Wednesday, 9:00 AM 

Green Project

Marais and Press Streets

EVERY SATURDAY
UPPER 9th WARD

GREEN MARKET

1 - 4 PM 

Holy Angels Convent

3500 St. Claude

FEBRUARY
General Meeting • February 18

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

MARCH
Board Meeting • March 5

6:30 PM • Location TBA

Meet the Neighbors

Tuesday, March 11

Schiro’s • 6:30 - 8:30 PM

General Meeting • March 17

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

APRIL
Board Meeting • April 2

6:30 PM • Location TBA

General Meeting • April 21

6:30 Potluck • 7:15 Meeting

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

MARK YOUR

CALENDARS!!
May 18th

26th Annual Spring Home Tour

and Art Market

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

PRESIDENT’S REPORT — Chris Costello

It is hard to believe that Mardi Gras was little over a week
ago. It turned out to be a beautiful day despite the weath-
er reports. The best part for me is the St. Anne Parade
which traverses its way through our neighborhood on its
way to the river. It is the highlight of my Mardi Gras in that
I enjoy seeing all of you in costume (or not) celebrating. It
is times like these that make me forget the daily struggles
we all face in rebuilding our lives, communities and city. A
big thank you to Krewe to Vieux for starting the season of
right with their irreverent and highly satirical parade that is
always sure to put a smile on your face. (What’s better
than one Wendy?) (more on page 4)

We are moving full steam ahead preparing for events like
our Spring Home Tour and putting the finishing touches on
projects such as the playground renovation and the
addition of two, new historic markers in our neighborhood.
I am very thankful to have such an enthusiastic Board to
help carry out these tasks but we are limited by man power
in what we can do. We have the opportunity to do more but
need help. Do you have a couple hours a week to help
improve the neighborhood? Or can you only help a couple
hours a month? Either way we would love your support,
ideas and help in making our neighborhood better. Let us
know how and when you can help.

Tax Time is looming but have no fear. A donation to the
organization can reduce your tax burden and keep your
hard earned money out of the pockets of the Federal
Government and put towards projects in the neighborhood
you can enjoy every day. Thanks to a generous donation
from Julian Doerr Mutter, all donations we receive by the
tax deadline (April 15th) will be matched dollar for dollar!
Please consider giving to the organization especially if
your time commitments make it impossible for you to lend
a hand. (more on page 5)
— continued pg. 2, col. 1



MEET THE NEIGHBORS
UPDATE

Thank you to Cutter’s for another wonderful event. Come
meet your neighbors and socialize with your fellow
Marigny residents at our Meet Your Neighbors night.  This
is the second year for this monthly social event and it
keeps getting better. Our next installment will be on
March 11th at Schiro’s (2483 Royal - corner of Royal and
St. Roch), from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Stop by and enjoy your neighborhood and neighbors!

Next Locations: April 8 at JohnPaul’s
May 13 at Hooka Cafe

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812 Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org2

PLEASE NOTE: Call the Quality of Life Officer for the
8th District, Roger Jones, 201-1520, and the Quality of
Life Officer for the 5th District, Spencer Smith, 658-6557
for urgent complaints about noise or other nuisance
issues.

Non-violent crime should be reported to 821-2222 and
emergencies to 911. 

FYI

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued from page 1, column 2

We are moving forward searching for funding to renovate
Washington Square Park. I cannot thank enough all those
who help maintain the park by picking up and removing the
trash. Pat & Bob Steltz, Jason and Sebastian Patterson,
Rick Fifield, Jim & Leigh Crawford and the other unknown
helpers. Thank you for keeping our park clean. In addition
to them we could not do it without the generous support of
United Hardware (Not Ace!  Sorry, Dan) who donates the
trash bags we use for the trash receptacles.

We are again collecting donations for our Save Our Trees
program to spray the trees this spring for buckmoth cater-
pillars and to fertilize them. This is another way to keep
your hard earned money where it is needed most. In the
neighborhood! (more page 6)

An Easter parade? You bet. The St. Claude Avenue Main
Street program, which is sponsoring the Good Children
Carnival Club who will be putting on the parade, wants to
bring more awareness about the Main Street program and
our commercial corridor to get people thinking about St.
Claude as a place to shop. What better way to do that then
to have a parade? (see page 3 for more information).

Spring is pushing its way through and soon we will be
enjoying the wonderful warm weather and all the festivals
that piggy back on it. It is a great time to enjoy the neigh-
borhood, our beautiful park and the city in general. I hope
to see you out enjoying New Orleans and I hope you get
involved to help us make the Marigny a great place to live,
work and play.

Bait & Switch:
The Riverfront Being

SOLD to the Highest

Bidder

By Chris Costello

Here we are again defending our position that the Riverfront
belongs to the PEOPLE and that the river should be used for
public access and not be sold to the highest bidder for private
use. I had to reiterate this message to the City Planning
Commission who was considering the property transfer of the
Mandeville Street Wharf to the New Orleans Building
Corporation. We are thrilled at the opportunity to develop the
riverfront. Our only request was that they put in a
proviso that whatever future use of the land/wharf would be
solely for public access, use and enjoyment of the river. Rather
selfish, huh?

This was prompted by the latest bait and switch from
Reinventing the Crescent which was to take the Mandeville
Street Wharf, where in all previous slides was to be used as a
multiuse public outdoor space, and turn it into an outdoor night-
club “like the Warehouse in the 1970s" as quoted by Sean
Cummings.

So if this is true then the Mandeville Street Wharf will be sold to
a private entity that only allows people up there to enjoy the
river if they pay a cover charge and listen to loud music. If I am
wrong please forgive me. It is hard to know what is really going
on with the riverfront because it is not an open, transparent
process. It is controlled by a few that apparently feel selling it to
the highest bidder is its best use.

It seems unfathomable to me, that we would accept anything
less than a successful waterfront redevelopment, such as the
one in Chicago. The truth is, we won’t…but unless our elected
officials see what is going on and stop the games, we will lose
our riverfront to greed.

I would ask that Reinventing the Crescent remember what they
told us in the beginning and what we all signed on to: opening
the riverfront for PUBLIC access. 

x
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By Robyn Blanpied, Manger

St. Claude Avenue Main Street’s Good Children Carnival
Club celebrated their inaugural ball at the Hi Ho lounge
on January 11th. Music, a costume contest and a king
cake made for a festive start for the new Club's
venture into bringing parading back to St. Claude.

The short Carnival season prevented them from march-
ing before Mardi Gras, but they are planning an Easter
parade down St. Claude Avenue. Membership in the club
(individual, family, organization and business) is available
now, but the deadline for sponsoring the parade (with all
that great advertising) is approaching rapidly. Interested
sponsors and members can contact Miss Kathy at the
www.goodchildrencarnivalclub.org web site, or call the
St. Claude Avenue Main Street office.

St. Claude Avenue Main Street continues to recruit
local merchants, business owners and landlords for its
Board of Directors, Committee members and volunteers.
The Main Street's Four-Point Plan™ for revitalizing
commercial corridors uses design, organization,
economic restructuring and promotion to make our area
a sustainable place to work, shop and live. We are
particularly in need of people who can help us research
properties, build databases and publicize meetings and
activities. If you are interested, please call me at
616-7637.

I attended the Louisiana Main Street quarterly training in
Ponchatoula and brought back great information on state
programs to help small businesses finance training and
build their businesses. I am working with the North
Rampart Main Street program to bring representatives to
town for a seminar on how to access State help.

Efforts to expand and diversify the involvement of people
in St. Claude Avenue Main Street will take a step forward
at the next meeting, which is next Thursday, February 21
at 12 noon, at the Marigny Theater (home of Cowpoke’s,
2240 St. Claude Avenue). For more information about
the program, or to volunteer, call 616-7637.

If you are interested in becoming involved, please contact
Robyn Blanpied at robyn@stclaudemainstreet.org, 
(504) 616 7637, and visit the website for more info:
w w w. s t c l a u d e m a i n s t r e e t . o r g .

x

NO MORE BLIGHT
Our hard work has paid off. The
Historic Districts Landmark
Commission (HDLC) will be pre-
senting to the City’s Adjudication
Committee one of our blighted
properties.  The property is located
at 2520 Dauphine (corner of
Dauphine and Franklin) and is
owned by James Thorrick.

The meeting will be held on
February 20th starting 11:00 in the
Environmental Health Office locat-
ed on the 8th floor of City Hall. It is important that near
neighbors and residents show up to the meeting to let the
Adjudication Committee know that they do not condone owners
who do not take care of their property. Please make every effort
to attend or send a letter to:

Wesley Taylor
Chief of Environmental Health
1300 Perdido Street, Suite 8E18
New Orleans, LA 70112

We are keeping a running list of properties so if you know of a
property that has visible damage and/or is vacant; please let us
know so we may add them to the list. You can e-mail us at
blight@faubourgmarigny.org with the address of the property, or
call us at 888-321-0812 with the same information.

We all want to live in a safe and healthy neighborhood. We are
asking these neighbors to help us in rebuilding our neighbor-
hood and City by taking care of their own property.

IT’S UNANIMOUS! MARIGNY LEADS
BY EXAMPLE

At our January meeting the members voted unanimously to
accept the bylaws additions that codified our Conflict of Interest
Policy. The organization adopted the Conflict of Interest policy
which requires Board Members to recuse themselves from
issues that they have a personal interest or stake in. This is a
great step in transparency for the organization and will protect
the organization from ill intentioned members who might use the
Board to further their own agenda.

The two additions require the organization to perform a yearly
audit of the year’s issues to insure the policy is enforced and
publicize the results in the newsletter.

Our goal is to be transparent in all aspects of the organization’s
functions so we can all work together knowing we are all on the
same page moving our organization, neighborhood and city for-
ward. We hope other organizations follow suit.
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Annual Spring Home Tour &
Art Market Planning Meeting

Our Spring Home Tour is a few months away but we are
starting to plan for another successful event. Our first
meeting will be Wednesday, February 20th at 7 pm at the
home of Reg & Ron (2119 Decatur). If you are interested
in helping out please stop by.

We are in the process of locating homes and gardens. If
you or someone you know would be interested in open-
ing their home or garden please contact Reg Medellin at
(504) 940-4042.

x

TAKE TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES
Over the last two years we have had to work together to rebuild
the city we love. Each of us in our way has contributed to the
rebuilding effort and as we move forward as a city and
organization each us will be called upon again to help out. An
important part for our organization is having the means to carry
out our charge. It is very important that each of us renew our
membership so we have the financial support to improve our
neighborhood.

Thank you to those that have paid their dues. For those who
have not had the opportunity to send in their dues, please take
a moment to do so. Now, more than ever, we need our dues
to help us move forward and lead the way to a better
New Orleans.

To renew simply cut out your mailing label, make any
corrections to your name or address, write a contact telephone
number and email address (or email addresses if you have a
household membership) and return it to us with your dues by
one of the methods below.

The 2008 dues rates are the same as last year which are:

Individual - $15, Individual Senior (65+) - $5
Household (2+ individuals) - $20,
Senior Household (2+ seniors) - $10
Business - $25

You can mail your renewal to our post office box, drop it off in
the mail slot at 2408 Chartres Street, 2817 Burgundy or 2101
Burgundy #1 or bring it to a general meeting.  (The next one is
2/18.)

Thank you for continuing your membership and helping us
make the Marigny a great place to live, work and play.

Playground PROGRESS —
We are getting closer to a renovated playground. If you
have not seen, the playground has been fenced for safe-
ty and we are in the middle of the 2nd stage of the reno-
vation.

For those that do not know the renovation will happen in
3 stages. The 1st stage is the current playground equip-
ment will be dismantled and the removable parts taken
away to be sandblasted and repainted. The 2nd stage
involves sandblasting, priming, and repainting the posts
and once the posts are dry, the playground surface will be
pressure washed. The 3rd and final stage is to bring back
the parts both new and re-used to reassemble the equip-
ment.

The contractor plans to reassemble the equipment in the
next week so our newly renovated playground is just
around the corner.

We will be maintaining the fund to provide future repairs
and maintenance for the equipment. Donations should be
made out to FMIA with Playground in the memo field and
send to:

FMIA
PO Box 770080

New Orleans LA 70177.

Thank you to the following donors to the Washington
Square Park Playground Equipment Fund:

Malcolm Willison, Wilson Bourg Lumber, Ravi
Vadlamundi, Linda Swindle, Lisa Shattuck, Bettina
Reutter, Sadie Gentry, David Pirner, John & Angele
Crawford, Kim Pedersen & Ray Ruiz, Calvin Rice & Heidi
Lee, Koch & Wilson Architects, Castle Rock Pavers,
Bywater Woodworks, Dan & Karen Rabin, Dorian
Bennett, Paul Hennes TV & Stereo, Russ & Angela Carll,
Electric Ladyland Tattoo, American Aquatic Gardens,
Monaghan Enterprises, Blankenhorn Photography,
Mona's Cafe, Deveney Communication, St. Paul
Lutheran Church, and Scott Agies.

The Magical Misery Tour Rolls

A hearty congratulations to Krewe Du
Vieux 2008 for their wild and crazy

parade. This year’s theme, Magical Misery Tour, did not
disappoint with sub themes like New Orleans Under the
Gun, waSDTed Services and Vitter’s Family Values Meal:
When One Wendy is not Enough. Thank you to Parade
Captain Kelly Griggs for the great job of organizing this
year’s event and to Susan Gibeault for all her help in
addressing our concerns. Until next year!



Orchids
To Brian, for all the input on QuickBooks.

To Chris, for helping with computer problems.

To Officer Jones, for meeting with 90% of the
businesses on Frenchmen Street and talking to
residents regarding the problems.

ONIONS
To club owners that open doors on Frenchmen St.
that FLOOD the neighborhood with noise.

For illegal use of signage

Board Meeting: February 13, 2008 FMIA Meeting: February 18, 2008 5

C O O P E R ATIVE NAT U R A L F O O D S
STORE IN THE MARIGNY
By Anne Sobol

We are in the process of organizing the plan to open a
cooperative natural foods store in the Healing Center
slated for the Universal Furniture building at St. Claude
and St. Roch. But this is going to require the concerted
effort of many, many people.

Food co-ops are owned and operated by their members.
The money to open a storefront grocery is raised first by
enrolling founding members who contribute some of the
necessary funds. Once the member equity is in place,
loans can be sought from local banks and from the
National Co-operative Bank in Washington, D.C.  In our
case, public funding may be available for redevelopment
of the St. Claude corridor.

At present, the New Orleans Food Community, Inc.
(NOFC), the group working to open a food co-op, has 72
members. We are looking to sign up several hundred
members by April or May and are looking for people to
help us recruit members. If you can help please let us
know.  Founding memberships are $100 and may be paid
for in installments.  People on limited budgets may join
for $25, also payable in installments.

While we are in the process of making plans for our
cooperative natural foods store, NOFC currently
operates a monthly buying club through which
members place on-line orders which are then
delivered by a natural foods wholesaler from
Arkansas. Considering joining if only to get
wholesome, natural foods now.

The future looks positive, but really it’s in the hands of the
community whether the storefront gets opened. We all
need to take a collective leap of faith, and make this hap-
pen. If there aren’t enough people who step up to make
it happen, there will be no cooperative store.  It’s up to us.

If you want to join, download a membership application
from our website at www.nolafoodcoop.org, look for a
food co-op brochure distributed in many places
throughout the City, or call John Calhoun at 914-6936.

LOOKING FOR
GRANTS

Now that have our 501(c)3 we have
the opportunity to apply for grants.
What’s out there? How do we apply?

These are questions that we need to find out. Interested in lend-
ing a hand? Drop us a line.

Help Us Raise $20,000 for Projects
in Our Neighborhood

$20,000? That’s a lot of money. Yes it is but luckily we only have
to raise $10,000 thanks to a very generous matching gift from
Julian Doerr Mutter.  How does it work? It is easy. For every dol-
lar donated to the organization Julian will match it dollar for dol-
lar up to $10,000. Thank you Julian!
What’s even better is that now that we have our 501(c)3 status
from the Federal Government your donation is 100% tax
deductible! Any and all donations are appreciated and accept-
ed but to make it easier and to recognize different levels of
donations we have come up with the following levels:

$1000+ Friends of Bernard
$500 - $999 Friends of Mandeville
$250 - $499 Friends of Elysian Fields
$100 - $249 Friends of Frenchmen
$50 - $99 Friends of the Marigny

One of our first projects will be the renovation of Washington
Square Park. Help us make it a reality. Donations should be
made payable to FMIA and sent to PO BOX 700880, New
Orleans LA 70177.

 



Save Our Trees!
The Friends of Washington Square Park instituted a
Save Our Trees program after Katrina to help the oaks in
Washington Square Park recover from damage they
suffered from the storm and rid them of the buckmoth
caterpillars that eat their precious leaves they need to
help make them healthy again. With over 40 trees in our
park, the cost for spraying which includes fertilizing them
to keep them healthy is expensive but what they give
back in cool shade and beauty is well worth it. 

Last year we successfully raised the
funds to spray the beautiful trees in
Washington Square Park which
allowed everyone to enjoy the park all
spring long without fear of being stung

by the caterpillars. We know they are
coming and a meeting with Parks &

Parkways confirms that they will be here earlier than nor-
mal. In anticipation to their sooner than expected visit we
are starting the fund drive to raise the money to spray the
trees.

We are asking people to either adopt a tree by donating
the money to pay for the yearly buckmoth spraying and
fertilizing or make a donation towards the spraying and
fertilization of a tree. The cost is $55 per tree, $30 for half
a tree.  

Please send a check made payable to FMIA with "Save
Our Trees" in the memo. Send to:

FMIA, Save Our Trees
P.O. Box 770080

New Orleans, LA 70177

Remember, you donation is 100% tax deductible!

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812 Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org6

SILENCEISVIOLENCE

x
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Thanks to our advertisers, the information for our association is more readily
available and for more households. Support our advertisers!
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The citizens of Louisiana and Governor Jindal have made
Ethics Reform a priority. Our elected officials, however,
will decide whether ethics reform actually happens.
We must impress on them how important this is to the
rebuilding process and our future as a city.

Our State legislators have started their special session on
ethics reform. We must stand united and let our elected
representatives know we want them to support this effort.

Please take a moment to ask your representatives to
support the concept of the Governor’s ethics package of
reform bills. Their contact information is below.

Representative J.P. Morrell, District 97
Email:  larep097@legis.state.la.us
Office Phone:  504 284-4794
Office Fax:  504 284-4796

Representative Juan LaFonta, District 96
Email:  larep096@legis.state.la.us
Office Phone:  (504)288-4911

Senator Ed Murray, District 4
Email:  toniced@yahoo.com
Office Phone:  504-945-0042
Office Fax:  504-942-5968

Senator Derrick Sheppard, District 3
Email:  websen@legis.state.la.us
Office Phone:  504-371-0263
Office Fax:  504-371-0265

Contact information for all other elected officials may be
found at the Secretary of State’s website,
www400.sos.louisiana.gov/coming.htm 

For additional information on the Ethics Session go to
www.legis.state.la.us 

What do we want? Ethics Reform When do we want it? NOW!

Let your voice
be heard!
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Thursday, February 07, 2008
Forty Days of Lent

Yours Truly in a Swamp
by Leonard Earl Johnson

Reprinted from Les Amis de Marigny, New Orleans, February 2004

"Ain't nothing in the world time and money won't cure."
~ The late Ernie K-Doe, New Orleans Musician and Emperor of The World

* * *
(Lent 2004)
On Ash Wednesday, all over Louisiana, Carnival lifted its joyous mantle leaving Lent's ashen smudge in its place. At New
Orleans' Saint Louis Cathedral, business suits stood cheek-by-jowl with crimson capes and smeared-lipstick ladies waiting
for the priests to put the Sign of The Cross on their foreheads, with a thumb dipped in the ashes of last year's Palm Sunday
palms.

Outside a soft rain washed The City.

I have many doubts about theological things but none whatsoever about this ceremony.

To ashes we shall return.

Lent is the strangest holiday in all the Christian calendar. Also the longest. Should you need reason to be suspicious of reli-
gion's political power consider that fact.

Carnival's joyous length shortens. Lent's never does.
Calculation of Carnival's ever-changing length depends on the ever-changing date for Easter Sunday. Lent is always forty
days preceding Easter. Carnival is the season from Twelfth Night after Christmas (January 6, when the Magi came to the
baby Jesus with their offerings of incense, myrrh, beads, and King Cake) to Ash Wednesday.

Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) is the last day of Carnival. Next day is Ash Wednesday, first day of Lent.

The Catholic Calendar, by which we measure all this, is not too accurate. The date of Easter changes with the moon. It is
calculated (or miscalculated) to foretell Spring with measurements embedded with faith in suffering and suspicion of
pleasure. Carnival 2008, will be on February 5, more than three weeks less than this year's (2004).

Suffering is not to be monkeyed with in theological calculations. Carnival's pleasures, however, are reducible things by God
(or His agents with their inaccurate stopwatches).

Lenten fasting repairs Winter's damage and Carnival's excess, and prepares the believer for Spring's rebirth. Like the jazz
man says, "Blow the roof off the sucker . . ."

It is a good Lent we are having this year, with sunny mornings and a warm place in the kitchen to read the papers and sip
coffee.

The live oaks outside my dormer windows are Baby Dome green.

Live oaks don't dump their leaves till Spring's new buds arrive (as followers of JFK conspiracies know). Then they change
from old dark green to young soft green almost overnight. Today soft green rules Big Swamp City, and old alligators lie on
the banks in whatever sun we can find.
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A New Season of
Programs

Showcasing
the Creative Talent

from our
Neighborhood

Alvar Library • 903 Alvar Street
Time: 7 - 9 PM  

A reception follows each program

Alvar Art Night is funded by the NOPL Foundation and the
Bywater Neighborhood Association contributors.

Tuesday, March 18th • 7 - 9 P.M.

PROGRAM: Noted poet and author Lee Grue will read selec-
tions from her numerous works.  She will be joined by poet,
singer/songwriter, columnist, painter and voice teacher, Delia
Nakayama, who will read and hopefully grace us with a song or
two.

Upcoming in April or May:  S. Frederick Starr, Chairman of the
Central Asia-Caucasas Institute and professor at Johns
Hopkins University, noted writer, musician and owner of the his-
toric Lombard Plantation in the Bywater.

Presents:

GOOD DIRT - Building it and
keeping it alive!
With Anne Baker
February 23,  10:30 -12:30
@Sundone micro farm/Gentilly
— St Denis and Havana

POST HARVEST HANDLING
Or "How to get your produce to market looking good"
Trainers to be determined
March 30, 10:30 - 12:30 @ Gathering Tree micro farm/ Xavier
triangle — 1020  S. Telemachus

GARDEN TOOL MAINTENANCE
Shovels, Hoes, Pruners, and beyond
With Anne Baker
April 19, 10:30-12:30 @ Laurentine Ernst Community Garden/
Holy Cross — Chartres and Forstall 

DISEASE AND PEST CONTROL WITHOUT CHEMICALS
With Anne Baker
May 17, 10:30-12:30 @ Sundone micro farm/Gentilly— St
Denis and Havana

GET GROWING: Sustainable growing for the market gardener
June 28

Reservations or questions  (504) 864-2009 or info@noffn.org
All trainings • $3.00

If transportation is a problem please give us a call

x
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MEETINGS

FMIA General and Board Meetings are open to the public.
Committees and committee meetings are also open to anyone
who is interested or would like to help.

BOARD MEETINGS are the 1st Wednesday of each month at
6:30 PM. Location TBA (see www.faubourgmarigny.org)

GENERAL MEETINGS are the 3rd Monday of each month and
begin with a potluck at 6:30 PM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
2624 Burgundy Street. The meeting starts at 7:15 PM. (There
are NO general meetings in July and December.)

ADS AND ARTICLES
Ads and articles for the monthly newsletters are due by the
Friday following the Board Meeting.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS NEWSLETTER..
Member rates listed below are “per month” charges and
dependent on the number of times you place an advertisement.
Non-members pay an extra $3 per month.

Size 3 - 10 Times/yr. 1 - 2 Times/yr.
Full Page $90 $110
Half Page $45 $55
Quarter Page $30 $40
Back Quarter Page $45 $55
Business Card $18 $25

If we can be of any assistance with your ad, please send a
request for info to the website at www.faubourgmarigny.org. We
will handle your request as quickly as possible.

Mardi Gras Zone Applies for
Zoning Change

The Mardi Gras Zone located at 2607 Royal Street has applied
for a zoning change from Historic Marigny Residential 3 to
Historic Marigny Commercial 1. They are requesting this zon-
ing change to allow them to apply for a package liquor license
to sell packaged hard alcohol, beer and wine. The Mardi Gras
Zone currently sells Mardi Gras beads and supplies, grocery
items, has a deli, and operates 24 hours a day.

The organization has opposed their application for a liquor
license as the business does not meet the criteria as outlined
by the State. Specifically, it is not zoned for liquor sales and it
is in close proximity to two schools and a church. As an organ-
ization we cannot support applications that break the law.

The Board is seeking guidance on this issue from the
membership and residents, especially those that live close to
the business and will be affected the most by a 24 hour liquor
outlet.

If you approve of or oppose this zoning change we ask that you
write a letter to the City Planning Commissioner stating your
preference. You should send your letter to:

Brenda Cho
Director of City Planning
1300 Perdido Street, Suite 9W03
New Orleans, LA 70112

Or you can send via email at: bjcho@cityofno.com.

We ask that you please send a copy of your letter to the neigh-
borhood association so we can keep a record of the letters sub-
mitted from our neighborhood residents. Please either mail a
copy to:

PO Box 770080, New Orleans LA 70177 or send it via email to
info@faubrougmarigny.org

NICKEL-A-DANCE
EVERY SUNDAY IN MARCH, 4-7 PM

508 FRENCHMEN STREET
FREE ADMISSION, CHILDREN WELCOME

MARCH 2 - DETROIT BROOKS' SYNCOPATED
PERCOLATORS, WITH JUANITA BROOKS

MARCH 9 - TREME JAZZ BAND
MARCH 16 - CHARLIE MILLER'S BIF BAM BOOM

JAZZ BAND
MARCH 23 - MARI WATANABE'S CHOSEN FEW

JAZZ BAND
MARCH 30 - LIONEL FERBOS & THE PALM COURT

JAZZ BAND

GET OUT YA' DANCIN' SHOES
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FMIA BOARD MEETING AGENDA
January 9, 2008

Approvals by email –
1. None

OLD BUSINESS (Active)
A. Approval of minutes from 12/12 Board Meeting – By

Consensus
B. Projects –

a. Mandeville Fire Station – No Status
b. 1017 Touro (Friendly Touch Bar) No Status
c. Mardi Gras Zone Rezoning; Benny, (Benny-Naghi: 504-

957-8372) , Masha, and residents attended the Board
Meeting to hear what each has to say.

Benny said, “I come in front of the Board to give us a ‘bless-
ing’ for the alcohol license so I can sell package liquor right now.
The hours of the market – 24 hrs daily 7 days of wk - closed
Yom Kippur. There are a lot of other projects I want to do and
there is potential space for expansion. The issue of the vent
from the deli is over the street and no one approached him.
They applied for the proper licenses right after the hurricane.” 

Chris: One issue is building doesn’t have a commercial zon-
ing. It is Historic Marigny Residential 3 - The State won’t give
you an alcohol permit if you are not zoned commercial. Other
issues 1) State level – criteria to meet, background check 2)
proximity to schools and churches –St. Paul and NOCCA. The
F M I A cannot support an application that breaks the law.

Q u e s t i o n s: Does the current zoning allow for a
grocery/restaurant? HMR 3 is a higher level of residential and
does not allow commercial. They can't change from a Mardi
Gras Bead Wholesale Warehouse to grocery/restaurant 24/7
without addressing the non conforming use. This is because
warehouse sales and retail grocery store are different items in
the zoning ordinance. Therefore it is not legal.   

Resident: Selling alcohol does not enhance our residential
neighborhood. There are 5 bars down the street, relatively quiet
and closed down relatively early. This could draw an undesir-
able type of people.

Benny: A 24hr. store, why not go out and shop without so
many people. Also, when he moved to the neighborhood it was
so horrible and now it is the safest block in the entire neighbor-
hood. 

Margaret Marks - After the storm it was helpful but it has
changed my life. I have not gotten used to being awakened at
night and all the other hassles like trash. My house has been hit
twice and my car 3 times by drunk drivers. With a 24 hr alcohol
outlet there will be more drunken drivers. I do agree that having
people on the street can make me feel safer.

Marie Erickson: Second the Maggie – almost directly across
the street from Mardi Gras Zone. She considers it a trade-off.
Also people hang out because they have chairs and tables on
the sidewalk. Purchasing alcohol will increase people.

G e n e: Business started without checking on zoning.
Marigny is a nice neighborhood and we have been working on
it for a long time. We are residential neighborhood. Stats to
check are package liquor sales and crime for example the store
on Dauphine and Esplanade Ave – always had problem –they
changed their hrs. Brian and Deborah live across the street
from the “John” and two restaurants. There is trash everywhere.
It also causes other problems with quality of life issues.  

Masha: The area is limited to by land and the land is by the
river which is like Manhattan. It is an island and will be commer-

cial. Everyone has to share and it makes money for the city.
MOTION: Chris – Send a letter in opposition for the reasons of
zoning and proximity to church and school Second: Deborah
VOTE Unanimous 
C. Releaf Marigny – No Status
D. Meet The Neighbors –.This is a great position for a non
board member. Need someone to set up the Meet the
Neighbors social event every second Tuesday of each month. 
E. Playground Equipment – no Status
F. 501(c) 3 Status. FMIA is a 501(c) 3. Letterhead will include
501(c) 3 status since 1973. 
G. Visibility of Marigny: Banners –$55 with hardware. $75
without. Stephen and Deborah gave ideas regarding the design:
web address, Creole house, An unique place to live work play
since 1805, and historic Faubourg Marigny.
H. Historic Markers –Gary got a quote with $850 and Chris
went around with a licensed contractor who is working up a
quote around $300.00. There are three locations Esplanade,
North Rampart  and Franklin.
I. Blighted/Vacant Property – Rick and Brian doubled checked
the list from Howard. Chris has updated the letters which will be
sent to the owners and the appropriate city agencies.
J. Issues:

a. 525 Frenchmen – A letter will be sent to the State follow-
ing their guidelines for opposition. This is a zoning issue.

b. 2705-7 Decatur - Chris spoke with Benny who said he is
working on repairing the house.

c. 2706 Royal – No Status
K. Insurance Policy – Quotes from a place in CA and research-
ing other options. FMIA is looking for insurance which will
include the board members and events. 
L. Office Space – 511 Marigny  Stephen talked to Julian and
Chris asked if he has office space. Place to have meetings and
house all the materials from the association. Another possibility
is 626 St. Roch.  MOTION: Chris will ask Marshall to make a
proposal regarding 626 St.Roch  Second: Brian Vote:  YES 
M. T-shirts / Mugs – Status -  mugs are selling at the Cake Café
and Marigny Perks  T-shirts: Chris has ordered.
N. Yearly Agenda – There will be a meeting for those who are
interested in working on this.

OLD BUSINESS (In-active)
A. Riverfront Alliance – No Status
B. Bellsouth and the Digital Loop Carriers, 2601 Burgundy –
No new information
C. Issues:

a. 2100 Burgundy (Fred Morgan)
D. Projects:

801 Frenchmen No Status
839 Elysian Fields – Status? Project on Hold per owner

NEW BUSINESS
A. Next Board Meeting 6:30 February 13, 2008 @ Gene’s
B. Fundraising: Now since we have our 501(c)3 status, we dis-
cussed the need to have objectives for fundraising. Ideas dis-
cussed : a fundraising drive, matching funds, and incentives to
have a revenue stream.
C. Issues: None
D. Projects:

Holy Trinity – Conditional Use for Recording Studio –
Douglas Welsh  dwelsh@kravitzdesign.com, Sam Richards
srichard3@tulane.edu
Eric Wilkerson, Eric Wilkinson  eric@fqr.com and Norine
Schmidt  nschmid1@tulane.edu. attended our Board
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FMIA GENERAL MEETING
January 21, 2008

Chris welcomed everyone at 7:15pm.  

1. Caroling -  It was a great success.   Thank you to Kellye
Deel is our Caroling Queen for putting on such a great
event. A huge thank you to Bill Whiting and all the others
who helped setup and staff the Caroling event. 

2. 501(c)3 Non profit Status - Thank you to Robert Rachal
for all his help in attaining this status. We have been grant-
ed non-profit back to our founding in 1972.  All donations are
now tax deductible.  Thank you to Ron Petty for being our
transitional treasurer and Brian Frye is our treasurer who is
diligently entered all info into Quick Books. We are looking
for help with accounting. If you can help please let us know.

3. Save Our Trees for Washington Square Park – Because
the trees were in bad condition after the storm, FMIA’s Save
Our Trees sprayed and fertilized all the trees in the park.
The warm weather has the potential to bring out the buck-
moth caterpillars early.  We are starting our fund drive for
our 2008 spraying.  Please consider making a donation to
help our trees.  

4 Playground - All removable equipment has been taken
down to create a newly renovated playground for the kids
and the city. FMIA raised $12,000 and still needs more help
to complete the renovation such as the padding on the play-
ground which will need to be replaced.  Consider making a
donation.

5. New Orleans Food Coop – Ann Sobol    Contact informa-
tion:John Calhoun  504-914-6936  and/or info@nolafood-
coop.org. To be housed at Universal Furniture on St.
Claudeand St Roch.   Pres Kabacoff is trying to improve our
front door in the Marigny. They see the Coop as an anchor
for the Healing Center at Universal Furniture.  It is a pioneer-
ing effort. 

6. New T-Shirts - $10 New colors with popular Marigny logo.
New colors are green, black, blue, tan, red.   All sizes includ-
ing XXL.  Have new mugs (cappuccino and regular) with
popular Marigny logo are for sale for $5.00.  GREAT pres-
ents.

7. Blight in the neighborhood – Howard is documenting
every house with photographs.  Rick and Brian doubled
checked the list.  The City has a Complaint Form and the
more complaints they get the higher priority. All the data will
go to HDLC and the appropriate City Agencies, as well as
the City Attorney.

8. Feb 12  Meet the Neighbors will be Cutter’s  6:30 pm.

9. By-laws - Addition to Article 10.  As part of our growth as
an organization we added a Conflict Interest Policy which
states that if any Board Member if has a personal stake in a
situation needs to remove themselves for the discussion. To
ensure it is followed we are adding amendments to the
bylaws to create a committee that reviews cases yearly.
MOTION: Gene moves to accept Article 10  and Gretchen
seconds  Vote:  Unanimous

10. Voting Location moves back to neighborhood.  Those that

Meeting. They discussed 721 St. Ferdinand. Doug Welch
said,” Lenny Kravitz wants to have a one of a kind record-
ing studio which uses vintage sound board (belonged to the
Beatles). He mentioned other ideas to include some educa-
tion possibly for NOCCA and teaching. He said he is basi-
cally putting the idea out to the FMIA and needs to know the
process.
General questions: Concerns: parking, green space, usage,
any residential usage, zoning, and density.
Specific Questions and answers:
Chris: how many square feet? – 5000 to  6000 square feet.
and does the interior of the building stay the same?
Doug: Yes and he also mentioned the inclusion of a cultural
center for music but not a venue. Not to have a lot of uses
because it is an unique experience  Lenny would preserve
the space. 
Gene: Sound is not an issue because it is a controlled
environment. The church is incrediablly important architec-
turally and the integrity of the space is important.
Doug: The Contract depends on the zoning
Gene: It is a corner spot, zoned HMR3 which is most restric-
tive and really historic.
Marshall: Will they be significant modification of the build-
ing?
Doug: NO , there is a major amount of renovation needed
and money.
Maggie: As a neighbor she would be overjoyed to save the
building as it appears now.
Margaret: Lazarus House is a neighbor and must respect
the welfare of the people residing in the house.
Julian: Music has been in the Church since it was built with
people and the current version is having secular making of
music.  

E. Go through committee reports:
Treasurer – Brian –Claps to Brian - input the numerous
transactions on Quick Books since 2002 and opened an
ING account. Brian, Chris, Reg are on the record. 

F. Black shirt for the Board that has a pocket. MOTION: Chris
The Board will get one black shirt with a pocket which will be
embroidered with our logo. Second: Reg  VOTE: Unanimous

G: RHI -Responsibility Hospitality Institute French Quarter –
Marigny Historic District met to bring the stakeholders
together to look at the economy and stats. There will be
some roundtables with the group.  

H. Speaker Bureau -  VP is the Chairperson , REG, and he
suggested to have this in the job description of the duty of
the Vice President. Councilman James Carter is scheduled
for the General Meeting January 21, 2008. Please give your
suggestions for speakers to Reg  

I. NonPac Meetings - 5th District John Luckett  notes  8th
District – notes for the newsletter.

K. Checking the Post Office  Brian and Leigh will check the mail
at the Post Office. 

Newsletter –
Orchids Brian for all the input on Quick Books; Chris for help-

ing with computer problems; Officer Jones for meet-
ing with 90% of the businesses on Frenchmen St.
and talking to residents regarding the problems.  

Onions – The noise from open doors on Frenchmen St.
Illegal usage of signage
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were voting at the Arts Street location now will be voting at
St. Paul Lutheran. Thanks again to John ,  Dan ,and Diane.

11. New to the meeting welcome  Benny,  Masha  and Eric of
Mardi Gras Zone  and  Robyn who lives in the new Marigny.

12. Membership -  Dues are good from January to Dec 2008 -
Please pay your membership.  FMIA wants to increase
membership.  Please pick up a few invitations to give to
your neighbors and let them know about FMIA.     

13. Krewe du Vieux parade was January 19th with a route
change.   Feedback and Suggestions:
1)  Too fast  -  2)  like the new route   3)  the mess -  need
to think about this for example in the FQ the sweepers came
right behind the parade and we need Metro to clean up  4)
have the parade more in the Marigny and Bywater

14. Mardi Gras Zone has applied for a package Liquor license
Benny and Masha came to a Board meeting to discuss hav-
ing package liquor. Some immediate neighbors also came
to express their concerns. Mardi Gras Zone is not zoned to
be a grocery. It is zoned HMR2. The building was a low
impact bead wholesale warehouse and it has become a
grocery and a deli. Safety and Permits do not have any per-
mits on this property. The Board wants zoning enforcement
and not 24/7 package liquor sales.
A Resident: I live across the street and have not had any
decent sleep. They have no permits and a big vat with
grease.  
ERIC from Mardi Gras Zone said, “Go to City Hall and every
permit has been misplaced. They paid the fee and get your
fee and misplace the permits.  
Chris: They applied for a zoning change which is 120 days.
There will be meetings. There is a process.  
Gretchen: Apply for a permit (occupational license) does not
entitle you to do what you want to do – you need to go
through the process.
Benny: Called the State Health Department and said he
would  like to put a kitchen in. They sent someone there,
gentlemen from Dept of Health and he said, " You have a
license to operate a Deli.” 
Joe:  Ask, how did the Board formed an opinion? 
Chris: The Board made a decision that was based on zon-
ing. We really need CODE ENFORCEMENT.
Gary: What is the next step?  Will be a zoning hearing?
Contact the State ACT and contact local ABO Board and
FMIA and all City Council.  We can oppose but it has to fit
within the laws.  Now is the time to contact those who make
decisions.  
Chris: They are applying for a liquor license with the state
and they have to meet requirements from the State.  They
also need a permit from the City.  Both have requirements.  
Diane: Since James Carter did not show up he should be
informed on this issue?
Maggie: I live across the street and have not had a good
night sleep. He is fulfilling a community need but the addi-
tion of 24 hr liquor is switching the whole balance.
Dan: Apples and Oranges but how they feel – It is all about
enforcement.

15. HOME TOUR – spring home tour .  Houses and volunteers
are needed, please contact Reg Medellion.  

Adjourned at 8:16pm
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Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association. Content, editorials
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the offi-
cial views of the FMIA, its Board or its members.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny a re copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter (including
photographs and original artwork) must be obtained
from the editor and/or byline columnist. 

The editor reserves the right to reject submissions includ-
ing editorial and advertising content. Send contributions
to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080, NOLA 70177 or
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.  

To advertise in the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.

General Meeting, Monday, 2/18

March General Meeting, Monday, 3/17

PAY YOUR DUES


