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Ten months ago, we held our first meeting after
Katrina. St. Paul Lutheran was packed with FMIA
members and residents from the surrounding
neighborhoods trying to get information about the
status of services, the process of recovery and the
progress to date.
(continued page 2)

General Meeting
This Monday, 8/21
6:30pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church
At this month’s meeting we will vote on the revised
Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation and have a
presentation on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) from Laurie Oppenheim Dawes. Laurie
will explain the what, why, how, and when PTSD
occurs and demonstrate how music therapy can
assist us in processing the trauma all of us relate
to from hurricane Katrina.
Meetings start with a potluck with business items
starting promptly at 7:15. Bringing food is not
required, of course, but if you would like to, please
bring a meat dish if your last name begins with AE, a vegetable dish if your last name begins with
F-G, bread/pasta/rice (N-R), or dessert (S-Z).
No time to cook? Grab something from one of our
local business. Thanks!
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Moving Forward
Making Smart Choices
It has been over five months since the proposed
changes to the Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation
were published in our newsletter and 4 months
since we discussed the proposed changes at our
April meeting.
This time has given us the
opportunity to digest the changes to make sure
they are smart choices for us. Now it is time to vote
on them.
The proposed changes to the bylaws are meant to
strengthen the organization to meet the demands of
the future.
Katrina taught us many valuable
lessons--some of which have inspired changes to
these documents. In some cases, changes were
inspired to protect the organization by clarifying
definitions and responsibilities, closing loopholes
and resolving discrepancies between documents.
If you do not have a copy of the documents with the
proposed changes, you can find them on our web
site at www.faubourgmarigny.org , request a copy
by sending an email to info@faubourgmarigny.org
or call our 888 number (888-312-0812) to request a
copy.
For those who cannot make the meeting, you may
vote by written proxy. A self addressed, stamped
envelope with a written proxy is included with your
newsletter. Please take a moment to fill it out. The
deadline is Monday August 28st. All written proxies
postmarked by August 28st will be counted in the
vote.

Nominations
Interested in a better neighborhood? A better City?
Want to meet some amazing people? Consider joining
a committee or being on the Board. We encourage
those who have a couple hours a week to consider
serving on the Board or on a committee.
August is our nominating meeting. If you are
interested please contact Gary DeLeaumont at (504)
944-4279.
Now more than ever we need people to help us move
our neighborhood forward through the recovery. If
you can help, please contact a current Board Member
or email info@faubourgmarigny.org.

President’s Report continued
In some ways, it feels as though little has changed.
The rebuilding has proceeded thus far at a snail’s
pace, which is in part caused by the fact that City
Hall is overwhelmed and understaffed.

Welcome New Members!

The good news is that we have made significant
strides in rebuilding our City. But, like repairs to the
foundation of a home, these accomplishments are
not always apparent. The bad news is that it will
take some time while City Hall reorganizes and restaffs itself for the better.

James Farr
Louis Huson
Rachel Ornelas
Bohemian Armadillo Guesthouse
John Kopinetz
Mat Schwarzman Mimi Zarsky

Do not despair. If we have made it this far, we can
certainly stick it out. This does not mean, however,
that we will wait complacently. We need to hold our
elected officials accountable for their jobs like we
are held accountable for ours.

If you have any questions about any of the changes
please contact Gary deLeaumont at (504) 9444279.

See you at St. Paul’s.
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How? We need to let them know what we want.
And we need to set deadlines for things that need
to be done and make sure they follow through with
them. We can no longer stand by and watch City
Hall take shape. We need to make sure we are
included in the process so that we do not get back
the same inefficiencies and corruption that plagued
us before the storm.
Those that want to play by the old rules are waiting
for us to become complacent so they can get back
to business as usual. We cannot let that happen.
It would be a waste of a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity and complete act of disrespect to those
who lost their lives because of the incompetence of
the past.
We have so many things going for us. We have a
new City Council that is listening to our needs. In
particular, our Councilmember James Carter, who
is dedicated to cleaning up City Hall so that we may
have a safer and stronger New Orleans. We have
the eyes of the nation and the world on us, such
that those who deal in the dark have little to no
darkness in which to hide. Most importantly, we
have each other, and together we can build a
better, stronger city.
As the anniversary of Katrina grows near, let us
remember what we have lost and those who paid
the ultimate price and commit to making something
good come out of all the tragedy that has fallen
upon us. We have the opportunity. Let’s make the
best of it.
The looming anniversary will bring anxiety, tears,
grief and sorrow. Each of us will deal with the
tragedy in our own way, but for us to move on we
must come to terms with the past and work through
our emotions.
Our August meeting topic will
discuss Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, the
symptoms to watch for and how music therapy can
help us in dealing with it. Please consider joining
us. If not for yourself, then do it for those you love
so you can help them through this rough time in
their lives.

Abandoned cars
For removal of abandoned cars call: 658-2299

Meetings
FMIA General and Board meetings are open to the
public. Committees and committee meetings are also
open to anyone who is interested or would like to help.
Board meetings are the first Wednesday of each month.
The next board meeting will be on September 6, 7:00
p.m., location TBA (see FMIA website).
General meetings are the third Monday of each month
at 7:00p.m at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2624
Burgundy Street. (There are no general meetings in July
and December.)
The next general meeting will be Monday, August 21.

Giving St. Claude Avenue
A Second Chance
For those that remember, St. Claude Avenue was
once a thriving commercial thoroughfare renowned
for its seafood restaurants and furniture shops.
Driving, walking or riding your bike down the
double-wide street, you can still see the remnants
of the St. Claude Avenue that was.
Over the years, many groups--including the FMIA-have looked at ways to bring St. Claude back from
disrepair. There was interest, but not all of the
pieces of the puzzle where in place. That has now
changed.
The Regional Planning Commission and the State
of Louisiana Main Street program have structured a
commercial revitalization program modeled on
principles proposed by the National Main Street
Center. The New Orleans Main Street and
Neighborhood Business Development program
focuses on neighborhood commercial revitalization
and community development by addressing four
components of a traditional business corridor:
economic restructuring, promotion, design and
organization.
Organization :
Building
consensus
and
cooperation among the groups that play roles in
the Main Street.
Many individuals and
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organizations in the community have a stake in
the economic viability of the Main Street,
including bankers, property owners, city and
parish officials, merchants, Main Street residents,
professionals, chamber of commerce members,
local industries, civic groups, historical societies
schools, consumers, real estate agents and local
media.
Economic Restructuring:
Strengthening the
existing economic base of the Main Street while
diversifying it. Economic restructuring activities
include helping existing Main Street businesses
expand, recruiting new businesses to provide a
balanced mix, converting unused space into
productive property and sharpening the
competitiveness of Main Street merchants.
Promotion: Marketing the Main Street's unique
characteristics to shoppers, investors, new
businesses, tourists and others. Effective

promotion creates a positive image of the Main
Street through retail promotional activity, special
events and ongoing programs to build positive
perceptions of the district.
Design:
Improving the Main Street's image by
enhancing its physical appearance--not just that
of buildings but also of street lights, window
displays, parking areas, signs, sidewalks,
promotional materials and all other elements that
convey a visual message about what the Main
Street is and what is has to offer.
The Urban Main Street Program is a proven
method of commercial revitalization. The Main
Street
Approach
is
a
community–driven,
comprehensive program to revitalize older,
traditional business districts throughout the United
States.
It uses common–sense methods to
address the problems that face traditional business
districts. The underlying premise of the Main Street
approach is to encourage economic development
within the context of historic preservation in ways
appropriate to today’s marketplace.
The Main Street approach advocates a return to
community self-reliance, local empowerment, and
rebuilding of traditional commercial districts. The
rebuilding uses each community’s unique assets:
distinctive architecture, a pedestrian-friendly
environment, personal service, local ownership,
and a sense of place.
Over the past month, we have been working with
The Renaissance Project, Faubourg St. Roch and
The St. Claude Merchants Association in preparing
the application for the Main Street Program. It has
been a monumental task, but we are confident that
St. Claude Avenue will be chosen as one of the
four Main Streets in the program for New Orleans.
Thank you to all those who have been involved
thus far and helped make this application process a
reality. Special thanks go to Will Reihm, Diane
Lease, Dan Harris and Chris Costello for all the
legwork and meetings that helped put together the
application.

Support our Advertisers
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ORCHIDS
 To Rick Fifield, Jason Patterson, Chris Costello and
Polly & Vic Brown for trash removal in Washington
Square Park
 To Baptist Friendship House for mowing
Washington Square Park, and so generously
offering to keep the grounds mowed, so we can
keep the park open and beautiful for the entire
community to enjoy
ONIONS




To property owners and contractors that do not
get permits for demolitions or construction.
To those restaurants and bars that block the
sidewalk on Frenchmen and Burgundy Streets
with tables, chairs and umbrellas.
To those who parked at the corners of the block
and prevented access for fire trucks turning onto
Frenchmen during a fire on July 14.
Les Amis de Marigny is the newsletter of the
Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association.
Content, editorials and opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the FMIA, its
Board or its members. Contents of Les Amis de
Marigny are copyrighted. Permission to reprint any
of the newsletter (including photographs and original
artwork) must be obtained from the editor and/or
byline columnist.
The editor reserves the right to reject submissions
including editorial and advertising content. Send
contributions to: FMIA Newsletter, PO Box 770080,
NOLA 70177 or newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.
The deadline is the 7th of each month. To advertise
in the Les Amis de Marigny please contact
newsletter@faubourgmarigny.org.

Bellsouth Doing the
Wrong Thing
Most may not know what Bellsouth has been up to.
The only sign that something is up are the
numerous trucks and the digging of ditches to hide
the new fiber optic wires. If you ask them, they are
simply upgrading their system so that they may
offer more and better services. More power to you,
Bellsouth. But, if you start asking more questions,
then the whole picture starts to develop.
Bellsouth is installing Digital Loop Carriers (DLCs).
DLCs are telecom components that Bellsouth
needs to connect the fiber optic network with the
old copper wire network that goes into our homes.
They need to be installed every 6-8 blocks. Seems
harmless enough, until you see one of them and
you can easily deduce the problems they pose for
the neighborhood.
Here are the major issues.
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1. The DLC have diesel generators that are
extremely noisy and require diesel fuel to be
stored on the lot. This is a safety issue and a
noise pollution issue in our quiet neighborhood
setting.
2. The DLC are being built on vacant land with
100-year leases. As they have them proposed,
they will only have a fence around them.
Vacant lots are neither conducive to a
neighborhood environment nor appropriate in a
historic, residential area. Additionally, this is a
loss of potential building site in the
neighborhood, such that we will have a vacant
lot in our neighborhood for 100 years!

Marigny Bi-Centennial T-Shirts
We now have Bi-Centennial t-shirts and women’s
tank tops in various colors for $15.
. . . and Mugs
There are also bi-centennial coffee mugs for $5.
Interested? Email info@faubourgmarigny.org.

3. Bellsouth is only leasing part of the lot. The
other part is wasted space that detracts from
the neighborhood.
4. The size of the DLCs will increase to meet
demand.
The DLC components are like
building blocks that can be stacked as customer
base and technology expand. Eventually, they
will tower over the fence and be an eyesore in
the neighborhood.
We want Bellsouth to do this upgrade, but we want
them to do it right. They should be required to
construct a building on site that is suitable for the
neighborhood and approved by the HDLC. The
structure will contain the equipment to protect the
neighborhood from noise pollution, a lot that will be
vacant and never improved, the eyesore of the
telecom equipment and possible explosions from
the fuel that they must have on site.
This is a fair compromise. It allows Bellsouth to put
this neighborhood-unfriendly equipment into a
residential area and allows them to add more
equipment without becoming unsightly.
Bellsouth has traditionally housed its telecom
equipment in buildings. When they tried to put one
of these in the French Quarter they were required
to buy a building to house their equipment.
Therefore, we are not asking for special treatment.
We are asking for the same.
Bellsouth, do the right thing.

Entertainment at St. Paul’s
Pay a Visit to…”CASTLE CAPRICIOUS”
Capricious Productions will present “Castle Capricious” –
a modern comic fable with music at the St. Paul Lutheran
Church Basement Theatre, 2624 Burgundy, New Orleans,
LA. Production dates are Saturday, September 9, 2006 and
Sunday, September 10, 2006. Doors open at 6:00 PM and
the show starts at 7:00 PM. Refreshments will be available
for sale. Suggested donations for tickets: Adults $6.00 and
Children (12 and under) $3.00. All proceeds will benefit
the City Park Improvement Association.
With a cast of 30, the tale of “Castle Capricious” is set in
the modern day and concerns the Foppingtons, who have
lived in their family’s castle since 1221. They are a family
of royalty, being 163rd in line for the throne. They discover
that they will soon run out of money and must devise a
plan to avoid the necessity of (gasp) getting jobs. Along
with clever servants, some not-so-clever family members,
some surprise guests, mistaken identities and musical
numbers, the evening promises something for everyone!
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This production marks the 34th year of Capricious.
Everyone is invited to escape the stress of life post-Katrina
for just a while and to pay a visit to “Castle Capricious.”
For more information, call (504) 945-3741.

FMIA supports the upgrading of Bellsouth’s
equipment but has requested that they be required
to house the equipment in a building to protect the
neighborhood. (See story page 5) Owner Edmond
Brignac, applicant Bell South.
2815 Chartres St.
The owners have received conceptual approval by
the HDLC for the construction of a three-story
residence. Owners Mr. and Mrs. Robert McLaren,
applicant Larry Trumbarturi.
936 Mandeville St.
The owner has received conceptual approval by the
HDLC or the demolition and reconstruction of the
rear addition and the restoration of the front to
make it more like the original. Owner/applicant
Bryete Properties.
2328 Royal St.
This building was demolished without permits and a
stop work order was issued by the HDLC and
Safety and Permits. The owner has submitted
plans for the construction of a single camelback, of
which the HDLC has given conceptual approval.
Owner Carmen Sanders, applicant George Dixon.

Neighborhood Development
Roundup
839 Elysian Fields:
The Board of Zoning Adjustments (BZA) approved
the variances and the Historic District Landmarks
Commission (HDLC) approved the massing of the
building. The owner will have to submit more
detailed drawings of the proposed multiunit condo
complex before construction can begin.
2601 Burgundy St.:
The HDLC has rejected the applicant’s appeal of
the Architectural Review Committee’s
recommendation against the construction of
telecommunications equipment and fencing. The

Notes on July Holidays
Leonard Earl Johnson
July 14th – Bastille Day

Storming the Bastille, and the role France played in
America's Revolution cannot be overstated. Such is our
shared inspiration and history, till this day a key to the
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Prison Bastille hangs on the parlor wall of George
Washington's Mount Vernon.
And there is the huge matter of the Louisiana Territory, of
which New Orleans was the de facto capital. It was
claimed for France, in 1699 by La Salle, and purchased for
America by Thomas Jefferson in 1803. Jefferson wanted it
for its opening to the Sea and its vast Mississippi Valley
waterway -- the shipping lane that opened America's
frontier.
July 4th – Independence Day
In 1776, Louisiana was bouncing back-and-forth between
cousin Louis, King of France and cousin Carlos, King of
Spain. Those two treated New Orleans like a rubber ball so
as to hide the asset from France's bill collectors.
Superpower work is dang costly, mon ami.
For years, New Orleanian Louis Armstrong's birthday was
celebrated on the fourth of July. Dwindling City treasury
trimmed that party. Besides, Armstrong's exact date of
birth is murky. He claimed July Fourth, but that has been
overruled and the party moved to August under the flag of
historians and tourist promoters.

BOARD MEMBERS
Chris Costello, president – 710-8789,
ccostello@deveney.com
Brian Frye, vice president – 309-6183,
brian.frye@cox.com
Robert.Reddington, Treasurer – 417-3342,
robert.reddington@cox.com
Reg Medellin, corresponding Secretary - 948-3256,
rm.nola@cox.net
Deborah Oppenheim, recording Secretary – 3194262, opprik@aol.com
Gary de Leaumont - 944-4279, mrmimi@bellsouth.net
Polly Brown – 943-7318, pollybr@eskimo.com
Tom Loesch – 289-6137, t.loesch@insightbb.com
David Seymour – 949-3846, dlseymour@cox.net
COMMITTEES
Advertising – Polly Brown – 943-7318
Blight – Will Riehm – 415-1270
Caroling – Kellye Deel 615-9467
FSACOZD - Deborah Oppenheim – 319-4262
Hospitality – Chris Costello – 710-8789
House Tour - Reg Medellin – 220-7579
Membership - Gary de Leaumont - 944-4279
Crime Watch – Ellennita Hellmer - 281-804-8822
Newsletter – Simon Hand – 982-5854
Special Projects - Gary de Leaumont - 944-4279
Neighborhood Development - Tom Loesch – 289-6137
Washington Sq. Prk - Gary de Leaumont - 944-4279
Website - Chris Costello - 710-8789
Zoning - David Berman - 945-8014

Board Meeting Minutes 6/7/2006 – Meeting
Cancelled
General Meeting Minutes 6/19/2006
Meeting began 7:15pm
Welcomed by Chris Costello
Encouraged to visit website concerning up-coming
CPC, City Council Vote regarding Riverfront Vision
2005.
From audience: Need: Grocery Store, Drug Store,
Playground Equipment in Washington Square Park
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News: Robert’s may open in 2007.
Q&A with Councilmember Carter and Kathy Finn
representing Councilmember Arnie Fielkow.
Comments from Councilmember Carter: graduated
from NOCCA, “don’t be afraid of me”, identify
different streams of capital through a District C
Grant.
Comments voiced to Councilmember Carter:
Katrina didn’t wash us away, but developers may.
Need for Frenchmen St. daily trash pick-up.
Cizek: zoning, preservation, Main Street Program.
New Orleans may be selected to try out “Urban
Main Street”.
Audience Issues/Comments:
Water Breaks, please report to New Orleans
Sewerage & Water Board
Street lights out, contact Entergy through their
website
Grant Writing Committee needed
Elysian Fields Dump, located near Lowe’s. Must
have Louisiana driver’s license
Recycling located on Press and St. Claude Streets.
Land use along River---- turn into Park, used for
green space, high rises not needed. Re-use
blighted property to generate property taxes.
World Heritage Site: interest in New Orleans
Truck Routes, possibly use Rail. Run rail cars to
cruise ships
One tax assessor
Cruise Ship, do not want to turn New Orleans into
Miami
Contact Info
James Carter
jcarter@cityofno.com
Royce Duplessis (Carter’s Chief of Staff)
riduplessis@cityofno.com
Arnie Fielkow
afielkow@cityofno.com
Kathy Finn (Fielkow’s Chief of Staff)
kafinn@cityofno.com

Board Meeting Minutes – 7/5/2006
Chris Costello called the meeting to order @ 7:00,
Wednesday, July 5, 2006 at Deveney
Communication.
Present: Chris Costello, David Seymour, Robert
Reddington, Gary DeLeaumont, Simon Hand, Reg
Medellion, Deborah Oppenheim and Brian Frye
was sick and unable to attend.
Old Business
1. Approval of minutes from 6/7 Board Meeting and
6/19 General Meeting - consensus Need the
minutes for the Board meeting
2. Home Tour News. Results, 494 tickets sold!
Success – thank you Reg , Deborah, Chris, Leigh
,Polly, the Board and all the others who made it a
fabulous Home Tour.
3. Projects
.. 839 Elysian Fields –HDLC vote deferred until
BZA decision and wrote a letter to HDLC to defer till
the developer meets with BZA. FMIA will go along
with the suggestions made by HDLC and BZA.
..508 Frenchmen –No Status.
The Board will contact Safety and Permits, Zoning,
and Councilperson James Carter to initiate the
legality of the business, music permits and zoning
issues
4. Riverfront Vision 2005
 FMIA was present at the meeting with CPC and
no public input was allowed
 City Planners said some issues of the Riverfront
Vision 2005 are debatable and they would be
zoning issues which City Council could tackle.
They passed the Riverfront Vision 2005.
 City Planner Ms. Gilic indicated that Chartres
Street is already a truck route and since it is a
debatable issue, the Council could make that
decision. Other debatable issues that will be
decided by the new Council include traffic, truck
route, zoning issues, height, and preserving our
historical neighborhood.
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Steps to be taken:
 Educating the various Council members by
inviting them to our neighborhood through an
organized tour
 Letter to each Council Person stating maybe this
is not the time to vote and educate them on what
we want, our vision for the Marigny and how we
want it rezoned.
 Robert Reddington is video taping the suggested
truck route
5. Washington Square Park News. No Status
6. Neighborhood Brochure No Status.
7. Planning Meeting Report –FMIA did the work
and we are contacting LRA, Mayor, and State
Departments to take the next steps
8. Survey of District 7 via Tulane School of
Medicine - No Progress
9. 501 (c) 3 Status –Working on Application Chris
is going to a workshop with the completed form to
make sure everything is completed correctly.
New Business
A. Next meeting will be at Dave and Bob’s house
on August 2, 2006 .
B. Approval of Nominating Committee and
Budget/Audit Committee --Consensus- to
approve who Chris Costello appoints. Brian Frye is
also on the nominating committee
C. Musician’s Fund Background –
Bethany Bultman ,NO Musician’s Fund contacted
FMIA with a grant to employ musicians. FMIA
received $5000 which was earmarked for the Home
Tour and other events. Another $5000 grant was
awarded by the NO Musician’s Fund to the Marigny
Soccer Ninos. Grants must be given first to a nonprofit organization and then each time the
musician(s) performs the non-profit organization
pays for the services rendered by the grant money.
Concerns were discussed regarding our
responsibility. This will be discussed with a CPA.

D. Kaboom Operation Playground
 This group main focus is to put up 100
playgrounds in the gulf coast area. .Kaboom
wants the community to take the responsible of
ownership and maintenance. Does the City have
to sign off on ownership,? More information is
needed.
 E-mail list of Marigny Kids and a group of
parents are interested in having improvement of
equipment in Washington Sq. Park . FMIA is
seeking a person to chair that committee and
information needs to be obtained to include who
is legally liable for equipment/use/maintenance,
does the city wants us to do it ,and what grants
are available
E. Floodwall – Jan Napoli an artist is looking for
actual owners of the drawers she photographed.
Board did not want to release information about
owners but agreed to send an email out to the
email list.

11

F. Marigny demolitions  City has slated for demolition 1322 Elysian
Fields and 742 Franklin . We are sending a
letter to City Hall and James Carter supporting
PRC position on restoring old buildings. FMIA
is against demolition of buildings due to neglect.

 Looking for other schools to give the
Neighborhood Story Project books to and
suggestions were made to ask Douglas/Holy
Cross/Colton/McDonogh 15

G. Bylaws Revisions At the August meeting, the membership will be
voting on the revision of the ByLaws/Articles of
Incorporation.

L. Main Street Program – Will Rhiem is
representing us in talking with other neighborhoods
and St. Claude’s merchant association. This is an
opportunity to bring back St. Claude as a
commercial corridor. Board agreed to join the other
stakeholders in putting forth the application.

E. Need Zoning Chair
FMIA needs to have a volunteer to chair the zoning
committee and if interested please contact Chris
Costello.

Other Business:
1. Neighborhood Meeting at City park –
Unfortunately we were informed to late but heard
that it was well attended.

F. Bywater/Marigny Website
The BNA asked if we could combine our website.
The Board felt that we need to have a separate site
but thought that we could share common
information.

2. Trash Discussion- gotten bad again
Dave suggested a flyer as FYI Friendly Hood
Reminder to include information that the Dump on
Elysian Fields is open and is free, Press and St.
Claude is not an illegal dump and various phone
numbers to call for debris pick-up..

G. Treasurer –No changes
Banking options was discussed and will be
researched.

3. Fire Dept. –We are looking into asking the Fire
Department to discuss Quick Tips for fire
prevention.

H. Newsletter - Don’t forget to send orchids and
onions to our Editor Simon.
I. Neighborhood Development:
 2315 Royal - illegal demo at 2315 Royal St. –
proposal for a two story triplex – 11 ft. wide. It
was recommended that the façade be kept and
come back with something workable for the site.
 Marigny Perks - doors illegally put in and was
sited for illegal use by the HDLC. HDLC
suggested that the owner make the doors
consistent for the building as a compromise. As
of this meeting, the owner has not replied.
 Keralac St. wanted a side porch and visible from
porch. No action
J. Outreach Education:
 Alvar library FMIA donation given $350

The meeting ended at 8:30 pm
Submitted by,
Deborah Oppenheim

