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It has been a busy month for the organization and lots of
good news.

2nd TUESDAY • 6:30 - 8:30 PM
3rd SATURDAY • 9 - 11 AM

Committee Meetings, 2nd
Wednesday of the month
6:00 - 7:30 PM
Board Meetings,
2nd Wednesday, 5:30 PM
4th Wednesday, 8:00 AM
Green Project
Marais and Press Streets

NO MEETINGS IN
DECEMBER

PRESIDENT’S REPORT — Chris Costello

The St. Claude Avenue Main Street hosted Chalk It Up to St.
Claude this past weekend. They had 14 artists participate in
the side walk chalk art contest and were honored to have
our own Councilman James Carter as one of the judges. It
was a great community event and helped raise awareness
of the program. Thank you to all those that participated.
(More on page 3)
Somewhere on the road from California to Louisiana there
are some of the parts to the playground equipment. How?
Who knows, but the missing parts have been reordered and
should be here in a couple weeks. Soon our youngest
residents will be able to enjoy safer, cleaner equipment to
play on. Thank you again all those who helped make this a
reality. (more on page 3)
Our 501(c)3 application has been submitted to the Federal
Government and begins its 3 month journey through the
exempt status process. It has been a long road to get to this
point and we could not have done it without Robert Rachal.
Thank you Robert for all your hard work in getting us here.
Once we are accepted we will start applying for grant

UPPER 9th WARD
GREEN MARKET
1 - 4 PM
Holy Angels Convent
3500 St. Claude
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Our 2nd Annual Walking Tour and Art market was a great
success. Participants enjoyed a beautiful fall day while they
walked through the neighborhood to learn about the history,
architecture and culture of the Marigny. In addition to the
tour, the park hosted an art market and live music for
everyone to enjoy. Thank you to all those that helped put
this event together make this such a success. (more on
page 5)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - continued from page 1, column 2

BYLAWS ADDITION

money to fund projects in our neighborhood. Have a project
in mind? (more on page 2)

At our October Board Meeting the Board discussed a
Conflict of Interest Policy that requires Board Members to
recuse themselves from issues that they have a
personal interest or stake in. This is a great step in
transparency for the organization and will protect the
organization from ill intentioned members who might use the
Board to further their own agenda. This also will help us with
obtaining our 501(c)3 status.

Our December installment of our Meet the Neighbors event
will be at DBA on 12/11. Come enjoy good conversation,
discuss current issues and enjoy a drink (alcoholic or not).
This is a great opportunity to meet interesting people and
get involved in the neighborhood. (more on page 2)
Our 23 Annual Caroling event is around the corner. Stop by
and enjoy hot apple cider, cookies and caroling by
candlelight. Thank you to our Caroling Queen Kellye Deel
for putting together a great event. Kellye is looking for some
elves to help her with the logistics. If you can help let us
know. (More on page 5)

The Board unanimously voted to adopt the policy and to
insure it is consistently implemented the Board voted to
amend the Bylaws to provide a yearly audit. Additions to
Article 10 are as follows:
2) A conflict of interest committee will be appointed by the
President at least two months prior to the September
membership meeting.
3) The organization shall be audited yearly by the Conflict of
Interest Review Committee.

The runoff elections are this Saturday, 11/17. Don’t forget to
vote in this upcoming election. Electing new leadership will
allow us to have a fresh set of eyes to look at our issues to
find new, innovative solutions. Besides voting yourself,
consider calling or emailing your friends to remind them to
vote. More information on how and where to vote on page
9.

The proposed amendments will be voted on at the General
Meeting on January 19, 2008.

501(c)3 Application Signed, Sealed and Delivered

As the calendar year ends so does our fiscal year. We are
asking members to pay their dues for 2008 before January
so we can reduce the amount of time we spend on
collecting dues as well as postage and funnel that into other
programs. Instructions on how to renew are on page 4.

Done. Yes, it is done. The application for our 501(c)3 status was
finalized last week and mailed to the Internal Revenue Service
on November 7. A big thank you to Robert Rachal and his firm,
Proskauer Rose for all their work and guidance during this
process.

This will be the last newsletter for the year and I wish
everyone a safe and happy holiday season.

Now that the application has been submitted we will need to
wait about three months before we hear from the Federal
Government.
Once we obtain our 501(c)3 status we will have the opportunity
to apply for grants to fund projects in our neighborhood. The
renovation of Washington Square Park is on our list. We need
your help in identifying other projects. If you have ideas, please
let us know.

MEET THE
NEIGHBORS
UPDATE
— Stephanie Pedro

Thank you again to Schiro’s for hosting our last Meet the
Neighbors event. For those that did not make it, Schiro’s
shared menu items from their soon to be opened Indian
restaurant. Thank you Schiros!
Our December event will be December 11 at DBA,
starting at 6:30 PM.
If you are more of a morning meet-and-greeter, then be
on the lookout for our next Saturday morning Meet the
Neighbors.
We are looking for someone to help organize these
events. If you are interested give us a call at 888-3120812.
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

Come Help Decorate the Park on 12/9 from Noon – 2 pm
Come Help Pick Up the Park on 12/10 from Noon – 2 pm
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ST. CLAUDE
MAIN STREET
REMEMBERS
NOVEMBER

PLAYGROUND RENOVATION
......................DELAYED

By Dee Boling
The Lieutenant Governor’s office heralds “Remember
November,” and the St. Claude Avenue Main Street
program certainly will! We participated in the State’s “Main to
Main” series of cultural events, all taking place in November,
with our first-ever “Chalk it Up to St. Claude” event! This
event focused on young artists, who designed creative works
of art in chalk in front of the Colton School. Younger kids
enjoyed activities designed specifically for them. All the participants
enjoyed the sounds of the Southern
Harmoneers and many concluded
the day with art openings at the
Farrington Gallery and Barrister’s
Gallery. We are already looking forward to a bigger and better event
next year!

The renovation of the playground has been delayed due to
missing parts that were lost during transit. The parts
company is fabricating the missing pieces which should take
them about 2 weeks. We are hoping that they will arrive by the
end of the month.
As you may already know, the renovation will happen in 3
stages. First, the current playground equipment will be
dismantled and taken away to be sandblasted and
repainted leaving only the posts behind. Second, the paint will
be removed from the posts, and they will be primed and
repainted. Once the posts are dry, the playground surface will
be pressure washed to prepare the area for the last stage. The
last stage is to bring back the repainted, reusable parts as well
as the new replacement parts and reassemble the equipment.
This whole process should take about 2 weeks barring any bad
weather and/or unforeseen issues. (like missing parts!) We
appreciate everyone’s patience as we go through this process.

We hope that YOU want to be a
part of the coming year at St. Claude Avenue Main Street. We
have lots going on, and lots of ways to participate. Our design
committee is planning workshops for business owners and
will be launching the latest façade grant competition.
Economic restructuring will work to get more business owners on the avenue. Promotions will plan additional events and
activities, while the organization committee will continue
efforts to raise funds.

We gain would like to thank all those that generously
donated to help us raise the more than $12,000 to
renovate the playground equipment.
We also would like to thank Calvin Rice, Robert Reddington,
Jeff Becker and Chris Costello for spearheading the project and
organizing all the bits and pieces to get the project done.

Stay tuned for information on our
dedication ceremony.

What happens on St. Claude Avenue effects everyone in the
surrounding neighborhoods. Please be a part of it and help
make St. Claude Avenue a growing and prosperous corridor
that all residents can benefit from.

Any money left over from the project will be earmarked for
future repairs of the equipment. If you would like to make a
donation to the Playground Equipment fund please make your
checks payable to F.M.I.A with the work “Playground Fund” in
the memo and mail to:

The Marigny lost two long time
residents this past month. Our
hearts go out to their families and
friends during this difficult time.

FMIA • PO Box 770080 • New Orleans LA 70177

Brian McGill
Alain Simard

5TH DISTRICT POLICE FIND NEW
HOME IN THE MARIGNY

FYI

Thanks to the efforts of Pres Kabakoff, the 5th District
Police Department will have a temporary new home at
the old Universal Furniture building at 2372 Saint Claude
Avenue. The newly renovated 12,000+ square foot space
will move the 5th District Police from their trailers for
about a year while their old location is renovated.

PLEASE NOTE: Call the Quality of Life Officer for the
8th District, Roger Jones, 201-1520, and the Quality of
Life Officer for the 5th District, Spencer Smith, 658-6557
for urgent complaints about noise or other nuisance
issues.

This is a positive step for the department whose has had
to work out of trailers since the storm. We are excited to
have them in our neighborhood!

Non-violent crime should be reported to 821-2222 and
emergencies to 911.
Board Meeting: January 9, 2008
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Dues Renewal:A new year ahead of us
A new year is almost upon us. This means Mardi Gras is
around the corner and it is time to renew your membership dues.

SOME FMIA ACCOMPLISHMENTS
IN 2007

Dues are an important part of the organization in that they
offset the cost for the newsletter and give us the working
capital to put on the events we have throughout the year.

• FMIA members and residents raised the funds to spray
the beautiful oaks in Washington Square Park to rid
them of the buck moth caterpillars and fertilize them.

We are always looking for ways to save money and time
so that our limited resources can go further. One way is to
have members pay their dues by January so we do not
have to incur the expense of stamped return envelopes
and extra newsletter postage. We are asking members to
renew before January by one of two methods.

• Raised the $12,000 needed to repair/restore the
playground equipment in Washington Square Park.
• Maintained Washington Square Park for another year
by coordinating clean up and weekly trash removal to
keep our park open and beautiful.

1. If you have no changes to your contact information
which includes your telephone number and email
address, simply cut out your mailing label and return it
to us with your dues by one of the methods below.

• Coordinated events including Meet the Neighbors and
the music series in the park to help bring sales to
businesses and build community.
• Created programs to help with issues in the
neighborhood such as Light up the Marigny, Marigny
ReLeaf, Marigny Flowers and Whistle Alert: Eyes on the
Street.

2. If you have changes to your contact information which
includes your telephone number and email address,
simply cut out your mailing label, annotate your corrections/additions on the mailing label and return it us with
your dues by one of the methods below.

NO MORE BLIGHT…

The 2008 dues rates are:
Individual - $15
Individual Senior (65+) - $5
Household (2+ individuals) - $20,
Senior Household (2+ seniors) - $10
Business - $25

We have made a great progress in this process over the last
month and plan to send our first letters out the last week of
November. Our goal is to notify owners about the condition of
their property so they can secure and repair their property.
We are keeping a running list of properties so if you know of a
property that has visible damage and/or is vacant; please let us
know so we may add them to the list. You can e-mail us at
blight@faubourgmarigny.org with the address of the property,
or call us at 888-321-0812 with the same information.

You can mail your renewal to our post office box (listed
below), drop it off in the mail slot at 2408 Chartres Street,
2817 Burgundy or 2101 Burgundy #1 or bring it to a
general meeting. (The next one is 11/19.) We appreciate
your support.

Besides the letters to the property owners, we will be
forwarding our list to both the City Attorney’s office as well as
the HDLC to notify them of these properties.

FMIA
PO Box 770080
New Orleans LA 70177

We all want to live in a safe and healthy neighborhood. We are
asking these neighbors to help us in rebuilding our
neighborhood and City by taking care of their property.

FMIA Merchandise is RE-DESIGNED and
AVAILABLE NOW!
Get your NEWLY DESIGNED T-shirts and
women’s tank tops in various colors for $10.
…and Mugs for $5.

You can buy them at the General Meeting or simply
send an e-mail info@faubourgmarigny.org.

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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Orchids
To all our members for the support and
diligence in which you participate to improve our
neighborhood and association.
To the Board Members and Committee Chairs for
providing excellent and consistent leadership for
yet another year.

2ND ANNUAL

Faubourg Marigny Historic
Walking Tour & Art Market

Welcome New Businesses: Coccinelle Tabletop
Thanks to the volunteer tour guides and organizers for the Walking Tour.

By Leigh Crawford

To those who vote to make our city stronger.

Washington Square featured a bandstand on its bright green
square and colorful art displays lined the curving paths under
the age-old oaks as friends and neighbors gathered to celebrate
our historic neighborhood with the second annual Faubourg
Marigny Walking Tour and Art Market.

ONIONS
To those who don’t vote in elections.

Everyone who took the tour raved about it. I spent my day in the
Square listening to the music of VaVaVoom and Saint Louis
Slim, checking out all the wonderful art that was on display and
talking to friends and neighbors both old and new. It was a
beautiful fall day that brought many people out to enjoy all the
sights and sounds.

To people who do not pick up after their dogs.
To people who do not turn on their porch light(s) for
safety.
To club owners who don’t close their doors.

Frenchmen Street was hopping with brunch at the Marigny
Brassiere in full swing and later, just about the time the Art
Market ended, “Nickel a Dance” at Café Brazil. With all of that,
and the Walking Tour that featured our beautiful and historic
neighborhood not to mention the Art Market. Well, to paraphrase Mr. Rogers “It was a beautiful day in the Faubourg.”

PROJECTS
Sts. Peter and Paul Church (2317 Burgundy St.) –
Providence Community Housing is planning on converting
the School, Rectory and the Nun’s House into senior
housing as well as building a 2 – 3 story building on the
parking lot at Mandeville and Burgundy. They were at our
August General Meeting to introduce the project and said
they will come to another meeting once their plans are more
solid.

Make sure you don’t miss our next event in Washington Square
— 23rd Annual Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 9th
starting at 6 PM!
We would like to thank the following for helping out with the
event:

Mandeville Fire Station (718 Mandeville St.) – Gandolfo
Kuhn, L.L.C., a land surveying company, wants to lease the
building from the City to house their business there. They
are still in the negotiation stage of the project.

Tour Guides: William Whiting • Rick Fifield • Scott Murison •
Bob Moffet • Gene Cizek • Bill Hyland • Lloyd Sensat

Gendusa Bakery (1801 N. Rampart St.) – Elizabeth and
Kevin Martinez and Michael Seaman are interested in
opening up a sound recording studio in the brick building of
the Gendusa bakery. They came to a general meeting and
board meeting to discuss the project. For this project to
happen the zoning will have to be changed to accommodate
their use. We are investigating the issues.

Volunteers: Nancy O'Neil • Jim O'Neil • Kevin Ford • Jack
Bissop • Patty Marino • Stephen Fowles • Pat Stelz • Bob
Stelz • Diane Lease • Dan Harris • Brian Frye • Ron Petty •
Stacy Shimek • Dara Lum • Mary Logsdon • Kerrie Ramsell •
Jeannie Adams • Barbara Trevigne • Andy Seitz • Kellye Deel •
John Deveney
Organizers: Leigh Crawford • Reg Medellin • Deborah
Oppenheim • Chris Costello • Gretchen Bomboy

839 Elysian Fields Ave. – The project is on hold at this
time. They are confident of success of this project at a later
date when the real estate market and construction industry
stabilize.
Board Meeting: January 9, 2008

Special Thanks to: Cleo Pelitre • Gene Cizek • Lloyd Sensat •
Bill Hyland • New Orleans Music Exchange • Helen Regis
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Coccinelle
Tabletop
2119 Decatur St.
Originally scheduled for a
September 2005 opening,
then delayed by you know what and a subsequent house
fire in 2006, a new shop is about to open in the Marigny
triangle – 2119 Decatur Street between Frenchmen and
Elysian Fields. The shop will feature all those things that
go ON TOP of the table – dishware, glasses, flatware,
serving pieces, linens, and beautiful accessories. It will
be interesting to see if the neighborhood can support
such a diverse and fairly upper end store. But, you must
remember, that was what the Frenchmen Street overlay
was supposed to do when it was enacted some years
ago. It was designed to provide a diversity of stores –
particularly ones that would be open during the daytime.
The owner of the store, Reg Medellin, who has been a
long time advocate of both residential and business
development in the neighborhood. He is a current board
member, as well as a member of many other volunteer
organizations. His transition from investment banking to
gourmand eventually led him to a food-related enterprise.
Combined with his passion for food and entertaining
translates into a shop where the presentation of food is a
serious business as well. This attitude fits in with the long
time philosophy of most New Orleanians who hold dining
on a very high scale.
The selection of products for the store was highly
promoted by “green standards.” Every effort has been
made to seek out ecological products that are earth
friendly. This has resulted in unique pieces such as
bowls made from hyacinth plants, hand carved wooden
pieces, and straw/wood sculpted animal decorations to
name but a few. Many of the dishes and glasses have
“nature themes” such as etched lily pads, flowers, and of
course the ubiquitous fleur de lis.
The Association wishes this new endeavor well, and
encourages other businesses, especially daytime
businesses, to open on Frenchmen Street to increase the
diversity of businesses in our neighborhood.

Coccinelle Tabletop
2119 Decatur Street
945.2196
Opening November 11, 2007

Grand Opening
December 10
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812

6

Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org

Thanks to our advertisers, the information for our association is more readily
available and for more households. Support our advertisers!

Board Meeting: January 9, 2008
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Help Rebuild New Orleans - VOTE THIS ELECTION
No Excuses! VOTE!
Voting is a right we take for granted. Many people chose not to vote because their schedules are too busy or they are unenthusiastic
about the available candidates, but when we do not take an interest in voting we are often left with a dysfunctional government. If we
are serious about making our lives better, we need to elect leadership that has our best interests in mind. Electing new leadership allow
us to have a fresh set of eyes look at our issues to find new, innovative solutions.
Besides voting yourself, consider calling or emailing your friends to remind them to vote. Let’s make this the best voter turnout in New
Orleans history! You can visit the Secretary of State’s web site for a sample ballot and more at http://www.sos.louisiana.gov.

ELECTION DAY • Saturday, November 17 [POLLS WILL BE OPEN 6:00 AM UNTIL 8:00 PM.]
• Triangle Residents vote at Engine House #09 (449 Esplanade Ave.)
• Rectangle Residents (to upriver side of Franklin) vote at Abundant Life Baptist Church (1800 Arts St.)
• Rectangle Residents (downriver side of Franklin, lakeside of Burgundy) vote at Douglas High School (3820 St. Claude Ave.)
• Rectangle Residents (downriver side of Franklin, riverside of Burgundy) vote at St. Paul Lutheran Church (2624 Burgundy)
Voters that are in line to vote at 8:00 pm will be allowed to cast their ballots.
Voters must provide one of the following: A Louisiana driver's license, a Louisiana identification card or any other generally recognized
picture ID. If you do not have a picture ID, then you may present any other identification card plus further information such as a utility
bill and a completed Voter Identification Affidavit.
Only one person at a time is allowed in the voting booth. If you are unable to read, an election official may assist you. If you are unable
to vote without assistance because of a physical handicap, you must bring a physician's certificate with you or have one on file.
Disabled voters may go to the front of the line at their polling place.
To learn your polling site for your address visit http://69.2.40.209

Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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Yours Truly in a Swamp
by Leonard Earl Johnson

On the Way to the New Orleans Film Festival
We are back in America's New Lost City, at the 18th annual New Orleans Film Festival, the most lavish festival
held in this city since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita blew the roof off the place.
Last year there were half this year's 117 screenings. That horrible first year after The Storms, when The City was under mandator
evacuation, there was but an unofficial festival in exile, at Cite des Arts in Lafayette, the "Hub City" of French Louisiana.
This year we watched films, ate, and danced into the cool night with speakers of French and speakers of Y'at, the where-you-at dialect
of New Orleans.
The City Care Forgot is slowly forgetting its woes.
A smiling elderly lady from Chicago told me, at a post-screening party outside Canal Place Cinema that she had taken the train, The City
of New Orleans, which she had not ridden in 40 years. "The food on board is not as good as it used to be, but this jambalaya," she
pointed to our plates, "makes up for it."
Our luxury hotel rooms, fine dinning and helpful information was provided by the family friendly pockets of Harrah's Casino, where we
had a view over the Mississippi River, to The City's Westbank, that must have stopped René-Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle,
mid-paddle: The sun rises over the Westbank!
Things are indeed different in New Orleans. And they always have been.
The most impassioned plea of the now forgotten anti-gambling debate was that a big central casino should not become a self-contained
resort that would suck up all the established restaurant and hotel business. Harrah's compromise was to only have fast-food and gambling, and no lodging. Now, in post Katrina New Orleans, they have it all. And as fine as any anywhere. As the wise know, make lemonade when the levees break.
One morning, breakfasting grandly in Brennan's crowded Royal Street bistro, Ellen Brennan, cookbook author and member of the
"Famous Family of Good Food," agreed. "We are all partners in bringing back the tourists."
***
Did you hear the street buzz? The only one convicted in the infamous Canal Street Brothel case was a doorman at an unnamed luxury
hotel who told the man where the action was? No, not Harrah's. Harrah's luxury hotel was then but a gleam in the promise maker's eye.
Can't you hear the doorman saying: "It's just down Canal Street, next to the FBI sting. You can't miss it."
The out-of-state dentist, who started all this FBI gumshooing, got off from bilking Uncle Sam out'a false Medicare payments. The FBI got
employment and infamy. (To their honor, the local police refused to cooperate with them.) And the doorman took the fall.
The madam got a lot of TV time and a sly smile. She recently told Larry Flynt (that old muckraker and Bourbon Street club owner), the
Honorable Senator Vitter was a customer of hers between visits with his D. C. madam. Don't those con-servatives have the kinkiest sex?
Liberal Bill Clinton only got a simple old fashioned wind-employment, for old fashioned free.
A professor I know took us over to Roberts Cove, Louisiana, for what we expected to be a pathetic imitation Oktoberfest. It was great!
Good bier, music, dancers, exhibitions and food. They did have rice in their stews. But, thank Gott, not in da sauerkraut! -- there they
had white potatoes cooked down to a gravy. MMMMMmmmm good!
As The Professor said, "What can you expect from Louisiana Germans, who are very prosperous rice farmers."
We went to look at the names in the cemetery just to walk among the white marble and large black, red & gold tricolor flying over each
grave. It was beautiful. And the Alpine horns call and response was perfection. The yodeling was too, but even at its best.....
As we arrived a choir was singing that rucksacks song, "I Am A Happy Wanderer." Brought back memories, like the time in Fifth Grade
when the music teacher beat the heck out of me. My Mother, the German, said it was my fault.
See you at the New Orleans Film Festival. Till then, keep le faith, speed der day and keep reading and writing.

Board Meeting: January 9, 2008
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Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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A New Season of
Programs
Showcasing
the Creative Talent
from our
Neighborhood
Alvar Library • 903 Alvar Street
Time: 7 - 9 PM
A reception follows each program
Alvar Art Night is funded by the NOPL Foundation and the
Bywater Neighborhood Association contributors.
November 20: Literature/ Discussion and book signings
featuring: Ken Foster, Kyle Bravo (Hot Iron Press),
Brad Benischek (Press Street), Joe Longo, Sarah Inman
(NOLA Fugees)
December 18: A special musical evening produced by
Mark Bingham of Piety Street Studio.
January 15: Film Shorts presented by NOVAC
( New Orleans Video Access Center)
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESENTS…

MEETINGS

SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES
"A Christmas Story"

FMIA General and Board Meetings are open to the public.
Committees and committee meetings are also open to anyone
who is interested or would like to help.

Saturday, November 24, 2007
2624 Burgundy Street

BOARD MEETINGS are the 1st Wednesday of each month at
6:30 PM. Location TBA (see www.faubourgmarigny.org)

FREE ADMISSION
GENERAL MEETINGS are the 3rd Monday of each month and
begin with a potluck at 6:30 PM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
2624 Burgundy Street. The meeting starts at 7:15 PM. (There
are NO general meetings in July and December.)

Doors open at 6:30 PM and the movie starts at 7 PM.
Refreshments will be sold and all proceeds donated to
St. Paul Lutheran School. The public is invited! Call the
church office at 945-3741 for more information.

ADS AND ARTICLES
Ads and articles for the monthly newsletters are due by the
Friday following the Board Meeting.

Mark Your Calendars!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS NEWSLETTER..
Member rates listed below are “per month” charges and
dependent on the number of times you place an advertisement.
Non-members pay an extra $3 per month.
Size
Full Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
Back Quarter Page
Business Card

3 - 10 Times/yr.
$90
$45
$30
$45
$18

Krewe Du Vieux January 19th!

1 - 2 Times/yr.
$110
$55
$40
$55
$25

Krewe Du Vieux 2008 will be
January 19th. The theme this
year is Magical Mystery Tour
and the sub krewes have good
laughs in store. For a full list of
the sub themes and additional information, visit
www.kreweduvieux.org.

If we can be of any assistance with your ad, please send a
request for info to the website at www.faubourgmarigny.org. We
will handle your request as quickly as possible.
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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1017 Touro (Friendly Touch Bar) No Status
801 Frenchmen No Status
839 Elysian Fields – Status? Project on Hold per owner

FMIA BOARD MEETING AGENDA
October 3, 2007
Absence: Gene, Marshall
Approvals by email
1. Invitation to setup a Booth at Fridays on the Roch – Against

NEW BUSINESS
A. Next Board Meeting? Where? Deborah
B. Kevin and Elizabeth Martinez – Sound Studio on N.
Rampart – Sound Recording Studio Michael Seamen sound
engineer TEXT amendment passed by City Council and
would like to have FMIA support it. Permanent use for
recording studio. Showed map that shows the area talked
about. City Planning could not go thru conditional use per
Arline at City Planning. Need a service license as a
recording studio. Go get a license will have the license with
certain specifications for ex. Parking, sound proofing, - Two
or three rooms - every room needs a spot for parking General service category for parking - Not high volume bands, engineer, - They have six spots and efficiency apts.
About 4,000 sq. ft – Parking waivers – only for the people
who use the studio. No one will live there and the apts. Might
be vacant at times. Q: Why efficiency for bands? A: They
may want to record for 5 am and they may want to do block
outs – day and night shift - the band members can shuffle in
and out as needed. Indie label artists – two prices: one with
lodging and one without lodging . Q: Do you get an extra
license for lodging – short term rentals license on the books
- they are regulated 1 per block. A: They need to check this
out - INN license – maybe tax graded too - Also ask about
conditional use - FMIA would prefer conditional use. Brunson
Arlin @ City Planning. The building is in terrible condition.
Keep the brick wall and build inside. HDLC is behind it parking issue – waiver on parking. Spoke to the immediate
neighbors - they felt fine with itMOTION: Chris made a
motion that we tentatively support their request zoning
variance under the conditions it is a text amendment that
adds recording studio as a conditional use with the
understanding that they will clarify the legal lodging of any
type within the building. Second: Stephen Discussion: None
VOTE: Acclamation
C. Election of New Officers President Chris, VP Reg,
Recording Sect.Deborah, Treasure Brian, Corresponding
Sect Leigh. Move that we approve the slate Second
Stephen Approved by acclamation
D. Conflict of Interest Policy – Board members sign. Motion
as a Board Leigh made the motion that we implement and
approved this Conflict of Interest Policy Reg Second
Discussion: Yearly with a regular audit. Changes need to be
made with the Bylaws.
VOTE: Acclamation
Motion by Chris to amend the Bylaws Article 10 add a text
amendment that reads: 1)A conflict of interest committee will
be appointed by the Pres. At least two months prior to the
Sept. meeting 2) The organization shall be audited yearly by
the conflict of interest review committee. Seconds: Brian
Discussion: none VOTE: Acclamation
E. Yearly Agenda defer Chris will send out events by e-mail
F. Insurance Policy - One policy is for the Board and one for
the Organization. Prem- $1000 for Board and the other
500,000 1250 We can shop around.
G. Office Space-Main Street needs office space on St. Claude.
Maybe we can share with them . We need maybe 500 Sq. Ft.
work environment. Motion: Chris that we agree to investigate
office space. Second: Deborah Discussion – None Vote:
Acclamation

OLD BUSINESS (Active)
A. Approval of minutes from 9/5 Board Meeting & 9/17 General
Meeting - YES
B. Projects –
a. St. Paul Lutheran Church – None
b. Mandeville Fire Station – Land Surveying Co. wants to
lease the building from the City. We are supported with
the caveat with it that the building is coverted back to the
community.
C. Releaf Marigny – No Status
D. Meet the Neighbors – Next one at Schiros. Need new Chair.
Ask at meeting.
E. Issues: Frenchmen- defer
F. Playground Equipment – Equipment will ship on 10/10 and
take about a week to get here at 10/17 and two weeks for
them to finish it. Probably will be finished at the end of this
month. Will put together press event and Invite all City
Council Kids and snowballs balloons
G. 501(c) 3 Status. – Articles of Incorporation passed, submitted and approved by State. Working on verbiage for application.
H. RiverfrontAlliance –Working to get UNOP Plan process
back up. Trying to get with the Rockefellar Foundation to find
out what is going on with the process.
I. FMIA’s 35th Birthday – Party w/ walking Tour? Yes
November 4
J. District 7 CDC – On Hold
K. Visibility of Marigny: Banners – Need to talk about design
LOGO in it Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association 35th
years and still going strong Need someone to order parts Reg Entergy will help get them up. Web address Historic
Faubourg Marigny Color - Welcome to Historic Faubourg
Marigny Chris will talk to a designer
L. Blighted/Vacant Property – Have draft letter. Howard is still
collecting properties. Look at the list, pictures, definition of
blight, lawyer should look this over. Robert Rachal?
M. Pet Fair at Baptist Friendship House – Was on 9/15. Great
event with a lot of potential. 30 – 35 people attended.
N. Voting Locations – Will either be at St.Paul Lutheran or
Colton for 2008.
O. Bellsouth and the Digital Loop Carriers, 2601 Burgundy –
No new information
P. Issues:
a. About Time Lounge – Now JohnPaul. Issue with 8/15
minutes and wording. Print correction in newsletter.
b. Walking Tour – Art Market - Leigh 75 artists - 8 yes and
2 no’s - will wait another week and send a follow up. Chris
has updated the website and written a press release.

OLD BUSINESS (In-active)
A. Joint Reception for New 8th Captain w/ NOHC – No Status
B. Q & A with Guardian Angels – No news to date
C. Survey of District 7 via Tulane School of Medicine No Progress
D. Issues: 2100 Burgundy (Fred Morgan)
E. Projects:
Board Meeting: January 9, 2008
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H. FMIA Computer - Quickbooks program needs a lap top.
Chris will investigate borrowing a computer
I. Krewe Du Vieux – Need Help. No parking one-side in neighborhoods, both-sides on Frenchmen. Ray Kern is new captain. Route has changed but not set in stone. They need help
to get the cars moved for the parade. Find out from the city
what it would cost. Motion: FMIA would help them with the car
situation. Second: Leigh Discussion: None
Vote:
Acclamation
J. Resignation: Stephanie Pedro – Motion Leigh makes a
motion to accept her resignation. Second: Chris Discussion:
we are looking for a young renter and interested in the community Vote: Acclamation
K. Change Board Meeting Time: Motion: Chris made motion
to change the time from 7 pm to 6:30 pm. Second: Brian.
Discussion: None 6 yeas 1 no
L. Go through committee reports:
Treasurer: 2007 Budget - QuickBooks for non profit.
Auditing of the books by Ron Petty and is responsible for
doing the financial reports untill Quick Books come in. Ron
said books are ok and we supporting documentation for all.
Proposed Budget 2007-2008 - September begins - The
spread sheets goes with Jan and the budget is begin
September. Motion by Chris to accept the budget. Reg second it. Discussion: Leigh – question – if we need another
category is that ok? This is only a template. Ron will give a
statement about the audit
Newsletter – Ideas for newsletter. Orchids/Onions
Orchids: New Board Members,
Spain Street for having bags for Dog PoopBaptist Friendship House for partnering with Pet Fair
Welcome to Cake Café and bakery
John Paul’s a neighborhood bar
Onions:
Dog poop owners who do not pick up
People who do not turn on their porch light for safety
Dense vegation – sidewalk and curb - and no light is not
good for safety

Claude such as alternating healing services, coop grocery,
veggie restaurant, yoga center, pilate studio, contemporary
art center, and a Street University. This project would be a
private/public partnership using federal and state tax credits.
He would like to have Councilperson James Carter designate
this area as an arts and cultural district. Pres would like the
coop grocery group speak to FMIA.
Q; 5th District at this building? A: The tourist community is
extremely worried about the crime issue. They have offered to
help pay $75,000 to temporarily have the 5th District located at
the Universal Building till their station is renovated.
Q: Nov. 10th Main St. is scheduled to have an event in the
parking lot. A: As long as it does not affect the police but will
need to check with them.
Ken Ferdinand – Director of the French Market wants to
expand the role of the French Market and have an Office of
Public Markets. There would be many public markets
throughout the city. This is to give small businesses an
opportunity to operate without a huge overhead. The public
sector buys the building and rents space to businesses. He
said at one time in New Orleans there were 18 public
markets. Some of the buildings still exist. Ken met with
Dr. Blakley and said that Dr. Blakley is commitment to
restoring public markets in New Orleans. We all know the
importance of these buildings architecturally to New Orleans
and their significance. Ken thinks the first market to be
restored will be St. Roch Market.
2. Krewe du Vieux, Captain Ray Kern - Jan 19th and the theme
is Magical Misery Tour. King Ronald Lewis of the 9th ward
will reign. Ronald Lewis has reopened the House of Dance
and Feathers Museum in the 9th ward. The route will be
different this year. The parade will start at Elysian Fields at
Chartres and the ball will be held at 2121 Chartres. The
crowds are getting larger and the krewes are having
difficulty getting through the streets. He asked FMIA is we
could help the parking problem and have barricades placed
in key areas to make the route safe again. The no parking
signs would be for one side except Frenchmen street where
both sides would prohibit parking during parade hours. The
Members approved his request and Chris will work with Ray
and the City.

Meeting adjourned 9:35pm

GENERAL MEETING OCTOBER 15, 2007
Chris Costello, President began the meeting at 7:15pm.
October 20th is an election day and Chris encouraged all to
vote. Gretchen Bomboy, FMIA member offered to bring people
in the rectangle to the polls. She can be reached at 945-4786
(h) or 874-0117 (c). A big thanks to Gretchen for helping residents vote.

3. Playground renovation – parts on their way and restoration
will begin soon.
4. T-shirts for sale all sizes for the new ones and colors ones
limited in size $10 and mugs $5

The Candidates were invited to introduce themselves and
speak briefly. The candidates attended for City Council-atLarge were Jackie Clarkson and Virginia Boulet, Tracey
Davillier candidate for Municipal Court Judge, Juana M.
Lombard candidate for Criminal Court Judge, and Shawn
Barney candidate for Senate.

5. Meet the Neighbors was at Schiros. Indian Food was served
which was delicious and will be permanently on the menu.
Committee Chairperson Stephanie Pedro has moved out of
the neighborhood. FMIA needs someone to chair this
Committee. Please call Chris if you are interested. Meet the
Neighbors is second Tuesday of each month.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
6. Main St. - Caulk it Up to St. Claude is Nov 10th 9-noon 4:00.
Artists will create chalk drawings which will be judged in the
early afternoon. There will be an art market and music. Spain
St. near Colton School will be closed. Robyn Blanpied is the
new director for St. Claude Main Street.

1. Pres Kabacoff, a New Orleans develope,r is in the process
of purchasing Universal Furniture Bldg on St. Claude Ave.
St. Claude has many vacant buildings. He said that Dr.
Blakey designated 17 areas of the city to receive money for
community centers. Pres has a vision to do something on St.
Questions? Need Info? Call: 888.312.0812
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7. 2nd annual Walking Tour - Bill Hyland and Lloyd Sensat are
putting together the tour scheduled November . 4th Art
Market and Music. VOLUTNEERS and TOUR GUIDES are
needed. There will be two sessions for Tour Guides are
scheduled for October 24 and Oct 31 at 5pm.

BOARD MEMBERS
Chris Costello, President
ccostello@deveney.com
Reg Medellin, Vice President
rm.nola@cox.net
Brian Frye, Treasurer
brian.frye@cox.com
Leigh Crawford, Corresponding Secretary
leigh19@cox.net
Deborah Oppenheim, Recording Secretary
opprik@aol.com
Gene Cizek, Past President
ecizek@tulane.edu
Stephen Fowlkes
coulonguesthouse@yahoo.com
Marshall Greis
mggjcs@cs.com

8. Jun, a Public Health Student at Tulane, 504-875-5022,
Tulane Hurricane Recovery Research is investigating difficulties people are experiencing two years after the storm.
Participants are asked to fill out a lengthy packet to assist Jun
in his research.
9. Blight - Howard is so diligent, thanks! We have a list! If a
property is not on the list, please take a form return it to Chris.
10. Bar at the corner of Franklin and Dauphine – Chris said the
best thing to do is to call the police and communicate with
the owner of the business. If you have the same complaint,
please call the police. There is a petition which will go to
Councilperson James Carter.
11. NOPAC meeting for 5th District will eventually move to the
Universal Building. Foot patrols will begin again. Officer
Spencer Smith is Quality of Life Officer for the 5th District
and Officer Roger Jones for the 8th District.

NEW BUSINESS

COMMITTEES

Planning Meeting - FMIA is working on a time line for the year.
What should we be doing as an organization?

Advertising – Angela Carll
angcarll@gmail.com
Blight – Howard Allen
blight@faubourgmarigny.org
Bylaws – Gary deLeaumont
Caroling – Kellye Deel
kellyedeel@msn.com
Community Outreach – Marshall Greis
Crime - Kerrie Ramsdell
Education/Frenchman – Deborah Oppenheim
Home Tour –
Reg Medellin & Deborah Oppenheim
Hospitality – Gary deLeaumont
Membership – Gary deLeaumont
Neighborhood Development – Brian Frye
HDLC – Rick Fifield
opprik@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor - Ron Budenich
fmianews@aol.com
Special Projects – Gary deLeaumont
Washington Square Park – Chris Costello
Web Site – Chris Costello
Zoning - Robyn Blanpied

Brainstorm Session: All ideas in the brainstorm storm will be
recorded on paper.

OUR STRENGTHS:
Build community, problems shared or have, best monthly
meetings, programs, protect our historical assess in the
neighborhood, political influence, resource, protecting quality of
life, organizing things in a professional way and conducts
hemselves professionally

WEAKNESS:
Not enough people at meetings, attendance, participation,
outreach, negative views about FMIA, perception of the
neighborhood, political influence, diversity within the
organization

IDEAS:
More meetings, real effort to recruit new members by going
door to door, block captains, newsletter distribute to every
house in the area, published a directory of all the businesses
and passed them out to all neighbors, improve website, calendar of events, cookbook, clean up weeds, kiosk for the posters
so they are not on telephone poles, Washington Square Park fix the fence and other needed equipment, street signs need
redoing, clean drains, new concept for our neighborhood to
attract younger people, restoration, educate the heart, see the
beauty and enhance, depository for the neighborhood, archived
our history, UNO has some of our information
Meeting ended at 8:40pm.
Submitted: Recording Secretary
Board Meeting: January 9, 2008
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General Meeting, Monday, 11/19

NO DECEMBER MEETING
Next General Meeting, Monday, 1/9/2008

PAY YOUR DUES
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the Faubourg
Marigny Improvement Association. Content, editorials
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its Board or its members.
Contents of Les Amis de Marigny are copyrighted.
Permission to reprint any of the newsletter (including
photographs and original artwork) must be obtained
from the editor and/or byline columnist.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions including editorial and advertising content. Send contributions
to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080, NOLA 70177 or
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.
To advertise in the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.

